Gardner-Webb University
Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University

Christopher Green Love Love Family

5-20-1924

News Clipping - 1924, May 20 - History of the Formation of
Cleveland County in 1841 and Shelby's Beginning

Unknown

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-
christopher-green-love

Recommended Citation

Unknown, "News Clipping - 1924, May 20 - History of the Formation of Cleveland County in 1841 and
Shelby's Beginning" (1924). Christopher Green Love. 1.
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love/1

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Love Family at Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Christopher Green Love by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons @ Gardner-Webb University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@gardner-webb.edu.


https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-love-family
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love/1?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-christopher-green-love%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@gardner-webb.edu

(]

EEVEL:;ND STAR. SHELIY, N. C. . TUESDAY, MAY 20, 1924. ‘

————

HISTORY OF FORNIATION OF CLEVELIND
= COURTY IN 1841 AND SHELBY'S BEGINNING

, many
r and a

Durham was the grand chief and his'
law partner, Lee McAfee was grand
cyclops.

After the war the patriotic spirit
of the people was put to the test for
when the men came home from the
war they found destruction every-
where and had to begin at the Bottom
again to start the progressive move-
ment of rebuilding almost every en.

Names of Men Who Had Something to Do With

Its Beginning. 150 Acres of Land Given for
Shelby Site by James Love in 1842. First
Court Bell Still in Use. '

(By Mus. J. Frank Roberts, §he]by.)

The legislature of 1835 recommend-
ed that big counties be divided, be-
cause smaller counties were more con-
venient for the people.

Then the people of eastern Ruther-
ford county and western Lincoln
county called a meeting of the citi-
zens to discuss the advisability of ask
ing. for a new county. Following is a
copy of the proceedings of that meet.
ine, which was published in the Car-
olina Gazette and preserved in a
scrap book ocwned by Mrs. T. G. Bor-
ders. ; ?

“A numerous assemblage of the cit-
izens of the lower part of Rutherford
county and the upper part of Lincoln
county convened at the dwelling house
of Teator Beam on Thursday, Septem-
ber 22, 1836 for the purpose of con-
sultine together upon the expediency

 of petitioning to the next general as-

sembly for redress of their grievances
so long endured by reason of the ex-
tent of territory composing the two
counties and the consequent remote-
ness irom their respective court
houses; whereupon the meeting was
organized by appointing George Cab-
aniss, Esq., chairman and  William
Roberts secretary. On motion of Dr.
W. J. T. Miller a committee ~of six
from each county was appointed to
take the subject into consideration,
to-wit: John Neil. James S. Oates,
John Roberts. Robert Falls, Joshua
Beam and William Graham
part Linesln county. Samuel Bailey,
Yancey Reisendine, Thomas Roberts,
Isaae I. Trvin, George Cabaniss and
William Covington for the county of
Rutherford, who reported
se¢retary prepare a petition to be pre
sented to the citizens of said counties
for their signatuterand that the same
be laid before the ensuing general as-
sembly praying that a new county be
established. (Then followed the boun-
dary lines asked for). Which report
being unanimously concurred in, the
nroceedings were ordered to be pub-
lished in the “Carolina Gazette” and
the “Lincoln Transcript” for the space
of 230 dave

of the!

that the '

were the chief crops, very. little cot-

ton was raised.

The men made mots of the shoes
from home-tanned leather, the women
spun and wove the cloth, from wool,
flax and cotton, to clothe their fami.
lies and slaves. Most farmers had
their own blacksmith shops and made
the implements used.

The tobacco was packed in huge
hogsheads, a bar passed through the
center, shafts were fastened to the
ends of this bar and the tobacco was
rolled to Charleston. Although the
roads were extremely rough
creeks to be forded the tobacco reach-
ed its destination in safety.

The early settlers of this section
were Scotch-Irish and Germans who
came from Pennsylvania and Virgin-
ia when those sections became too
crowded for them.

Wheelers history of North Carolina
written in 1851  says of Cleveland
county:

“I}Ithough a new county its revolu- | §

tionary history is full of glowing in-
cidents. It was on the heights of
Kings Mountain which is partly in
this county, that on the 7th of Octo-
ber 1780 brave mountaineers of this
region attacked: the British  troops
under Colonel Ferguson, routed them
and slew him,

It was achieved by raw, undiscip=
lined men. who never before were in
battle, without any government of..
ficers or any authority from the gov-
ernment under which they lived and
for ‘which they fought, without pay,
rations or ammunition, reward or the
hovne of reward.”

In 1846 during the war with Mex-
ico more men volunteered to go than

and | f

were taken, I was unable to find out
how many or who they were except
Capt. Chris Love was in command
when .the marched away. o

This spirit of patriotism was kept
alive in their descendants who began
at .once to build up the county, first
building churches, with a school house
near by, through the county; usudlly

the pastor was the teacher,

terprise,

J. Z. Falls and Peter Baxter built
the first cotton mill it was at Double
Shoals. A. R. Homesley built the first
woolen mill on Muddy Fork.

Dr. Turner taught the first
school, started in 1870.

The county furnished a councilor. of
state, Columbus Mills, a. state audi-
tor, two judges, two congressmen and
one solicitor. Its delegates to the con-|
stitutional convention were Dr: W. J.
T. Miller, Dr. J. W. Tracy, David
Beam, R Swann and Plato Durham.,

male

The United States dollar seems fo'
to h: s Ale

)

ace of Esperantg

—_




George Cabaniss, Chairman.
William Robexgs, Secretary October
6th, 1836. .
This was the real beginning of the
new county. ?
On January i1th 1841, Dr. W. J. T.

Miller of Rutherford county introduc- |

ed a bill in the legislature “to form a
| néw county from part of Lincoln and
part of Rutherford counties.” By the
nssistance of Hon, Michael Hoke and
John Bunvan of Lincoln county jithe
bill passed the legislature. The new
county to be named in honor of Col.
Benjamin Cleaveland of Wilkes coun-
tv and the county seat in honor of
Col Isnac Shelby, both of Revolution-
ary fame.

The first session of the county
court was ordered to be held on the
second Monday in March 1841, at the

house of William Weathers. This
house was mear the center of the
county and at the muster ground
where the militia regiments assem-
bled. ’

The next meeting of court should

be held in August, at this meeting the
county officers were to be elected.

" The justices who composed the first
court were, Green B. Palmer, Burwell
Bridges and Simon McCurry. They
elected A. R Homesly clerk, William
H. Green register and Charles Blanton
sheriff.

A committee of five men, A. Dur-
ham. B, Bryant, D. Gray, D. McDow-
ell, J. Andrews, R. H. Burton, A. Mec,
Corkle, H. Cansler and Eli Hoyle was
appointed'to select a site for the Cour.
ty seat, with instructions to locate it
not mové than four miles from Wil-
sons mineral spring, ‘“justly celebrat.
ed for its excellent sulphur = water
and is much resorted to in the sum-
mer by invalids and votaries of pleas.
ure,” Wheeler History of N. C.

They were influenced to decide on
the present site by a gift of 150
acres of land from Mr. James Love,
for the town to be located on.

“The court house and jail to be er-
ected in accordance with the provis-
ions of the act of the asesmbly estab-
lishing the county. * * * # Anqd
with the perfect undertsanding thet

six one-acre lots be designgted and|

set apart by the commissioners ap-
pointed to lay off the said town for
purposes of religion and educatior,
two of which are to be appropriate to
the use of a male and female academy,
the others for the use of such church.
es as may be permitted by the corpor
ation of said town.”

The lots which were designated for
“business” were sold at auction and
brought fabulous  prices, the pro-
ceeds were turned into the town treas
ury. This was on the old ‘stage road”
that was built in 1802 and the stage
passed three times a week from Sal-
isbury to Rutherfordton.

The first court house was built in
1842 and occupied in January 1843. It
was built of logs and was used  till
1874. The bell was given by Mr. Whit-
field and is still in use.

As Charleston was the nearest mar-
ket for farm products the farms were
mostly small ones, the owners had
only a few slaves. Corn and tobacco

The first free schools were taught
in 1848. - : 4
- Railroad bonds were, voted in 1858
but the road was not completed to
Shelby upatil 1873. Progress ' on all
‘s being made when the ‘war |
“the states began, and volun-
e called upon to defend the
b PV Of a population of 1,800
00 men answered the eall,
~went  from  Cleveland
‘wrding to population, than
Hor ther county in the state.|
re 800 members of the Ku |l
n the county, the reasons ||
anization in the  county
courts, bad government |
istiz‘:al desi.re to defeat the
by frichtening the ne

tribu 3
relafrom the poles. Plato
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