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Virginia " Again

Xew York Tones Roview of Booka:
° AL one of a large clrcle of realers
I who have enjoyed * The Bouthern-
«r, tor Thomas Iixon hag written
¢f a period which wil ever czert a
patent appeal to Americans—the stirring
days of 183105,

Mr. Dixon han great command of lan-
guane, and he drawa a pen piriure ol
Latties, intrigues, and switily rooving
events which carry the reader along
with breathiess interest.  But o the
praface of the novel he hay challcnged
the attention of the bistorlans by an-
nouncing that “svery word In it ree
lating to the fzsues of our national e
has been drawn from authentic records
in ray pozmesaien. MNor have I at any
point taken z Hherty with an essential
detail in hiztorleal scenes”

It i unpomaibls i weave fictlon
arpund fact without coloring the latter,
and with the best intentions In the
world Mr. Dixon has failen unconzclougs
ly inte the customury pitfall

In this nevel be pays a magniticlent
trihute s Abraham Linculn, although
ho had unduubtedly peinied the great
crmancipator from & Southern stande
puint naly. The fault of the book 18
that nse srade him too temporizing.
Lincoln was great hearted, patient and
long-auffering, but he had the courags
ot hls convietiony,

In the opening chaptere of *Tha
Southerner " Mr. Dixon overdrawa the
untouthnezs of Tom lLincoin, the plo-
weer father 6f Abraham, and In exalting
the former's wife, Nancy Hanks, to a
corregponding degree has made her lo~
congrunus. She la too superior for her
surroundings; if she had ‘been as apir-
ftual a& he palnted her she would never
have marrisd Tom.

In speaking of Abraham Lincolin’s per-
sonal appenrznce Mr, Dixom's plates
ments are copatantly misteading. On
Page 208 he suyy:

The firgt impression (of Linceln)
was ane of engrmous strength.

louked every %ﬁch the stalwart back-
wends athlete,
and throughout the besk he alludes to
his ** giant frame ” and ' glant Hgure.”

In reallty, Lincoln, while exceptionally

tall, was loose-Jointed, with narrow
chest and sloping ghoulders, and sham-~
nllng welk. There was nothlng about
him e indlcate physical atrength, His
rugged, benign face, the Joy of the car-
toonist, depicted the wonderful lntelizct
.and high moral tsurage of the bam
leader of men.” Nuor s “sheggy ™ de-
weriptive of Lincein'a hair, which was
kept neatly, as well a8 his close-cropped
black beard.

Mr. Dixon also zpeaks of *‘the huge
tigure o! Senator WWipfall of Texasa'
Omn the contrary, Senator Wigfall was of
medlurn helght and fat

In describing Lincoln's first inaugural
Mr. Dixon states that ‘“the Muring
Hand giruck the first netes of the Na~
tionat Anthern ® * *" To what doer
Mr. Dixon aliude? There wag no na-
tiona) anthem then.

Probably the most diecussed lacident
ot the book ls the scene in wbich Kin-
coln offers to abdicata to Gen. George B.
MeClellan, The author has undoubtedly
tounded the (ncident on & footnote in
Nicolay and Hay'a * History of Abra-
bam Linealn,’” Vel IX., Page 251.

The footncta relfers to the followlng
inctdent. In dlscussing his re-clectlon
with hiz Cabinet on Nov. 11, 1864, Lin-
enin produced s sealed paper wbich he
had wrltten on Aug. 23, six days helore
the Chicage nominating conventlon,
gtating that he would co-gperate with
the next Presjdent-elest (g0 sure wae he
that he himsel? would bo defeated) g0 as
to zave the IUnion between the glection
and the ipauguration, Manding the
paper to his Cabinet, he then declared:

e ox x T resplyed that on Aug. 28,
in cage of the slectlon of Gen. Me-

Glellan, helng certaln that he would

be the candidate, that T would see him

and taik matters over with him I

would say, ' General, the electlon has

demonatrated that you are stronger,
have mare Influcnee with the Ameri-

e.m people than I, Now et ua to

her, you with your intiuence,

? wlth all the Executive power of the

Government, try tn shve the country.

You raise pg mMany Lroups as you pos-

athly can, tor this finul trial,

wilt devote all my Jenergy to assist
and finfldsh thiz wa

It Lincoln really had peraonally made
a proposition to abdleate to McClellan,
o8 Mr, Dixon cleverly deplets in hia
book, the world would have heard of It
before thls, McClellan, who enjoyecd
herole posturing,~would never have Kept
such gn interview & secret. He would
instanitly have made political capital of

and 1

geene with Lisieoln I alleged to have
ovreurred,

Allowing  for “postluzal lizense,” it
wai perfoctly permlusible for Mr. Irzon
tg take the aeciual event chironlcled
above and distort the facls Bu that
Linceln is made to offer to abdicute
tr 3eClellan, bur it can only ransk as a
plece of tictlen, and he should never
have announced that he did not tamper
with higterical events.

An imposuible fiction otcurrence In
the book iy where Mr. Dizon has hls
nurnine, Betly Winter, serve lsmonade
and cake to the =moldiers on thelr ro-
treat te the nationsl supital from the
battletizld of the firgt Bull Run., Wushe
ington, overrun by Irenzied, ¢xhausted
amd drunken goldlers, wan panic-atrick-
#n, WNo en: wnrew what would happen
next, and the wildest rumors’ were
afloat. Only men thronged the streets,
and the woemen ol Betty Winter's pup-
posed poclal standing wers forbldden to
venture suy of doora while such chaas
lasted, L

In the prolegue, which depicty Ahra~
har Lincein’s birth and childbend, Mr.

Dixon apeaks of him as **The Boy” |

which Iz & dellghtful conceit. But in
ths remaluder ot the hook he haz his
charactery, from Lincoln dewn to the
To pervants, addreys each other aa
# boy,"! which takes uli force and orig-
1 jifrom the concaption of Einueln
az'«“'i’?i Boy,” and hecomes exceedingly
tiresome,

In anather part of the hosk Mr. Dizon
maked the statement:

Raih meoln and Davia were Bouth-

erners, the same Slate and
regred In preL!aer the wame school of
thought and secla) usage.

There zeuld not be a wider difference
than existed hetween the upbringing of
the two Presidenta  Jelferson Davis
was an arlstserat of the eristocrats, the
owmer of many slaves; while Lincoln,
flrst a batkwoodsman and later B coun-
try lawyer, waa ralsed az & ‘fpoor
white.” The poles are nut mar: oppoO~
site than those two distinctians In the
Bouth.

Ancther nistorical distrepancy occeurs
when Mr. Dixon bas Lincoln zsk his
wite, Mrz. Lincoln, when vislting Me-
Clellan’a vast camp, Do you hnow
what thiz 182" [t {5 the Army of tha
Potsrnac.”” 8o it 1s called,” responded
the President, *‘but that ls o mistake;
it iz only MeClellan's bodyguard” The
person with him wes ths Hon. O. X
Hatch of Iiinols, and not Mra Lluceln.

Mr. Dizon also makes the novel agser-
tlon that Mre. Lincoin hated ths Bonth;
whereas, it s a well known and es-
tablished fzct that that unhappy lady
allowed ber symputhles for the " Cause ™
to lead ber, inte many Indiacretiona,
which but added another hurden to the
i6ad her noble husband was bearing o
patlently tbroughout those dark, ngoniz-
ing days.

Mr. Dixon alss uses GUIMATOUE EXDres~
sjons In ' The Boutherner which are
nat contemporaneous, guch aa ' I'm ln
time, all right "1 ** He's eagy.”

On Page 530 he makes Lincoln uze bad
Englab In a dlspatch to Gen. Willam
T. Sherman. ZLincoln, whose public doe-
umenta are masterpleces sf rhetorle! The
blunder could have been avolded ir Mr,
Dixon had taken the trouble t» guote
the dlapateb a5 it i& published in Nicolay
and Hay's history, Lincoln wrote it in
the third person throughout, but Mr.
Dixon altered the phraseology In the
middie of the diapatch as well as the
tense,

There are other dlugrepancien between
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By the author of “Petor's Mother”
Cloth, $1.45 net
“A very strong, a very vital
novel’ —New York Times.
“There is distinction’ in its
spirit of fine, broad tolerance”
i ALCP-QCCHB.
“Her felicitous handling of the
interplay of character is as marked
as in ‘Peter's Mother. *
——Buoston Franuscript.
“Lady Clifford has tavished the
full charm of her very cons:der~
able literary art on

MICHAEL”
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Order of your bookaclior or
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“The Belgian Shakespears
Hew York Timrs Review of Books:

Tre Beoik Review, In a recent lssue,
Quoles &n article from the French jour-
nal, La Revue, written by Max Nordau,
in which ita writer somewhbat vehement-
ly dlsputez the clalm put farward by the
Germans to the Jidtovery of * the Belw
Elan BShakespeare,™ Slustyriinck.  And
he proudly umaerty that it was the
French, and ne other, whe were re-
sponalble fur the diatevery. As Nor-
dau, 1o hiz * Degeneration,” was the
Tirat—and only onv—auraong the critley
to fasten the upprobricus Htles of de-
g»n‘-mm and pervert o the name of
thiy very man, aynerting that he wers
on the very thrcehold of Insaslty and
his writlngs @ menace to the upwary
reader, 140"t it g kit curlous to 2ind him
now contending w0 vigorously with the
Germang for the konor of the dizcovery
of thal which i3 anything but sulutary
or pleaning? Has he changed. his mlnd
alnce he penned thome terrible words?

HAROLD BERMAN.

Jersey Clty, N, ., Aug. 20,
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Mizs Glazgow’s “ Virginta ”

Hevs York Timen Revtew of Dooks:

The contribution of Mr, Hundiey abaut

U Vigltia ™ in a recent number of The
Tizes BookK Reviaw  arouses one to
a delenss of Oliver. Mr Hundiey's
viewpelnt reminds me very rmuch of
Gabriel Pendicton, pagsionate, ideadistle,
blind, Mr, Pendleton was unabdle tg un-
derstand his son-in-law or ey other
manitestations o1 the modern ﬂplru. at
iver, & man of the twentleth centtey,
and better than many, was devotedly
attached to Virginia when he married
ber. Bverything that she dld tended to
estrange them, Bbe let herselt go phya-
lcally, when It would have been far bet-
ter for bim to bave shouldersq seme nf
the heavy work. Bbe wax absorbed in

the pettiness of household detalls, when'

ahe might have gons out more and
gotten fresh idexs and Interests, She
mauled her children o that It is & won-

will guon hegln W wipe thelr feet on
you. When prozperity tinally came to
the Oliver Treadwells, Virginia still re-
fuzed to come te New York, to practice
tbe arta 'of rejuvenation or te catch the
Bplrit of the world in whick her hus.
band lived Life must have besn a
“hell” for him, for she had stood stlit
while the world moved on. Bhe was nat
physically attractive and could olfer
hirm ne mental companlonship, it he
tried to cgeape a8 2 brute and a cad
it was her fault, because she had taught
hlm to abuse her. We feel sorry fTor
Virginla, but we aluo feel an inclination
to shalke her tHl her hones rattle. What-
wver there wuas bad In Ollver, Virginia
brought It out by her ridlculcus selt-
effacement, I feel that the hero of Mles
Glaggow's novel i really a fine fellow
spolied by too much humoring.

I C.
Y., Aug. 20,

L

TARG.
Broakiyn, .

New York Times Review of Books.

Having read with interest la a recent
number oI Tug TiMes Boog Revikw Mr.
Hundley's remarks concarning Mlss
Glasgow's portrayal ot the brute hus-
band in Virginla as opposed tu Mra.
Tyler's description of the husband aa
a eavaller (n “The Daughter o a
Rehel,” and notlciog that Mr. Hundley
bellevez the latter te be more correct,
these thoughts cccur 16 me.

8ince thinking it over ! have my
#subts.  One hus only te recall the
Beatty trial to at once dizcredit Mr,
Hundley's assertion that, “however de«
relict @ Virginian may.be in othor mate
ters, when It corses to belng @ husband
he {8 pretty apt to square his shoulders
and stand pat” Did Beatty stand pat?

. Ngt by any means. His trial proved

birm frat to have been an abominable,
cruel husband, and, second, the nost
atroclousswife murderer of recent times,
Beatty was a Virginian of the repre-
Bentative middle clasz, and while big
case g, of course, an extracrdinary one,
it might go far to prove that Misg Glas~
gow and not Mrs. Tyler has hit nearsr
the mark when she describes her Vire
glola hers a3 an (ndifterent and neglect.
ful husband. n, R,
Erooklyn, Aug. 18,

OPPENHEIM IN A NEW VEIN!

The Double Life

of

Mr. Alfred Burton

By
E. Phillips Oppenheim

vein.

cerest wigh 6f

11The Double Life of Mr. Alfred Burton'!
is o unlike my other work that I offer
it with this explanation: It has amused
me for many years to write short astories
of middle-~class life in a aemi-humorous
I commenced Alfred Burion as a
short story but it grew longer and longer
as the plot unfolded until I found that
I had written a full length novel.

My publishers tell me that this dis-
tinct departure from my cuatomary vein
iz a most happy one<and that this novel
should not only please those who have
enjoyed reading my previous novels, but
will attract 2 new reading public as well,

That it may afford wmy American friends
as much enjoyment in reading the novel as
I have taken in writing it ie the sin-

g1.25 net;

Hiustrated by Gustavus C. Widney. Cloth.
by mail $1.36.

LITTLE, BROWN & CO., Publishers, Boston

322 Pages.
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