THORA% DIXON CAHOII\A'S MOST uOLOHkUL LHKWACTER

(by Lee By “oathers)

‘We Here in C;ayeiand 6ountynhre‘11v1ng.inf§vseotioh which
in Réoonatruotion dayse erperlencod'horribie con&it;oné'éuoh an
privail today in many{pafts of the wai éfrickon-nations'of
'hurOPQ. ” ‘ | |

_ White women were ravished, starvuﬁion atalked tﬁp 1§nd
Negroes, who had been suddenly get free, robbed ‘and pillagcd
" drunken brutes eeized the oourts, and lawlesonoes relgned
Ven nnd’ women, used to luxury, betame beggera on the streets,
xhe nogt authentio storiep of thenn stlrring days, when
colors olashed and the Whites tnugh: to.rogain,supramaoy,»were
reoorded'fér history by one 6t our distinguished~town3mon,

Thomag Dlxon.

. r.‘hiron beoame the mest versatile and oolorful individunl

; Nbrﬁh Carolina ever produocd chiulator. preashar,’ aotor,

playwrlght, novelist, ‘and motion ploture producer, hé rose to

the pinnacle of rano»and fortune, and his name becnme n houoo-g'

hold word in millione or Anerloan homen. ' 5y
Tadex Nr, Dixon &1: on a bed of affliction A&igﬁ::;E;:QQN

«£=8 1in ﬁ.lnlgh, tondoriyvvaitod on by his falthful vito.

Wadellne, %o whom he dedicated one of the laast of his BB‘books.

- For meny yéaru ghe was his research editor, s gifted wrltor.in

her own right, a woman whose loyalty and devotion to him has

been wonderful ‘
L:r. 031211:::::¥g¢:;11131 for the great rho-.- Dixon,

who has thrilled thousands by his books portraying authenti-
oally a bvviod in Amerioan higtory that was more stirring than

that of the American revolution. No one bas gsuccessfully
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ohgiiengai him oh the hiﬁtorié,fgets-reédrdediin'hla'booké;'
' These 28 books tere_nbtfaltggefher hletories; but flaming“etofios

‘of lovd, adiehturn; lntrigué.fand. as they rolled from the

W3 .preusea in the heydey of, his vriting, millions’ qf book-lovers ~

A'-bought and read then aagerly, and discussed tham 1n olub meet-
;  103¢ and priv;te patherlngs. ' h
: The Dixon Famill

oY, Mionas Dixon, the elder, was a ploneer Baptist
-preaoher, who moved Ain hia younger days with that ‘aravan to
the Weet to aoak fortuno 1n Arkaueas. The Civil - war broke. '
and poverty, brought on by the ravuges of war, foroad their .
long tr::7§o Gleveland oounty vith only $100 aavings 1n gold,
With this he ‘bought a nodaet homo 1n Bhalby and opened " littlo

._s;pre hard-by. Churohea were $00 poor to pay a aalary, yot

i u:ouls muct ba ‘fed,, and this he did withaut hope of‘reward, ‘serv-

'1ng 32 Baptint ohurohou ins tho oourne of his long 11!0.

The Dixon ranlly of throe boyu and two girle had bril-
liant minds and, being ronved in hard oircunltanool, they lcarnod
the hard way, \ : . :

Clarenge became one of the most Quintnt'Buptiot divines, e
pastor of the big loody ehuren in Chioago, Spurgaon'n ‘church
in London, and author of !.lii&l religious books,
| Addie urrud& :ﬁa:l::r. an onoi;‘x:ont Prnbytcr&m evan-

geliat, and wrote ;vaunboﬁ—o#~ae¥exar She atill llvon in Nore

folk, Varginia. & ‘
Delia beoan::%hc first woman physioian in North Carolina,
e .

serving the 500 girls in the student body of Meredith for 36

years without a fatal illnees,



)rank wag a ohatauqua lsoturer, who had the g&fﬁ or ora~

tory BOmewhlt Iike that or hla brother Tom. Hia aon, Fpank, Jr_'ﬁ1 ;.3;Q.

‘f;raoéntly completed a term au Governor of hio homn state.,Alaban&.f'"

Relﬁn ar Tcrror “u

Tomnle, about whom b tioh to talk. waz a mere 1ad 1n tha

"'-1ﬁeoonatruotion perlod tolloving the 01v11 War. Hia u&nd vns

'73;cnt an 1mprgislﬂnab10 age. ano ho suw and ntudiod tho _g;gg Of

""’.Ter*or €5 rvcord in]atnr ‘1re. " “A | AR _
ST The v»terune 1n Gray vere trudming home 1n deteat n1th T
detnmiﬂatlon, che rulnua pooplo nurried to the talka of tha :

:;i:rield Eiery woman and ohlld many ot thwm gently roared unuaod'

’ %o totl. wero plylng, with dclioate.handa. the orudust tools.3

" Bome of theu drasged bruay for A harrov. Slave labar gonq. atock,~‘
;ktilod or. ntolen. 1mp10noqtl vorh outu yomcn and ohildron dld |

3 ‘thc uork of the rurn -htoh ncgroca had abandonad

‘A yaung“fumar hxtchveﬂ fpt,mqu mnmo a' mik uoq b,u‘a e
tluahtJhia wlrcaand d‘ughter to hold. the hundloe.. Hundrodc pnd
thauund- of . houm. r:ght herg in q;ovoland county, xgg; an-
. .aestors and mine wape iﬁm &-n%mﬁ. 1‘!!!!0!!'! & ma or Woat,

or -cal or flour.  : ‘ \ :

J:nﬂn An..‘.l. .s.m.m |

4 010 Thaadoua 5t¢vono was a povor 1n *nahington as .
‘1oqur in Oongrnan and virtual dlctator of the Natlon. ﬁ-
"11#06 ﬁlth & Negro vou-n and voglrdod cho South as nonquorqd
twutm, with omf white people to be trcutod aa sulpot to thQ
will of a eouqu.rgr. Upon the doath of Abrnham Tineoln he do-
touulnoa to destroy Lincoln's plnn or Rcoon-truotion and .a~
' force one of his own., - |



Stevens relled for successful working of his plan on the

'aeoret order of Negroes, hattve?Boalaings and Carpetbaggera

called “The Union Lengua* and the 111~ramed "Fpeednan's Bureau”,

These brutul polltioal machines had headquarters with this algn

hanging before thousands of dgora in the villages and hamlets
of the Bonth,_‘A Bureau of Réfugees, Frabqnen and Abandoned Landnf,
o;liing the ﬁogro from the plow and, bj a promise br confisecated
lands, made him a political anarchist. _Vo:La Thad Stevens had in-
troduced a bill in Cohgrasa to confiscate the lands of the Wh@tﬁo'
and give then to the Negroes, 40 aeros and a nule. He made
tzve nilitary districts 1n-ttad of the 11 old couucnwoaltho, took
the ballot from the Whites, enfranchiged the whole Negro race,
and set them to rule over their rorncr napter:. The situation
wes tense not only in Shelby but also throughout the South,--
clpodiully Tennessee and South Carolina. A looal ydung hero wae
Colonel Leroy MoAfee, uncle of young Tommie Dixon, who was wit-
neseing the terror of the times, Col, McAfee 1ived on South
Washington atreet, in the home now occupied by Mras, T. W, Ebel-
toft, | '
ftevens Beocomes Master

Election time came. The United States Army, under the
direotion of the leaders in Wachington at that time, was sent
down in forge to guard the voting of the Negroes in every distriet,
88 the new oitizen Kinge marched to the pollas to takctfho reins
of power. The ballote were forwarded to the military Commandant
a8t Charleston and the results nnnoﬁnboa. The Negroes and thelr
Carpetbag and Soalawag associates had ocarried North Carolina.
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“In Soﬁth ¢aro11na, the Stevené.revolﬁtloniata had elected
to the Legitlatﬁrc 98 Negroes. elght rohegadoé and 23 represent-
' at;veslbt.the Whlteiraoe._ ¥hen thie negroid leglelature met
in the capitol at Columbia, tho_ﬁoenes were unbol;evébla.

Every dollar was drawn from the treasury and at once misappro-
_ priatod or stolen.outrlght. Bonds were issued for millions and
itolqn_as tast as the money could be raised from their sale.
A bar was established in ﬁhe‘bapitol building where,gu116n1~or‘
'» whiakiéo,-wlho- and choicest ohaﬁbugnoa woro'ioribd ;g!g-to its
members., | | i ‘ s & ,

In the cnpiiol atAﬂalcigh_they‘nof only set up a free
bar gnd_rérroohnont:¥005, thby-itt‘blilhod in the largest suite
a house. of prostitution for the exclusive use of 1ti;m¢nb9rn.
Lrheibixoha,iﬁhq Dﬂrﬁi&ﬂ, the Gardners, Hoeys, Webbs, Hamricks
and othpr‘fgnilion whoae nanoi‘pro&bminutc 15 tho oounty;‘iould
gather under the big depen in front of the Dixon store fasing
Shelby'e court square, to hear and discuss the dlstressing nevs
from the Raleigh legislature.
' The ncgrbid government was in full swing, and an era of
corruption had begun., Every man of ihc htﬂ ORDER was out for
all the money the traffic would bear. When they voted them-
selves all the funds of the treasury in mileage and per diem,
they took the school fund and then sold a half million dollars
worth of 1ts bonds for a beggarly hundred thousand and divided
the proceeds.

The Raleigh capitol gang pioked up everything they could
" lay hands on. They refurnished the Benate and House halls,
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They got $200, 000 tor turnltura nnd paid 817, 000 for 1t, steal-
ing thua #180,000 on 1ngle 1teu. | _

& Three hundred thousand vas voted ror'supplioe, sundries

and 1noidontalu' With 1t thoy oatablishod the bar, dispensing

free liquor and cigara 0 the ncmberu. thelr friondc and the

prostitutes ttrollod aaily 1nto tho gallorie- sulllng on thelr

» favoritns below, g

All over North Carolina the collapse of Lav was complete
in the degradation of the Judioiary gndvthc reduction of the
courts to obecene farces. ' i :
| Condittonn were becoming tense. They were intolerable
to the thtol; ¥hite men could no 1ongerxntand the insults to
their women or the drunkenness,the debauchery and the thievery
that was golng on. . ’ ‘ P

_ One morning the Shelby citizens awoke to find an adventurer
named Kirk from Tennessee with a company of ragged, filthy heok-
ing men, carrying muskets with fixed bayonets,camping on the
Court Square, fhoy had torn the palings from the fenoe ground
the Sqmare and built a bonfire against the root of an oak shade
tree. A half dozen of them were pltching thelr bayonets apainst
the court house door until they riddled two panels,

North Carolina's Governor had sent them %0 Shelby to sup-
press the Ku Klux Klan,--the Invisible Bmpire, organized by
white men to proteot themgelves and tholrvtaniltaa from raging
mobs. : |

The stories of the Ulash of Colors, the rise and fall of
the Klan, the Freedmen's Bureau, and the Union League, are all



8
A

‘vividly told in Tom Dixon's ‘series of novels., He lived through
ina7witn¢us§&’the 3éign'otbforrdi."}ﬁéﬂlivod?to ége'paade |§t-
tledown on a ¢roubled South, whioh';n these elghty jebra;haa
roéotcred from the he wo of tholc»&rongtul. dreary days,

Tom Dixon didn't hate Higrooa; ‘He loved them because
hq understood and sympathized with them., One 1little Black
boy became his boodn'po-panion and playnmate. Tho piok&nlnny'
had tiokled his drurken father with a straw in his sleep.

The brute arose and nearly cut the ohild's head off. Tommlie
end hig mother took him to Dr, O, P, Garéner, who -owéd his
hedd back on, Out of gratitude, Pick remained falthfully
with Tommie until he went off to Wake Foreast College.

At 14} years of age he experienced his first love with
Kollie Durham, FHis friend Bob Ryburn helped him write the
note asking for an engagement to take Nollie to churech, the
only form of dissipation and enterainment at that time. ©Ohe
accepted, and Tommie accompanied the girl to the First Baptist
Chureh, por.ﬁir&ng and praying earnestly and humbly that
*“God would get me out of this somehow”’,

Enters ¥ake Forest

The gangly youth entered Wake Forest College and there
made frandghip with R, T, Vann, the armless boy, who later be-
osne president of,l%gﬁéizﬁitt College, and ¥. L, Poteat, after-
wards president of Wake Forest College for 20 years. He studied
hard, won medals, dovolopid 88 a debater and platform speaker,
and finished the institution with honors, A liro-aiso paint-
ing of Thomas Dixon now hangs in the Husellan Literary So-
olety Hall where he developed the arts that won him fame and
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fortﬁno‘on plgtfoerJiﬁ'pquit and'in’fhé 11fcbq§y wbrlﬁ

Atter graduation from Wake Forest his savings were spent
and his praaohor father was-a Virtuah pauper.- There were no
funds to finance a turthor aduoation whioh Tommle eagerly wanted,
Father Dixon served four churches, but the uembersh&p wagn
small and oouldn‘tvpay the ghepherd any set amount. Only a
few ugall coing were dropped 1hto the c¢ollection plate on
”proibhing days. Preacher Dixon farmed and ran a store for a
living. He never mentioned money from the pulpit. Xnowing
Tom's eagerness for a Master's degree, he wontvtq loo_Deaoon
Hoyle, in the Prosbect ooumunity, and got a loan., Deacon
Hoyle bfought out a hoavy'tin box, pilled on the table a lot
of gold,ailvor and greenbacks and counted out the money.

" The only stipulation was that Brother Dixon pay back
bill for bill, coin for coin. Tom wondered »nd inguired why.
The father wagred his head and said, "not so funny as you might
think, Deacon Hoyle has lived through an era of wildcat money,
state ionoy. gounty money, private bank issues."”

EntersiJohns Hopkins

That fall he entered Johns Hopkins Univerasity for a
postgraduate course in politioal secience and history. Herbert
Adams and Richard Ely were inspiring men of that faculty.
Woodrow Wilson, although eight years older than Tom, sat with
him at the Seminary table and they beocame intimate friends)

Tom developed a passion for the theater, He deosided
to begome an actor, so he deserted his sochoo]l work, against the
advice of Woodrow ¥ilson, and went to New York, There he saw

Edwin Booth play Hamlet, and heard Adelina Patti in grand
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opera, who slng.'Hbme.Sweet'ﬁoue“ a8 no one else could sing it,

Over in tﬁc Shelby ocmetaryllies the body of Captain
Durham, another great lover of susle. On hie monusent is in-
scribed the fact that he once rode a horse from Shelby to
Charleston to hear Adelina Patti sing. hi

On his -ay’home from New York Tom decided to become a
“lawyer, settle 1n Sholpv. and make a fortune., He wanted to
keep up thé'high tradit;ons of his fgnlly get by Colonel Lefoy
NoAfee. The atmosphere of the North had stirred in him a pas-
slon for riches. V .
' gggg‘ggg,Logzslaturg

~ In order $o get before the people, Father Dixon suggested
that Tom run for the legislature/ He could make a rousing
stump speech, and was effective in dcbato. He wrote out Hscard
and put 1t in the next issue of the Shelby paper. I-nedigtcly
he began feverish preparation of a speech. Captain John W,
Gidney, a Confederate veteran, had served two terms, and was
seeking redection, The oampalgn opened with & bang with a
public debate inf dvery township of the county (South Carolina's
present style). ;

Tom boldly attacked his rival and demanded a chance fop
the younger generation., Twenty years had passed since the war
and they were st1ll voting for colonels and majors and captains,
gaild he. Now he asked the voters to give Confederate sons a
ohance., He surprised himeelf as a speech~-maker, He surprised
his audience, not alone his opponent,

Dogens of veterans were trailing Pixon and Glidney from

towmnship to foiudhxy to hear the campaign speeches. The people
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had 1ittle else to'db;' i dsve;oped 1nto 2 dogright, and they

enJoyad ‘seeing the fur tly. On the third day, Tom reaohed the

Gaptaln‘n reoord Ho playod a trick on the Captain for whloh
he was not propared Said the young atu&ent: 'Gentlemen,
Captain Gidney claima that he made a orodltabla record in thc
four yeara he roprosentoa Cleveland oounty ;t Raleigh, He
didn't go into dotaila. I wlll Hern en a pnper is u oonplnto
eopy of his reoord of work, whioh I wlll now read "

Dixon pausod, drew a vallet from hla 1nner pooket took
out a BIG cnv610pe. drew a tiny palr of tvaazera. and with '
great 1gfiou1tx clamped them on the record and held 1% up
before the hugs orowd. | '

*Horn gentlemen! " he shouted. "It 15 all written on
this paper, the exact sige ot a postage stunp. I'11 read it to
you if the tweesers don't slip, " '

The orowd yollcd The Oaptnln'e faoe graw coarlct
“fom read tho oaption of a few unimportent bills vhich the
Oaptuln had 1ntroduood, and each one drew a laugh. The trick

caught the fanoy oi a rough and rumble audience and Pixon won

two to one.

Llected to the legidature before he was 21, Dixon ran
for the speakership, but saw defeat, and withdrew in favor of
Lee 5. Overman, who lster beocame United States Senator. He
could take defeat and bound ahead, as his further lifestory
reveals.

Having studied for the stage, Dixon knew showmanehip,
As a yoﬁth in the legislature, he deoided to deliver his
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ma;dehinpeooh before tha7?;niﬁ¢;f06ﬁiit%eg on his gillvto ponuidn
disabled ﬂcnrederate_soidiers_or the state, the firet moaqura‘
to‘penelon Confederate soldiers 1ntrbdﬁood 1nvg350ufhorhliegis~
“lature, /Thi-dlaouasion.or tha'ﬁlllvby the pr&ca‘during the-
: hcarxngilhnd stirred the country.' He spoke to:a‘orovﬁed-nonlq»
snd paoked galléeries, and scored a hit Thq speech was published
in every important 80uthorn paper, Tho ponsion bill was passed,
and every one of the eleven Southern states followed with 8
similar measure. L , } |

- Interest in hic first pblitiosl trihnph‘eoon waned, and
after he returhod from the Gapital he began to re#d Law in
~earnest, enterlng a private law school in Greensboro, It
was in Greenoboro that he ket ¥arriett Bussey, a girl who was
to change his 11:-. Her folks were good Baptists, and her :
genial brother, Rev., Ben Busasey, was pastor of the Firat Baptiat
Chureh in Bholb:. '

Following a ro-lltlcln impulse, he visited her home in
Columbus, Ga., a beautiful white pillared mansion of the 014
fSouth (now the Commandant's headquarters at Fort lcnning), and
on the banks of the Chattahoochee river they deolared thelr
lovey; and were later married. ‘

At his request, the church at Wake Forest restored his
name to thi roll and formally inducted him into the ministry.

His first pastorate was at Goldsboro, where he stayed for six
monthe, then six months at the Tabernacle in Raleigh. Hie fame
&8s a pulpiteer grew, and & ocall came from the Roxbury seation
of Boston, Mags. There he entered s oirche of brilliant men,

scholars and tireless students, Dixon was 24 then, A lot% of
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'”Norchern speakeru had their peoullar opinions about the Bouth,

. R
- and uttered oritieiams that Dlxon felt. bound %o resent and 2££ead
He gould not boar to havethe SOuth misroprosentud and nicundoru i

; ’atood. 8o he entorod»a>long~perlod of atudy'to writo a aaronno
of the Bouth in an crfort to dostroy bltter aeotionaliuu whloh

u-till prevnllod ’ '

Sugpests LLD for Wilgon

wake rorcst 0011030 asked Dixon to deliver tho commencement |
l address, and on that vlslt he Bsuggested that the 0011oga confer
the LLD degree on woodrow w11-on, which was dono. and thtn
started ¥ilson on She . road to the proaidanoy.

Dixon moved down frog Soston to New York. He had come to-
tove the Yankees, ﬂire he started his pastorate for the builad-
Ang of a great Temple (The People's Churoh), noar the site of
the 234 Btreet Church, His striking physique, his poworu of speech
and dramatio deliverance, swelled his crowds. Fretty goon the
3,000 capascity auditorium was overflowing, and Dixon started & |
campaign to reise & million dollar build&ag'fund, John D.
Rookefeller ansyred Dixon that, if he wbuld raiee half a million,
htvvonld give a half million, and the campaign was off. Chureh
Joulouilon and prejudice halted the cempaign.

" The militant snd lively Pixon would devote a fcw minutes
before his mermons each morning to a discussion of the toplos
of the day, gleaned from the newapapers. This drew people by
the thousands., It was not long before he was tackling rannjay,
supporting Dr. Charles H, Parkhurst, vho had charged that the

master political machine was rotten to the core, protecting sa-

loone with™the very shadow of the churches, protedting the
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criminai olénent and encouraging prostitution. Thevbitterlright

© for morality and sobriety wrecked his health, but the New York

newspapers haa‘publleiaed his: sermons and Spéeohes, g0 that Tom

 Dixon became one of the best known men in New York,

His First Novel

into the writing of "The Leopard's Spots®, his first novel,
had gone ten yaarn'ér r&qdidg;'ﬁhibh had been preceded by 25 years
of liv{ng its socne#; He was lecturing ndw and swaylng audlences
thrqughout thc natiqn.l They had liqtenod_to”hn&-npplandda the.
youthful aodthorn:bi;fof. The nanﬁedript.for‘the'fiiat novel was
gent to Walter H. Page, a North Carolinlan whose friendship he
had made in the newupﬁper buiinqas in New York. Page was a member
of the publishing firm of Doubloday-?age. Twenty-four hours after
ir, Page received and read "The Leopard's Sposs", he wired Dixon
to come at once to New York to disouss a contract,

The book was a hit. Sales reached 100,000 ecoplies before tho,
first semi-annual royalty report was received. He had given
the South s hearing. Club women resd and discussed 1t. News
oritics pralsed and flayed it.

After such success with "The Leopard's Spots”, he get to writ-
ing The Claneman. He dug through 6,000 pamphlets and booke in a
year's gtudy, preparing the notes, and, vhen he was ready, he
wrote the narrative in thiryd days, working 16 hours a day. This
book proved a great sensation--eo great that he decided to write

& play based on the novel, ‘
The Claneman, as & stage play, was written and dlrected by
Thomas Dixon himself and his assocliate, for Dixon had made a study

of the stage and was no amateur. He had real talent. After months
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03 of ﬁrepargtlon..the premiere performance opgﬁeq’at Nprfdlk. The
house iaé pidked,  The show was a thrilllng éuccbse. The audience
Lgughéd,'ohcerca,.§flgd, and qhou:cd,'lpixon knew his fortune was
made. That company msde $80,000 on the trial run of the first
MR 1 e QR e, ey
hi Chanduk PrAFIR £ Yargor sudiences in the North than
"ln thoxndhfh,:becqulp;the xheatprs_hadllargbf #tating.oapaoitloi;'.
It came to Shelby with Ne, Dizon taking a lead part. Fifteen =~
nundred saw the show, and welcomed Home voi'D!ion; calling him
to she front of the tcigo botqun oﬁrtalns for'a apesoh, A 
fhousand 6r noro’bouldn't get geats, but thoI“Oamo‘to town. It
w;i & gala oococasion, for the noange‘trOm,Tho Glananuﬁ were
enacted hereabouts, ;
| Firat Pilcture _

Dixon trisd jé interest a motion piétura houne 1n'produaan¢
a pletuéo based on Thd Olshnman. In vain he offered his soript,
but was turned down, finnlly he found a new sompany headed by
H, E. Aitken, Theg obnﬁany hudllittlo money but high 1desls
and a good*dzfoctor, P, W, Grifflth. a Southerner, who had read
The Clansman with enthusiasm, Oriffith took the scenario on
& royalty basis and worked on the prdduotton for two years, with
many disappointments. Finally 1t wag filmed, but show houses
were rejuctant to run 1t, beosuse of the oconflioting subjeot it
portrayed, |

Woodrow Wilson was now president, He was a former student

with Tom Dixon, Dixen haaAtha LLD degree conferred upon him at

Wake Forest College.
¥ith ample self-sonfidence Dixon sought and got an appointment
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to see President Wilson. After talking over bygone days, Dixon
asked a favor of Mr, Wilson, not es chief executive of the Re-
public but as & scholar and student of History and Sociology.
He wanted The President to witness "The Birth of a Nation" at a
private showing, The President could not go to a theater be-
cauge Mrs, w1laon»had Just diodpand the.White House was in
mourning..but he consented to s;e the rilh in the East room.
And‘tha President volunteered to invite Mhe Cabinet, the Supreme
Cdurt, and their families, to the showing, Emotions were
gtirred to the dopfh. No press release was allowed that such
dignitaries had gathered to see a pioture, but the word was
whispered around and this gave préstige %o the film,

"Bipth of a Nation' became at once the sensation of
season. Authors, artists, musiclans, teachers, clergymen and
not@bn pleture producers orowded in line to see 1%, and came
baock again, It was the first MILLION DOLLAR movie production,
the 1ike of which vai not equaled again until “Gone with the Wind*,

Some oities tricl to suppress the tt;-, and:thp producers
were rorooi to'lfohd 0116.600 in legal fees and other expenses
to keep it showing against opposition. The controversies, how-
ever, had brought front page sdvertising worth millions, which
ecould not have been bought at any prioce.

¥hen the noise of battle had subsided, the producers
awaked to the fact that they were the owners of the greatest
pleoe of property ever erested in the theater. Twelve companies
were required to fill the bookings in theaters at 82 a seat,

On an investment of barely $65,000, the producers played to

mors than ten million persons. Btoockholders in the film re-

PR a0
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celved 85560 per cent on their investment in weekly dividends
the rirat nine months. Ten companies ran full time for five
years, »

The Claneman was a "best seller® and roaoho&'i eireu-
lation or'norc thuh a million copies, but rhe‘Birth of a
Nation, founded 6n it, in ten years, was seen by a hundred
aillion people., It ran for ten years and yioiﬂsd 18 million
dollars, establishing the all-time record for box office
rioolptl. Over five million coples of hit books were s0ld,

His autobiography, on which he was working attthe
time he was stricken 1ll, has never been published, It
should be, by all means. It tells the story, as I said in
the beginning, of the Most Versatile, Most Spectacular man
North Carolina has produced. |

At the peak of his success, he owned a handeome brown-
stone front home on Riverside Drive, New ¥York, overlooking
the Hudson river, oruised in the Chesapeake ba} on an ele-
gant sail boat, enjoyed hunting birds, ducks and geese
around Dixondale, Va., and Eastern Carolina, where he owned
homes and hunting preserves,

Mr, Dixon was a free spender, venturesome and chance-
taking when money was plentiful. FHe suffered many reverses,
the most damaging or‘whioh wae his attempt to develop ¥ild~-
aores, & beaugtiful mountain retreat near Little Switzerland
in Western Carolina, in the boom days of 1929,

He was a handsome man, standing elx feet four inches,
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erect and najtutig 1nvhii movements, His hair w@s gray, and
~_his shaggy gray brov‘ahndad his plercing brown eyes. Pasg-
ing him on'tho_stroat. one would turn and take & mecond loék;
8o striking was his appearance.

~ on the lecture plutrori,ho:v;- e}oquent and forceful.
fie oould move and sway an audience as no other man of his ;
generation, It was oomnon‘ror hin to speak to audiences
’or 4,000 and more; and'at many of his sppearances pollicemen
were on hand to control the crowds seeking to hear him,

Ag & representative of the National Recovery Ad-
ministration, he toured the country for the Roosevelt
administration, translating into terms of ringing convietion
and 1nlp1rution»tﬁo fundanental meaning of the NRA progrnl;
For four monthe he held thougands spellbound by his match-
lens ¢loqn§nco. reaching new heights in his long career
ag an orator. LEverywhere he pleaded for faith in owr future,
based on the glorious story of Amerlea's past., Everywhere
the response was electrio.

In 1937 Judge Isaac M, Neekins, of the Eastern
Distriet Court, out of friendship formed when they were
schoolmates at Wake Forest, appointed him Clerk of the
nncmA piatriet Court., He gerved until the snows of many
winters, and & life filled with dramatic aetion, forced
him to retire. ¢

Tom Dixon reflected glory and honor on the oouuﬂﬁ?f
and ;t‘g. of his birth, which he always loved and never for-
got, 1 suggested that he give his library of 1400 books,
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_and nine original paintingn rron whioh the oolor platos for

; ; his bookn were nado, to Gardnorwwobb 6011030. This oollcc-

$ tion 18 now at the eollegt to inipiro and help other sons

and daughtera or Cleveland to ovurco-o obutacloa and make
the best of their opportunitxo-. o, A .

‘ Aftor uaoh war. ocomes a oboiul and ooononic uphonvnl
~We had 1t after the Civil var, and Tom Dixon translated the
period into ntirr;ng stories and into fortunea which he com-
p}qtoiy loet. Ve aro‘now_undorgoing'dn upheaval, following
tho recent war, but oni not so dramatic and trying on men's
sould, After reading Dixon's stories of what our forbesrs
endured in the SIXTIES, we should feel a keener appreciation
of the heritage they left us,

The South has reestablished itself, and 1is today
an important and powerful segment of our national 1life, Al-
though not completely solved, the race problem is in our
hands sand we can handle 1t better thah outsiders can tell
us how, : |

After this war will come an unprecedented peridd of
development and expansion such as the South has never wit-
nessed b.ror.; No eountry in ell the world has been through
suoh turmoil and travail ae the South following the Civil War
and bounded out of it so oo-plctcly and so quiockly.

Thomas Pixon lived %o see thie transition defore he
died April 2nd. He rejolced in the recovery of hias once-
stricken Southland, and on April 4th his body returned to the
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