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SAT.UTATIRY.

Tn appearing before the intelligent
and christian public as a moral and
religious instructor, we have felf
great reluctance. Several years ago
it pleased God fo call us into His
vineyard as a laborer; and, with a

‘deep senso of our unworthiness and

imperfoctions, we obeyed the call,

_aud have ever’sinco been striving to

do gomething for Christ. We have
gone forth sowing in tears. Wo
have seen but little of the fruits of
our labor; but the consciousness of
having done something of, our dufy,
and feeling a firm faith in the pro-

' mises of God that His word shall

not return unto Him void, and our
labor not be in vain, we &are encour-
aged to toil on, patiently waiting for
the rewards

Having now presumed to enter a
new and lavger field of labor, a sanse
of our unworthiness seems also much
inereased.

s al
rist, furnishes us some of our mo--

o8 1o this work.

Believing, as we do, that Baptist .

ingiples are. Grospel principles, woe
sirg {o labor, to the extent of our
r;ility’, in spreading the docirines
Tiieh, we hold.
{norance and traditions have great-
? hindered the progress of our canse.
he cqusd of truth and the righteous
hg alyays suffered “for the lacl of
nowlgdge.” We have a great in-
lination, thevefore, to hold forth the
lare gospel principles which we, as
| denomination, believe, and to raise
juth from bheneath the errors, su-
jorstitions and traditions which
I‘rong practice has long' been heap-
g upén some of bur purest doe-

- lrines.  Oup hope is to establish the

joung: in these principles, and to
lauge them “to grow in grace and in
he knowledge of our Lord Jesus

Howover inviting the Uhrist.™ Our feeble efforts shall be

Wo feel, too, thaf -

. field may be to our mind, yet wo for the welfare of our young brethren

have many doubts as to our ability hnd sisters in Christ—7o feod the lambs

" to use the.pen with success, and tonf Christ's Aok

accomplish dur grent desire of teach-' We Lelieve that one of tho greaf-
ing by episile as well as word. * "\Ve“nst aids to the spread of our prinei-
foel, however, a sense of duty im-iples and the progress of the gospol,
pelling as to this work. Our dosireis the Sunday School cause.
to advocate the cause of God andis, indeed, the nursery of our church-
{ruth, to see a more gencml spread es. Nobwithstanding the benefits of
of useful and religious knowedge, this institution, the Baptists are slow
and to witness mwre true godlinessin availing thomselves of 'its aid.
in those who prefess tlie name of Until yevently, cur country Wifivciiae

This |

e




: \
. |

*

2 The Daplist ('/m_r& andd Sunday Sehool Jf'qssc—nqc}.

were almost entirely without Suiday
Schools.  While we are pleasdd fo
see our. churches rapidly adopfing
this cause, yet there is reason|for
rogret that there is still great disti-
tution in regard to_Sunday Sehdls.
Tt is -our desive and prayer to ffod
that all of our churches may soo1 he
blessed with their influence. Om of

our strongest motives to enter uhon

this whrk is o advocate the Sunlay
School cause. Having had anp-
portunity to know that there isjon
the part of many of our churcleg
and hrethren, a gredf desire topg-
tablish Sunday Schools and to kiyy
their true worth and the best metlyq
of conducting them, we have undy.
taken, while abler pens'are idlej
publish a monthly periodical §p
which we shall endeavor to advocite
DBaptist principles, and _the interestéof
Sunday Schools 1n our churchos: ‘
We expect to secure the piely aq

* talents of some of our ablest brod.

ren fo contribute to tho reading m
tor of oar Mossonger. We hop,
therefore, it will ‘not_fail to ‘acco
plish the end for which it is design
It is our purpose that the pages
our paper shall contain nothing bE
“glad tudings” and messages -of pea
‘Wo expect to guard them from bitth
confroversy, ’ .
, Our motto is ““One Lord, one Faif,
ong, Baptism.”  This is a favori
weapon, with which the Baptists ha
long fought their opponents. . Fe

- ing that all the discipley of Chri

should tontend earnestly for tha faif

— e e

PR

. [Jan.,

once delivered to the saints, “striving:
to koep the umty of the spirit in the
bonds of peace,” and to be one as
Christ and God aro one, they have '
contended with the advocates of in-
novation and error for “one Lord,
one Faith, one Baptism,” as the
conly means of this perfect union.
‘While we may not suffor this “sword
of the spirit” to lie idle in regard to
our enemies, yet Wo purpose. to use

@i, gently, on the Baptists themselves,

They have broken this weapon, and
can make only a feeble resistance,
It is true that the Baptists, as a body,
have ever had the same Tord and
the same Baptism ; but it .cannot I
said that they have been of the same
mind and refained the same Zuiff,
They, themselves, have been split to
pieces. This is a most deplorable
fact. Tt has weakened us more than
all the assaults of our foes. =

‘With a heart that aches over our
divided and fallen condition, and
continued prayers to God for wnion
and peace among the soldiers of the
cross, wo shall advocate #One Liord,
one Faith, one Baptism’ in the ranks
of the Baptistg themselves. .

And now we appeal toour Baptist
brethren, and all who love our Tord
Jesus Christ in truth, to come to our
help—*‘the help of the Lord against
the mighty.” (ive us your patron-
age, your forbearance and your
prayers ; Bnd now may God bless his
servants, sanctify all righifful means
oi advancing trath, and let Iis king-
dom come.

BAPTIST CHURCHE NoT INDEPENDENT.

Trr independence of each chur.ci, deeply impressed on the minds of oupr

has long beon a favorite thowio withh Baptist hrethren.

Baptists. There is a sense in which . Tt is true that every gospel ¢hurch
each church is an indapondmitbod;)’;f{ is an independent body. Tt is ac-
but in another and more mnportanl gountable to mo other clfurch or
sense 10 Daptist chuxch is indopeni péwer on earth. There is ng appéal
dent.. And it is of great consequencd from its decisions to any earthly tri-
that this paradox, ar apparent coni punal, civil or ecclpsiastical. Such
tradiction, should e understood, ﬂU}1 a ¢hurch has the power of discipline
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in itself. - It can choose its own offi-
cers, administer the word and ordi-
nances of the gospel, receive or ex-
clude its own menibers, without the
direction or authority of any other
body. DBut when we rightly view'
these privileges of a gospel chirch
in 1ts relation to the gospel kingdom,
such a church «has rather the office
of a servant than a master or an inde-
pendent body. Thisleads us to con-

sider the fact that no Baptist or gospel

church 1s absolutely independent. A gos-
5 ¥el church is the servant of Christ.
t must obey his laws and commands,
and never devise, adopt or fellow
any otherbut his. Christ is king in
in Zion, and all saints or beliovers
are his subjects. . Having entered
his kingdqm, each local assembly of
christians, as well as each individual
saint, 18 bound to do all things ac-
cording to the pattern given by Christ
and his Apostles. A church has no
right or authority to change the laws
and ordinances of the gospel, and no
power to enact new laws or establish
new ordinances.  Christ has given
all that is necessary for the welfare
of his kingdom and churches to the
ond of time. Persons or assemblios
thus bound by a divine constitution,
by laws and ordinances appointed by

an Almighty King, can never boast -

of absolute freedom. They are ab-
solutoly dependent on their King;
and it is rebellion for them to assert
their freedom or deviate from one
single law of Christ. The only {ree-
dom any christian or any church hag
in regard to these things, is the Iib-
orty of using reason in devising the
wisest and most effectual means of
executing the laws of Christ, and ac-
complishing his righteous will. ~ Pe-
dobaptist denominations can rightly
claim absclute independence. ‘They
have cut themselves loose, and have
floated off from the Iaws of Christ on
the corrupt sea of human wisdomg
They nominally claim Christ as their
king; but they have changoed his
laws and ordinances. They have
enacted new laws and established

Baptist Churehes wdf. Indopendent. 8

new prdinances. . They have substi-
tuted their own inventions, and have
thus asserted.the insufficiency of the
gospil, and their ability and author-
iy t¢ govern themselves. We see
such pbsolute independence as this *
clearly set forth'in the writings of
such fmen as Mosheimn and Neander,
who ¢laim, as they do in their church
histoties, that, excepting the funda-
mentl_l doctrines of the go'spel,‘ all
“is mutable.”  They maintain that
therelwas a particular order of things
established in the Apostolic churches,
“undgy the direction of the Spivit of
God.™ This order of things, say
they, was best suited to those times..
But fhey argue that these forms may
be changed to suif the cistoms and
circtimstances of after times. This.
powen of ehanging the apostolic or-
dor of things, they say, is invested in
the cl\‘l_lr-ch.— Such power and inde-
pendeyeo are claimed by the churelh
of Rowe, and all hor offspiring. This
is thei} practice, and is the author of
all the orrors and corruptions in re-
gard t¢ the kingdom of Christ. = Such
power; guch independence, belongs
10 np gospel or Baptist church,

| BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS,

If such is the nature of a Baptist
chnurehl is i right that Baptists should

form syoh bodies .as asseciations and

convetons?  What' authority have /
they foy 50 doing ?  These are gues-

tions which often recur to our mind,

and waich we will now attempt to
answon,

' Wo lave stated above that all the:
freedom any christian or any churel
can exereiso, is the liberfy of using
reason in - devising the wikest and
most effoetnal means. of exceuting
the lawgof Chiist, and accomplishing
his wills -

Now, if to devise and consult as to
the b(‘-shknnrl wisest mothod of carry-
ing out the requirements of the gos-
ol, and, building up Christ’s ling-
dom, is the object of an association,
and not to enact laws and change *
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the ordinancos of the gospol—ilfitis

be the object, we say, then the for-.

mation of associations, in. whid: is

safety because of a mulbitude of jpun-

sollors, is wise and lawful. ¢
There is no plain command fuithe

New Testament for the formatbn of

such councils ; but certain acti and
movements of the Apaestolic chwrches
Jead us to the conclusion thatstich
councils are wise and useful. — Those
movements roferred to.were fir the
purpese of securing and maintdning
peace and uniformity of- practee in

the churches, and- to unite thir of-

forts in relieving tho poor saing and
spreading the gospel. AR L
In Acts 15, we learn that sdne of

the Apostolic churches wero gleatly

divided on the subject of circ
jon. . Certain brethren were closen,
among whom was Paul and
bas, to go up to Jerusalem anf hold
a council with the apostles,
and church in that city; in ofler to

amethod of -settling their diflig
This council met and wrote dletter.
to the ¢hurches in trouble, agising
them what cotirse fo pursue. [Now,

this det of the churches atl the .

council wn! sufficient to justly our
']3:11’:1‘[»‘51‘. fiti®rs in organiziu;{ F‘a-,'ocia-

tions of churches, and calling them

tist association oversteps the fpunds
of on “advisory council,” andjeging
to give authoritative advice, Wasked,
and fo make laws for the Mgernal,
regulation and discipline of cljrches,
then it is “lording it over Gofls her.

“advisory eouncil.”  When G‘E'Bap.

itage,” and usurping tho autlity of, work.

the Pope of Rome.

[Jan.;

The other precedent of the Apos-
tolic ‘churches, which our Baptist
fathers imitated in the formation of
associutions, 75 their uniting to send
confributions to the support of the
poor saints and gospel laborers of
other churches. Paul said to the
Corinthian chureh, “T robbed other
churches, taking wages of them to
do you service.”
times united in this work of charity.
The churches of Macedonia chose
“the brother whose praise in the gds-
pel was throughout all the churches,”
and another brothergrhom Paul had -
“oftentimes proved diligent in many
things,” to accompany Titus, as the
beavers of their contributions. If

‘any should inquire as to the mission -

of these delegates, they were directed
to reply, “they arve the miessengers of
the clurches, and the glory of Christ.”
(2C6r. 8.) This, we think, is another
ground sufficient to justify the form-
ation of religious unions in which the
prayers and contributions of the
churchesshall concentrate, and thence
flow out as -“a river, the streams
whereof make glad the city of God.?

. If our associations follow these
apostolic examples, and * conciliate
churches when they ask advice, and
thus, by nicans of their counsels, se-
cure and preserve peace and unity
among our churches, theyare ac-
eomplishing a great work. If, by’
means of these unions, the efforts of
the churches are concentrated in
sending out the gospel, they are law-
ful, and will accomplish. a great

iy

BAPTIST DOCTEINES AND BAPTIST ERRORS.

CHAPTER L-THE OWGIN OF THE BAPTISTS.

Tux Baptists claim to haw origi-
nated directly from' Christ gad hig
Apostles.  They heliovo
chiurches wlich were plaute{ by the

fi; b the {

inspired Apostles ' wero Daptist
churches. Or, in other words, that
they were camposed of the same kind
of matevial, (vepenfing, believing and

Churches somes .
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baptized persons)—that they held the,

samo doctrine, in  the main, &8 i8
held by. this denomination at the
prosent time. The Baptists claim ta
be coeval with the new or gospel
dispensation—that John the Baptist,
who prepared the way for the coming
of 'Christ and begad to set up his
kingdom, really began the denomi-
nation which is now honored by the

name of Baptists. And it is a fact’

worthy of remark that this is the
only denomination of christians who
, can claim a scriptural name. It
geems that Providence has so ordered
it that the only denomination that
still holds to_the ancient mode of
baptism by immersion, as institated
by John the Baptist, is yet designa-
ted by “Baptists.” To substantiate
the claims of the Baptists to an apos-
tolie origin, we would refer the reader
to the great similarity of the faith
(or docfrine) and practices of the
Baptist churches of the present day,
tos that of the first or Apostolie
churches. . p g

Do the Baptists insist on repent-
ance as a_pre-requisite to baptism
and membership in the visible king-
dom of Christ? So did John tho
Ba\ptist, 50 Ohuist, so his Apostles.
Do the Baptists require faith in
- Chuist, as'the true Messiah and Sa-
viour ? So did John, and Chzist, and
the Apostles. Do they require all
who repent and believe to be im-
mersed before they can enter the
kingdom of Christ? So did John,
and Christ, and the Apostles. There-
fore, we see such a likeness betieen
the practice of the founders of the
gospel kingdom and that of Baptists
of the present day that we are forced,
to acknowledge them the same.

D‘id John baptize in the river Jor-
dan? So do tho Baptists perform

that ordinance in a river, or in some °

water sufficient to jmmezse the whole
body. Did John baptize at Enon,
near to Salim, because there was
much: water there ? Did Philip and
the eunoch both o down .into the

L

Daptist Doctrines énd Baglist, Zrrovs. { ¥ 5

-

wator and come up out of the water? -

Soflo the Baptists.

Their views as to the significance
of baptism, seem the same. The
scriptures say, “buried with Christ
by haptism.” So the Baptists hold.
Does God, in his word, say that bap-
tism is “not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of
a good conscience towards God ?”
So the Baptists maintain. .

* If - we consider the aLmilzL‘rity of .

church officers and church govern-
ment in.the Apostolic churches and

those of the Baptists, we see an evi-

dence that the latter have an apos-
tolic brigin. The scriptures give us
aecount of. only two offices in any

‘gospel chureh—that of bishop or

elder, and that of deacon. The Bap-
tist chunchos hold only these two.
Were the Apostolic churches frée
and independent  in their nature?
And did they do all their business

on republican principles, by the voicos

and congent of the members? Cer-
tainly they did, and so do Bapfists.

Tho jdentity of tha doctrines
taught in the New Testament and

‘those of the Daptists, in general, is

another proof. The Baptists, mn a
word, roceive the word of God, espe-
cially as containéd in the New Testa-
ment, as their guide. They admit
of no human alterations. Adid$hough
they may differ somewlg';zt among
themselves on -sinor subjects, yet
they hold the scriptures as their only
guide of faith and practice. h

Tt might appear moro satisfaetory
t0 our opponents could wo show them
Jlainly the connection of the Daptist

churciies of the present day with the

Apostolic churches—could wo show
ther the unbroken chain that links
onr denomination to those churches.
But, owing to the imperfection of our
church history, this is not an easy
task. We contend, however, that
the chain which links the Baptist
churches of our denomination fo each.
other in every age, and all to” the
Apostolic churchos, has never beon
broken: During the firsh thres con-
f
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turies is where the, link seems fo
be missing, as seen in otir church
histories. But a little reflection 1is

" gufficient to show any one that thig

is not a broken link in our histery.
‘What the apostolic churches were, in
their divine organization and origin,
they must have continued to he for

the first two or three centuries after
the days of the Apostles, with some’

slight but increasing . corruptions.

. If ‘these apostolic churches were

Baptist in principles and praciice

" when first orgamized, we have mo

doubt but that they were the same
in their main principles and practice
for eenturies afterwards. - Truth and

error both werk gradually on human -

society: + And just as it takes a long
time to dethrone error and establish
tynth in the hearts and minds of so-
ciety at large, so when once estab-

lished in the light of truth; especially’

divine truth, it requires time to cor-
rupt and utterly change #the” fuith
and practice of the masses. Thus it

E IJ an.,

Tiest protestants, stigmatized as here-
ties, constituted the true church of
Christ—Hais faithful witnesses. This
church fled from persecution and op-

_pressionand dwelt inthe wilderness—

_in dens and caves—and wandered

wasin regard to the corruption of

christianity. The apostolic churches
flowed down through the first centu-
xy or two with much of that frans-
parent clearness and -beauty which
characterized them at the' apestolic
fountain. :

After a. fow' centuries, “‘the faith
once délivered to the saints”” hecamo
so corrupted —the ordinances fo
changed, that discord and divisions
oceurred.. There were' many' true,
congervative christians in  thesa
churcheswho contended for the faith
and combatted the advocates of in-
novation and corruption; but these

faithfol witnesses for the fruth, being

in the minority, and falling a proy
to the persecuting spirit of the adve-
cates of error, rent off from even
these apostelic churches—they pro-
tested, and in this way hecame stig-
matized as hereties. And here, whergs

- these apostolic churches burst asun-

der, is where our church histories
begin: They preterid to ‘give 4 his-
fory of the chnrch of Christ, but give
a bistory of anti-Christ. These ears

about in sheepskins and goatskins,
and passed thus hidden through
dark ages and came down to the
resent the same faithful witnesses
for the truth. Many of these were®
to be found among the Waldenses
and other ancient sects. So we see
that the history of the true church,
for the first few centuries, is the
same as that of the apostolic church-
es. But after these few centuries
this frue church of 'Christ is to be
found with the dissenters from the
corrupted mass of the church, and
with those who were stigmatized as
heretics by them. . And as the Bap-
tists belieye that the apostolicchurch-
es were essentially Baptist, so they
believe that their history, for the first
two or three cepturies after Chuist,
is thersame as that of these apostalic
churches. - And since the two or thres
centuties tho history of the Bapfists
is' connected with these dissenters
and hereties. ; ik
But that there is no. clear history
of the Baptists through all the darls
ages of the past, that they cannot
ghow the unbroken chain of apostolie
succession, is no argument ggainst
their apostolic origin.  'We believe
the apostolic churches were Baptists.
‘We know that there are now church-
es of the same faith and order. We
have the beginning and ending of
this chain of succession, though the
middle swags down into the darknegs
of the intervening past, yel we be-
lieve the chain ‘is unbroken and the

Jinks all there. " But even if it has

been broken at any time in the past,
it is no argument that the Baptist
churches are not of an apogtolie ori-
gin. God i able to weld the chain
or insert new Iinks,  We maintain
that any organization of rgpenting,
believing and baptized persons who
vovenant . together ofi the terms of
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the gospel, acknowledging Christ as
their King, and loving him as theiz
Tord, is essentially a gospel churgh,
whose principles and foundation are

Baptist Doctrind i Blptist Errors. ® - 7

apostolic, whother this church has
passed under the handsof those who
have come down in an unbroken
succession from the Apostles or not.

CHAPTER ILe

MEANING OF CHURCH.' |

The Baptists beliave that the Greek
word ecclesia has two specific moan-

ings as used to denote the assembles

of the saints. 1t is used one hun-
dred and ten times in the New Tes-
tament to denote such assemblies.
Sometimes it is used to denote the
whole family of the redeemed—all
the elect of God—the mystical body
of 'Christ, as “church of the- first
bern.” hen it is not thus used to
denote saved of every age-and
nation. now in h?i:w_en or in earth
- v 4 3

and yet to como, it is used to denote .
separate assemblies of saints on the
earth, as tho church at Jerusalem,
at Antioch, &e. As thus used to de-
note alocal, vigible assembly of saints
a church is defined and believed to
be a single assembly of fruly baptized
believers, organized essentially after
the manner of the Apostolic church-
es, where the pure word of God is
preached and practised, the ordinan-
ces . rightly administertd, and thd
laws of divine discipline enforced.

_THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST—OF §0D—QF IEAVEN.

There are differont meanings to the
phragés “Kingdomof Christ’-“King-
dom of Ctod”—*Kingdom of Heav-
en.” Tt sometimes denotes the uni-
versal and eternal reign of Jehoval,
as the triufie God. This dominion

~extends over all the universe of God
—over the heavens, the earth and
hell. Sometimes itimports the same
as the church—the mystical body of
« Ohrist—all the family of the redeem-
ed. In this sense Christ is king in
Zion. But the expression “Kingdom
of Christ” denotes the new or gospel
dispensation, the reign of grace and
truth which came by the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth.
This is the kingdom which the .pro-
Ehat Daniel spoke of, as to be det up
y God at a certain timo. “In the
days of those kings ghall the God of

heaven get up a kingdom which shall
nover be destroyed.” Dan. 2: 4y
‘When the days of these kings had
comie, God, sent a mighty prophet—
yea, lmore than a prophet—in the
pérson of John the Baptist, to pre-
pare thoe way before the Messiah, and
to make ready a people for the Lord.
Thig “Hlias who was to come,” began
to preach in the wildernéss of Judea,
and to say “Repent yo, for the km_g- ¢
dom of heaven is at hand,” . This,
wo are fold by Mark (1: 1), was “the
beginning of tho gospel of Josus
Chyist the son of God.”  Immediate-
ly Jesus himself began preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of lod,
and saying ‘“The time is fulﬁllcd,
and the kingdom of heaven is ab
h&ud-” ’

‘10w PERSONS ENTERED THIS KINGDOM.

The setting up of this Kingdom
consisted in certain divine requisi-
tions or regulations to which all who,
would enter must conform. Thosa
requisitions are three, which consti-

tute a person & member of the visible
asell as spiritual kingdom of Chuist.
Repentance; Juith, and baptem, Were
thesa heaven appointed. requisifes to
admission into the kingdom of Christ-
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John the Baptist required men fo re-
pent of their gins, to renew their
Tives. He pointed them to the Mes-

siah who was shortly to come, and

required them to exercise a genuine
£aith in him as the Saviour of ' the
world. He ther immersed all who
sincerely complied with fhe requi-
gitions of. the kingdom, and they
were fully initiated into the visi-
ple kingdom of heaven. Now, the
Baptist doctrine is that fo reform
one’s life (repent), believe in Christ,
and to be immersed into the name of
- Father, Son and Holy Ghost, is the
* only means of entering into the visi-
‘ble kingdom of heaven, which God
set up in the days of John the Bap-
tist and Christ. These, too, must be
+ observed in their natural and serip-
toral order. Repentance first, then
faith, then baptism. - True repent-
ance and faith will make any one an
heir of heaven; but without true
" baptism e has not entered the visi-
ble kingdom of Chyist. A kind of
‘zepentance and faith not genuine,
with true baptism, will not make a
~person a member of this kingdom.
Pimon Magus feigned repentance
and faith, and was truly baptized,
but had no share or lot with the true
subjects of Christ’s kirgdom. Re-
pentance, faith and baptism are thres
doors leading into the kingdom gf
- ‘heaven. Baptism is the inner door
and cannot be enfered until the doors
of repentance and faith haze been
passed. The door of faith stands Be-
tween l'epentan(-n anid y h&‘{)ti,—m[’ and
cannot be entered nntil that of ro-
penfance hasbeen passed. Baptism
13, then, net the door intg the church,
the mystical body of Churist, the fam-
ily of the redeemed, nor a doot into
a local church, an assembly of saints
on earth ; beeause regeneration is the
door into the invisible church of
Christ, and a vote of the assembly is
. the door into a local church of saints
on earth. Baptism is the inner dooy
‘of enfrance info the visible kingdom
of Ohrist. Jesus had no sins to're-
pent of, needed no faith in & Saviour

g [J(_!.)l., X

other than himself; but a8 aman he

‘could not enter this visible kingdom

of heavén excopt through the sacred
door of baptism.
a woman, made under the law.”
¢He took on him the seed of Abra-
ham.”" “Was made in the' fashion
of sinful flesh.” Tt was necessary
that he should fulfill all the law and

prophets—should keep the law in

our stead. Tence he said to John,
in reference to his baptism, “Suffer
it to be so now, for thus it becometh,
us to fulfill all righteousness. Xtwas
a law and regulation of this kingdom
that Christ himself should enter it by
the door of baptism.

‘Woe have shown that repentance,
faith and baptism were the visible
signs of the establishmenfand pres-
ence of this new kingdom of heaven

—tho doors of admission into this )

kingdom. o P

The Baptist view of this kingdom
does not_stop with its visible signs
and external constitution and ap-
pearance; but they regard it also as
spiritual in its maturc, as consisting:
of “righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost.”  The wvisible
and spiritnal natures of this kingdom
avo inseparable. While repentance
(true reformation), faith in Christ
and baptism constitute that which is
visible in regard to this kingdom,

*the same things express that which

is spiritual, They icdicate thit mys-
tical union which subsists between
Christ and his chureh "univeérsal.—
They show that allegianca ‘and obe-
dignco to Christ their king which
characterize the spiritual reign of the
Messialt in the heavts of his‘people.

“These signs, which show the power «

of graco and salvation as revealed in
the gospel, and display the visible
and spiritual reign of Christ on earth,
constitute; that . kingdom whiu!n can
boe both seen and felt—tliat blessed

kingdom which is holiness and poace .

in the soul and in the world—that
kingdom W]uch 18 50 small that it is
contained "in the heart of every bhe-
lieyer, and yet so pewerful and in-

“He was made of '
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creasing that it is destined to fill the
whole world. “ 3 y
The Baplists have always main-
tained that none but rational and
adult persons, who have been regen*
erated by the grace and spirit of
God, and who have manifested this
‘change by repentance, faith and bap-

‘tism, have any right to its privileges, .

or can by any means enter this visi-
ble kingdom of heaven. Hence, they
have ever heen opposed to infant
membership, as both unscriptural
and contrary to the nature and design
of Christ’s kingdom on earth. They
also oppose the reception of adults
who have not attended to the indis-
pensable pre-requisites of repentance,
faith and baptism in their scriptural
order and meaning. ' This seems to
‘them to be the teachings of the gos-
pel of the kingdom. And the Bap-
tists have ever maintained that it is
' adaring and dangerous presumption
in mortal and fallible man to deviate
from, or change the laws of Christ’s
kingdom, as given by the Saviour
in the gospel.  They regard the gos-
pel as the divine and infallible guide
of the subjects of His kingdom.
They contend that the gospel of
Christ contains all the laws and reg-
ulations that are necessary for the
progress anid welfare of that king-
dom in all time to ‘come; and that it
containg all the rules of faith and
practice which are requisite to the
salvation of the saints and the tri-
umph of Christ’s kingdom. :
Many of the sects who proteste
apgainst the early corruptions and in-
novations of the kingdom of Christ,
and who were stigmatized as here-
ties, and whom' the Baptists claim
48 their representatives and the faith-
ful witnesses of the truth in those
dark ages of the past, advocated
these saume doctrices in regard to
the kingdom of heaven. i
Dr. Mosheim, who was an invete-
rate hater of the Anahaptists, whose
fistory he pretonds to give, in sus-

Baptist Doctrinessand Baptist Errors. 9

taining the “boasted claim’ of this
sect to a “descent, from the Walden-
ses, Petrobrusians end other ancient
sects, who are usually considered as
witnesses of the truth in the times of
general darkness and superstition,”
makes the following candid statement
“Before the rise of Luther and Cal-
vin, there lay concealed, in almost all
the countries of Burope, particularly
in Bohemia, Moravia, Switzerland
and Germany, many persons who
adhered tonaciously to the following
doctrine, which the Waldenses, Wick-
Jiffites and: Hussites had maintained,
viz: “That the kingdom of Christ or
+the visible church which he estab-
s lished upon earth, wus an assembly
of true and real saints, and ought
therefore to be inaccessible to the
wicked and unrighteous, and also
exempt from all those institutions
which human prudence suggests to
oppose the progress of iniquity and
to corract and reform transgressors.”®
The same histdrian says of the Men-
nonites, or Anabaptists of a later pe-
riod, that they held the same gpinion,
in regard to Christ’s kingdom: The
following are‘his words: “The king-
dom which Christ established upon
earth is a visible church or commu-
nify, into” which the holy and the
just are alone to be admitted, and
whteh is consequently exempt from
all those" institutions and rules of
digpipline that have been invented
by human wisdom for the correction
and reformation of the wicked.”t
These quotations the learned his-
torian gives as the views of the ]f-ing-
dom of Christ as held, not only by
the Waldenses and other most an-
cient sects, but also by the Anabap-
tists of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. And these gquotations
- certainly contain the view of the
Baptists now in regard to the king-
dom of Christ.

#Afosheim’s Ch. 1Mist. 11 vol,
t o " o “w

p. 128,
P 185. vy
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RELATION AND DISTINCTION OF THE EINGDOM OF CHRIST, THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL,
AND LOCAL CHURCHES. - [ s

Having briefly defined the king-
dom of Christ which God set up in
fulfilment of the prediction of Daniel,
also the church universal, and a local
chureh, let us now notice the relation

which these three sustain to one
another.

The church universal is the most
general and comprehensive in its
nature. It is composed of all the
clect of God—the whola family of
the redeemed, of every age, mation
and kindred. It began with the first
individual ever pardoned by the blood
of Christ, and includes all who lived

and.died in the faith before the”

coming of Christ, and all repencra-
ted persons who have lived since that
time, and all who shall yet be re-
deemed in time toicome. - We think
also that it includes all who have
died in infancy. Christ is the-euly
door into this universal.church. The

- Jesus Chylst.” Lu. 16: 16. .So, when
we speak of the visible kingdom of
Christ, which was set up and estab-

- lished in the days of Christ’s minis-
tration on earth, we apply it to the
new or gospel dispensation, especially
when we consider if in the abstract.
If we view it in the concrete, or as
to its effects on men, we ses the
kingdom of Christ emboedied in ‘the
faithful followers of Christ who have
complied with the requirements of
the gospel and the regulations of this
kingdom. We ‘maintain, that this
visible kingdom can be entered only
by repentance, faith and baptism.
All who are really subjects of this
kingdom are members of the univer-
sal church or family of the redeemed,
but not all the members of this uni-
versal church are or have been sub-
jects of thisvisible kingdom of Christ.
Abraham and Moses, and, all the

Holy Spirit applies the blood of saints under the old dispensation,

Christ and washes away sin. The
soul is renewed amd horn again; and
is thus led into the general assembly
aud ehurch of the first born.
Baptism, we think, has no special
relation to the church universal.—
Hundreds and thousands were saved
under the former dispensations,. be-
fore baptism was insfifuted. And
even gince that time multitudes,
doubtless, have died in the faith and
joined the church triumphant, who

" were never haptized,

. The kingdom of Christ, as above
defined and understood, has more
veference to the -visible effects of the

are members of the universal church,:
but were never-in the gospel king-
,dom. The thief on the cross became
a member of the church universal,
but not of the visible kingdom of
heaven, because he was never bap-
tized.
Local churches are formed in the
kingdom of Christ, of those who have
* complied with the requisitions of the
kingdom, who have been duly initia-
ted and haye taken oaths of . allegi-
ance to Christ. E([rl\tering this king-
dom is not becoming a member of
any local church or assembly. We
imagine that a person could be a sub-

gospel, and the reign of grace on ject of this kingdom without heing a
earth, as seon under the new dispen- ~ member of any local church. When
sation. Tt is ratler to be compared theeunoch believed and was baptized
with and viewed in reference to the he thus became a member of the
old dispensation, in which the moral> gospel kingdom, but Probably was
and ceremonial laws held theif'sway, not a member of any local c¢hurch
than in reference to the church of wuntil long after his conversion.—
the redeemed. It is so viewed by - When persons become subjects of
some of the inspired writers of the the gospel kingdom, their affection
gospel.  “The law was given by for one another as well as their social
Moses, but grace and truth came by feelings, is greatly inereased. Heneo



it-is perfectly natural that those-who.
have entered this new state of life,
and whose lots Providence has.
thrown together, should assemble
and organize themselves info one
body, And in addition to this, it
was divinely ordered that such should

, e the tase in the kingdom of Christ.

—

. 1866.] , - The Signs of the Times, - =~ = \ 11

Henc:!, we 560 tha.t\ soon after the

‘establishment of this kingdom, and -

multitudes had pressed into it, lopal
churches were established at many
places—at Jerusalem, at Antioch,
&c.—under the direction of the in-

gpired Apostles.

i

PHE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

OBSER\’A_TION and reﬁection are
special gifts of God. They greatly
distinguish - His creature man above
other animals; and they are designed
to discharge a high office. = They

_may perceive and interpret, in many

cases, the doing of the Almighty to-
wards us. They read the " book of
life, and decipher the language of
events. “Can ye nof discern the
signs of the times?”’ said the Saviour,
intimating a just reproach to those
who had no such discernment.

Events are God’s language. =The
thoughtful and pious mind is anxious
to hearken to these mute witnesses,
and to learn the lessons they convey.
1t is a solemn -thought that all of
life speaks of God; is & continual
developement of His will; and is
ever making Him manifest, with all
the authority of His word, enforced
by that addifional and peculiar power
which attends our sympathy with
what is known to be present and
real. The word teaches us the les-’
gons of God’s will in theory : life acts
those lessons in practical effects.

The duty, therefore, of reading the
page of life rightly and reverently is
apparent, and must rise in import-
ance with the importance and pecu-
liarity of events. ’

In a crisis of our national and so-
cial history so unexpected and start-
ling as the present, it must, then,

* evidently be our duty to study seri-

ously the signs of the fimes. Recent
events and present circumstances are
significant indications of God’s will.

They speak of Him, aud of ourselves
in-relation to. Him. ~What are the

Jlessons they convey ?

I. The times now signifisantly
teach us the sovereignty of. God. God
is essentially and necessarily the king
of all the.earth—the soversign ruler
of princes. -All anthorityis fromn
Him in nature and in government.
It is He that “filleth every living
thing with good,” and it is He that
“putteth down one &nd setteth up
another,” Rach drop of dew, each
lightning clond fraught with refresh-
ing for the thirsty field, as well as
every magistrate, and’ ruler among
men, owes equally its being and its
office to Him who rules supremely
amidst “the armies of heaven and
the inhabitants of earth,” !

But while this is.a familiar truth,
as often referred to as any other, and
entertainetl in the mind without any
couscious opposition, it is too seldom
admitted practically, We too seldom
bow with “awful reverence” before
and fremble, as we ought, before.
Him who with the sword of war may
desolate, at any moment, the fairest
plains; or who, with the stealthy

pestilence, may in. a fow days lay

Waste our hopses .and wrap. every
hesrthstone with mourning and grief.

Tt is true the gospel reveals, to a
penitent believer, this awful Sove-
Yoign ruling in mercy, clothed in pa-
rental smiles amidst all His royal
dignity, and rejoi¢ing in the return

of His “prodigal” children to His

the King of kings; we do not fear .
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love and to His holiness ; but the to shew us, as never before, that He

- grandeur of His severeignty is never- alone is king. i
theless essential to the wonder and  Be it 80! No loss too heavy, no
the worth of His mercy. Wa never grief too bitter, no disappointment
comprehend the value and unspeaka- too: agonizing, if it teach us to feel,
ble blessedness of redeeming love, as christians ought, the sovereignty
until we see clearly who it is' that .of God. ; ?

has bowed to redcem and save, and II: But_these events proclaim no
from how high a throne he stooped  less impressively #4e Jeebleness of man.
to do it. The sovereignty of God, They have shewn us the feebleness

therefore, is a lesson as-essential as of human foresight ~ In the struggle

His redeeming love. We must learn  just terminated, how many human

the one, or we never truly understand anticipations have proved tutilp, ‘and

the other. ! how haye the most sagacious mindg

" Now, recent events have been aw- "beap found at fault. "The struggle

fully eloquent on this point.. “We for independence, which was Jjudged

have suddenly seen’ the Supreme  to be inevitable, was deemed also

Rulér robed in prowess; and, ag one  certain of success. “Cotton was

_who giveth not account of any of king,” and would assuredly rule the

his matters,” scattering to the winds course of events in the land of its

the hopes and expectations of mil- birth. Foreigri nations could not

lions, crushing, almost in g moment, endure long the deprivation of this

all their strongest combinations, and - article, and the consequent ruin of
rendering equally powerless-the cow- - their manufactures ; they must re-

ard and the brave. Black with con- cognize the new political confedera- ,
fusion, the political heavens have tion; and with recognition must dome

burst in a wild storm over our heads, deliverance.  What strength, too,

and what seemed a fair and wel] ce- was believed to lie in the character

mented, confederation is gone ag of the Struggle—a peonle battlin

_though it never wers. ) for liborty and indepandence. Inyga.
Whatever 'the instrumentalities ding armies could never learn . to
employed in this rapid and unlooked  stand against men fighting on their
for catastrophe, it cannot bhe denied own soil, and for tleir homes and
that Grod has beought it about, What- firesides, and victory, under such
aver the human. ends sought to be circumstances, mugt bo ours. Then,
accomplished, whatever the rights - the Genius of Finance was invoked
supposed to be violated, and the * as about to fight for the South. Uni-
wrongs suffered, and however negag. versal ruin impended oyer 5 people
sarily and essentially upraised the relying on commercs for their great-
Eternal One above the violence, the ness when expenditire exceeded all
injustice, the crime involyed in that possible supply. -« Wall - Stpees
catastrophe, still it must be admitted would 'see its interest in Peace ;
that God has brought it abou, God and monied Ihen, true 'to their ip-
in his inscrutable coupcils Jiqs willed sticts and {o their fealty to <“the A].
it to be. Ie, in theso events, sits on ‘mighty Dollar,” woqld withhold their
the throne as universql ang irrespon-  gold and arrest the 4yar. All these,
sible ruler. None stg yoth His hang, -andmanyother grounds of confidence
or saith “What doest thoy P v were rife among us: and all have
Weo thus learn Practically and . failed, in order to shew yq the fee-
pungently the lesson of Iid" gove. bleness of human foresight,

reignty, and all humgn thoughts, Wo have also learned the feeble.
wishes, 0ares, ‘withey ‘gt His feet, nessof the best toncerted human
We thought to ateomplish oyr earth. - plans. The struggle Just terminated
ly ends; 77 designed, from tho first, - was ng erude, rapidly conosived and
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ill digested pt‘xrposa. _Orators of the

highest distinction; minds of unusual
olearness and penetration had long

before pointed out the path to South-
ern independence: Eleven sovereign ~

States had: entered on that path.
Eleven grave deliberative assemblies,
embodying the talent, the wealth,
the will of six or seven. millions 0
men of stern Anglo-Saxon race, had
<at in solemn conclaye, and had given
<0 their national effort all the force
and order of legislative enactment
onceived by the ablest minds and
concluded after sovere and careful
examination.  The order and, grave
national character of all our arangg-
ments became the boast of our ewn
people, as they Were the admiration
of foreign nations. Qur state papers

compared favorably with those of the -
oldest political associations for digni- -

ty and weight’ and the celerity with
swhich  an: army . Was raised and
equipped, with no p_r‘avious prepara-
tion, filled Buxope with amazement;
the plan was well concerted and. ably
advanced ; but it failed to accomplish
its end, that we might learn, 1n this
failure, how feeble are all earthly
plans. And the lesson is the samo,
whatever ‘our political views. One
goes its failure in the error of the
attempt ; .another attributes defeat 0
other causes; it mattors not. 1t was
a plan well and carefully concerted ;
and it failed; to ghew us that 1':116
best concerted human plans are in-
sufficient to ensure success: The fee-
bleness and littleness of man 18 the
lesson God is reading to us from the
dark page of the recent struggle; re
with the blood of thousonds of our
ithest and bravest.”
Feeble, too, is man soonn to DO
however strong and brave. o
braver youth ever Sprang to arms Bk
their country’s chll than those who
have formed our Stmthern1
To personal couragoe ant
vigég, trained from youth on horse-
back and in the field, was ]Eu:;.r;ely
added that:lofty eloment of military

‘charaeter AUSIIE fronu cultivat‘ed

The Signs of the Times. : 18

\
mind and morals; nay, to a conside-

rable extent, religion, the pure and

deveted religion of Jesus, gaye tone
to our Southern soldiery; and while
a Stonewall Jackson evoked the rev-
erence and love of all, even those

* opposed to him 88 enemies, by the

beauty and consistency of the highest

£ * christian. principle, combined with

consummate skill and eourage as &
gonerul, many an jnferior officer and’
many a private in our ranks carried
into his military service the matchless
ower of a cousistent christidn life. .

What unsurpassed human strength, o

then, was seen gathered in those
brave and veteran armies. But they
have melted away liko snow before

the summer’s sun, t0 ‘shew us how

fesble is man, even in his very pride
of courage and of strength. No
more important lesson is t0 be learned
than that all human strength isvery,
weakness; a sense of this lies af the -
baso of all true apprehension of tlfo
sovereignty of God. ‘We need to feel
it to the heart's core, that We may
learn truly to trust in Almighty
strength. RN

IIT. But events remind us em-
phatically of the-“spirituality of the
church,? ~ “My. kingdom,” said the
Saviour, “is not of this world,” Why
did he say this? -~ His disciples wers
in the world., In the world, as it

Jwas, with all its forms and varieties

of human life, and human occupation,
and human interests, were they de-
signed to live and labor; and if the
world as it was in all those chec-
quered varioties were to have been
taken away, they would hawe no
longer had any oceupation as minis-
ters of Christ on earth. And yet,
though the world was thus NOCEeSSATY
to their labors and their success, he
golemnly enforces the principle em-
bodied in the words, “My kingdom
is not of this world.” Ts it not ap-
parent, then, that there 18 o STODE
elementary opposition betwoert the «
nature of the world and the nature
of Christ's kingdom svhich i8 essen-
tial fo be known, and. folt in oxdex 1@

\

)
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the prograss of that kingdom. But
how powerful are all our tendencies
to the world, even though those ton-
dencies. may mnot be vicious in  the
worst sense; and how imperious may
they become when, to all the ordina-

Ty ties. of mnature, kindred, interest,

occupation, aré added the kindling
and inspiring excitement of 5 strug-
gle for national independenco—when
the tacsin of liberty sounds abroad,
and is echoed from city to city, from
State to State, from the sea shore to
the mountain top, and rollg baék
“along the banks of a hundred rivers
to the sea again; when'a whole peg-
ple are aroused to what they believe,
whether deceived or otherwise, to ha
a righteous struggle; and whep tha*
blgod of thousands of the noblest in
the land has cemented the ties of
their union, ‘and consecrateq the
cause for which they contend. Byt
all this, however specious or Necessa-

it may seem, is nothing in the
kingdom of Christ; terminate as the
struggle may, that kingdom mugt
remain unchanged and unimpaired, -

But there are fow that can stand
this ordeal. To multitudes the 8pir-
itual nature of Christ's kingdom he.
comes lost sight of and forgotten in'
presénce of the supposed dignity and
necessity of such a strugole; even
christians may be greatly lowered in®
the tone of their spiritual apprehen-
sion, and it may become ngcessar
to dash to the ground all thegs world-
ly and national aspirations that the
flock of Christ may nos¢ rush wholly
out of the fold, and become Jost in
the Whirlpool of earthly interests;,
and thus the eventg of the present
times are caleulated powerfully to
remind us ‘$hat Christ’s kingdom
alone is spiritual ang pure, and all
those other Stirring interests are but
of the “earth, earthy.”

IV. Tt will be admitted, we trust,
that the times are calculated to feach
us submission to God. This is an es-
sential glement of faith, especially ot
tipened faith, Tf wag fhie that gave
o Abraham that sublimity of char-

‘times now indicate,

father of the faithful.” :
Dark was the hour when, away
from all the endearments of home

and kindred, and long and loved as-

sociations, the voice of J ehovah com-
manded his" servant’s removal’ elss-

« where, he knew not whither, other-

wise than indicated in the words, ‘“the
country that T shall shew thee;” and
darker still the hour when all “the
hopes that afforded consolation to
that exile, and all the tender sympa-
thies that linked him to the ‘son of
his old age, were to bo rudely shat-
tered in the sacrifice by his own hang
of that beloved son.
that severe test’ unhesita.ti.ugly he
followed Jehovah’s guidance, awg

from home and friends, whither hg
knew not; meekly he obeyed . the

‘solemn word that ecalled for the sacri-

fice of his son, and grasping the ga-
crificial knife he ascends_ the mount
where the beloved Isaac is to die as

a lamb on the altar. ~ We may b .'
unable to make such lof_ty Batrificeg.

as these, but we may strive humbly
to submit to-the burthen laid on yg :

to loss of property and: friends; ¢,

eruel disappointment of nationa}
hopes; to boding fears for the future :
and yet know and triumph in the 4.
surance that God never leaves nor
forsakes those who trust in Him, for

V. Trust in God ig evidently one of
the most important of thg lessons the
When all eart}.
ly trusts fail, then is the loudest ¢a]]
to trust in God; they fail that e
may trust in Him, T 4 beliover,
all of life is planned by his Heaven .
ly Father; his successes sanctifie -
his errors overruled. For Goq ;.
love, and ‘the richest deve]opemem
he condescends to mga}q of this
blessed attribute is His loye for gye.-
ry soul that trusts in iy, He loves
as a father, a Toyal pavent op infinite
wisdom and power. Fo. plain,
when that hope standg alone ungh .
scured by other infeyig, hopes, that
this always was the ong thing need.
ful. How shall e nowy fail to tryst

[Jan.,
“acter that has constifuted him “4he .

Yot he stogg - |
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in God when earthly supports have ; engnge; with renewed esrnestness,
thus crumbled and failed? Thisis in .the warfare against sin, which
the language of the times, and the was always our highest, truest ser-
solemn, precious lesson that they vice. Let all the activities of chris-
fonch. It were “well, possibly, to tian living ~and christian. warfare
withheld our thoughts from any revive. Cherish more than ever the
gloomy judgments on the past. We Sabbath School.  Frequent the
may. examine ourselves without any - prayer meeting; it is Heaven's trea-
misinterpretation of the acts of God.. sury. Forsake not the assembling
1f we have been conscientious in the , of yourselves together; such gather-
course we assumed, let us not ontan- ~ings are the concentration of a divine

1o ourselvesin needless gelf-reproach, force against the power of the wicked
Success is no proof of the rectitude one. ‘War, however Necessary, has
of human moasures—failure no evi- far more in it of Satan than of Christ;
dence of their error. «Might makes lot us now be dedicated to a warfare
right” with man, but not so with in which Christ is always present, 18
God. . The plainest human rights  “allin all,” and in which victory is
have often been trampled on by cortain. We are often reminded of
power. If we were right in the the activity of the adversary of souls.
struggle just past, then God has dis- It.is a good attribute, employed in @
appointed  us t0 win us to & holier bad cause. We have seen it in blood

| struggles if we erred, He will forgive, and carnage, in rapine and desola-

we believe, & conscientions error, *- fl01. Tt us imitate all that activity
and will now accept that happier without its crime, in a cause that de-
trust in Him for which the times 80 mands and will reward the highest
eloquently plead; and thus we shall and most devot_ed human efforts

be prepared “Seek first the kingdom of God, and
_VI: To learn from them the duty Ilis righteousness, and all needful
of._penewed activity m the cause of God. ~tRIngs will be added.” :
The clang of ‘arms and the bustle of ) :

warfare have ceased ; . that we may E A C
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS, AND THE BEST METHOD OF CONDUCTING
Xy THEM.

Brrovep Brernrey: ek

“The importance of Sunday Schools
to our Churches, and the best meth-
od of conducting them,” is the sub-
Jject on which you have madg jt our
duty, by appeintment, to Prepare a
civcular to the churches composing
this Association,

- The subject natuzally elaims oyp
attention, in the first place, in regard
to the | - " e

. Tmportance of Sunday Schools ¢o

our ehurches. : R
The alvantages of the Sunday

Schoul cause to the rising generation, -

and ifs importance as a means ef

cnlightening and christia.niziug thd -

world, are" subjects on which vol-
umes might be'written; bug if, ig
made our duwy to consider, briefly,
the importance of this institution to
our churches. - " And it is hoped that
our churches, generally, have already
awalkened to such an appreciation of
its benefits as to require but litle to
be'said asto its importance,

The importance of the Sunday
Sehool cause to our churches i ap-
pear if we consider it,

L. As an important megng of conver-
sion. -

It should be the Prayer of every
pious christian that God would add
10 our churches “daily such gg should
be sawved.” But we cannot expect
the answer to thig Prayer unless we
use the means whigh God requires
of us. Teaching the nationg—preach-
ing the gospel fo 8Very creature—
0 theappointed muang,

-the converts added to them

As Baptists, we hold that no coy-

enanted or family relation, no degreo

of human knowledge, no mere his-
torical faith in divine truth can pre-
pare us for rightful’ membership iy
the kingdom of Christ. Nothing but

true conversion to God can make us fiy-

materials for the temple of God or
the membership of a Baptist church.
"his being so0, we are bound to use

. every means which, either directly

or indiract]y, will lead to the conver-
sion of the dear, immortal souls un.
der our charge. '

The great object of the Suﬁda;lr

School is the conversion of souls. Ay
a means of imparting religious in.
struction and making good impres-
sions on the mind, there ig nothing,
except the miuistry, better adapted,
ynder the blessing of God, t6 Jeaq the
soul to Jesus, The experience of
many chuxches swhich have sustained
good Bunday Schools il testify that
they are an important meang of con-
verting the young.. Revivals iy
such churches have Sprung, gene-
rally, from the Sunday School, and
haye
been mostly from the same ranks,
2. As important Means-of edificat/on.
The Sunday School 86Ives, ot
only as a means of ]eadings the
young to Jesus, and of thej, conver-
sion, bat also as a neans of impart-
ing to the young chrigtipy that di-
vine truth and knowledge which aro
Recossary to Nis usofulnegs  gnq
owth in grace. It g impogsible
?:r any one to honor the chyisting

i
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name “by a well ordered life and a
godly conversation” who does not
know what the gospel requires of
him. If ignorant of the truths, the
laws, precepts and examples of the

holy scriptures, he must necessarily

walk in the dark, and, often stum-
bling and falling, will bring disgrace
on the cause of Christ. It isa la-
mentable fact that so few professed
christians, even among the Baptists,
exhibit the truths of the gospelin
their daily walk. It can be said of
\almost none in our generation, they
“‘gre opistles known and read of all
men.” Now, this ignorance of the
gcriptures is doubtless the cause of
‘much of the inconsistency in the lives
of christians. While many violate
the truth and commandments of God
willingly, many ofhers do the same
through ignorance. :
Now, if our churches would all
awail themselves of such a means of
instruction as will impart a know-

ledge of the Bible to the young and -

. )
cnuse them “to search the soriptures,’

+he Baptists would soon appear as &ty

. army, mighty in divine truth, reflect-
ing the ‘glorious gospel”. -in their
lives.r and repidly conquering the
world. :

Thoe Sunday School is ;just the 1n-
stitution our churches need to aceom-
plish this end. In it the Bible 18
taught—its truths explainad and im-
pressed on the minds of the young-
They thus form a habit of searching
+he scriptures, and deciding on their
truths for themselves.  There is a
great desl too much tradition among
the Baptists. We claim the Bible,
and nothing but the Bible, as our
guide; ‘and yet we move around in
the circle trodden by our forefathers,
none enquiring, «Were the fathers it

the right way?" The children fol-
low their parents and ministers.-=

They seldom ask, ‘Do they follow ;1’]’,

the steps of Christ and the Apostles?

The Sunday School, rightly appre-

ciated and conducted, would_delwer

us from this evil, by confirming the
young in the habit of refding the

w
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Bible and deciding for themselves.

Thus our churches would be greatly

improved.

3. As an important means of causing
our clurches to mest_every Sabbath for
OOLERID. | o oAbl ol ) s L

One of the defects of our church-
es ]éa.s long been that they do not
meet every Lord's day for worship.
The majority of them meet only one
Sabbath in the month. Thus three,
and sometimes four Sabbaths in each
month are lost in regard to the duty
and improvement of the churches.
In this we fail to follow the examples
of the Apostolic churches which met,

as they were commanded, on the first |

day of each week for worship and
instruction.

from this sin of *neglecting the as-
sembling of ourselves together.”
. 4. s an {mportant means of bringing
out the . gifts and inoreasing the laborers
i our churches. :
The eustom of monthly meetings
among our churches, their failure to
have regular prayer meetings, and
their lack of some regular, weekly
means of instruction—all tend to
smother the talents and gifts of our
_churches. ' But the Sunday School
opens a field in which all may work
«with profit. The pious talents of male
and femalp, old and goung, can find
abundant labor, and a fruitful har-
vest in this vineyard of the Lord.
0. s an important means of spreading
Baptist principles.

Of all religious people, the Baptists A

should be the most zealous. We
_profess to believe and practise the
Now Testamentdn its apostolie sim-
plicity and purity. We are bound,
+therefore, according to our own boast-
ings, to be more zealous in spreading
our doctrines than those whose claims
are not so high, That the Sunday
School cause will advance our prineiz
ples, will appear as a fact to any one
who will consider how effectually it
increases the lahorers in our chureh-
es, but more especially, if he will
think of the class of persyns Who are

The Sunday School is
gradually delivering our churches
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instructed in. this institution. The
' Sunday School begins with the right
persons at the right Zise, It takes the
tender children and brings them to
Jesus. It feeds and nourishes the.
lambs of Christ's little flock. Mhus it
is a grand fulfilment of the divine
command, “Train up a ohild in the
“way he should go, and when he jg-
old, he will not depart from it.”
Those * who are best acquainted
with the missionary work.among the

heathen, tell us that the most effect-

ual method of christianizing them is
to begin with their children anq
teach them after the manner of Syp.
day Schools. -~ e
- Now, dear brethren, f we gep anq
acknowledge the importance of Sun-
day Schools as a means of the g ver-
sion of our children, the upbuilding of
our church members in grace and the Fnow-
" ledge of  Choist; the improvement of our
clirehes i regard to their times of woy-
- alip, inereasing the number of laborers iy
the gospel field, and the vapid spread of the
gospely or  Baptist doctrines, througheut

he world—then lot notrue Baptist faj]

t0 give a warm heart and a hel Ping
hand to the great cause of Sunday
Schools in eur churches. §
Let us eonsider, in the seconq
placs, -y
IL.  “The best method ‘of conducting
Bunday Sohools.”

In this division of our subject, we

will begin with some Bugzgestiong.in
regard to the starting and thy oy
* gunizing of a Sunday School. We
will suppose that a Bunday Schoo] is
to be organized in g certain chyyely.
The pastor, or some one plse, desi-
rous ef getting up the Sehool, will,
at once, begin to ¥isit the families in
the neighborhood and: tal) ¢, them-
privately. Bpealk uf the advantages.
of such an insc‘:tution, and solicit the
aid of the most talentad and influen-
tial persons. He wil] apjeal to the
mothers and sisters fop their assist-.
ance, and not fail ¢, interest the
minds of the children in behalf of
the School
‘When it bas been generally known

~done-so much for you,
! ghildven, and all thesg Persons: pres.

[Jan.,.

in the neighborbood thatia Sunday
Scheol 1s to be organized, . let it b
pavlicly announced, and the day ap-
pointed to bégin: Tt the church,
and espocially the paremts, be ex..
horted to eome and bring their chil-.
dren on that day." The pastor or
some one else should have am address .
ready against the appointed day,
which will show the beneﬁts-_of the -
Sunday. School cause, and enlist in itg
favor as many as possible. (g this
oceasion;.the speaker should o fail
todirect many of his remarks to the .
children: . , Lhey love to: know that
the: Sunday School is intended espe- :
cially forthem. #let them be aqd-
dressed 2n this manner : :

“Children, you sometimes think :

that very few persens care anything -
for chiliren.  You know that your
fathers- and mothess love You—that-
your sisters ‘snd brothers care. for -
you.. But ‘you semetimes conclude.
that 1o one else regards Your we]- ..
fare: = But, children, you are ver
much mistaken in this. ~Other people -
lave you. Jesus, your dear Saviour,

. the best of all men, loves Littlo o).

When'on earth, he sajd ‘Suf-

dren
fer little children,
not, to-come unto me; for of such ia.
the kingdom of -heayen.’ Why, all;
good peeple love childyen, A great:
many. wise and good men love you.
They have made: many good little -
books for children. They Have in..-
stituted: the Sunday School {or chil-.
dren. Oh, how much they love you, .
children, or they. would not have
I love you, .

ent love you; andiwe have met here
to-day to show our affecéion for you
in planting a Sunday School {g, you.
It shall be the echildren’s schogl
where they shall meet, and Bing, anci—
pray, and learn of Jesug,!

If the children are thyg pointedly -
and pleasingly ad_dressaql, It has @
wondarful effect ia hehalf ¢ the

school, not only in the mindy of the

ehildren, hut also im the miyqy op the .
parents, lat 1t here be re-.

7

A i
Anug

and | forbid then,. ‘

-
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marked that; unless the childven are

kept interested in tho schocl, it will
‘be a failure.’

~ After this address is over, others
might be invited to add words of en-
couragement, and thus show their
interest in the work. This done, the
school is Teady to begin. Let it be
remembered that it is best always to
have, if possible, a supply of Sunday
School books to give to the classes a8
soon as formed. 4 e’y
. In organizing the school, the first
and most important work is to cheose

a superintendent. Nothing will more.

certainly secure the success of ‘the
school than to get the right kind of &
person for this office.. 'The superin-
tendent should be a person deeply
interested in the work, with a capa-
city to please as well as instruct the
children, and full of pious zeal and
energy. It is best to appoint an as-
gistant superintendent, so that. there
might always ]
present to conduct the exercises.—
The school’ should never meet with-
out one of them, if he can possibly
attend. : :
The’ superintendent should ' now
separate the children into classes
numbering from four to eight. He
will then assign teachers to each

olass. Of cowrse the best informed,

most pious, energetic, and punctual
4raons will be chosen for teachers.
The two most important classes
are the Bible olass and the Jufant class.
The older and more advanced mem-

° bers of the gchool should be formed

into a Bible class. Som@ person

who 18 \uall int’ormedh in ‘tliie' sgrig;
ast who will 1nior

e i t to teach, should
be assigned to this class as teacher.
The veory little childrem, f.rogl_twp to
1d, should be formed into
male, capable of
hould be as-

This is, in-

a class, and some fe
teaching little one% ]
signéll fo it as teacher.
deed, the mos
gchool. é\'[anythpt
v to do Wi

:vﬁgtcanilot read. They regard them

opsons know not

be one or the other .

t important class in the

he little children -

The Tmportance of Sunday Schools. V. 19

in the way at Sunday School. This
infant class, if -properly taught, will )

radvanco more rapidly than any oth-

er.. Just think how much children

learn during the first four years of . °

their life. "And the most of this they
learn from hearing others talk. Some
learned men have said that the char-
acter of a person is generally formed
against he is four years old. The,
teacher of this class should be able
to instruct the children by lecturing
them. More time should be spent
in teaching them the knowledge of
God and Jesus, and other Bible
truths, than in’ trying to teach them
from spelling beolks. - There can now
be obtained infant question books
suitable for such a class. With the

‘aid of this a competent teacher will

advance the children surprisingly.
It is supposed that the school is .
thoroughly organized at this first

_meeting, that all have prayerfully

consecrated themselves to the work,
that the lessoms have been assigned
and will 'be well studied during the
next week, and on the following
Sabbath day they will assemble with-
joyful hearts to praise God and learn
of Jesus. . .

The following is a suitable plan
for the exercises of, Sunday Schools
in our country churches: '

Orix at 9 o’crocx, A.M,--Croseaz 11

EXBRCISES.

1. 'Sing some hymn in which all can
join,

- Read a portion of scripture.

. Offer up a short prayer.

. Teachers hear their classes.

. Addresses or remarks to encour-
age the school.

- General exercises in singing.

. Dismiss with short prayer or ben-
ediction.

-1 Qs WO B2

That a Sunday School may prosper
and continue, it is importunt nat fe
h‘ave the exercises too long. A ses
sion of two hours.is long enongh for
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any school. When the exercises are
- too long the children become wearied,
and soon feel an inclination to spend
the Sabbath in some other way. In
spring 9 o’clock, and in winter 10,
in the morning, is a convenient hour
to open. Singing’ seems to be the
first and most natural exercise in
opening. Tle hymn should be adap-
ted to children and such as is easily
sung by them. A number of such
can be found in'the Sunday School
Hymn Books. The reading should
consist of a portion of scripture not
exceéeding thirty verses. = The New
Testament should be read connected-
-ly in these ‘openin®z exercises: Be-
ginning at the first of one of the Four
(zospels, it should be read through.
The whole school mayread with the
superintendent, he reading, ‘the first
verse and the school the next. Sup-
pose the scripture to be read is the
third chapter of Matthew, the Super-
intendent reads, 1 “In fhose days came
Joln_the Baptist preaching in the wil-
dernéss of Judea,” whole school Toads,

= “Aad saying, repent ye, for the kingdom

af heaven 18 at hand.”  Where most of
the children have Testaments, this
mode of reading best secures theip
attention. 3 L

The prayer should be short, and
appropriate to the occasion. Tt
should consist of thanks to God “for
the many advantages the Young have
of obtaining religious knowledge,
with petitions for divine aid to make
the gospel the power of. God unto
the salvation of those who Teceive, it.
Children, feeling no interest in long
and inappropriate Prayers, loss their
patience and beeome restless,

The prayer ended, the superintend-
ent aunounces that the teachers will
now heay their classes, o which they
begin theit worlk. Tt g supposed
that the classes have we]] prepared
their lessons during the pravious
week. TIf so, the teachesp will have
only to hear them recite and/ impart
oral insfruction. Many teachers

think, that, when they havo heard '

their clagses recite their lessons, their

-pentance, faith and leptism.

_school.

[Jam.,

work is done; but this is not all of
their business.  The teacher should
become a kind of preacher to his
class. Having carefully prepared
his mind for the occagion, he should
lecture the children by way of ex-
plaining the lesson and impreasing
its truths on the mind of each child.
He should cause the class to com-
mit to memory important - parts of
the Bible, such asthe Lovd’s prayer,
the Ten Commandments, and many
of the Psalms of David.  he should
tallc to them about s and salvation
through the blood of Christ, about re-’
He
would do well to tell them of Abel
and Cain, Noah and Lot, all the Pa-
triarchs, Prophets and Apostles, and
dwell much on the" character and
Jife of our Saviour. The children
should be required 'to.memorize &
hymn every weck. If the taacher.
will be careful to impart such trths
as the above, he will have the plea-
sure of seeing his class grow in reli-
gious knowledge, and, under the
blessing of God, become meet for the
kingdom of heaven. T
After the time allotted to the tegch-

ers is over, it is well for the superin-
tendent, or some one else, on each
meeting of the school, to make a
short address, or remgrks not only
to instruct, but to encourage the
In thess remarks, he should
refer to the rules of good behayior,
censure or praise the children for bad
ot good conduct, speak of the flour-
ishing or declining condition of the
school, and stimulate the children to
greater zéal in behalf of the Sunda
School. Anecdotes from the Bible,
or elsewhere, should be -related {o
please and impress the children i},
truth. Suppose that the superinten.
dent tell the children that o the
next Sabbath he will relate the story
of “Samuel_anointing the son of Josgs i
be king in Lsrasl.”  Next Sabhath gap.
rives and the children are anxious to
hear the story. The speakey begins
thus:

* “Children, there was a tinie when

[y
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God determined to. have a new king
to rule over His people, the Jews.
He told the old prophet Samuel o
go down to ' Bethlehem and anoint
one of the sons of ‘Jesse to be king.
Samuel ‘filled his horn with oil amd
went. When he got there, he told
Josso to gather up all his sons and
come up to the place of sacrifice.—
Jesso. took all his sons,-except the
younges?, and. wens. “When he gob
%o the place where the prophet was,
Samuel looked at one of the boys, &
tall, fine looking fellow, and sal
gurely this is the one, ‘the Lord’s
anointed.” ~But he was mistaken;
and God reproved Samuel for i %1dging
according to outward appearance
and not according to the heart. Jes-
go then sent another son before the
prophet ; and he was rejected. He
passed a ¢hird before Samuel; ‘an
he was rejected, also. .
caused ‘seven sONS, all that he
brought, to pass
Giod; but none! of them would do.
'The prephet then said to Jesse, ‘Are
these all thy children?’ Jesse said,
no; there remaineth yet one MoTe,
the youngest, & little lad, whom i
left at home to mind the sheep—
Samuel sad, ‘Go and bring him.
Jesse went and brought the lad.
Now, he was. & pretty, little, rosy-
chooked boy. - And the Tord said
unto the prophet, ‘this is fhe one:
Arise and anoint him.” Now, chil-
dren, this little anointed one Was
king David. ! ;
tChildren, when 1 think of Jesse's
leaving his little xon at home to min
the sheep, while he took_thfa larger
ones to-tha place of worship, it brings
to mind those parents who send their
large children t0 Sunday School, and
leave the little ones at home. Little
David was the very oh¢ whom God
desired to meet 8t the place of wor-
ghip. So the little children are those
whom Jesus wishes to be brought to
him. They aro the Very ones whom
we wish to angint a8 Sunday School
scholars.” s
The last exercise ig that of sing-

\School.

Thus ' he t

before the man of,
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ing, than which there is none more
jmportant.  Singing, such as is
adapted to children, is the very life
of a Sunday School. Abcuta half
an hour; just before the school is
dismissed, should be spentin sing-

ing.
COXCLUSION.

¢ We will, in conclusion, mention -a
fow other things which are necessa-
ry to the prosperity of a Sunday
) Tt is very important that
persons. should rightly understand
the true nature of Sunday Schools.
We somotimes hear persons speak-
ing of. the utility of these schools in
the following manner: “[am glad
you expect to get up a Sunday School
here. = My children have never had
the chance to go to school much:
b1.:1t now I can send them, and they
will get learning ‘without any cost.”
Now, it is wrong to regard the Sun-
day School as a means of obtaining
worldly Wisclfm_only. It is sin¥hl—
it 3s making! a. secular use of, and
breaking the holy Sabbath to use it
for this purpose. God will not pros-
per a school of this kind. Zhe great
design of the Sundey School 15 to smpart
religious truth, and to be @ mean# of con-
verting the souls of owr children. They
should be taught to spell and read .
in our Sunday Schools; but only as
a means of their conversion.

Itis all important that the minis-
ter, who' is the supply or pastor of
the church, should take much pains
to encourage and ' prosper the Sun-
day School. We have asked preach-
ers if they had Sunday Schools in all
Ehen' churches, when the reply was,
“I donot know.” Now, this want of
interest in the welfare of children
and tho Sunday School cause is &
grievous fault in our pastors. They
ought to watch over and feed the
lambs. 1t is the duty of each pastor
to organize and encourage @ Sunday
School in each of his churches, If
he cannot attend oftener, he can, at
least, cheer the school by his pres-
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ence, his smiles and kind word, on
his regular days for préaching. Let
bim’ meet early on these Sunday
mornings, and go around and shake
hands with the teachers and chil-
dren, dropping sweet Words as he
goes, and it will inspire the whole
gchool with new life. -

It is very important to the pros-
perity of a Sunday School that the
parents take a deep interest in its
welfare. Many of them ean becomes
teachers.- Others who cannot, will
be able to aid their children at home
in preparing their lessons; They
will also go as often as possible with
their children, and thus he of great
benefit to the eause.

The Sunday School is the Oﬁ's_pring
of the church; it, therefoze, beeomes
all the members to give their infly.

ence in its behalf. It should he gn

AL
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object of their prayers. . They should
remember that 7k and all other hu-
man means ‘will he in vain without
the blessing of God. -

1t is quite a-hinderance to theSun-_ -

day-School cause, that many of our
schools discontinue during winter.—
If a convenient room, which can be
warmed, is' attainable, there is mo
good reason for suspending during
cold weather. Children- will spend
the coldest Sabbaths outdooys i laft

at home. They go to school during ,

the weel: in eold weather—why nos
to the Sunday School? It is botter
to -continue during winter with only
a few than to encounter all the diffi.
culties of a new beginning every
spring, or the danger of the school
never rising, Lét all our schools

make the' experiment during the

coming winter.

DUTIES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
g TEACHER. - !

Iva pri.zé essayon Sabbath Schools, -

by Elder George B. Taylor, we sge
the dufies and encouragements of the
Sabbath School teacher so well dis-
cussed that we insert it in our peri-
riodical, and recommend it to ‘the
Sunday School teachers  who are
anxiously enquiring for light and
encouragement in their work.

“Wo like to regard the teacher as
the pastor of his class. Certainly,
we can think of no duty’ incumbent

-upon & pastor which does not devolve
»upon the teacher in hig 8phere. Woe

take it that th' first duty of a newly
settled minister is to become acquain-
ted with hisflock, to knoy the namesg,

the faces, the residences, and, as fay -

as possible, the characters of those
Wwhom he i8 to serve. P thig end,
he provides himself with a list of
their names and residences, he visits
them and encourages them to wvisit

him. Noris he satisfied with ‘thas

‘acquaintance which results from a

single interview. It is the business
of his whole pastoral career.to know
his people, 0 know them as indi-
viduals, that he may be able to sym-
pathize with them and provide them
instruction adapted to their necessi.
ties—to secure their confidence and
affection, that he may be able to

influence them and do ‘them good. .

All this is the duty no less nf a Sab-
bath School teacher to his clags, He
should know his scholars, their names
faces and characters, and vigit them
at their homes, not merely tvhep the

are absent from school, but 4t other
times, and for the sake of securing
that affection which 18 the ' surest
avenue for the exertion of 5 gooq

influence. He ahou‘l.d know them -

when he meets them. ‘op the street
or on the road, and sfioulq never fail
to stop for a kind encouraging word,
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He should manifest a lively sympa-"
thy for them in all gtheir pursuits
and difficulties. In short, he should
he—and he would then be Enown t0
be, in every sense, a warm friend.
Possessed of this character and repu-

" tation, his influence over his scholars
would be well nigh irresistible, and
‘might, under the blessing of God, be
ased in bringing them to Christ.

Tt is generally, and very properly
regarded the duty of the christian
pastor, puuetuully to occupy his pul-
pit, and to come always prepared to
address his congregation. 1t would
be deemmed the worst: of folly fora
man recklessly to.disappoint his pev-
ple by failing to - preach, or for him
to come without previous’ stady,
trustjng entirely to what might octur
4o him on the gccasion. Not all

other pxcellencies could long seve
zuch a man from the neglect which
i But 18

e would so richly desexrve.
+he Sabbath School teacher, under
much less obligation to be punctual
in attendance and to prepars for
‘teaching - his class? Does not he
equally with the minister assume
be a religious instructor ? If the
obligation be less in degree, is it not,
at loast, _similar in kind ? Nor 18’
fidelity less obligatory because the
service is gratuifous. Tegally, we
know, a contract in which there iS
no consideration, is not binding ; but
morally, the veluntary assumption
of any affice imposes, an obligation
to fidelity which pecuniary consid-
- erations could gcarcely enhance-
‘The Sabbath School tencher, then,
should regard it not merely as a
matter of expediency, but of solemn
duty, punctually £ fulfill his engage-
ments with -his class. He shoul

be always at his post, and always
there in time. ‘Thus would he attest
his interest in hus work, and afford
a suitable exariple to those who nat-
urally look up to him. When com-
pelled to be absent, he ghould, if
fpossible, secure a substitute, or at
Joast communicate t0 his class, and
+o. the superintendant, the fact of his

¢

. lesson, and, besides, exert

unavoidable detention. In like man-
ner, he should, by suitable study,
prepare for comnmunicating  the in-
struction he professes to give. It is,
perhaps, a natural, bubib is certainly
avery great mistake, to suppose that
youth, and especially children, can
be interested, and instructed, without
previous preparation, better than
grown people ¢could be; just the re-
verse is true. In some sense, and
to some;good degree, adequately to
interest - the young, requires more’
talent and effort than to perform the
same servica for -the old.. And he
cannot be, in the highest sense, a
successful Sunday School feacher
who does not, both with all needful
helps and | pains-taking, study the
himselt
to find subjects of interest to present
to his .class. We ave quite well
aware that we are bub ‘making par-
tlcylar a_ppliua‘tiou,of a principle of
universal applicability, that there is
no excellence without dabor, no high
successavithout attention and anxious
effort, We remember fo have. seen

to - one of Punch’s pictures which struck

us as not without deep significance.
An _“exquisite”’ has just turred fromy

“his glass with his cravat exquisitely

tied. His companion surveys hin
with a'dmil‘*ing attention, when the
following 'dialogue ensues: ¢ Tom,
hOy do you get such.a tie?’ “Why,
thg fact is, Bill, you see, T give my

whole mind to it.? Yes, truly, there

is nothing we do, from tying u cravat
up to teaching a Sabbath School
class,in which we can hope to suc-
ceed, unless, for the time, we give
our.whole mind to it. -

Let, then, the Sabbith School
teacher malke it a matter of conscience
to prepare to instruct and inferest
his class. Let him not only answer
and explain the questions in the -
question-boolk, (which it is talken fory
granted he uses) but let him add
questions of his own, and encourage
his scholars to ask him' questions.
To do-this, he must use his Bible
Dictionary, Commentary, his Biblical




. for the exercise.
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Atlas, and, perhaps, frequently regort
to his pastor. He must take time
and trouble—he -must give his mind

. to the work of Preparation—muyst

seek light from above. Let him also,
fired with the desire of communicq-
ting instruction, exert himself during
the session of the school tg interest
his class; discarding overy thought
of ennui, every feeling of sloth, and
using all earnestness and Vivaéity of
manner, occupy all the time allotted
If he will dp this,
he will find a rich reward in the
Jleasure of the work itself, in the
benefit secured to his OWn mind, and
in that conferred on his scholars,
But the main duty of the christian
Dastor, the one to - which aJ others
are subservient, is #o watch for gonls
—to watch for them as one that must
give account. To this end, he visits ;
to thisend he deliverg divine tyuth
from the sacred, degk. And shal)
the Sabbath School teacher ajm a¢
less than this? Qf what avail. ig it
that a routine of exercises hg mq.
chanieally  pursued—ng ; that {he
Sabbath morning be pleasantly spent
Thay, even that much wholesome
instruction bhe conveyed, if the hearts
of the scholars remajn unaﬁ'ecter],
and their soulg unsaved? (] 1n0; the
end is the conversion and the saly,_
tion of the scholars. ‘With nothin
8.30rt of this, then, should the Sabbath
School teacher be satisfied, A4 this,
then, he should gim. Men Tarely do
great good by aceident, This ma
gometimes he the cause, but the pyjs
is that men do what they intend and

The Tawg which

divinely appointed meung for securing
# tiiis blessed resylt, He will deal not

O will press thege tpyips earnestly
He will address

to seel the blessed Saviour.
- all, conscious that converting power

[Jan.,

them individually about thejr souls,
and tenderly#nd urgently warn them
to flee from the wrath to come, ane

Above

18 lodged with God' alone, ‘he will
often and fervently pray that that
Dower may be exerted on his scholaps.
He who thus feels, and thug acts,

may hope not only to have an intel-

ligent, affectionate group of schelars
but, with the blessing of God, to make
them wise unto salvation, and loving-
disciples of the Lord J esus,

‘We have thus spokeh of the teach-
er as the pastor: of his class, But
there are other rolations which the
teacher sustains, which have no anal-
0gous ones in the position of g pastor:
We mean the relations to the other
teachers and to the superintendent of
the schools. Wy may very briofly
say all that is needful on this point.
The teachers, being engaged in g

common work, should, of evurse, co-

operate as far as possible with each
other. They should also Co-operate
with the superintendent in all hig
plans for the conduct of the school,
paying due deference to the authority
which belongs'to him, from his offi-
cial station. ~ This last ig exceedingly
important to the 8ood order of the
school, since the scholarg are apt to

- imitate the teachery in thig Tespect.” -

If there are Any encouragements e
sweeten the laborg of the faithful
pastor, then, ag the office of the Sun-
day School teacher ig similar to that
of the pastor, theip ncouragements
are of the same king. The faithfyl
pastor is encouraged to labor on, pa_

tiently waiting for hig reward, which
© is nothing less than the souls of his

congregation. .Hg SOWS in tears, ox.
pecting to veap M Joy.  He strives to
turn many to r:ghteousness, remem-
bering the divine Promige, “They
that be wise shall shile ag ¢y, bright-
ness of the firmament; aq they that
turn many to r:gh.beou_sness, as the
stars for ever and ever.” The faith-

ful teacher may look for the same

reward in glory. '
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