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Many Go On Historic
Tour Of Rutherford

RUTHERFORDTON — Approxi-
mately 90 persons met at historic
Brittain Presbyterian Church,
eight miles from Rutherfordton,
Saturday afternoon for a tour of
historic sites and spots in Ruther-
ford county.

At Brittain. the guests were wel-
comed on behalf of the church
and members of Rutherford coun-
ty chapter, D.A.R., sponsors of the
tour, by Miss Eva Hampton, who
aso gave a brief history of the
church. Brittain, which is the old-
est Presbyterian —
to be the oldest church of any de-
nomination in the county—was or-
ganized in 1768. The ground for the
present church site was given b3;
William Long under a grant o
{he King of England.

A church guest book was pre-

and thought-

sented to the Brittain church on
this occasion, from Mrs. OCar
Long Johnson, in memory of her
Tather, J. Long, for many
~years—a leader and officer in the
church, and a descendant of Wil-
liam Long.
TOUR CEMETERY

A tour of the Brittain cemetery
was conducted, in two groups, by
Miles Hampton and Gilmer Tong.
Graves of numerous Revolution-
ary soldiers were pointed:out, in-
cluding that of Lieut. McCullough,
who was also a leader in the
church. At the grave of Dr.
Krause one of his descendants now
living in the Union Mills section,
explained that Dr. Krause serv-
ed as a doctor on a ship that
came to Agnerica during the Re-
volution. In passing, it was men-
e R TR

Long(descendant of

| tioned that the first settlers in the

Brittain community came during
the French and Indian war.

County historian Clarence Grif-
fin gave the history .at Gilbert
Town, site of the first civil court
in the county, which is about four
miles from the present court
house. Griffin also gave the story
of the old oak tree at Sunshine,
on which eigHt Tories were hang-
ed. A piece of the old tree stump
was brought away by the regent of
Rutherford County
Daughters of American Revolu-
tion, to be fashioned into a mus-
uem relic for Rutherford Courty
Liprary. \

Of special interest was fhe ON
Andrews _home, where J. Nak
Traririck gave a sketch of the ser-
ices of various members of
this' family in the Revolution.
The house, which is a three-story
frame structure, and one of the
oldest in~ the county, was open-
ed and the group permitted to go
through and look it over. This old
land mark is owned by a descen-
dant of Samuel Andrews of Re-
volutionary Tame. y

The tour ended at the grave of
Col. Andrew Hampton, and at that
point Mrs. A. A, MeFarland, a di-
rect descendant of Col. Hampton,
placed a wreath on'his grave, dis-
played the sword which he car-
vied all through the war, and
gave a sketch of his life and mili-
tary service. Col. Hampt.on’s
grave is on top of what is known
as Ferguson’s Hill.

Out=of-county persons who join-
ed the motorcade for the histori~
cal tour included Dr. and Mrs.
T, H. Spence and Miss Caruthers
of Montreat;y Dr._a 5..-Roy
m Lopng)
Ipine; Dr. and Mrs. C.

Chapter, |

Wilson Orr of Anderson, 8. C. |
Mrs. Alice Salo of Rock Hill, 8. 1%
C., Mrs. E. A. Hayden of Tallahas-
see, Fla., Mr. and Mrs. Z. V. Hall |
of Spruce Pine, and Mr. and Mrs.g
Wallace Andrews (descendants of
Samuel Andrews) of Spartan-

burg, 8. C.
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