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Scripture: Psalm 139:13-18, Matthew 22:34-40
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Il. Each Person
has Basic Needs:

Food, Water,
Shelter
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The righteous care
about justice for the poor,
but the wicked have no

such concern.

Proverbs 29:7
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| know that the LORD
secures justice for the poor
and upholds the cause of

the needy.

Psalm 140:12
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Sermon Notes
Sermon: “Creation Care: Engaging in Justice”
Sunday, September 22, 2013
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Christians Assuming Responsibility for the Earth

September 22, 2013
Sermon Series: “Creation Care”
Sermon Topic: “Creation Care:
Engaging in Justice”
Scripture: Psalm 139:13-18, Matthew 22:34-40

Psalm 139:13-18 (NIV)

For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb. "I praise you
because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, | know that full well. * My
frame was not hidden from you when | was made
in the secret place, when | was woven together in
the depths of the earth. ™ Your eyes saw my
unformed body; all the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of them came to
be. " How precious to me are your thoughts, God!
How vast is the sum of them! ** Were | to count
them, they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when | awake, | am still with you.
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Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV)

s Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
the Pharisees got together. * One of them, an
expert in the law, tested him with this question:

% “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?” ¥ Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.’ * This is the first and greatest
commandment. * And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” ® All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

I. Each Person, Created in God’s Imagine,
has Value
(Genesis 1:26-27, John 3:16, Psalm 139:13-18)

Il. Each Person has Basic Needs: Food, Water,
Shelter
(Genesis 1:29, Proverbs 29:7, Psalm 140:12)

lll. Christians are Called to Care for Others
(Matthew 14:13-21, Luke 5:17-26, John 9:1-7,
Matthew 22:34-40)

IV. We Care for Others by Caring for Creation
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“Today in the World”
Sermon: “Creation Care: Anticipating Redemption”
Sunday, September 29, 2013
Page 4

Below is satellite photo comparing the Aral Sea
as in was in 1989 (left) and as it was in 2008 (right).®
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Cedar Spring Baptist Church
Community Garden Basic Plan
24 — 4’x12°x36” plots = 1344 ft* of growing space
(not to scale)
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Cedar Spring Baptist Church
Community Garden
Basic Cost Considerations

1. Plot construction

Each plot will need 6 — 2”x6”x16’ treated boards @ ~$30.00/board

For 24 plots = 144 boards for a cost of $4320.00. Note: This estimate does
not take into consider the cost of lumber needed for bracing, the wood
screws, soil, or any other materials needed to construct and secure the plots.

2. Installation of Water line

The community garden site does not have readily available water. A water
line will need to be install by Spartanburg County from the road to the
garden.

3. Ongoing Water Usage
The water usage for the garden will be an additional monthly cost for the
church. This cost will be especially noticeable during the growing season.

4. Tool shed construction
The community garden site will need a secure location to store tools and
gardening equipment.

5. Tools
The community garden will need hand tools, garden hoses, wheel barrows,
gloves, etc.

6. Operational expenses
There will be cost for seeds, transplants, mulch, etc.

It is my opinion that the start-up cost for a community garden, without
donated materials or labor, will be approximately $10,000.
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Cedar Spring Baptist Church
Energy Usage Survey
September 11, 2013

At their September 11, 2013 meeting, the Properties Committee of Cedar Spring Baptist
Church discussed potential ways to reduce the church’s energy usage. Two main energy
saving items were identified in the meeting.

1. Installation of a Central Heating/Air Control Panel

Over the last couple years, Cedar Spring Baptist Church has replaced the majority of its
heating and air conditions units. The replacement of these old units with more energy
efficient units has helped the church to reduce its energy usage. However, the heating
and air units are still control by a variety of thermostats scattered throughout the church.
Some of these thermostats are difficult to locate if an individual is not familiar with the
layout of the church. This also means that in order to turn on and off the units, someone
has to visit each thermostat. This can be a time consuming process and often means that
units remain on longer than needed. To help solve this problem, the Properties
Committee considered the installation of a central panel located near the church office
which could control all the church’s heating/air units. However, it was noted that the cost
of the central panel installation would be several thousand dollars. This energy reduction
project was considered too expensive when evaluating the other church maintenance
issues which need to be addressed at Cedar Spring Baptist.

2. Installation of more energy efficient lighting.

The interior of Cedar Spring Baptist Church is lit by dozens and dozens of florescent
fixtures. All of these fixtures utilize the T12 florescent bulb. Newer and more energy
efficient florescent fixtures use the T8 florescent bulb. Cedar Spring Baptist could reduce
its energy usage by replacing the T12 fixtures with T8 fixtures and T8 bulbs. However, it
was noted that upgrading the church’s lighting would cost substantially. Any savings
received from the lighting upgrade would take years to observe. As with the central
heating/air control panel, this energy reduction project was considered too expensive
when considering other church maintenance issues.

The Properties Committee decided that the best way the church could reduce its energy
usage was to do a better job of turning off heating/air units when they were not in use and
closing the church’s front doors at the end of the worship services instead of propping
them open.

The Properties Committee was very open to considering energy saving changes.
However, limited resources at this time made these changes highly unlikely.



APPENDIX F

QUANTITATIVE DATA

Appendix F contains samples of the project C.A.R.E. survey summaries for the
congregation and the Bible study groups, a summary of the congregational attendance
during the project, and survey results for the Creation Care Clean-Up Day.
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Project C.A.R.E. Survey Summary

I. Summary of Tier One Statements

261

Survey Statement One: Cedar Spring Baptist should be actively involved in caring for

the environment. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |43 (R=39) |[3.8 (R=13) |45 (R=24) |42 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 |45 (R=69) |46 (R=27) |45 (R=40) |4.6 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 | 4.5 (R=38) |45 (R=16) |45 (R=21) |43 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.6 (R=48) |44 (R=15) |47 (R=27) |47 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.7 (R=28) |45 (R=12) |48 (R=16) |4.8 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |45 (R=31) |42 (R=14) |48 (R=17) |48 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 |45 (R=30) |44 (R=12) |45 (R=17) |48 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.30 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (male): p=.06 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (female): p=.94 Conclusion: No significant change
Bible Study: p=.09 Conclusion: No significant change

Survey Statement One
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Survey Statement Two: Environmental issues are too political and should be avoided by

the church. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 | 2.0 (R=40) |[2.5 (R=13) 1.6 (R=24) |28 (R=06)
Sept. 8,2013 | 2.0 (R=69) |2.1 (R=27) 1.9 (R=40) |3.0 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 | 1.7 (R=38) 1.6 (R=16) 1.7 (R=21) 1.8 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 1.7 (R=47) 1.7 (R=15) 1.7 (R=26) |23 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 2.0 (R=28) |2.0 (R=12) 1.9 (R=16) |22 (R=6)
Oct. 6, 2013 1.8 (R=31) 1.9 (R=14) 1.8 (R=17) |22 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 [2.0 (R=29) |2.1 (R=12) |2.1 (R=17) 1.8 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (a=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.78 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (male): p=.44 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (female): p=.27 Conclusion: No significant change
Bible Study: p=.22 Conclusion: No significant change

Survey Statement Two
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Survey Statement Three: Christians caring for the environment is an evangelistic

witness. (R=number of survey respondents).

263

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |44 (R=39) |41 (R=13) |45 (R=24) |3.7 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 |44 (R=66) |44 (R=26) |44 (R=39) |42 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 |45 (R=37) |43 (R=15) |46 (R=21) |42 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.6 (R=48) |44 (R=15) |47 (R=27) |48 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.6 (R=28) |45 (R=12) |46 (R=16) |4.7 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |45 (R=31) |42 (R=14) |46 (R=17) |4.8 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 |45 (R=28) |45 (R=I1) |45 (R=16) |45 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.48 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (male): p=.18 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (female): p=.81 Conclusion: No significant change
Bible Study: p=.12 Conclusion: No significant change

Survey Statement Three
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Survey Statement Four: The care of the environment is biblically based.
(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 (44 (R=39) |4.0 (R=13) |47 (R=24) |43 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 | 4.7 (R=68) |45 (R=26) |4.7 (R=40) |4.6 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 |45 (R=38) |44 (R=16) |45 (R=21) |50 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.7 (R=48) |45 (R=15) |49 (R=27) |48 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.7 (R=28) |45 (R=12) |48 (R=16) |5.0 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 4.6 (R=31) |45 (R=14) |46 (R=17) |50 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 [4.5 (R=30) |45 (R=12) |46 (R=17) |47 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)
August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change

Congregation: p=.58
Congregation (male): p=.18
Congregation (female): p=.68
Bible Study: p=.42
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Survey Statement Five: God is revealed through/in the natural world.
(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |49 (R=39) 49 (R=13) 49 (R=24) 4.7 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 | 4.9 (R=69) 4.9 (R=27) 4.9 (R=40) 5.0 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 | 4.7 (R=38) 4.8 (R=16) 4.7 (R=21) 4.6 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.9 (R=48) 4.9 (R=15) 4.9 (R=27) 5.0 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 5.0 (R=28) 4.9 (R=12) 5.0 (R=16) 5.0 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 | 4.8 (R=31) 4.7 (R=14) 49 (R=17) 5.0 (R=6)
Nov. 3,2013 |49 (R=30) 4.8 (R=12) 49 (R=17) 5.0 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.70 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (males): p=.52 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (females):p=.73 Conclusion: No significant change
Bible Study: p=.17 Conclusion: No significant change
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Survey Statement Six: Christians have a responsibility to be actively involved in
environmental issues. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug25,2013 |44 (R=39) |40 (R=13) |47 (R=24) |42 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 |45 (R=69) |44 (R=27) |45 (R=40) |46 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 | 4.6 (R=38) |4.6 (R=16) |46 (R=21) |47 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.6 (R=48) |43 (R=15) |47 (R=27) |45 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 |46 (R=28) |45 (R=12) |46 (R=16) |47 (R=6)
Oct.6,2013 |47 (R=31) |45 (R=14) |48 (R=17) [5.0 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 |44 (R=30) |40 (R=12) |47 [R=17) |47 (R=6)
5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)
August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.86 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (male): p=1 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (female): p=.80 Conclusion: No significant change
Bible Study: p=.21 Conclusion: No significant change

Survey Statment Six
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Survey Statement Seven: God cares for his creation.
(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |49 (R=40) |50 (R=13) |48 (R=24) |48 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 |49 (R=69) |49 (R=27) |49 (R=40) |5.0 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 |49 (R=38) |49 (R=16) |49 (R=21) |50 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 |49 (R=48) |49 (R=15) |50 (R=27) |5.0 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 {49 (R=28) |48 (R=12) |49 (R=16) |5.0 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |49 (R=31) |49 ([R=14) |49 (R=17) |50 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 [49 (R=30) |48 (R=12) |49 (R=17) |50 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (a=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.78 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (males): p=.17 Conclusion: No significant change
Congregation (females): p=.55 Conclusion: No significant change
Bible Study: p=.36 Conclusion: No significant change
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Survey Statement Eight: Each person bears a personal responsibility in caring for God’s

creation. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |47 (R=40) |45 (R=13) |48 (R=24) |45 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 | 4.8 (R=69) |48 (R=27) |48 (R=40) |4.8 (R=5)
Sept. 15,2013 | 4.7 (R=38) |48 (R=16) |47 (R=21) |4.7 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.7 (R=48) |45 (R=15) |48 (R=27) |47 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.8 (R=28) |47 (R=12) |48 (R=16) |4.8 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |47 (R=31) |46 (R=14) |48 (R=17) |4.8 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 (4.6 (R=30) |45 (R=12) |46 (R=17) |48 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)
August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.57

Congregation (male): p=.86
Congregation (female): p=.20

Bible Study: p=.26

Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change
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II. Summary of Tier Two Statements
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Survey Statement Nine: The earth is currently experiencing human-made environmental

problems. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug25,2013 |43 (R=39) (3.6 (R=13) |46 (R=24) |45 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 |47 (R=28) |46 (R=12) |48 (R=16) |50 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |45 (R=31) |42 (R=14) |47 (R=17) |48 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 (4.7 (R=30) |39 (R=12) |44 (R=17) |47 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.63

Congregation (males): p=.54
Congregation (females): p=.31

Bible Study: p=.60

Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change
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Survey Statement Ten: People in the world are suffering today as a result of human-
made environmental problems. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |40 (R=39) (34 (R=13) |43 (R=24) |43 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 |44 (R=49) |41 (R=16) |45 (R=27) |47 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.6 (R=28) |44 (R=12) |4.7 (R=16) |4.8 (R=06)
Oct. 6,2013 |44 (R=31) |41 (R=14) |46 (R=17) |48 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 [43 (R=29) [4.0 (R=12) |46 (R=17) |48 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)
August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.12
Congregation (males): p=.27
Congregation (females): p=.21
Bible Study: p=.09

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
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Survey Statement Eleven: If not addressed, global environmental problems will

adversely affect future generations. (R=number of survey respondents).
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Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Sept. 22,2013 |46 (R=49) |43 (R=15) |47 (R=27) |47 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.7 (R=28) |47 (R=12) |47 (R=16) |4.8 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

Survey Statement Eleven
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Survey Statement Twelve: Global environmental problems personally impact my life.

(R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |37 (R=39) (39 (R=13) |39 (R=24) |42 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |42 (R=31) |40 (R=14) |43 (R=17) |47 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 [39 (R=30) [3.7 (R=12) 4.0 (R=17) |45 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.61

Congregation (males): p=.51
Congregation (females): p=.68

Bible Study: p=.48

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change

Survey Statement Twelve

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

W Aug.25, 2013
M Oct. 6, 2013
B Nov. 3, 2013
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Survey Statement Thirteen: Caring for the environment is an important component of
missions. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 (44 (R=39) |39 (R=13) |46 (R=24) |42 (R=6)
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.6 (R=49) |43 (R=16) |47 (R=27) |4.8 (R=6)
Oct. 6,2013 |44 (R=31) |41 (R=14) |46 (R=17) |48 (R=6)
Nov.3,2013 (44 (R=30) |42 (R=12) |4.6 (R=16) |4.8 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)
August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change

Congregation: p=.85
Congregation (male): p=.47
Congregation (female): p=.72
Bible Study: p=.09

Survey Statement Thirteen

Bible Study

S

M Aug.25, 2013
M Sept. 22, 2013

w

M Oct. 6, 2013

N

H Nov. 3, 2013

=

Congregation Cong. Males  Cong. Females




Survey Statement Fourteen: Jesus Christ is seen through creation.

(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Aug.25,2013 |49 (R=39) (49 (R=13) |49 (R=24) |48 (R=6)
Sept. 8,2013 |49 (R=69) |49 (R=27) |49 (R=40) |4.8 (R=5)
Oct. 6,2013 |48 (R=31) |47 (R=14) |49 (R=17) |50 (R=6)
Nov. 3,2013 (4.8 (R=30) |48 (R=12) |48 (R=17) |50 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

T-test (0=.05)

August 25 Pre-Project Data & November 3 Post-Project Data

Congregation: p=.19

Congregation (male): p=.27
Congregation (female): p=.47

Bible Study: p=.36

Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change
Conclusion: No significant change

Conclusion: No significant change

Congregation

Survey Statement Fourteen

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

W Aug.25, 2013
B Sept. 8, 2013
M Oct. 6, 2013

B Nov. 3, 2013
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Survey Statement Fifteen: “Loving our neighbor as ourselves” involves the care of the

environment. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.6 (R=48) 45 ([R=15) |47 [R=27) |43 (R=6)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.6 (R=28) 45 (R=12) |46 (R=16) |43 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

4.8

4.7

4.6

4.5

4.4

4.3

4.2

4.1

Survey Statement Fifteen

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

W Sept. 22, 2013
W Sept. 29, 2013
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Survey Statement Sixteen: Improving the standard of living for people should be a part

of the church’s evangelistic efforts. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Sept. 22,2013 | 4.6 (R=48) |45 (R=15) |46 (R=27) |43 (R=06)
Sept. 29,2013 | 4.6 (R=28) |45 (R=12) |46 (R=16) |4.8 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

Survey Statement Sixteen

Congregation

Cong. Males

nr

Cong. Females

Bible Study

M Sept. 22, 2013
M Sept. 29, 2013




Survey Statement Seventeen: We glorify God by caring for his creation.

(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

Sept. 8,2013 | 4.8

(R=69)

48 (R=27)

48 (R=40)

48 (R=5)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

IS

w

N

=

Survey Statement Seventeen

I I I I .

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study
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III. Tier Three Survey Statements

Survey Statement Eighteen: God created the natural world as a witness to his glory.
(R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Sept. 8,2013 | 4.8 (R=69) |47 (R=27) |49 (R=40) |50 (R=5)
5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

Survey Statement Eighteen

5.05

4.95

4.9
4.85
4.8 M Sept. 8, 2013
4.75
4.7
4.65
4.6
4.55

Congregation Cong. Males  Cong. Females Bible Study
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Survey Statement Nineteen: God created every part of the natural world for a reason.

(R=number of survey respondents).

Date

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

Sept. 8, 2013

49 (R=69)

49 (R=27)

49 (R=40)

46 (R=5)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

4.95
4.9
4.85
4.8
4.75
4.7
4.65
4.6
4.55

4.45

Survey Statement Nineteen

I I I .

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study




Survey Statement Twenty: Since sin corrupted God’s original creation, the present

world is of little value. (R=number of survey respondents).
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Date

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

Sept. 8, 2013

1.8 (R=69)

1.7 (R=27)

1.7 (R=40)

20 (R=5)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

2.05

1.95
1.9
1.85
1.8
1.75
1.7
1.65
1.6
1.55

Survey Statement Twenty

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study




Survey Statement Twenty-One: God created earth to be humanity’s home.

(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

Sept. 15,2013 | 4.9

(R=38)

50 (R=16)

49 (R=21)

48 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

5.05

4.95

4.9

4.85

4.8

4.75

4.7

Survey Statement Twenty-One

I I I o

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study
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Survey Statement Twenty-Two: God gave humanity the responsibility to care for the

earth. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

Sept. 15,2013 | 4.8

(R=38)

48 (R=16)

48 (R=21)

47  (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

4.82

4.8
4.78
4.76
4.74
4.72

4.7
4.68
4.66

4.64

Survey Question Twenty-Two

I I I o

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study
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Survey Statement Twenty-Three: God would be please at how humanity has cared for
the earth thus far. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Sept. 15,2013 | 1.7 (R=38) 1.9 (R=16) 1.7  (R=21) 2.2 (R=6)
5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

Survey Statement Twenty-Three

2.5

1.5
M Sept. 15, 2013

0.5

0

Congregation Cong. Males  Cong. Females Bible Study

[E=N
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Survey Statement Twenty-Four: It is of no real consequence if human activity causes
various life forms to go extinct since humanity was given dominion over the earth and
one day God will usher in a new creation. (R=number of survey respondents).

Date Congregation | Cong. Males Cong. Females | Bible Study
Sept. 15,2013 | 1.8 (R=38) |1.8 (R=16) |1.6 (R=21) |23 (R=6)
5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

Survey Statement Twenty-Four

2.5

1.5
M Sept. 15, 2013

0.5

0

Congregation Cong. Males  Cong. Females Bible Study

[EEN




Survey Statement Twenty-Five: Not taking care of the environment is a sin.

(R=number of survey respondents).
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Date

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study

Sept. 15,2013 | 3.8

(R=37)

3.6 (R=16)

41 (R=20)

45 (R=6)

5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree

Survey Statement Twenty-Five

I I I I o

Congregation

Cong. Males

Cong. Females

Bible Study




Cedar Spring Baptist Church

Project C.A.R.E. Congregational Attendance

August 25-November 3

August 25, 2013 (Morning Worship)

September 8, 2013 (Morning Worship)

September 15, 2013 (Morning Worship)

September 15, 2013 (Post-Sermon Discussion/Luncheon)
September 22, 2013 (Morning Worship)

September 29, 2013 (Morning Worship)

September 29, 2013 (Post-Sermon Discussion/Luncheon)
October 6, 2013 (Morning Worship)

November 3, 2013 (Morning Worship)

118

110

106

63

91

86

48

86

98

286
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Creation Care Clean-Up Day
Survey Results
September 21, 2013

Attendance: 7
(5= Strongly Agree; 4= Agree; 3= No Opinion; 2= Disagree; 1=Strongly Disagree)

Clean-up day survey statement one: “As a member of Cedar Spring community, Cedar
Spring Baptist has a responsibility for the care and beautification of the community.”
Statement rating: 4.9.

Clean-up day survey statement two: “Creation care work days help the public image of
Cedar Spring Baptist.” Statement rating: 4.6.

Clean-up day survey statement three: “Creation care work days are helpful in teaching
people the importance of creation care.” Statement rating: 4.4.

Clean-up day survey statement four: “Creation care work days are helpful in teaching
others about the Lord Jesus Christ.” Statement rating: 4.7.

Clean-up day survey statement five: “Creation care work days have the potential of
attracting people to Cedar Spring Baptist.” Statement rating: 4.4.

Clean-up day survey statement six: “Cedar Spring Baptist should host a quarterly creation
care cleanup day.” Statement rating: 4.6.

Clean-up day survey statement seven: “The church’s time could be better spent on
projects other than creation care work days.” Statement rating: 1.9.

Clean-up day survey statement eight: “Today’s work day has encouraged me to
personally do more to care for God’s creation.” Statement rating: 4.4.

Clean-up day survey statement nine: “Christians have a responsibility to care for God’s
creation.” Statement rating: 4.7.

Clean-up day survey statement ten: “I would volunteer for another creation care work
day.” Statement rating: 4.6.

Clean-up day survey statement eleven: “Jesus Christ is seen through creation.”
Statement rating: 5.0.

Clean-up day survey statement twelve: “Caring for the environment is an important
component of missions.” Statement rating: 4.9.

Clean-up day survey statement thirteen: “We glorify God by caring for his creation.”
Statement rating: 4.7.




APPENDIX G

QUALITATIVE DATA

Appendix G contains samples of the qualitative data obtained from the congregational
and Bible study group surveys and reflections on the two post sermon discussions.

288
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Cedar Spring Baptist Church
Project C.A.R.E. Qualitative Data

Note to Reader: The following are quotes that congregational and Bible study
participants wrote on their surveys. I have tried to stay true to what the
respondents wrote by including their errors, run on sentences, etc., just as they
appeared on the surveys. Corrections that I felt were necessary to understanding
the quotes, I placed in brackets [ |. It should be noted that my corrections may or
may not reflect what the person was originally trying communicate. ~MTL

August 25, 2013
“What are your thoughts on creation care?”

“We are to be good stewards and care for that which God has provided for us. We should
be responsible for God|[’s] creation. I believe that the environmentalist are weakening
our country and have made it [a] political issue, thus hurting business, and our economy.”
Senior adult, male

“As God is our creator, he is made us in His image. He has left us (humans) to be like
Adam and pursue and care for all living things, animals, trees, plants, water creatures,
and plant life. God was emphatic when he said the work of creation is finished and
perfect. We are fearfully and wonderfully made! We are his servants and should be
doing all we can to look after or care for his world that he created!”

Senior adult, female

“Creation care is the responsibility for everyone. Jesus Christ is seen through creation.”
Senior adult, female

“I totally agree that it is our responsibility to help take care of creation. I do however feel
people go overboard concerning global warming. I believe many things happen at God’s
hands. We make a big deal over some things and then don’t do something as simple as
recycle.”

Adult, female

“‘The earth is the Lords and the fullness thereof,” reminds us that the earth belongs to
God and not to mankind. Therefore, we are merely stewards of what is his, and should
take good care of it. I think the politicalization of the issue has caused Christians to stay
away from creation care.”

Adult, female

“That we [as] Christians should take care of what God has created and given to us.”
Adult, female
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“We have been called to be stewards of the earth in all aspects.”
Adult, female

“We could do with a lot less. Manufacturing of high end, luxury items and enjoy more of
natural features that God provides in nature. Less manufacturing promotes cleaner living.
But that presents loss of jobs, so?”

Adult, female

“Save the world as Christians. God gave his Son to die for us. We should obey his word
by serving his people. We should live in the world but live apart [from] the world.”
Senior adult, female

“Yes, taking care of God’s creation is part of what we were made to do, but that is a
personal responsibility. The responsibility of the church is to minister, so if the church
ministers to people through taking care of the environment that is useful, but if the church
isn’t actively involved in a ministry, it is not necessary or useful for the church to spend
its time doing what people already should.”

Adult, male

“We should care for anything he has blessed us with, this includes nature. He provides
everything we need through nature.”
Adult, female

“God created the earth and all living things. We should be good stewards of God’s
creation so we can pass on to the next generation a better place.”
Senior adult, male

“God created the earth and entrusted its stewardship to Adam and his progeny. Caring
for the earth, including the oceans and all wildlife, are our responsibility. Failing in this
responsibility will seriously impact our children and grandchildren.”

Senior adult, male

“We should beware of all the God love for the creatures he has given us[.] All you need
to do is look outside and see the wonders sky, sun, moon, stars[.] We were blessed by
God][‘s] love[.] We should show respect for everything he has given us.”

Adult, female

“African proverb about us being the caretakers of our grandchildren’s world. If God put
so much time, power, and thought into creation, why do we treat our responsibility as
stewards so lightly?”

Adult, female

“It is essential to care for the earth. Some problems we are witnessing may already be
difficult or impossible to reverse. Our body should be a temple — so should all the earth.”
Adult
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“We could all do a better job.”
Senior adult, male

“Plant trees. Recycle. Take care of all God has give[n] to us.”
Senior adult, female

“When God gave man dominion over the earth and animals, he was appointing
responsibility and accountability to go with that appointment. I believe God gave us
many gifts on the earth that are ignored and, worse yet, abused by man. God can be seen
throughout creation if man will just ‘be still and know’ in this frantic stricken world.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“To do our best to keep our environment clean.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“As Christians we have a moral, physical, and spiritual responsibility in caring for God’s
creation.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

God made this world perfect. We were put here to care for his earth like a gardener cares
for his crops. We have all but destroyed so much of God’s earth due to neglect and
irresponsibility. It was here for us to enjoy and be proud that God gave us such a great
place to live, but we just let it go to pot.”

Adult, female, Bible study participant

“I believe that it is up to me to do as much as I can to preserve as much of the earth as
possible. Itry to use as little water and electricity as I can. I feel the more we use the
more they do things to the earth in the name of progress.”

Adult, female, Bible study participant

September 8, 2013
“What are your thoughts on creation care?”

“It is important.”
Adult, female

“The creation was created and solely designed by God. God had a plan from [that] day to
make a beautiful place for us to live. We as God’s children should hold a high concern as
how we his children are caring for it! I believe it will help [us] to care for each other as
we walk this temporary homes! This is not our home but heaven is!”

Adult

“We have [an] obligation as Christians to take care of God’s creation. We [as] a church
should be more involved as far as cleaning up the environment.”
Adult, male
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“A very important part of my life and should be to every Christian.”
Senior adult, female

“Important lesson to pass on generationally.”
Adult, male

“We should be stewards of the earth. We should do all we can to conserve, prevent
pollution, beautify, and clean up what has been destroyed.”
Adult, female

“I believe nature is a testament to God’s glory and power and has give[n] us the task of
being stewards of the earth.”
Adult, male

“We all need to be better stewards of God’s creation.”
Senior adult, male

“It 1s essential for our continued life on this earth.”
Senior adult, male

“I truly believe that God has entrusted us to care for the world we live in. In doing so, we
honor him and can aid in spreading the gospel.”
Adult, female

“God created the world as a gift to us. We need to do everything we can to care for it.”
Adult, female

“Common sense is not look at enough in environmental issues. [Too] many rules and
laws made.”
Senior adult, male

“God created a beautiful world for us to enjoy. We should preserve and treasure it every
day!”
Adult, female

“God created the earth and we as Christians should care for what God has created for us.”
Adult, female

“Each of us as Christians and non-Christians are responsible for keeping our Lord’s earth
beautiful. It should be an honor and not a job. We are the recipients of God’s love for all
of us and should return this love by our pride in his creations.”

Adult, female, Bible study participant
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September 15, 2013
“What are your thoughts on creation care?”

“We are called to take care of creation and the inhabitants.”
Senior adult, female

“God’s creation is revealed by the miracle of life each day. We each should be able to
see the Creator each day and see how he cares for each of us. Nature reveals God’s
majesty.”

Senior adult, male

“I agree.”
Adult, female

“God created the earth for us and we should take care of what God has given us.”
Adult, female

“I believe that God wants us to help take care of all the things he created.”
Adult, female

“I am so amazed by the wonderful world and creation God has created! All that is good
comes from him and we should treasure and care for it daily!”
Adult, female

“I think it is great I have learned a lot, am more aware of my surroundings that God has
created for us.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“I don’t think that we need to be harsh on others about caring for creation. I do believe
that all humans have a responsibility to do their part. I think we are commanded to do
our part and will be held accountable for what we haven’t and have done.”

Adult, female, Bible study participant

“I have become so aware of what God has created in this last week. I feel like I should
try everything to take care of our environment. I will certainly do my part.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“That God created all things for our good and then charged us to take care of it. We
accepted the things he made for us, but we forgot our part of the deal.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant
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September 22, 2013
“What are your thoughts on creation care?”

“As each individual looks at creation, they can’t help but strongly agree if we as humans,
and that includes Christians, we need to pull together and CARE for the earth. It is
everyone’s responsibility and job! We need to take a lesson from the American Indians if
you ‘live’ or “pass through’ any portion of mother earth, leave it better than when you
came and traveled on it. Take care of the earth and it will take care of us!”

Senior adult, female

“God created this world for us but gave us the charge to ‘rule’ over it. A good ruler does
not devastate his people or claims more from them than they can give. A good ruler
cares for his people and the land that supports all of them.”

Adult, male

“Community gardens! Each church should have one!”
Adult, female

“Important but overwhelming.”
Adult, female

“God created the earth. God created each of us. Therefore it is our responsibility as
Christians to go and take care of what God gave us.”
Adult, female

“It is very important to take care of our creation. Pick up litter, plant trees, feed hungry,
etc. It is our duty.”
Adult, female

“It s difficult for the average church to find a ‘start’ point and envision a mission that
would address environment issues at home and abroad. Where do we go/do with this?”
Senior adult, male

“God created the world for us to live here and we as God’s people have a responsibility
to care for his creation.”
Adult, female

“Would love to see us participate in a recycling program.”
Adult, female

“This is a critical area that has too long been avoided by our denomination.”
Senior adult, male

“It is hard to teach a hungry, sick person about God and Jesus. We have a responsibility
to meet their most basic needs before we can meet their spiritual needs.
Adult, female, Bible study participant
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“I think God made His world so he could enjoy watching the flowers, trees, and animals
grow and multiply as to his will, then he created man so he could have someone to enjoy
being with and watching us grow in our love for him. Then along came Satan and all
changed.”

Adult, female, Bible study participant

September 29, 2013
What are your thoughts on creation care?

“We as Christians have a responsibility to take care of God’s creation. We as humans are
destroying the earth due to political reasons and the earth is being destroyed because of
sin.”

Adult, male

“A thought: one has to have a dedication buried deep with them! There in your heart a
seed transform into action! The desire to care for something (earth) takes time to
cultivate into reality. Humans today don’t show dedication because they feel it is
someone else’s job! They can’t cultivate reality because there isn’t a seed within their
heart. God loved and still cares for his earth. He was very creative in how the world
appears. We, as God’s example of one part of creation should have a seed of care and
dedication buried deep within our soul and show a desire to care and protect the earth!”
Senior adult, female

“I think we should take care of the environment on a more commonsense environment
and keep politics out of it. We are suffering now because of the political arena
surrounding the publicity involved.”

Senior adult, male

“God created the world for us to live in. I think that we should take care of what God has
given us.”
Adult, female

“We really need to take care of our environment or there won’t be much left for future
generations, help others to do the same.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“It should be part of every curriculum in all ministry programs both at the undergraduate
and graduate levels.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“We really dropped the ball when it comes to our caring for our God’s creation. He so
lovingly created the most perfect world...”
Adult, female, Bible study participant
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“It frightens me for future generations because resources are becoming increasingly
depleted in an exploding population growth. Humans abusing the environment causes
other humans to suffer; therefore, humans are destroying creation and mankind.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

October 6, 2013
What are your thoughts on creation care?

“I have learned so much about God creation that I didn’t realize before.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“That God made us a beautiful world to live on and we should do our very best for him
by keeping it perfect.”
Senior adult, female

“We as the body of Christ could and ought to be doing more for creation care.”
Adult, female

“I feel we have the responsibility of keeping our environment clean better than we do by
making better discussions before we do something rather than trying to correct it later.”
Senior adult, male

November 3, 2013
What are your thoughts on creation care?

“That we as God’s chosen are responsible for God’s world and we have been charged by
God to do his command.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“Same as previously...Christians are commanded to care for their bodies, others, and the
earth. To abuse and neglect the earth is a disrespect for God’s creation/God’s gift to us.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant

“Everything and everyone is God|[’s] creation... we all should take care of each other and
our environment.”
Adult, female, Bible study participant
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Project C.A.R.E.
Reflections on Two Post Sermon Discussions
September 15 and 29, 2013

One of my project goals was to host two post-sermon discussion times. |
scheduled these two discussion times on September 15 and September 29 following the
Sunday morning worship service. To help increase the attendance for these two events,
my family provided free luncheons in the church fellowship hall of Cedar Spring Baptist.
For the September 15 luncheon, the menu was BBQ sandwiches, chips, baked beans,
coleslaw, and cookies. For the September 29 luncheon, the menu was homemade chili,
baked potatoes, brownies and ice cream. All who attended the September 15 and 29
morning worship services were invited to the luncheon and discussion time regarding the
morning’s sermon. These luncheon/discussion times provided a great opportunity to hear
feedback from the congregation on creation care. I believe these luncheons were
important for several reasons:

1. The discussion times showed me the newness of the topic to the congregation. In both
discussion sessions, I heard numerous people comment that they did not realize that
environmental stewardship was a biblical calling. In fact, I would say that the
congregation as a whole had never heard a pastor preach on environmental stewardship.
Even though the topic was new to the congregation, the overwhelming response in the
two discussions times was positive. One attendee commented that her eyes had been
opened to the subject of creation care. Another person commented that the series had
showed her and the congregation their responsibility to God’s creation. Even though the
subject of creation care was new, I believe that most of the discussion attendees felt the
subject was theologically logical. In other words, God’s call to creation care seemed to
make sense. Several commented that the creation care focus had helped them to see the
presence of God in nature. Many in the discussions expressed surprise that so many
people were daily suffering because of poor environmental stewardship. Concerns for
future generations were expressed.

2. The discussion times showed me that [ need to proceed with care regarding the topic of
creation care. Personally, creation care has been an important theological issue for me
for years. Having worked in Haiti, a country suffering greatly from the effects of
environmental degradation, I am very committed to this subject. However, the
September 15 and 29 discussion times reminded me that while I have been committed to
this issue for a very long time, the congregation has not. From the discussion times, I
realized that I need to proceed with extreme care regarding this topic. Whereas I have
had many years to consider the biblical rationale for creation care and personally
experience the effects of poor environmental stewardship, the congregation of Cedar
Spring Baptist Church had had only a few weeks to consider the subject. It reminded me
that I should not be easily frustrated when the creation care concepts I deeply believe in
are not quickly accepted or adopted. I remember one person saying to me after the
discussion time that he never considered that caring for the environment was his God-
given responsibility. If Cedar Spring Baptist is to proceed with additional creation care
post-project C.A.R.E., additional time will be needed in preparing the congregation.
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3. The discussion times revealed to me that [ need to be diligent in providing a sound
theological foundation for the creation care topic. The discussion time provided an
opportunity for those opposed to church based environmental stewardship to voice their
thought. Though this group was not a very big part of the congregation, several of the
discussion attendees felt that environmental issues were too connected to one political
party. It was also commented that environmental problems could be the result of God’s
wrath. From the discussions, I felt that several were having a difficult time making a
theological and political distinction regarding creation care issues. Though I believe the
discussion times helped to address some of the concerns of creation care, there is more
work that needs to be done. The discussion time reminded me of the importance of
presenting a solid theological foundation for environmental stewardship. If Christians
from both sides of the political aisle are going to address this issue together, then the
reasoning must transcend politics. Creation care must be solidly based on biblically
principles if it is to be effective. Though the congregation was very positive to the
subject of creation care, I believe a poorly establish theological base could jeopardize that
support.

4. The discussion times showed me that the Cedar Spring Baptist congregation could be
open to additional creation care initiatives. I believe that the discussion times showed
that if a strong theologically and evangelistic foundation were established, Cedar Spring
Baptist would support mission efforts that also addressed environmental issues. The
discussion times reinforce what was noted in the congregational and Bible study surveys.
Cedar Spring Baptist as a whole has a positive view of creation care. Though there are
some who oppose the church’s involvement in environmental issues, the overwhelming
majority of those participating in the September 15 and 29 discussion times appeared to
be supportive of biblically based environmental stewardship. I believe the congregation
of Cedar Spring Baptist would be willing to adopt more environmentally friendly
practices at the church. It was encouraging to hear those attending the discussion times
verbally voicing their support for creation care. From the discussion times, I believe that
project C.A.R.E. has helped to establish a foundation for Cedar Spring Baptist to engage
in creation care project beyond project C.A.R.E.

5. The discussion times helped to connect the congregation as a whole to the subject of
creation care. The discussion times helped me to realize that the congregation as a whole
did not have access to the survey data as I did. The congregation could not see that the
majority of those responding to the surveys had an overwhelmingly positive attitude
toward creation care. But when the congregation gathered together to discuss the topic, it
was clear to all that creation care had broad support at Cedar Spring Baptist. I believe the
discussion times could help embolden those who emerge from project C.A.R.E. with a
strong conviction towards environmental stewardship. I would not be surprised to see in
the future certain individuals coming forward with creation care ideas for Cedar Spring
Baptist. One of those attending the discussion times asked me what we were going to do
next about this topic. It was apparent that this person was ready to do something to help
with creation care.
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6. The discussion times helped to remind the congregation of God’s promise to redeem
creation. I was surprised at how many of the discussion times comments were related to
how one day God would restore creation to the way it was in the beginning. Several
mentioned how they were looking forward to the day when God would make all things
news. Creation’s restoration was closely linked to the Messianic rule of Christ.

7. The discussion times were beneficial to be as a pastor. The discussion times showed
me that I could use the basic framework of project C.A.R.E. to address a vast number of
other biblical subjects. It was encouraging to see the congregation coalesce around the
creation care topic in the discussion times. As the participants were discussing the topic,
it was encouraging to see people nodding their heads as if the subject had clicked in their
minds. As I move beyond project C.A.R.E., I believe that there are other issues that I can
address in a similar fashion.

I am very confident that the congregational discussion times were a success for project
C.A.R.E. These discussion opportunities provided vital feedback for the project as well
as for my ministry. I feel that I successfully met this project goal.
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