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OF THE FOUNDERS OF OUR RELIGIOUS AND
CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL LIFE IN THIS AREA

ELDER LEWIS M:CURRY
(Born 1801--Died 188%)

Elder McCurry chose Miss Dorcas Carson for his mate. When Double
Springs Church wes organized in 1844 Flder McCurry was one of the
presbytery who aseisted in the orgazization of the church and was
elected her firsi pastor. Very little information has been found
concerning Elder ¥:Ouiry and no photograph has been secured. How-
ever, we get a glimpse of him again in 1862 when he served as a
missionary in Catawba Valley and in 1863 when he helped to ordain
James He. Yarboro at Beaver Dom Baptist Church. Tatcir, in 188C at
vhe Kings Mouniain Asgociational meceting held at Douable Springs
Elder McCurry was recognized as a distinguished visitor from the
Green River Association and was at that time refcrred to as an
0old ministers His body was interred at Dysartsville, N. C,

ELDER DRURY DOBRINS
(April 7, 1776--May 19, 1847)

Elder Dobbins married Mrs. Honngh Sams Nec Callohan. He was one
of the presbytery who helped to organize Double Springs Church in
1844, According to J. R. Logan the environment of his home was
very good and he entered the ministry at about 20 years of agee.

As the Apostle Poul was a tentmaker, Drury Dobbins was a farmer
and shoemaker. It is sald that his favorite text was: "Walk a-
bout Zion", token from Psalms 48:12-13 and that he seldom preach-
ed more than an hour at a time. It was said he married more
couples and preached morc funeraols than any other preacher of his
day. He strongly advocated orgenizing an association in this area
for several years Hefore the Kings Mountain Association was organ-
ized in 1851, but he died before this dream materialized. His
body was interred on his farm which was 1 mile west of Dobbins
Church, No picturs is obtainable for Elder Dobbins.

EfTER WILLIAM BRYSON PADGETT
(Bxoct dates unknown-probably born about 1820)

He first came from Camps Creek Church as a delegate to the Broad
River Association in 1246, He was appointed to serve with Wade
Hill as a missicanry in the extreme portion of the Broad River
Association. Fsz woo iustrumental in the call for a presbytery
to orgarize on Desember 1, 1847 what is now called Boiling
Springs Charche. ;

EITER JOE SUTTLE
(April 25, 1827—-May 28, 1861)

A native of Rutherforc County, he joined Concord Baptist Church,
Rutherford Countv, in 1846 and was licensed to preach soon after-—
werde 1In 184¢ h2 riwrried Miss E. E. Blanton. He was ordained as
a Baptist minisier in 1850 at Zion Baptist Church where he was
then a member. i3 was also elected as a delegate to the Broad



River Association the same year. In 1851 he moved his menbership

to Double Springs Baptist Church., He called the convention to order
when they met in 1851 to orgesnize the Kings Mountain Ascociabsion,

He was interred on his farm about 3 niles south west of Shelby.,

ELDER ROBERT POSTON
(February 4, 1825--llay 20, 1901)

He was ordained to the ministry at Double Springs Baptist Church in
1852 and was a delegatc from this church to the Kings Mountain Asso-—
Clation each year through 1855, In 1656 he Marricd Mise Julia
London and moved his wembership to Zion Baptist ClLuych and the
inutes record that he was pastor of Zion Baptist Church cnd a dele-
to the Association for several years. He was sloctied roderator of
the Kings Mcuntain Association in 1866, He was intcrred at Zion
Baptist Church. :

ELDER Ge W, ROLLINS
(August 7, 1828--1894)

Elder Rollins was a native of Rutherford County (now Cleveland)

and was ordained to the ministry at Mt. Pleasont Crarch in 1851,

As a delegate of Mt. Pleasant Church he assisted in the organization
of the Kings Mountain Association at Double Springs on December 7 s
1851, He married Miss Malinde J. Jeonkins in 185i. He was moderator
of Kings Mountain Association in 1857-8 and 1862~3, He was also a
Mason. He was interred at Concord Baptist Church near Bostic in
Rutherford County, N. C,

ELDER DAVID WRAY
(July 5, 1826—October 22, 1897)

Elder Wray joined the Capernanum Church near Waco and was ordained
to the ministry on December 22, 1859, Later he assisted Elder Wade
Hill in pastoral work until 1868, after which he left for Texas,

He married Miss Violet R. Hunter of York County, South Carolina.

He died near Doylinc, Louisiana.

EIDER JAMES H. YARBORO
(October 23, 1831--—)

Elder Yarboro married Miss Lenora Siroud. He was ordained to the
ministry in 1863 at Beaver Dam and served as moderator of Kings
Mountain Association ir 1868, While the Associa*ion was in session
at Double Springs in 1389 he was elected as a delegote to the State
Convention, He was oae of the first College traired pastors in
this area and promoted echools in this territory. He seemed to be
o peacenaker when the Association was divided over the temperance
guestion.

EIDFR JOHN SWILTLIVING EZELL
(Jamuary 29, 1825--April 2, 1903)

Elder Ezell nmarried Miss Margaret Mahola Thomas of the Macedonian
Church on July 21, 1842. He had little education before his marriage,
but his wife taught him to read and he became one of the able
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ministers of his time and won many seals in recognition of his

studies. He served as moderator of the Broad River Associstion
in 1873-1874, He was credited with rearing an exemplary family
of six children, referred as Good Templars because of their ab-
stinence from the use of tobacco and the exercise of other dis-

Ciplines. He was interred at Bethany Baptist Church near Woodruff,
South Carolina,.

ELDER TOM DIXON
(December 24, 1820--May 1, 1909)

Elder Tom Dixon was ordained to the ministry in 1844 and bscame
the first moderator of the kings Mountein Association -in 1851,
He married Miss Awanda E, McAfec. It is a8aid his preaching sesmed
to be full of exertation and pathos. He was the father of the

famous Dixon fam®ly. He was interred at Prospect Baptist Church
north east of Shelby, N, C,

ELDER LANDRUM CICERO EZELL
(May 16, 1843--March 11, 1928)

Elder Ezell was the eldest son of John S. Izell, a good English
scholar and teacher, and particularly intercsted in education for
young people. In 1867 he was ordained to the ministry at the Kings
Yountain Association held at Buffalo Church by the roquest of the
Shelby Church of which he was a member. This was an umisual pro-—
cedure both then and now to ordain s candidate at the Associational
meéetings While the association was in session at Double Springs in
1869, he was elected delegate to the State Convention. He was clerk
of the Spartanburg Association in 1871 and noderator in 1873. He
married Miss Marthae Barmett in 1866 He was interred at Bethany
Baptist Church ncar Woodruff, Scuth Carolina, S

ELDER GEQORGE MILTON WEBB i
(Novenber 14, 1831--Jamuary 12, 1917) .

g

Elder Webb was ordoined to preach in 1864 and served as clerk of \
the Kings Mountair Asssciation 1867-1872, While the Association \
was in session av Double Springs in 1869 he was clected a delegate

to the State Couvention. He was the son of Janes M. Webb and

father of Judgce Jim Wobd, Federal Judge E. Yates Wedbb, and grand-
father of Mrs. 0. iax Gardner, Wife of the late Governor O. Max /
Gardner, He marifed ulgs Priscilla Blanton. He was interred at

Shelby, North Carclina. i b

. FLDER WADE HILL ST e
. (July 21, 1813--December 1, 1878)

Elder Hill was born in Rutherford County, and married Miss Temperance
Iedvetter in August 1834, He was baptized in 1837; ordained in
April 1839; and rreached his first sermon just one month from the
time he was baptized. He served as moderator of the Kings Mountain
Association sewrinl times and then moved to the Green River Asso-
ciation in 1876, After his death Broad River, Green River, Kings
Mountain and Calawba Associations erected a monument to his grave
at Rutherfordton in memory of his labors in Christ with them. It
was done through the Shelby Marble Works,
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ELDER ABRAM C, IRVIN
(Fedruary 4, 1843-—Jamary 8, 1926)

Flder Irvin was ordained July 4, 1875 at Zion Church, the presbytery
consisting of Elders G. W. Rollins, Wade Hi95 T, Dixon, e Ms
sridges, R. Poston, I, Pannell, G, M. Webb and A. A, MeSwain, all
of whom were pastors or members of Double Springs at some time.
Despite his limited education he felt he mist preach the Gospel

end became a popular and useful minister. Twice married, first to
Liss Harriet A. Weothor; second to Miss Mariah J. Cormwell. He

was interred at Zion Baptist Churchs,

ETDER GEORGE PINKNEY HAMRICK
(August 23, 1849-——October 15, 1924)

He married Miss Sallie Anthony. He was a delegate to the Kings
Mountain Association as a lay member of Boiling Springs Church in
1873. He was again a delegatc to the association as a licentiate
rinister from the same church in 1874. He then attended Wake

Forcst College foir 4 years and then re—appeared in the asscciation
in 1879, EHe was ordciccd in 1€80. He claimed to pay the tenth
from the start and he said he always had plenty of money. He was
one of the wealthiest preachers inown in this area. He was interred
at Shelby, North Carolina.

ELDER D. POSEY BRIDGES
(March 17, 1859--August 1930)

He married Miss Octavia Bridges. He served several years as clerk
of the South Yadkin Association. Very little information is avail-—
able, but apparently he was a very unselfish man. He is credited
with having bulit his own parsonage personally at several churches
and then having left them as gifts to the churches involved for

the benefit of succeeding pastors. It is also reported that he
12ft a considerable sun to the Baptist Foundation., He was in- ..
torred &t Western Avenue Baptist Church, Statesville, N, C.

EUDVR DENNIS GQRDON WASHEURN
(Apr’i 18, 1874--June 4, 1944)

Elder Washburn was borm and reared in Double Springs Commnity

and joined the cturch in 1893, He was licensed to preach in 189?
and: ordained on Iovembver 9, 1900, He received his formal education
a% Shelby High fclrool cnd Wake Forest College. He was modest and
¢onciderate of hie congregaiion, as shown in his practice of off-
icially resigning e yeor from his churches in order that they
m.;ht elect whomcver *“hcy chose. Frequently he was re—elected.

fe was a great buliewer in prayer and called in the elders bto pray
ior the sick, expcciaily wnsn the dectors had gone their limit, He
sc emed to be accepted as one of the family when he made a call or
vieit with his neuncors. He was Married to Miss Ellie Missouri
Harzdck on Deceulber 25, 1900, He was interred at Double Springs
Bagtist Church.

by



ELDER A. H., SIMS
(June 6, 1859-—August 19, 1928)

He married Miss Mary Robinson. He scemed to enjoy establishing
new churches and was a man that stood out for hig convictions,

One of his friends rexalls the fact that he was vitally interested
in small churches, having worked with them in his early life back
in the mountains. He was interred at Kings Mountain, N, C.

ELDER JOHI WILLIAM SUTTLE
(e 130, s TSoEEi i 2 —)
Flder Suttle joined Beaver Dam Church September 1881 and was or-
dained at the First PBap*ict Church in Shelby in Moy 1890, He
maried Leila Pierson of Blacksburg, S. C. formerly of Atlanta,
Georgia, on March £9, 1893. He served as moderator of Kings
Wountein Baptist Association for 40 vears and on the Board of
Trustees of Gardncr-Welb College (formerly Boling Springs) almost
the whole of its existence. He served saven churches at one time,
At one time he pastored a church where there was no bigkering among
the mernbers for ithere was only one member, an clderly lady. His
a2art has elways been among the ruzal pcople., He was president of
the Baptist State Coavention in 1949 and was vice—president of the
game convention twice, He also served on the gencral board of the
Baptist State Convention., He has never been known to read from
8 mamuscripv; he is also noted for his prouptness and punctuality,
for beginning and closing on time any meeting over which he presided.

ELDER WILLIAM PAUL RIGGS
(June 8, 1929 =————u.—— )

Elder Riggs was born in Mount Airy, North Carclina and served in
the armed forces dquring the Korean conflict., He entered Gardner—
Webdb College as a student in the fall of 1952. He was elected
assistant to the pastor of Double Springs in 1953 and was ordained
to the ministry in ilay of that year. He contimies to serve in that
Ccnpecity to this dats. He married Miss Loudenc Wright, also of
Mount Airy, N, C, :

LAYMAY E, J. LOVELACE
(February 12, 1825--December 22, 1901)

In 1856 he made a move to pay the pastor some money and soon after
he subscribed to buy literiture to start a libdbrary for a Sabbath
School at Double Sprirgs. In 1865 he advocated an "ever green"
Svrday School. Ee was interred at Shelby, N. C, He married
Priscilla Washburn,

ELDER LEANDER MORGAN GOLD
(December 17, 1854--duly 17, 1921)

As the widow in Mark 12:41-44 gave her all, two mites, so did
lire Gold at his death. He gave his estate to his church., He was
ncver marriedes He was interred at Double 8prings Baptist Church,



LAYMAN JASPER N, BARNETTE
(October 4y 1887-———--)

Jasper N. Barnette served as superintendent of Double Springs
Sunday School from 1917 to 1923, Under his lecadership the schoel
grew from six classes in a one-roon building to a fully graded,
departmentalized school, housed in an adequate building with

ample space, and ultimately reaching the Advanded Standard--the
first rural school in the South to attain this high rating. In
1983 Mr. Barnette was eclected Sunday School field worker for

North Carolina. After scerving in this capacity for four years

ae was called to the Baptist Sunday School Board in Nashville,
lennessee, as associate in the Administration Department of Sunday
£2hool work., He now holds the highest position in the Sunday
School field, thst of Secretary of the Sunday School Department

os the Sunday School Board., He is married to the former Miss

Zdra Havkins cf Cleveland County, Their children Are; s Na e wor
“Hari, Flerida, and Mary Sue, now Mrs. Rupert Gulbenk of Nashville,
Zonnessee. At this date (April 1954) Mr. Darnette is touring

our migsion fields in South America with our Southern Baptist
funday School Program. Truly a man of God, a layman, fully dedi-
cated to the service of his Lord,
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