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Introduction to Identity Development
“But what | see is the millions of people, of whom | am just one, made orphans: no
motherland, no fatherland, no gods, no mounds of earth for holy ground, no excess of
love which might lead to the things that an excess of love sometimes brings, and worst
and most painful of all, no tongue” — Jamaica Kincaid
Psychoanalytic literary criticism came into vogue during the ¢adntieth

century under the influential nineteenth century theories of Sigmund Freud. The
foundation for this area of study is the development and exposure of the unconscious and
how it is affected by different stimuli; ultimately, exploring the $ledt is recognized by
a given individual. Freud developed the unconscious through childhood events and
categorization of developmental stages of the child, with high focus on the male, and
further develops that the unconscious rules conscious decisioning. The advancement of
this school of criticism exposed that Freud, indeed, was gender-biased in his studies
focusing mainly on the dominance of the male development and leaving the female
development to be reflective of what she will not be able to achieve, the phallus. As
Freud’s version of Psychoanalytic Criticism was recalibrated “in the 1.9%@ $-rench
neo-Freudian psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan revised and expanded Freud’s theories in
light of new linguistic and literary principles, thereby revitalizinggteanalytic
criticism and ensuring its continued influence on literary criticismé¢Bler 143-44).
Lacan agrees with Freud’s notion that the unconscious affects the consciouyg cdemtit
individual, but further breaks down the individual by exerting that all individuals are
fragmented. This notion of fragmented identity is what allows Lacan to expand on
psyche development, and apply these findings to both the male and female gender.

Lacan’s model for human psyche development is broken into three orders, which

are dictated through the progression of language as a vehicle of self-té¢iotifi The
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first order of development is the imaginary order, taking place between tatixa

months. During this stage of development, a “preverbal state, we rely on images as a
means of perceiving and interpreting the world” (Bressler 153), the child béeuioa
differentiate itself from the mother because of the inability to recegnzonstant image

of the self. The child is also completely dependent upon the mother in order to provide
joy and comfort. Between the ages of six and eighteen months, the child moves into the
mirror stage of development. The child begins to recognize the differeneecheatself

and objects around him or her, which allows for the child to realize that he or she is a
separate entity from the mother. The child becomes narcissistic béeanisshe has a
new-found separation from the mother, realizing that he or she is an individual entity.
This is where anxiety is introduced to the child because there is a loss thatioticers
child—the recognition that the child is not one with the mother. After the recognition of
self, the child moves into the symbolic order where he or she is introduced to the “Law of
the Father.” The father dominates the symbolic order as “we learn thatlerrdames

to represent cultural norms and laws. He stands between us and our mother, and he
enforces cultural rules by threatening to castrate us if we do not obegsl@ré54).

We also learn language during the symbolic order, which continues to evolve our identity
because it is the vehicle that allows for the understanding of differences in ggdader
Lacan’s third order is the real, which is considered to be unattainable for hbetause

it is where our learned language fails us. It is a natural state, free frematsttc

needs, fears, and anxieties, which we are prohibited from entering due to ouriinguist
structure and need for definition. In Lacan’s original development of these,drders

assigned these age ranges for the infantile development. In laterl geans,
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acknowledged that the stages may not be fully completed in order due to specifal famil
situations (Britton 51).

The imaginary order is highly focused on in literary analysis as a phetsant
individual may become trapped in, literally or symbolically. This is because tha mi
stage is where the infant develops what Lacan call$, Hrel where there is a
relationship established “between the organism and its reality” (LEcaits 4). The
literal translation of the mirror stage is that the infant will recogitis reflection in a
mirror; therefore, disengaging with its mother through recognition that $leeas a
separate entity from the mother. Prior to this recognition, the infant belleatdset or
she is one with the mother. By recognizing that he or she is not one with the mother, the
infant is able to begin establishing an individual identity because he or she is now in
touch with “reality.” The infant now recognizes thehe individual that they are that is
not combined with the identity of another organism. So, what happens when the infant
does not recognize th@ There can be many settings in which the infant is not able to
completely self identify. The mother could have died during childbirth, so the infant
cannot adequately complete the mirror stage, as there was no mother do detackl from a
he or she was forced to skipping this order. There could be a complicated relationship
with the mother where she is not an active figure in the child’s life. Or the child coul
simply not accept the anxiety that is associated with separating hif/frersethe
mother. The inability to successfully detach from the mother and recognize setrse
of self will hinder the future development of the individual. It is this recognition that
allows the individual to begin developing an identity, which will encompass gendsy rol

and will allow for relationships to develop based on these identities.
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The recognition of theis applicable to both the male and female gender;
however, it is within Lacan’s texEeminine Sexualifythat he moves away from the
traditional Freudian analysis in which the female is compared to the matengaé
lacking the phallus. Although Lacan recognizes Freud's belief that theefésriatking
the phallus when stating, “beings are to be divided up, not into men and women or males
and females, but only into those who have the phallus and those who do not,” he exposes
that it is not necessarily gender that is to blame for the differences iropmesit, but
the “phallic division” Feminine Sexualit§24). In order to explain this phallic division
and its impact on psyche development, Lacan turns to the development of the female
psyche and its advancements towards sexual development in order to break down the
barrier between gender identities and phallicism.

Lacan begins the breakdown for female identity development with the argument
that gender roles are socially constructed, he states: “A certainysodigit decide to
make a certain activity, quality or distinguishing mark of charaden$iman or of
woman, that is, a difference according to which men and women should be recognised.
There will always be one woman, not incidentally lacking in supporters, to showithat t
difference is no differenceFeminine Sexualit§25). This indicates that the female’s
identity has been established for her by the society that she lives in. In order &mhave
identity within this society, without the fear of ostracization, the femdleaite on the
given characteristics that are presented for her without question. E$gethiisl
indicates that the female has no choice but to take on the socially construeseaf fodr

gender in order to have an identity within her society. Lacan further exglainthése
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roles are induced into her psyche development by the hurdles that the female child must
clear in order to form an identity.

The detachment to the mother is much simpler for male children than female,
according to Lacan, due to the steps in order to complete this detachment and find
identity. Since the detachment from the mother occurs in the mirror stage, wdatésc
anxiety in the child, there is a creation of the need for affection during thiodeent.

The mother acts as the initial form of attention and attachment for the child, leuhenc
child has separated from the mother he or she must seek comfort from another person.
Social diction favors heterosexuality, thus encouraging seeking comforsbmeone of

the opposite sex. The male child will be able to seek this attention through oth@stemal
He can replace his mother with another female counterpart; howeverjrftmeist

manage the same renunciation for the sake of an object of the opposite sex” (Lacan,
Feminine Sexualit§25). Essentially, the female child must take an additional step in
development in order to meet the social expectations of heterosexuality, waatdsan
additional form of anxiety within the female child that the male child will neve
experience. The female must renounce her own gender for social acceptaneekand s
attention from the gender that she cannot be. This transference of affectitardierais
“easier” for the male child to achieve, as he is simply shifting atteroom éne female

to another. He does not have to overcome the disposition of transferring this relationship
to the opposite gender. In order for the female child to adhere to socially favored
heterosexual relationships, she must first understand the demand for hetditgsmaia
then transfer her need for affection to a male. It is this recognition thgsliarth the

sexuality of the female psyche development because she must actioglyizedhe
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difference from where comfort was provided from the mother and where she must now
find it in a male.

In order to create this relationship with males, the female will turn back to her
mother for guidance. The mother will serve as the key component for femalermchddr
observe learned behaviors of how to be female. The child will demand that her mother
teach her how to be female and everything that being female entails. Through the
demands of the child, there will be an unspoken relationship forged with the mother. The
mother must recognize that the child is searching for her identity and heyhststhe
identity for her. This is done through the unspoken teaching of how to be female and the
gender and social roles that are assigned to this. Regardless ofttbhegiela that the
female child has with her father, according to Lacan, it is the mother thabldi the
most value in identity development for the female child. With the father being tie hea
of the household and society, he ultimately decisions on how the girl should behave, yet
it is the mother that reinforces and demonstrates the ideal identity telnistass of her
mother. Lacan relates this dominance of the male to the holding of the phallus,ngdicati
that the male is narcissistic and taught through his learned social ralgsetphallus is
associated with power. This message of power is relayed to the femaldahgtd is
inadequate due to her body, and she must accept her body for being inferior. So the
female child must overcome two obstacles in the quest for identity developnieci
the boy is spared, one of which concerns her relation to the object [the mother], and the
other her relation to her own body” (Lac&®minine Sexualit§25). This development
pattern only furthers the fragmentation of the female psyche and the questioharg of

own development.
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Luce Irigaray fleshes out the fragmentation of the female psyche iaxtgrhis
Sex Which is Not Ondrigaray, a French feminist and psychoanalytic critic, utilizes
Lacanian theory throughout her text in order to develop the female identity. iJlaere
overarching theme within Psychoanalytic criticism that the femaiditges based off of
the male’s and how she can adapt to not being a male. Irigaray agrees thaalbafem
male begin development in the same manner. It is when gender roles are explosed t
development of the child that the female will begin to struggle in ways that teechilal
will not have to. Since that male child is seen as dominant, the female child wilt subm
to “the role—which is among other things a sexual role—that Western ciwlizati
assigns her” (Irigaray 52). Irigaray recognizes that the femdtkwhi assume Freud’s
theory of “penis envy,” but only as “a secondary reaction formation compensatitig f
difficulty that the girl, the woman, experiences in sustaining her own t{&&je This
notion exposes that the female child has a want for identity and to be separate from the
male identity, but she will ultimately resort to a jealousy of the penis bectis what
she does not have and what society desires. The desires of the female wilenen,
and it is this fate that the female must accept in order to begin piecing tdgethe
identity.

The desire to learn how to be female as a reaction of not being male is transposed
into the language that is taken on about the subject, according to Irigaray. In order to
understand how to be a woman, it must be articulated into our language. There are
certain words and phrases that are associated with it, and to describesbwitegi$
generally looked at as how she is different than the male. In effect, “to Gp@aabout

woman may always boil down to, or be understood as, a recuperation of the feminine
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within a logic that maintains it in repression, censorship, nonrecognition’rélyiga).
The traditional psychoanalytic approach in developing a woman is to understand what
she lacks. Her lacks are what make up her identity. The female is exjpeatdete to
the social code that is enforced in her given society, and understand that it is her
differences that make her who she is. The female will learn these gsattiough the
mimicking of social roles that are introduced to her by her mother and father. “The
feminine finds itself defined as lack, deficiency, or as imitation and wegatage,”
which enforces the inferiority of the female in society (Irigaray 78yaiay asserts that
both the spoken and unspoken education that the female receives will develop her
identity. The female is taught that by not having the dominant, male identityas!aa h
identity. She evolves from a complete lack into a fragmented individual. It is thewvoi
the verbal development of the female that aids in the anxiety, confusion, andeultimat
submission of the female in society, as she does not have an identity of her own. The
terms of femaleness are developed in language by a comparison to the matier o or
verbalize femaleness, one must first describe maleness and then asbedaiifference
by what the female is not. Language has evolved from a patriarahdbsiat that can
only describe the female by stating how she is not male.

The alienation from the male and expectation that she should create an identity
from a void inadvertently makes the female the Other of society. There is no way t
eliminate the female, so she must be accepted into society. This acceptancebeia
full admittance to the equality of males, but more of a tolerance that \eill &r the
female to function in society. Irigaray recognizes this role assignohéme female as

the Other, and asserts that there will be a place created for this Ottier paint nearest
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to the coalescence of discourse and fantasy, in the truth of an ortho-graphy pffepace
possibility of the sexual relation” (98). The female is assigned to the ibkamgles of
fantasy and sexuality in order to maintain the power roles that have been lestiablis
The male is taught that he is dominant, he has the phallus, and that he must maintain his
power over his society. The male does not question his dominance because “so much
power causes him to forget sometimes that this power comes to him only at the price of
renouncing a certain model of mastery and servitude” (Irigaray 104). Bymabzgig
the female due to his desire for power, the male essentially creates whidgamale
identity. These voids lead to the fragmentation of the female psyche. She is not able t
establish who she is, it is dictated to her from society. Roles are learned, and twr
always a clear understanding of why the female role is what it is, butntiadefenust
accept this role that was given to her. Ultimately, Irigaray arduatshe female identity
is created through the void that is forced on her through the language of societghin whi
she is considered inferior because she is lacking the phallus. The femaladoustteat
she is a lesser entity and attempt to create an identity of her own throsglotbees,
which is a hurdle that is hard to cross and overcome. Most females will adHesdo t
learned behaviors, essentially making it almost impossible to come acssaléed
normal woman. Normality within females is judged on how she can establish her
assigned role in adherence to social code. She is the Other and must embraegduer cr
identity.

In terms of social identity construction, women are not the only victims to the
detriments of Otherness. Any minority group, whether it be through thejrgacder,

religion, sexuality, etc., are subject to the void which is created by compari$en to t
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dominant entity of society. African-American criticism is based on Oéssrand
adaptation of individuals that are considered to be inferior in society. W.E.B. Du Bois
develops the black psyche development and identity formation by creating the link
between psychoanalysis and black consciousness with the notion of double-
consciousness in his workhe Souls of Black FolkdHe argues that the black individual
lives in “a world which yields him no true self-consciousness, but only lets him see
himself through the revaluation of the other world” (568). The social construct of the
black identity is only formed by individuals paralleling the differences betwee
themselves and their white counterparts. The only way they will be able to mxogni
their identity is through the recognition of who they are not. This notion correldates
Lacan’s mirror stage in the fact that the black identity will develop withabegnition
and detachment from the white identity. Although Du Bois does not make the link
between male and female, the female in society is also afflicted bythlignition
through misrecognition that they are not male. This idea of double-consciousness makes
the Others aware of their differences and constantly at battleheitbelf, a war that will
never be won. Black people will never be able to change the genetic make-up of their
existence; therefore, they will never be able to be considered an acceptsabieiper
society. ldentity is therefore constructed out of difference, misrecogn#nd
ideologies that are at large within the given community.

In accordance with Lacan’s mirror stage to truly accept who we are and move
along with psyche advancements, one must break free from the mother figure and
recognize that each individual has a self. In the Afro-Caribbean commueetty,is the

recognition that there is a difference between the white motherland @etbtie mother
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figures) and the individual, but there is a lack of self recognition. Afro-Caaitzbleave
dual motherlands: the European country that colonized the islands and Africa. The
original foundation for Caribbean culture was a clash between two differemtswming
forced together: European and African descendents. The African identity wessezp
by European culture, as Europeans overtook the region through domination and control.
This power was achieved through isolation of African culture, closeting tiaaAf
culture to home life, while making it only acceptable to exude Eurocentric behavior i
public. Europeans took control over Caribbean culture, making it nearly impossible for
Afro-Caribbeans to form a solid identity. The dominant European culture, whieledic
the ideologies, discredits the culture from which the society has descended frem.
dismissal of cultural, traditional, and religious practices creates aetymithin Afro-
Caribbeans because their racial heritage creates a differemeebeheir race and the
European race that dominates them. Inherently, there is a notion of Otherness create
amongst the Afro-Caribbean community.

Adopting ideas from Psychoanalytic and Feminist criticism, Frantz Fanon
establishes the Afro-Caribbean psyche development in his semindltekt,Skins,
White Masks Fanon, native to Martinique, writes about the Caribbean mindset from an
insider perspective. Fanon explores the actualization of the Caribbean uncomscious
terms of gender and race, exposing the importance that Otherness plays of terms
identity development. Fanon relies heavily on race and marginalizatioadkeigtin
Caribbean society in order to support psyche development of Afro-Caribbeans. By
creating a sense of inferiority within black and biracial inhabitants of thligan, the

white race has been able to maintain superiority over the region. The inferi@r thaitur
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Afro-Caribbeans have embraced, due to colonization, leads to alienation withmithe
race and overall community. Fixation over acceptance from the whiteeea@s the
Afro-Caribbean as:
an obsessive neurotic type, or, if one prefers, he puts himself into a
complete situational neurosis. In the man of color there is a constant effort
to run away from his own individuality, to annihilate his own presence.
Whenever a man of color rebukes, there is alienation [...] the Negro,
having been made inferior, proceeds from humiliating insecurity through
strongly voiced self-accusation to despair. The attitude of the black man
toward the white, or toward his own race, often duplicates almost
completely a constellation of delirium, frequently bordering on the region
of pathological (Fanon 60).
To Fanon, negative implications of race are a main focal point in the development of
Caribbean identity. There is a constant need for achieving whiteness, whether it
through adaptation of “proper” European language, education that is afforded to white
people, or the attempt to change the appearance of one’s skin. Afro-Caribleeans a
seeking acceptance into society through embracing and adopting Europesnsntte
their culture has been rejected by the domination of the white race. Théhraaathy
that was created in colonization still holds true in the postcolonial setting. N&$stes
viewed as being prosperous and powerful, while blackness is shunned by society due to
implications of ignorance and inferiority.
Fanon’s attempt for decolonization of the Caribbean, specifically Martinique i

his studies, is approached through the psychological breakdown of the Caribbean mindset
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and psyche development. Marginalization of Afro-Caribbeans through colonibais
impacted the way that they are viewed by others, but also how the Afro-Garibbe
community views and places worth on itself. Fanon first describes colonized pspple
“every people in whose soul and inferiority complex has been created by the death and
burial of its local culture originality” (18). In order to be colonized, one must be
overtaken and made inferior to the colonizing country. Without this tactic there would
not be the ability to overtake a people and implement a new identity for them. Itis the
Afro-Caribbean culture that is colonized in the Caribbean, made to be inferior to the
white-European culture. Fanon exhibits the importance that language plays in
colonization, as it is language that creates the ability to overtake the cdloiize
French-colonized island of Martinique favors the white-European idealnthigles the
knowledge of the French language. For a black man to master the French lahguage
becomes whiter in the eyes of society. This creates a sense of acceptante fwhite
culture that is dictating ideologies to the black culture by renunciation of@drdbbean
culture; the black man “becomes whiter as he renounces his blackness” (Fanibms18).
engrained that the Afro-Caribbean race is a lesser entity than the wihiteelan race;
therefore, creating an unattainable ideal that is sought after. Afrbb@ans must
abandon their heritage in order to escape the “abandonment neurosis” that ed®plac
them when taken from their motherland and then marginalized by their colonizing
country.

Fanon incites that colonization creates a “devaluation of self” within tlee Afr
Caribbean community (75). The Afro-Caribbean is abandoned on several different

levels, which in turn creates what Fanon calls “abandonment neurosis,” a term adopted
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from Germaine Geux. First, the Afro-Caribbean is abandoned by Africa, his or her
original motherland. The slave trade initially brought Africans to the Carbb®nce
these slaves were docked in the harbors of the Caribbean and sold as property, the
connection to Africa was lost. The initial migration to a new world incited the notion of
abandonment from the African motherland; the slave would never see his or her home
again and was forced to embrace a new culture. After the initial abandonment from
Africa, the descendents of the African Diaspora were abandoned yetlagahis time
by their European counterparts who favored Eurocentrism. The European countries that
colonized the Caribbean did so in order to achieve riches through land and commodities.
The products of the Caribbean were mainly crops that were tended to by the skaves tha
were brought from Africa. Afro-Caribbeans were there to work, not to live. ebdsats
of the African Diaspora were abandoned by their new culture because tteegote
accepted into it.

The creation of neurosis through abandonment aides in the creation of the Afro-
Caribbean identity. Fanon argues that, “The neurotic structure of an individuapiy
the elaboration, the formation, the eruption within the ego, of conflictual clusigrga
in part out of the environment and in part out of the purely personal way in which that
individual reacts to these influences” (81). The reaction Fanon speaks of isdHernee
acceptance by the white community of the Caribbean; “It is in fact customary
Martinique to dream of a form of salvation that consists of magically turninmg’i44).
Caribbean culture is overshadowed by a racial hierarchy: white at the topaeka@tihe
bottom. To achieve whiteness is the ability to achieve social ranking. For the man of

color, Fanon suggests that this is done by seeking the love of a white woman. The
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acceptance of a white woman justifies the existence of a black man in thbe2ari“By
loving me she proves that | am worthy of white love. | am loved like a white r&anh” (
The love of a white woman will satisfy the black man’s need for acceptaribe lahite
community. This simple act will make up for the fact that he was abandoned by the
white community because now he has love from the white community which will, in turn,
permit his acceptance into the community. He is now permissibly white. In agexddi
Fanon’s work, Rey Chow relays “that for the black man, selfhood and communal
relations are entirely intertwined with skin color and race. If the forcexistence with
the white man is impossible as a basis for community, it is because the \&hjtevitin
his attitudes of racist superiority does adtnitthe black man as an equal” (58).
According to Fanon, this equality is sought through the relationship with white women,
but this is ultimately a battle that will never be won. A black or biracial mameaer
literally make himself white. Regardless of the advantages that hereetg for
himself, there will never be a full admittance into the white community due tadas r
The woman of color, according to Fanon, must seek love from a white man in
order to compensate from her inherent abandonment neurosis. The love affair with a
white man will prove advantageous to the woman of color for several reasons. st he fir
is purely narcissistic where the woman of color is seeking social accepthrough the
wealth of her white mate. As the white men in the Caribbean are the ones that hold
money and power, a relationship with a white man would transcend the white male’s
social status to the woman of color. The second reason is to “purify” the race. Since
women are child-bearing, procreation affords the woman of color the opportunity to

change her social status by “whitening” the race of her children. Famgs tkht in
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Martinique every woman knows and repeats the saying, “Whiten the race, saaeethe r
(47). If awoman of color from Martinique is not able to find a white man to have a
relationship with, she “is determined to select the least black of the men” (Fanon 47)
The woman of color has the option of who she will have children with: a white man,
black man, biracial man, each with their own skin color that would be able to either help
or hinder the social ranking of the black female in society. If the woman isoatxar
children with lighter skin, it is possible for her to move up in the social rankings bdsed of
of how well her children can “pass” as white. Fanon negates the fact thahoade be

seen as a flaw (81); however, it is engrained in the Afro-Caribbean, due to e soci
hierarchy in place. The flaw of the Afro-Caribbeshis or her race. In order to

overcome this unchangeable flaw, the Afro-Caribbean must become obsessed with the
“whitening” of the race in order to create acceptance.

Fanon’s main view of Caribbean race is black versus white, with little mention of
biracial descendents living in the Caribbean. He takes on a somewhat white-Buropea
mindset when creating his binary by encouraging the separation of the races this
defining of the Afro-Caribbean mindset. Trying to be white may very well béeah in
the Caribbean, but is not the only mindset as it is an unattainable ideal. The binary
created by colonization, and reinforced by Fanon by not offering a justifieibsoldbes
not afford the option to fall into a gray area between the black and white racahlate
have been drawn. Francoise Lionnet transforms this function of the gray aresagaes
that we are all part of it: there is no black or white, in her waudtobiographical Voices:
Race, Gender, and Self-Portaiturkionnet focuses on the functioningroétissagethe

“braiding, of cultural forms through the simultaneous revalorization of oral wadiand
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reevaluation of Western concepts” (4), and acknowledges that there is not apure ra
which in turn establishes that even the European ideal is a false one. Raceas hoit
socially constructed, as well as gender, in order to “perpetuate exploitation and
subjugation on behalf of those fictive differences created by discourses of Bwe

Race and gender serve one purpose, which is to solidify the ideological power esructur
of the white male. The white male has strategically created rolesfoen and people

of color in order to distort reality, and create a world where they can domiffaegray
area, according to the white male ideology, is the area where psychomsdkerause

one does not truly fit into black or white. By forming a double-consciousness, Afro-
Caribbeans are able to recognize that they are not white, yet they aréertotfakm an
individual identity because society requires them to be white. These societaldie
cause Afro-Caribbeans to strive for whiteness, a delusional state whichshtimeier

ability to recognize they are different from the dominant white culture, mbdaee the
métissage of their identity which embraces both the European and Africaresuhat
affect their identity. Lionnet’s argument breaks down the dominating Wedtslogies
and exposes that the psychosis associated with being of race or of gender, meaning not
white or not male, is actually a craftily created consequence in order taluquhahial
power structures.

Fanon continues to uphold colonial power structures by adhering to a patriarchal
mindset. Just as Freud favors the development of the male psyche in Psychoanalytic
criticism, Fanon promotes the Afro-Caribbean psyche development in terms of ¢ghe mal
with little regard for the female. Within his text Fanon mainly focuses obl#do& male

in Caribbean society, dedicating only one chapter to the woman of color, which solely
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speaks to the woman'’s relationship with the white male. Rey Chow points out the flaw i
Fanon’s sole representation of the Caribbean woman by arguing that he sedfthdin

he knows nothing about the black female, and that he uses this almost as a precautionary
tool for his development of the black female. This obvious lack of attention directed
towards the Caribbean female shows Fanon’s oversight in the development of identity
within the Caribbean. This weakness in Fanon’s argument opens the door for
interpretation of the Caribbean female identity. Although there is one clugglieated

to the woman of color, all other chapters in the book are directed towards the man of
color—implying that the woman of color would take on the same characteristtos as

man of color. Aside from implicitly giving female Afro-Caribbeans shene identity as

the Afro-Caribbean male, Fanon also groups all women into one entity. Through the
generalization of women, “The predominant impression given by [Fanon] is that women
of color areall alike: in spite of the differences in pigmentation between the Negress and
the mulatto, for instance, they share a common, ‘nauseating’ trait—the ttebgcome
white—that can be generalized in the form of ‘every woman™ (Chow 60). Fanon is
disgusted by the need to become white, as he states several times thrBlagto8kins,
White Masksbut suggests that all women of color in the Caribbean possess this trait. As
we saw in the Psychoanalytic identity development, the female, regavtimdtural

setting, will develop differently than the male due to the fragmented and laidksiglé

in which she is raised simply because she is female. Fanon is inadveriestilygca

second degree of Otherness for the Afro-Caribbean woman through his description and
depiction of how the she behaves. Not only is the Afro-Caribbean woman an Other

because of her race, but she is also an Other because of her gender.
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Since Fanon’s text is looked at as a canonical representation of Caribbedy identi
development, the representation of the Afro-Caribbean woman has been shaped for her
through his depiction. The female, according to Irigaray, learns her idémttygh
behaviors presented to her by her family and society. The generalizatioaribatlas
created is that the Afro-Caribbean woman is a woman that preys on white merr ito orde
increase her own social status through her sexuality. Chow fleshes out thisenega
generalization by unpacking Fanon’s perspective of the Afro-Caribbeafefema

By refusing the woman of color any of the kind of emotional ambivalence
that is copiously endowed upon the psyche of the black man, what Fanon
accomplishes is a representation—representation both in the sense of
portraying and in the sense of speaking for—of the woman of color as
potentially if not always a whore, a sell-out, and hence a traitor to her own
ethnic community. Women of color are, in other words, shameless people
who forsake their own origins [...] for something more ‘universally’
desirable and profitable—association with the white world (64).
This assumption alienates the black woman from her own culture. She is viewed as a
woman that will not satisfy herself with the accompaniment of other people airher s
race, but a person that is constantly looking for an opportunity for social adwaricem
Since the female of society is seeking for her desires to be met, she s@eking the
desires that are implied that she must want; “Fanon describes the woman af color i
terms of her conscious wishes and her unconscious desires” (Chow 65). Yet, Fanon is
somewhat creating desires for the woman of color as there is a negatragglaf her

in Fanon’s quest for Caribbean identity development. He presents an identity for the



Delli Santi 22

Afro-Caribbean female, but only further marginalizes the female irbG2ain society.

There is no acknowledgment of other roles that a woman may take on: mother, daughter,
friend, scholar, entrepreneur, teacher—or even lesbian. Inadvertently ormuot, Hes

created a tainted identity for the Afro-Caribbean woman, which essemtisthysses his

desire for decolonization when it comes to the Caribbean female. He calls for the
acknowledgement and advancement of the Caribbean male, but allows for thetdemale

be left to old stereotypes that adhere to the patriarchal colonial mindset.

It is now left to the Caribbean authoress to write back against the patriarchal
standpoint that has created the identity of the Caribbean woman, and create an identity
for the females of the Caribbean. Carole Boyce Davies and Elaine Sastlorgdeiress
this need for a feminist dialogue in Caribbean societies in the introductionttof the
Kumbla: Caribbean Women and LiteraturBoyce Davies recognizes that “Women
seem to have great freedom in Caribbean societies, yet we know that womegreatfe
inequalities within them” (x). Caribbean women may not be as oppressed as women
living in other postcolonial societies, but they suffer a power struggle witheham
Caribbean society. Equality amongst men and women has not moved into the Caribbean
just yet, but the need and desire for equality has risen within women. Fido trafuies
order for Caribbean women to find a voice and place in society that they are corafortabl
with, they must enter the literary arena and demand a voice becausevtitexiein the
Caribbean have a tradition of debate; women need to develop one consciously now” (xi).
Although Boyce Davies and Fido recommend this taking of power for Caribbeamwome
be conducted through a theoretical standpoint, women’s Caribbean literature also

provides a platform for the authoress to speak to her community and the rest of the world.
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Writing back against the literature that binds the stereotypes is a commonatimemgst
Caribbean authoresses, as it presents a voice and a dismissal of outdated pointsfof view
Caribbean women. Through her writings the Caribbean authoress is able toaadrite
reinvent the identity that has been created for the Caribbean female.

Elizabeth Nunez is a Trinidadian author, critic, and professor who explores the
development of female identity within Trinidadian society through her fictiordl a
critical writings. Nunez’s article, “The Paradoxes of Belonging, stjoas the identity
of the white creole woman in the Caribbean as she lives in exile due to rejectidmefrom
European heritage as well as Afro-Caribbean society. Nunez questiortsagiggsand
guestioning of identity through her own fictional works with the formation of her &emal
characters. She uses her native country of Trinidad as the main setting to dewilop bla
and biracial female characters and utilizes the impact of familialGretal ideologies
in order to show how the Trinidadian female identity adapts and rejects the gadade
that are placed on them. Nunez’'s nov@lsien Rocks Dang¢Bruised Hibiscusand
Prospero’s Daughtepresent readers with three different family units in which female
children are being raised¥hen Rocks Dandellows the black girl that is raised by her
single mother in TrinidadBruised Hibiscusntroduces readers to a family in which a
biracial girl is raised by a mother who alienates her from society armimefamily due
to her skin color. Whil®rospero’s Daughtepresents the situation of a white girl that is
being raised in Trinidad by her widowed father. Each novel presents readeas wit
different scenario in which a female child is raised and how her identitynis the
constructed: the present mother, the absent mother, and the widowed father. Nunez uses

these family units in order to show how the Trinidadian female identity is edfést
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different settings, but that ultimately there is a common ground of exileddCaribbean

woman due to marginalization and isolation due to the child’s race and gender.
Afro-Caribbean women have a history of domination through isolation. Each of

Nunez’s novels that | will explore present the coming of age of a female child in the

Caribbean. In accordance with historical traditions, the ideologiegyatitathe

community shape the outlook of how the female’s identity will develop. | propose that in

addition to domination by patriarchal, Eurocientric ideals, the immediatéyfamwhich

a female child is raised will develop how strong of a sense of self identity Bhe wi

develop. | believe Nunez uses her novels to present the problems of race and gender, and

also the importance of strong female role models to induce change in the Caribbean

female. There is not a sense of strong femaleness in the Caribbearfeasateadentity

is dictated to her by the Caribbean male. Nunez utilizes her fiction to wekeagainst

the patriarchal society, expose the importance of strong females in sane:the

negative impact that domination and control has to Caribbean females. Developing the

female identity must be done so by females, and through language that reghesents

female perspective.
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Developing the Female with a Mother Present

Nunez’s first novelWhen Rocks Dang¢eresents readers with a family unit
containing a solid mother-daughter relationship. This foundational relationshipebetwe
mother and daughter develops how identity formation of an Afro-Caribbean woman
blooms when a child is raised with a strong mother figure that is present to groanthe
establish ideals. Marina is the biracial daughter of Emilia, and even thouglathe
racial differences between the women, Marina’s relationship with her maothigies her
to develop a true identity of her own. Emilia teaches her daughter through example, and
establishes the ability to adapt personality traits that will enabl e a strong,
independent woman. The mother-daughter relationship in this novel exposes how tight-
knit relationships afford the ability for mothers to teach their daughters howrmoave
subjectivity that is placed on females in society and take ownership of theidirali
identity and destiny.

The novel is set at the turn of the twentieth century when Trinidad is still under
colonial rule. A time where Afro-Caribbean culture became resistantttshBule, and
the quest for power amongst people of the African descent emerged. There was
fractured identity for Afro-Caribbeans, as they were known only as slavdsraaf the
land, ignorant people that would never, or could never for that fact, be considered equal
to the white race that was dominant. Acknowledgment from the Afro-Caribbeamaace t
power came through land ownership erected the mentality that there could bala radic
change in the way Trinidad was governed. Slavery was officially abolishethidad
on August 1, 1838 following a peaceful protest by Afro-Caribbeans to the Governor

because emancipation that was granted in 1834 was not being upheld on the island. After



Delli Santi 26

this new-found freedom, recognition of the possibility of equality fragmentedftbe A
Caribbean identity, as there was now a change in the way in which the community
viewed itself. Through this recognition, the beginning of the evolution of Afro-
Caribbean identity began as the possibility for power was presented to theigibynm
When Rocks Danaanbraces this change in Afro-Caribbean identity through the
exploration of Emilia’s quest for power through land ownership, which is a foundation
that is instilled in Marina’s upbringing because Emilia wants her daughiteve a better
life than the life that she led. Emilia’s troubled past, having buried four setsno$dws
before the conception of Marina and being only the lover of a powerful white man
(Hrothgar), engrains the ideology that women of color are dependent upon men for
survival. Emilia is the embodiment of Fanon’s depiction of the woman of color; she is a
woman that is alienated from the white world of power due to colonization and utilizes
her charms of sexuality to enchant a white man into establishing stabilitylifehe
Emilia is forced into a world of inferiority due to the colonial ideologies thiat r
Trinidad during this time, and “it is because [she] feels inferior that shees$piwin
admittance into the white world” (Fanon 60). The relationship between Hrothgar and
Emilia is codependent, as Hrothgar understands Emilia’s need for stability andtse wa
an heir to his estate. The relationship proved to be disappointing to both parties. The
sole surviving child was a female, Marina, not the male heir in which Hrothgar had hoped
for. Hrothgar dies when Marina is only eight years old, leaving Emiliegress to the
inferior life she knew before their relationship. Once again, Emilia is forceck thaus
sexuality to provide for her daughter as she finds stability and sheltecbyning the

mistress of John Tesler. Emilia is determined to mold her daughter into a powerful
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woman that is not reliant on a man’s generosity so that Marina will be cagaivésating
her own life and identity that is not dictated by a man.

Lacan presents the notion that all female children have specific demands in the
relationship with their mother. In society, females are treated as inf@moales, which
is acknowledged by the female child at an early age. Lacan ass&tsytimen,
whether this be their doing or that of the men, have not had the same opportunity to
elaborate the common places of their desiF&nginine Sexualit§36). The female child
will, therefore, seek out her mother in order to learn behaviors of femininity that are
socially acceptable because it will enable her to express her own needsieesl dehe
female child demands that she have a relationship with her mother so she may learn how
to be female in a world that is dominated by males. The bond with the mother proves
essential because it enables the female child to find an identity, sincenfgngan only
be taught by the mother. This need for female guidance is shown through thaskiat
between Emilia and Marina When Rocks DanceEmilia, being the adult, understands
the inferiority of women, and Marina seeks out her guidance from a young ageritoorde
teach her how to embrace her femininity. Emilia pursues to teach her daughébethat
must embrace her sexuality as a source of power in order to obtain securntgle a
dominated world.

The sexuality of a woman during colonial rule is the only way she would be able
to conquer her inability to obtain power. Bahadur Tejani reflects on the patriarchal
control that was engrained in the colonial mindset in his analysis, “When Rocks Dance:
Historical Vision in Elizabeth Nunez-Harrell’'s First Novel.” Tejani rsotieat, “From

[Hrothgar’s] viewpoint, all Emilia has to do is bear offspring, since he featshe is
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meant to be promiscuous and fecund [...] Hrothgar’s view is depicted as a European
value, for him and his kind, based on sex, procreation, and economic security” (55).
Hrothgar only views Emilia as a sexual commaodity; her sole purpose in theomslap

is to bear children. This vision of a woman is deeply rooted in the colonial mindset that
women are second rate citizens to men; the only value women add to a relatiohehip is
sexuality and ability to please her mate. The two do not marry, but settle upon an
agreement that as long as Emilia tries to produce an heir then she will be aticsteg t

in the household. Emilia is ill-fated with child birth, bearing three sets of thatswtere
stillborn and another set of twins that she implicitly murders in the fields bdtend t

home. Hrothgar never questions Emilia on if she killed the last set of twin boys, but
retreats from social interaction and allows Emilia to stay in the householdpf@inéses

to continue to meet his sexual demands and have more children. Emilia stays with
Hrothgar because she has no other place to go, and agrees to Hrothgar’s stipulations
There is only one other child that is produced from the relationship, Marina, who proves
to be a disappointment to her father because she is not the male that he wantea's Mari
bond with her mother is forged from birth because of Hrothgar’s disappointment; she
must build a relationship with her mother because it is her only sense of affection.
Hrothgar does not disown Marina, but distances himself from her due to the despondency
of the death of his son’s before the birth of his daughter. The strained relationship
between Emilia and Hrothgar influences the personality traits Emilia chtzodeselop

in Marina. Emilia is completely dependent upon Hrothgar for survival, and she does not

want the same for her daughter. The dependency on a man for stabilitg treateed
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for Emilia to teach her daughter the importance of understanding self-wortlneaneled
to take control of her own destiny by gaining power through land ownership.

Hrothgar's death proves problematic to the mother and daughter because they no
longer have a home. The land is deeded to Emilia, but through an unlawful sale, all of
the land is lost. The disruption of Emilia’s comfort and security makes her vowclo tea
Marina that “A man [...] owned land only if he owned the deed to it. But if a man had
land, it did not mean his woman had that land. For if she, Emilia, owned the deed to
Hrothgar’'s land, no law in the world, no person on earth could move them from where
they lived” (Nunez 31) The need for power is a learned behavior for Emilia. Through
her life experience, Emilia found that a woman of African descent livinglan@l
Trinidad had no worth, and that no Afro-Caribbean during this time had any worth unless
they had land because land denotes power. Emilia, therefore, takes on the role of
teaching her daughter the learned behaviors that she has come to find through her own
identity development in an evolving world. Both Lacan and Irigaray agreénthat t
mother will teach children learned behaviors, and will help in a more fulfilling
development of a female child where there is an initial lack. The lack tegbased in
this novel is that women do not harness power. Hrothgar died before the dramatic change
in living situation took place with Emilia and Marina; therefore, he did not have the
ability to teach his daughter the meaning of power. It can be assumed Wailtanot
have taught her the need for power, as Hrothgar’s actions were based on the colonial
European mindset that women were commodities to produce heirs. Emilia takes on the

duty of molding Marina’s identity to more than a commodity for a man. She is set on

' Nunez, Elizabethwhen Rocks Dancélew York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1986. Print. All
subsequent references to Nunez in this section will refer to this citation.
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instilling in her daughter the need for a woman to gain power, control her own destiny
and step outside of the path to dependency that Caribbean society has createddor a girl
the turn of the twentieth century.

Caribbean mothers, historically, are the backbone of the family unit, and provide
essential guidance in the development of children’s identity. In Merle HoddEke,
“We Kind of Family’,” she presents the breakdowns of traditional fantiiycsures in
Trinidad and Tobago, noting that at least one third of these family structures obnsist
single mother’s raising their children. Hodge recognizes that the draalitCaribbean
family structure (as she notes that the family structure withindadand Tobago can be
applied to the rest of the Caribbean) differs from the traditional Americaityfa
structure. Generally, the Caribbean family structure consists of one offiedf
households: the nuclear family consisting of parent(s) and offspring and the thre
generational families which houses grandparent(s), parent(s), andrchildraddition to
the family structure, there can be varying sexual unions that take plaoe tveése
family structures: married, common-law, or ‘visiting relationships’ wizenean and a
woman are sexual partners but do not actually live together in a union (476). Regardless
of the union that may be in place in the household, it is left to the mother to raise the
children and instill acceptable social behaviors. Hodge defines the Caribbelgrafs
“an organization of people that provides for its members’ material need (food, cJothing
and shelter), and their emotional needs (approval, acceptance, solidarityrand)wa
and socializes the young” (476). The family that Hodge seeks to define is based on
Postcolonial family settings, but the foundation for the way Caribbean fanuhesdn

emerged from the colonial past. Since colonial Afro-Caribbean females did narhave
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notable power, it was a mother’s duty to instill the need for her female chitnseek
power in their future. The bond with the mother is essential in developing the daughter’s
identity, not only for her advancement, but also to establish new norms within society
that would afford women of color the opportunity to succeed.

Marina comes of age in a so-called multi-generational household afteratihe de
of Hrothgar. Since Emilia loses the land that is deeded to her, she must seekvghelte
another family. Emilia and Marina move in with family friends, the Teslavlsving in
with this new family provides a new approach to the female identity for Masrthgee
is now another maternal figure in her life to exhibit behaviors that are torbedday
Marina. Her relationship with her mother is close, but she also has a relatiortehip w
Anne Tesler. As Emilia takes on the role of mistress with John Tesler, Annaf@)is
willingly accepts taking on the role of educating Marina. Anne teachesd/igpical
school lessons and social expectations of class, but also inadvertently showstihdrina
a relationship with a man does not have to be completely one-sided. John had sexual
needs that he wanted met, but when his Anne no longer willing to perform these duties,
he took on a mistress and did not discard his wife. This lesson is one that could only be
displayed through example. The relationship between John and Anne forged forward,
even at the culmination of their sexual relationship. Prior to this experiendeaMas
not exposed to that type of a relationship between a man and a woman. Her mother had
always been the mistress, using her sexuality to attain the little lmbdba that she
had. However, through this multi-faceted familial living situation, Mariaa able to
learn a different way of life for women. From her mother, she learned the img®da

having power for one’s self. Even though Emilia did not possess this power, she taught
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her daughter that it was the most important thing she could achieve in her life. From
Anne, Marina learned that it is possible to have a relationship with a man thaedviel
power, but that a woman does not have to be dominated in order to hold this power. By
having the freedom to observe relationships between men and women from different
aspects, Marina is able to choose the identity that she wants to have. She ientddsubj

to being forced into taking on an identity for security, but adapts an identity tepsogr

her social position.

According to Merle Hodge, the Caribbean female is the head of the household and
family unit. This status has been achieved by creating a sense of nobility and powe
within women. In Caribbean society this is done through the exposure of hardship that
the mother has taken on to get to where she is in society, and want for a lecbe higr
children. A strong mother-daughter relationship does not necessarily mean that the
relationship is free from flaws of humanity and circumstance, but that the molihe
teach her daughter to avoid obstacles that are not absolutely necessargtoSauie
the mother is considered the head of the household, it is her responsibility to expose how
the fate of her children can change and push for this to be engrained in their identity.
Emilia’s identity was to use the tools that she had, her sexuality, to obemse o
security and a home to live in. Yet, she goes to teach her daughter that it isuabtysex
that is the defining characteristic of a woman, but her ability to obtain power and be
independent.

Even though Emilia wanted her daughter to be strong and independent, she was
still subject to the ideologies that were present in colonial Trinidad. Itieng@ to

make Marina understand that her adulterous ways were only to create &fbdtieher,
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Emilia admits her affair with John Tesler to Marina, “Yes, | continue t@sigth Tesler,

but for you, only for you” (Nunez 40). Emilia’s relationships with men “constriuct[s

black female subjectivity in colonial society and intertwines the quest aaffivomen

for power and freedom from domination” (Frye 200). Emilia represents the past;
whereas, Marina represents the future where women of African descentatartioee

own destiny and obtain power over their male suppressors. Emilia continued to use her
sexuality because it was the only way she knew how to provide for her daughter, and her
sexuality proved to help Marina gain a more powerful stance. The affhidahin

enabled Marina to gain an education. Emilia knew that an educated woman was
powerful, and wanted to provide Marina with as much ammunition as possible in order to
take control of her identity. The education that Marina receives allows barld a
foundational identity; she is taught to think for herself, while also being taught how to be
perceived as a lady by society. The impact of learned behaviors and taughbadifca
Marina enable her to be aware of social demands of women, but also prepare mer to for
opinions on the roles that women take on as an identity. This recognition empowers
Marina to take charge in adapting an identity that she is comfortable with.

Although Marina watches her mother expose herself to domination by men, she
recognizes that this is not a road that she wants to travel down. The solid reiations
between mother and daughter in this novel exposes that with the guidance of a mother,
the teachings of female sexuality, and the dependency that is sprungdortit, fr
reconcile how change can occur amongst generations. The close relationship@hows
a child can learn from her mother in order to create a new identity for hékéatina is

embarrassed by her mother’s status as a former maid and ‘kept’ woman, as hezl|
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manner of dress and lack of education and refinement” (Frye 204). Although Marina is
judgmental towards her mother’s ways, she also understands that this was thayoinly w
which her mother knew how to live. Women of color in colonial Caribbean were not
given opportunities, but treated as commaodities for men. The recognition thaaMari
does not want to be like Emilia is what facilitates her quest for a diffetentity, and
that she has the choice to take on a different identity than the one that her mother took on
for survival. Marina promises that she will not succumb to the demands of men, that she
will overcome the fate that was set for her mother, and that “no one, not even God, could
stop her from one day owning the deed to land” (Nunez 31). She learns from her mother
that there is a worth in women, and that women can be just as powerful as men.
However, women must take their power; it will not be given to them. The education
afforded to Marina makes her aware of the obstacles she will have to overcome to
achieve the power she desires: her race and gender.

Since Marina is biracial, she is not considered to be part of the white dashgy
is looked at by other Afro-Caribbeans as not quite black. The hardship that Afro-
Caribbeans faced during colonization is that they were not considered eqeddirhe
they could not obtain the power that was desired. Hilda Smith, a white woman who
adopted Marina’s mother-in-law, explicitly states the outlook of Afro-Caabbdérom
the white race when stating: “The poor things imagine that if they could cahgeltheir
skins [...] they would be white. It's more than skin, Smithy my dear. It's eultur
Civilization. Intelligence” (Nunez 168). Presenting the underlying colatéallogy that
Afro-Caribbeans have the desire to become white and that they do not have theaulture,

upbringing, to be accepted into the white community exposes the additional hardships the
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Afro-Caribbeans, even if only partially African, faced. Marina’s faées established for
her since birth, and Emilia knew that even though her father was white, Maxuhe w
always be considered black. This is why she wanted to teach her daughtee that s
needed to seek power through advantageous relationships, not dominating relationships.
This presents the trouble of race in the Caribbean. The duality betweem Alnida
European heritage, and the inability for the two to co-exist harmoniously, sidime
need for power within Afro-Caribbeans. This stems from a difference in caltdres
recognized through religious, familial, and social practices.

Marina’s race and gender play a role in her alienation from power. In order for
her to achieve the power that she promised herself as a child, she must still find an
advantageous relationship with a man. She does not want to follow in her mother’s
footsteps and be a mistress who is dependent upon men, but in colonized Trinidad, she
had no choice but to succumb to the ideologies that presented power to men over women.
Marina took her biracial background to her advantage. She may have been seen as black
in the eyes of white society, but to any of the “colored” Caribbean societies Sesgexs
beauty that was not bestowed upon the other women due to the whiteness of her features:
“her face framed by light almost golden hair—wild, unkempt, uncombed hair...the
bridge of her nose was long, her nostrils wide and flaring. High cheekbones sid,off w
gray eyes. Her full-lipped mouth was warm and generous. Tamed. And her skin was
pale, almost white, breasts projecting forward, backside high and rigid” (NiheZ o
her advantage, she is considered more attractive than other women of color due to th
features conferred by her father, and it is these features that enatdeateh the eye of

a man that has the ability to provide her an advantageous relationship. Antonio, a Warao
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Indian, is the son of the chief, and heir to a large portion of land. Antonio is taken by
Marina’s beauty and a relationship forms to a marriage between the two, notdiraply

to Marina’s physical beauty, but because of the love that blossomed between the two.
The fact that Marina seeks out a man of color to forge a relationship with exposes her
want to separate herself from her mother’s identity. If she entertaiedatianship with

a white man, she would be accused by society of utilizing her sexual charms, as her
mother did, in order to achieve social ranking. However, a courtship with a man of color
shows that Marina is not only seeking societal power through land ownership, but also a
sense of equality within her relationship. She is not automatically considéadri

solely based on skin color, to Antonio because he is not white. Emilia was resistant
towards the relationship between Marina and Antonio because she did not think Antonio
was good enough for her daughter, and there were rumors of his ability to have a
successful relationship. She accused Antonio of murdering previous wives and even told
Marina she would put a curse on the marriage. Emilia’s experience with merdshowe
that a relationship with a man would suppress a woman'’s identity; she neverregubrie

a relationship of equality. Marina knows that she must find a man that will provide for
her, but will providewith her as well. It cannot be a one-sided relationship.

Marina’s objectives in life are to gain power through land ownership and have a
relationship with a man that promotes equality. The relationship between Marina and
Antonio initiated through her physical appearance and sexuality, but evolved to a
marriage when her class and education enabled her ability to have an aatigaistailp
that was not merely based on sex. Even when Marina questions Antonio on why he

married her, his simple reply was “because | love you” (Nunez 116). Marina dicekot se
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out the relationship with Antonio solely for the power she would be able to achieve from
it. There were certain perks that were given to her from this relationship, buashe

able to forge a partnership with a man that progressed both of their lives forward.
Marina’s strong foundation for recognition of self enables her to overcome her mother
outlook of male/female relationships, and create a relationship that promotesspgvtne
between a man and a woman. She is able to take her mother’s experiencevatidme
adapt a different type of relationship with men, not allowing herself to be taken
advantage of.

Marina has learned from Emilia to use her sexuality in order to obtaintsléfes
that she wants. She relies on her physical appearance in order to court a man that can
afford her the opportunity to gain power through land ownership. Sexuality becomes a
part of Marina’s identity, but not in the subjective way in which it degradedd&mil
Marina learns through her mother that sexuality can be used to achieve goalsmand fr
Anne that physical attraction between a couple is important, but not the only binding
portion of the relationship. It was engrained in Marina’s identity from a dinaiidshe
wanted to be powerful. This made her aware of her surroundings, susceptible to the
teachings from women in her community, and assertive enough to go after what she
desired in life. The learned behaviors that were enforced on her did not hinder Marina’
ability to move past a life of servitude to a man. She was able to relate to her, mothe
recognize that she was not her mother, and create an identity that was infliog ihes
mother and other female figures in her life, and make an identity that waswmliféed
powerful. She achieved her goals and recognized that she was a strodgsexleal

woman that could achieve power through her gifts. One could say that Marina
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successfully completed Lacan’s mirror stage, and embraced that belityaxot as
fragmented, but something that was desired by the male sex—he wants her andshe nee
him. By embracing an identity through sexuality, Marina is able to didhess
generalization that a colonized woman of color cannot have an identity without a man.
Of course, being a woman in colonial Trinidad asserts a certain amount of dependency on
men as they hold power in society. Even men of color yield more power than women,
but Marina engages in a healthy relationship with Antonio that moves womentyg &bili
obtain power in society forward. Marina gains power through her relationship by not
entertaining an oppressive relationship with a man. She creates an idahiityher
relationship that allows for her to have an opinion in monetary affairs, whidbugésito
her not being completely dependent on Antonio.

Lacan develops that a relationship with the mother is essential to the development
of an identity for a child. For a female child, this relationship will teaginl &aow to be
a girl, and what expectations are set upon the female gender by a given sh@gtyng
relationship between the mother and daughter will enable the daughter to afsoni le
presented by the mother and mold them into their identity. This does not mean that the
child will have to solely mimic the mother and adopt the exact identity of the mothe
mirroring her every move and personality trait, but to take on these traitsodehthem
into a cohesive structure of their own identity by adapting the traits into thenpbtg.
However, when the mother is not present in the child’s life due to absenteeism, the
female child is left to learn through mimicking only. When a child must learn at a
distance, she will have difficulty developing an identity of her own because she only

knows to adopt the ways of femaleness to her identity, not adapt them to what meets he
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personal needs. The relationship with a mother is crucial to the development ofdhe chil

and will prove problematic if she is unable to form this relationship.
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Developing the Female with an Absent Mother

Nunez’s novelBruised Hibiscuspresents readers with a strained relationship
between a mother and daughter, as the mother in this novel is absent from her gdaughter’
life. When stating absent mother, | am referring to a mother than lives in trehbtays
her presence is felt in the household, but there is no direct relationship with the child.
The mother is engulfed in other activities that take away from the relaifpolsilding
that should be placed with the child. The child is left to develop knowing that she has a
mother, but without a direct relationship with the mother that would provide guidance
towards the development of identity.

In the case oBruised Hibiscusthis is shown through the Appleton family, and
specifically the relationship between the matriarch of the family, Gdaciher youngest
daughter, Rosa. The Appleton family is a wealthy white family that ddsdeom
plantation owners in Otahiti, Trinidad. The family name is well known throughout the
community due to their heritage of descending from plantation owners, andeyat t
employ many of the locals. Although this family is the envy of the majoriteople of
Otahiti, based upon their materialistic goods and picture perfect lgeditygre is a dark
secret that haunts the family. There was a strain put on the marriagebdthomas
and Clara Appleton due to the fact that Thomas was a closeted homosexual who took a
lover and no longer displayed affection towards his wife. Clara sought refugeaimtbe
of a black man, and from this affair conceived her youngest daughter, Rosath&wgh
Thomas knew that Rosa was not his daughter, he protected his family’s reputation (and
his own, as the fact of knowing that he was homosexual would be an outrage and tarnish

his own reputation) by raising Rosa as his own daughter. This task was not difficult, a
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Rosa took the complexion of a white person. However, this secret impacts the way in
which Rosa is raised. She is not treated the same way as her sisterscuoeb sio

know that it is her heritage that is alienating her from the affection of bérem Nunez
has created a character, Rosa Appleton, that has to overcome her heriayge @snt
from her mother, and societal rules in order to find an identity of her own.

The role of the mother in the development of the child’s identity is a key theme
that crosses theoretical platforms. Jacques Lacan utilizes the rtagernis
psychoanalytic terms to convey the importance of the mother to the developrtient of
child. Essentially, the mirror stage is when an infant is able to look into a mdor a
recognize their own reflection, which in turn allows for the child to form an identity of
his or her own (Lacan 2). According to Lacan, “We have only to understand the mirror
stageas an identificationin the full sense that analysis gives to the term: mainly, the
transformation that takes place in the subject when he assumes an imagéig2pility
to recognize the difference between his or herself and the mother allowsldne c
recognize that he or she is not one with the mother. This identification allows for the
child to begin building an identity of his or her own. This identity will surely be
influenced by the mother, as she provides guidance and exhibits certain behalasral r
and interactions, but allows for the child to realize that there is a line ohieparThe
observation of self allows for the child to mimic the mother and still take on antydenti
of his or her own.

By having an absent mother and being raised by her nanny, Mary Christophe,
from an infant, Rosa is predisposed to having trouble developing a sense of identity.

There are flashbacks to Rosa’s childhood throughout the novel that provide readers a
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glimpse into her life as a child. Clara, being more involved with the upbringirgy of h
two older daughters, is not a stable mother figure to provide the necessafprséaps
infant to begin to develop an identity. Regardless of the reasoning behind Clara’s
estrangement from her daughter, which will be further discussed lakes rhapter, her
lack of interest towards her child leaves a lasting impact on how Rosa develops an
identity as an adult. Mary Christophe cannot be a full-fledged substitute faisRos
mother because Rosa is aware that she has a mother. From a child she knows who her
mother is and accepts that she does not have a relationship with her. Rosa is able to
decipher that there is not an attachment between her and her mother; howevdt, this sti
disables her from the beginning stages of identity formation due to the lack of
relationship with the mother. The mirror stage allows for a child to liyesak his or
herself in a mirror, but also in the image of their mother. It allows fochée to
recognize that they are a separate entity, but does not allow for the child tedtheie
mother for guidance and influence. The child will mimic the mother in order to learn
acceptable social behaviors, which in turn creates the child’s identity. Triteyiadé the
mother will influence the development of the identity of the child. Since Rosa does not
have a relationship with her mother, even from infantile stages, she displaydtglith
the ability to understand how to form an identity; leaving her to lost in her dearch
establishment of identity. Clara’s blatant disregard for her child ultiyna@ves Rosa
challenged from infancy in developing identity because she does not have a t@fations
with her mother in which to learn her identity.

In a Caribbean specific study in regards to maternal influence, Leo-Rhgne a

Pencle develop the role the mother plays in the formation of the Caribbean female



Delli Santi 43

identity, stating that “all behaviour is learned behaviour, and sex rolergavocurs

through a process of imitation and modeling of sex-appropriate behaviors observed first
in the home, then in the wider environment” (202). Leo-Rhyne and Pencle also relay that
in addition to sexual roles, the female child will also mimic her mother fandessocial

and domestic roles as well. They argue that the family unit is the corneictone

female child to learn their identity, and that the mother of the family is the aneilha

teach the female children how to behave, thus forming their identity. Leo-Rhyne

Pencle do acknowledge that identity formation is linked with gender roles ¢hat ar
assigned in given societies: “within each society, certain norms of geelaviour and
stereotypes of male and female behaviour become established and cultuegdtgdcc

and there are sanctions for persons whose behaviours do not conform to the societal norm
for their gender group” (203). Therefore, the gender roles and identiyofaen has

been established by the community in which she lives. In terms of the Caribbean,wom
“traits such as caring, empathy, and nurturing” are assigned to thesfdmgahre looked

at “in a less favourable light by society than the aggressive, dominantngits are

deemed typical of masculine behaviour” (Leo-Rhyne and Pencle, 202). The nodthers

the Caribbean are giving their daughters the only identity that they know, whalleisa

that of how a woman should act and behave according to social ideologies. Guidance for
identity formation begins at the home with the mother, establishing a foundation for the
female child to build upon and create an identity of her own to an extent. More than
likely the child will adhere to the roles that have been assigned to her by soaet

taught to her from her mother, but may develop personal adaptations to theskenles a

she has learned the basics. It is this teaching process by the mothealbhed bar
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female child to develop a sense of self and identity. Therefore, the bond between mothe
and child, especially female child, is the link for the child to develop a sense ofyidenti
within Caribbean society.

Rosa, having an absent mother, is only able to mimic familial and social roles
from a distance. The lack of interaction with Clara leaves Rosa to try to fonmomgpi
that will influence her identity based on glimpses of how women in society act and
information that is relayed to her from Mary Christophe. The main focal point af'€lar
attention to her children throughout the novel is to her two older daughters. Itakedeve
through Rosa’s perspective how her mother favored her two sisters: “Rosa’s seother
both her sisters to England to find husbands, and when their marriages failed, she found
white men for them in Trinidad. But she had not sent Rosa to England; she had not
searched for white men in Trinidad for her to marry. She was held behind closed doors”
(Nunez 18J. Clara spent a great deal of time and money attending to her other daughters,
while leaving Rosa to be tended to by Mary Christophe. Rosa’s relationship with her
mother was always from a distance. She watched her mother travel and atiend to t
marital affairs of her sisters, and from this Rosa was able to decipherahé&ge is
important and that finding a mate will create a union, thus an identity, becaus# she w
have someone to share her life with. Due to the fact that Rosa does not have a close bond
with her mother, she does not understand why Clara put so much time and energy into the
marriages of her sisters. To the outside eye it is clear that Clavadsrned about the
well-being of the older daughters, and that a prosperous marriage to a weatéhgnan

would be advantageous to the family. The mindset that a woman must marry a man to

>Nunez, ElizabethBruised HibiscusSeattle: Seal Press, 2000. Print. All subsequent
references to Nunez in this section will refer to this citation.
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take care of her is clearly established in Clara’s meddling in the lovesaffdner
daughters. Itis also made very clear that Clara is only interestedsistins marrying
white men; there is no mention of trying to court a black man, which representsattzat C
is also interested in preserving the white race and the family name biyngdbethe
Caribbean social hierarchy, which white Europeans dominate. Rosa, only being abl
look at her mother’s influence through clouded vision, does not realize that there are
multiple layers as to why Clara is fixated on creating prosperousageasrior her sisters.
She is only able to interpret that a woman should get married, leaving her blind to the
other female identity behaviors that a young adult, Caribbean female should posses
Rosa is disabled in the formation of identity from her infancy, as she is abandored by h
mother, for reasons that are kept secret from her, and must learn an identity without
having a maternal bond in order to help develop and exemplify this identity for her.
Clara’s disregard for Rosa may be blatant, but there is a reason lurking by behind
this abandonment. As Rosa is the illegitimate child of Clara’s interaitaal, there are
very clear reasons as to why Clara is not concerned with trying to mamiginghter to a
well-off white man. Clara’s worst fear is that if Rosa married a whée,she might
have a black child. Clara’s fear is exposed when Mary Christophe tells an aduthRios
she is biracial and that this was the reason why her mother was not concenaer wi
marital affairs: “She know if you marry a white man, your black blood could show up in
your children. Then everybody know what they suspect already. They know what she do
and that your daddy not Mr. Appleton” (Nunez 115). This would severely tarnish the
Appleton’s reputation, and possibly cause the family to lose the power that has been

bestowed upon them by their ancestors. The older daughters may be affected by this
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secret and not be able to find a husband if Rosa is married before them, so Clara is
determined to marry off the older daughters and leave Rosa to find a husband on her own.
The fear of Rosa’s biracial identity causes Clara to abandon her, which epitomizes
Fanon’s argument on Caribbean identity and abandonment neurosis. Rosa is the lost
Caribbean child whose white mother has turned her back on her, just as European
countries turned their backs on the countries they once occupied post-colonization. As
much as Rosa may try, she will never be purely white so she will never be coypletel
accepted by her mother because of the implications that race holds in the @aribbea
Fanon’s main argument in developing the Caribbean identity is that the race of the
individual impacts their interpretation of self. The rejection of the black raoetfre
white race creates an identity crisis which forms from abandonment neufrbsss
abandonment neurosis that Fanon develops implies how the black and biracial
descendents of the Caribbean develop a form of neurosis due to the dismissal of their
existence (Fanon 75). During colonization the Caribbean was a large part of¢he sla
trade, which brought the first Africans to the island nations. However, aftarization
was over and the colonizing country no longer took interest in their colonies, the black
and biracial descendents were left with no one to help them. According to Fanon, the
black race wants to become part of the white race, to be socially accepkd¢de@fore
creates a hatred and anxiety towards themselves (75). Although Fanon djyeaifica
his argument toward Martinique culture, the division between races is bountiful across
the CaribbeanBruised Hibiscuss set in Trinidad, 1954, an island that is almost a
decade from its independences, haunted by the ghosts of colonialism, “and old

resentments between the descendents of slaveholders and the descendenteraf¢hei
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slaves are coming to a head” (Spillers 224). Anxiety and animosity betwesnsac

what causes the initial removal of Clara from Rosa’s life. Rosa watchesoliegr dote

on her sisters as a child and cannot fathom the reason as to why she is treateddike s
not part of the family. At the root of this behavior is Clara’s animosity towardsdhbk bl
race and the desire to preserve her own reputation. Fanon establishes this detachment
from mother and daughter through his perception of how the black man establishes his
own identity when in a relationship with a white woman: “he is black; so he is a Negro.
There is the conflict. He does not understand his own race, and the whites do not
understand him” (64). This is the same reality that Rosa faces in her relatiornbHiemw
white mother. Clara does not understand her own daughter and is afraid to actually try t
have a relationship with her because she is biracial. Even though Clara is the biologica
mother of Rosa, and one would think that the relationship with her known father would
be the root of Rosa’s distress, Clara is the one that shies away from her datighate
knowledge that Rosa is not white makes Clara believe that the relationship watisRos

not as important as the one with her two older daughters because a relatiotits Ripsai
could possibly lead to Clara’s undoing.

Due to the detachment to her mother, Rosa seeks to find identity through the only
role that was provided through her observations of her mother—marriage. Marriage
leads to a sexual identity for Rosa, but this sexual identity turns into the idbatitg
forced upon her by her Afro-Caribbean husband, Cedric, and his ideas of how a woman
should be sexually submissive to her husband. Barry Chevannes discusses thigaxpressi
of sexuality in his essay, “Gender and Adult Sexuality.” He argues thagXfiression

of sexuality favours the male over the female,” which in turn exposes thaateerm
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society is also creating an identity for women through their sexual unions witbrwom
Chevannes argues that in Caribbean communities homosexuality is indicative of a
male/male relationship, and in order for young boys to discredit the fears thatitie

be homosexual they take on sexual relationships at a young age. Howeveaokieds |
down upon for women to embrace this same thinking, and the female in Caribbean
society is expected to not partake in sexual activities until they have hadtéheir r
passage into womanhood through marriage. Chevannes is presenting the virgin/whore
mentality that is place on Caribbean women, establishing that for a womancebéed

in society, she must take on the virgin persona. He is also manifesting the double-
standard that a man does not have to adhere to these strict sexual guidelines. Rosa
displays the ideology that woman are to not partake in sexual intercourse asasttgyblat
states that she is a virgin until she marries Cedric, and that one of the asainsréhat

she marries Cedric is because she is twenty-eight and ready to havalaaakonship.
The culmination of the first sexual interlude allows Rosa to feel as though she naw has
place in society because she now has a relationship with someone that has a mutual
interest with her. In accordance with Chevannes’ notion that “women are ¢h séar

men with whom they share mutual respect, freedom and fulfillment, who will honour
obligations” (491), Rosa believes that she has found a mate that will help her find her
identity. Rosa only knows this to be true due to the engrained ideologies thatsarg pre
for women to take in the Caribbean. Clara supports the relationship between Rosa and
Cedric, dismissing the fact that he is black, because she will not have to wotrgrtha
secret affair with a black man will be exposed by the coloring of RosdBeai The

Appleton’s are content with the marriage because it will protect theyfauame: Clara
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will not be exposed as an adulteress, Thomas will not be announced as a homosexual, and
the older daughters will be able to maintain their well-off marriagesa @dgmforces

Rosa’s marriage for selfish reasons and does not provide guidance to Rosa thdt a sexua
relationship, even through marriage, does not create an identity for a woman.

In Clara’s defense, she may not have known much more about the sexual unions
between a man and a woman as she is also a victim of the ideologies thatearkeipres
colonial-Trinidadian society. However, without providing guidance for Rosa, Clara ha
left Rosa to develop her identity through the mimicking of her own interpretations of
societal roles. A one-on-one relationship between Rosa and Clara would havelafforde
Rosa the opportunity to take guidance from her mother and integrate this into her own
identity. Instead, Rosa is left to her own devices in order to develop her identitgsdevic
in which she thinks she is mimicking the women in Trinidadian society. However, with
Rosa being left behind by her mother, she was never afforded the opportunity to
understand that there is more to the female identity than her sexual identity. Rosa
understands the overarching sexual expectations that a woman must remain a virgin unt
marriage, since Clara was obsessed with marrying off her two older daydtdsa
miscalculated the need for social stability that a marriage affords amasrtae
milestone that will enact a woman’s sexuality and provide an identity for dtesth
dictate by a man. The development of Rosa’s sexual identity was formed through her
witnessing of a rape as a child. The man dominated the girl he was rapingreridd
that she beg him for sex. This was something that Rosa took to her own sexual identity
with Cedric. Cedric, as form of showing dominance over his wife, would demand that

she beg him for sex, and Rosa not knowing that this was a form of domination conceded
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to his demands. This is possibly something Rosa would have done even if she had been
influenced by her mother, but it cannot be determined if she would have known
differently because the only exposure to sexuality was her witnessingrapthe

Chevannes explains this Caribbean cultural mindset through his study on adult
sexuality by exploring gender stereotypes based on sexuality. lergias$or the
Caribbean male to show his masculinity so that he is able to gain a stabli slacety.

This affects the female because she is then dominated by the aggressivélenates an
anthropological approach of symbols used for the genders: the sun is represehthe

male and the moon is representative of the female. Chevannes explains thegds agm

“the sun is regarded as a male principle, a source of strength and power, ligte. ahd |

rules the day. The moon, on the other hand, is the female principle, multiple phased and
apparently ambiguous. It rules the night” (488). This symbolic analysis of Camibbe
outlook towards gender exposes that the male will dominate the female, anddleeisem

left as a sexual figure for men to rest with while they are not rulingathe @his is the
mindset that is explored through the relationship that Rosa has with her husband.

Cedric has his own issues with identity, but his are related to the fact tisat he i
black and lives in a society which does not praise the accomplishments of black men the
same way white men receive recognition. Cedric is seeking recogmtigooaver; he
achieves this through his marriage to Rosa. The dynamic that Cedrick arala,
dominates Rosa, a so-called white woman, overturns the usual dynamic that aamhite m
in the Caribbean will dominate a black woman. Rosa is being subversive to the white
male domination in the Caribbean by allowing herself to be dominated by a black man.

This, however, is unknowingly accomplished, as Rosa is simply seeking a rélgtions
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with a man to establish a sense of self. With the Appleton family being weaith

respected, Cedric has helped pave his way to the acknowledgement of his
accomplishments that he has dreamt of since he was a young boy. However, this is at
expense of Rosa’s identity development. Since Rosa is isolated from herdathily

unable to build friendships as a child, she seeks acknowledgement and recognition
through her marriage to Cedric. Marrying Cedric, however, only forces Riosaaw

Cedric views a wife should behave based on the colonial ideologies that he knows. Rosa
is to stay at home during the day, while Cedric advances his career as sstenlm

Cedric rules the day and only acknowledges Rosa’s existence when he wants to be
satisfied. He demands she cook specific meals for him and please him sexhblly. T
objectification of Rosa leads to her inability to form a sense of self within &erage,

as she is dictated to on how to behave and when to perform duties—she has no choice, or
knowledge that she has a choice, on how she should live.

Due to the lack of having a mother present in her life, Rosa is left to attempt
developing her own identity based upon the ideologies of traditional Caribbean female
roles. Rosa tries to develop a sense of self based off the relationships shé b#sanst
She is that youngest daughter of the Appleton family, and the wife of Cedi@gnes.

The roles that she adopts in these relationships are formed through her observations of
how each relationshighouldwork, without having any guidance. In the relationship of
being the daughter of the Appleton family, Rosa does not have a close relationiship wi
anyone in the family due to the lack of nurturing from Clara. Clara’s abandooniment
Rosa also leads to Rosa’s distance from her sisters. Rosa does not have a solid role

within her family because she is discarded and left for the hired help to raisdedds
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to her difficulty in forming relationships and friendships outside of the home. The
marriage to Cedric does not allow for Rosa to develop a personal identity &itrer

Rosa, the marriage is an outlet for her sexual desires, and for Cedric, it is an
advantageous relationship in the advancement of his rank in the social hierarchy.
Cedric’s desire for power is reflected in his relationship with Rosa as he desineat

and is only using her for personal gain. Since familial relationshipdlindevelop the
identity of a child, mainly through a bond with the mother for female children, and the
through social influences, Clara’s locking away of Rosa represses Rosd'satrial”

identity, which leads to Rosa’s inability to develop a sense of self. Rosalgms#ifis
determined through her relationships with her family and husband, and she does not have
a clear role where she is able to have an opinion in either of these settings. ylayonl
for Rosa to function in either setting is to adhere to the role that has been provided for
her, without being able to have her own opinions or attitudes towards how she is told to
act.

Bruised Hibiscugpresents the problem of racism between a mother-daughter
relationship, exposing that Fanon’s abandonment neurosis is not simply theoratioal. R
is a defining part of a person’s identity due to the social implications thatememtyped
through the color of one’s skin. Rosa is not aware of her actual race until she is an adult.
Prior to Mary Christophe’s confession of Rosa’s true heritage, Rosa had no way to know
that she was not the white daughter of Thomas and Clara Appleton. It is through Mary
Christophe’s confession, after Rosa’s marriage, that Rosa is able toqgettest why
her mother abandoned her as a child; unfortunately, this does not help Rosa in the

recognition of identity, but confuses her even more. She questions where hehegal fat
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is and who she really is because she is not really an Appleton. Even though Thomas
allowed Rosa to take his name, there is nothing else that links Rosa to the Appleton
family. She did not have a solid relationship with her mother because of her mother’'s
fears that her secret affair would be exposed, which in turn also kept her frarg aavi
relationship with her sister. Prior to the illumination of her true heritage, iRtespreted
her identity through her family name and what people thought of her family.wafids,
she realized that she did not have a relationship with her family at all. Sherwas ve
alone in the world. Clara’s secret love affair with a black man caused Rosa to be
emotionally abandoned by her mother, allowing her only to find an identity through
mimicking her mother’s actions that she only caught glimpses of from achksta
Essentially, Rosa is unable to self-identify and develop an identity of her owa due t
isolation from her family and domination from her husband. The restrictions placed on
Rosa disable her ability to truly form an identity of her own.

Although Rosa'’s identity development fails to solidify, she has a foundation
because there are maternal influences in her life. The restrictiaes ma her identity
development are due to the distanced relationship with her mother and the affects of mal
domination from her husband. Even a distanced relationship between mother and
daughter will teach femininity to a female child because she will be@lbhmic her
mother. The child may not completely understand her actions, but she will make an
attempt at developing a sense of female identity by trying to be like heemot
However, when there is no maternal figure in a female child’s life, she waftom Ifind
a female identity by understanding that she is not male and interpreting ohiag¢nnt

identity. Irigaray believes that all females develop identity throughgration that they
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are lacking being male, but influences from other females will allow hectgnize a
sense of self within her femaleness. When a child does not have any matermaler fe
influence in her life, her identity will develop through the demands of the male @&tysoci
Her identity development will be even more strained, as she does not have a way to
interpret that her difference from the male is not a lack, but merely aedié®ein which

to embrace a separate identity.
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Developing the Female Without a Mother

Nunez’s novelProspero’s Daughtermpresents how a young girl, Virginia
Gardner, develops in a foreign, Caribbean land without a mother. Virginia does not
remember her mother, as she died when Virginia was only three years vl lea
Virginia to be raised by her father, Dr. Peter Gardner, without the difagtmce of any
white females. Gardner plays an active role in Virginia’s life; howeilaes relationship
becomes problematic as Gardner forces an identity on Virginia that is not conducive
her own wants and needs. Gardner has certain ideas of how a white-European woman
should behave and attempts at creating an identity through ideals for Virgihite N&
dictates to Virginia the white-European female identity, Virginiacapable of
establishing this idealized identity due to the lack of white female influehaesould
demonstrate learned behaviors that should be incorporated into this identity. The
problem Virginia will face in her quest for identity development is that her igtemii
be created for her by a man without a maternal influence to teach feminiihgynes of
isolation and domination employed throughout the novel expose how patriarchal
influence prohibits the ability for women to develop an identity of their own in atgoci
that is dominated by men and lacks influence by women.

Dr. Gardner was known as Dr. Peter Bidwedder in England. Gardner was a
research doctor, influenced by his father becoming paralyzed during warathat w
seeking to build mechanical limbs. During his studies he did not form any allegianc
with his classmates as it was believed he was “playing God.” While @ngctnedicine
in England, Gardner inadvertently killed one of his patients by using experimental

medicine on her that had worked on rats in his lab, but killed this rich, high profile patient
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within hours of being given the medication. After the death of his patient, it was
necessary for him to flee England in hopes of finding a safe haven elsewhéretins
suggested he move to Trinidad with his daughter, Virginia. Gardner’s brother had
connections where he would be able to set up for them to move to an island,
Chacachacare, a leper colony off the coast of Trinidad until things wertaiiar up.
This move was necessary for Gardner; he feared imprisonment and did not know what
negative repercussions would come from the accidental death of one of his patents. S
Dr. Peter Bidwedder changed his last name to Gardner and moved to the leper colony
with his daughter in order to free himself from the crimes he committed inriehglehis
move saved Gardner, but left his daughter to be raised in a new land that she did not quite
fit into without the care of a mother to provide guidance for personal idenbficalihe
novel utilizes the character, Virginia Gardner, to exemplify the importainicaving a
mother present in the developing years of a young woman'’s life, and the additiona
challenges she will have to overcome while being raised in a foreign land tiwa
white. It is possible in the Caribbean for white children to live in a white contynuni
however, the island of Chacachacare is isolated from the white community. This
alienation from other Europeans hinders Gardners’ ability to teach Virdieadsi of
whiteness, as she is separated from other white females that would estaiotiel |
behaviors for her to adapt into her identity.

In a study that is aimed at defining the Caribbean, Ben Heller exposes how the
Caribbean is defined in terms of femaleness in his article, “Landscapeifkigmand
Caribbean Discourse.” Heller presents the “linkage of landscape anc calidrthe

femininity of both” (392), arguing that the identity of the Caribbean is gendered and
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influenced by the European ideals that colonized the land. Defining how the Caribbean is
characterized, Heller asserts, “A signal characteristic of Cabfiscourse has been the
tendency to figure the shaping environment as female, or with qualities sucldiag flui

and relationality that have often been associated with women, femininity, andtde fe
body in both patriarchal and feminist discourses” (392). Using female discounsker

to define the Caribbean also defines the females within the Caribbean becaungs itdori

the forefront how women are viewed from within the culture. Even though the women
may be looked at as beautiful and fertile, just as the land, they are also todpace
conquered. And since the Caribbean is situated in an isolated area, there is no outside
influence to expose the dominating characterization of the women and culture. The
feminization of the Caribbean occurred through the founding nations bringing their
European influence to the culture with a need to dominate. In European coloni@ cultur
women were looked at as inferior, the colonizers feminized the land in order to create a
sense of dominance for white males. It is this same discourse that is used to orde
develop an identity for females in the Caribbean. Since the women are the embodiment
of the land, they are taught they are inferior to males and must embrace the identity
which is created for them. This methodology of thinking is what enables Gardner to
dominate Virginia and create an identity for her.

Gardner is able to construct an identity for Virginia, as he has total control over
her life and dictates her education. This is first done through the act of isolation. Moving
to a leper colony was not meant to sequester Virginia, but to protect Gardner from the
negative repercussions of his actions, which inadvertently creates & peeieario in

which Gardner is able to have complete control over his daughter without the worry
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about external influences. The relationship an individual has with his or her surroundings
is a main focal point in psyche development. Lacan is concerned with the psyche
development of the child beginning with the relationship to the mother in the symbolic
order and moving to the relationship with the father. However, it is LaEan'snine
Sexualitythat begins to bridge the gap between the impact society has on the female
psyche in addition to paternal impacts. Virginia has a very small communighinat
interacts with: her father, Ariana, and Carlos—two Afro-Caribbean childrémvdra on
the island of Chacachacare when the Gardners arrived. Carlos’ mother wasngsml
the island when the Gardners arrived, but died shortly after due to illness. She was a
white woman who may have been able to serve as a white female influence mmeargi
development, but was unable to fill this position or forge a bond with her due to her early
death. Everything Virginia learns in terms of identity development is dictateer from
her small community. If we view Virginia’s identity development in termkaafan’s
mirror stage, we can assume Virginia was able to recognize she was mottoher
mother as an infant since her mother did not die until she was three years ohr It is
latter development that is affected by there not being a mother present in.her life

The first obstacle that Virginia must hurdle in her quest for self identdicég
the simple fact that she is being raised in a single parent household wheiis tiger
female figure for her to mimic. The child, according to Lacan, will developaméel
behavior that is exhibited through the mother, but in this instance the mother figure is not
present. This leaves a void in Virginia’'s identity, as she does not have teredtd and
relationship with any mother figure in order to enhance her view of her sédf sti@ is

developing. Lacan asserts that every little girl has demands of her mathdness her,
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to make her hurt go away, to take her for a walk, to belong to her, or to her alone, in short
all sorts of demands, including at times the demand to leave her dt@maih{ne
Sexualityl30). Lacan interprets the relationship between mother and daughter as the
relationship that will teach a girl how to be female; the father cannot teadirk child
these behaviors as he does not understand them due to his inability to understand a being
without the phallus (Lacafeminine Sexualit§26). Virginia’'s identity development
does not have maternal influence; therefore, she cannot be taught how to be female.
Instead, she is left to develop a sense of femininity by first understantatgt means
to be male and then trying to incorporate the opposite into her identity. Gardner can only
relay what how héelieveghe identity of a woman should be, which exposes the
assertion that the male in society creates the female identity foGa@dner has a clean
slate without any external influence to develop his daughter exactly as Hi. s€as
will ensure that Virginia is raised according to how the male ideal is thod@ghibe a
woman. The only other woman living in the household is Ariana, a child herself, that
does not exert any power. Gardner keeps the interaction between the two girls to a
minimum, since Ariana is black, he believes that she should tend to Virginia and not be
her playmate. Gardner believes that Ariana’s racial identificationdvopact
Virginia’s development, and he is adamant about creating a “proper” Eur@agan |
Ariana’s influence would only lead to Virginia taking on unappealing traifsfrofF
Caribbeans, according to Gardner.

The lack of a maternal figure forces Virginia to learn how to be a woman by
interpreting how her father construes how women should behave. ThereforeaVvirgini

must develop her identity through her vision of her father’s ideal without guidance from
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any woman. This creates two forces that are working against Virgabdity to

develop an identity of her own. First, she does not have a mother to have a relationship
with that will teach her what it means to be a female and expose female bahavior
characteristics for Virginia to mimic and mold into her own identity. Tleerseis that

she is told how to be a woman by a man so Virginia is unable to understand why there
must be differences between her and her father. Irigaray focuses on kinegeat
femaleness through language that demonstrates how a female understands héygende
first recognizing that she is not male. These are behaviors that ardyvenbgiht to

females by society but also by behaviors demonstrated by other femalegouhiger
females will learn by example on how to make an identity by being the otherrtatbe

as exposed by their female role models. The learned behaviors that dgseatalup
one’s identity are excluded from Virginia’s development because thereoatrong

females for her to identify with, leaving her with ideologies that have fmreed on her,
without a clear understanding of why she must behave in certain ways. This makes
Virginia’s development of a personal identity halt because she has culifirahces

being presented to her by her father, who she views as a loving role model that would not
cause her harm, but is in fact attempting to instill a sense of inferionitirginia based
upon the European-colonial ideologies that influenced Gardner’s upbringing. arbere
certain roles and characteristics that Virginia may have taken on that heé adered

to female inferiority in 1950’s Trinidad, but without a maternal influence in her
upbringing, Virginia cannot adopt and adapt and identity of her own that would be

conducive to her personal needs and potentially move her forward from male oppression.
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Gardner implements the ideology that women are either virgins or whores in his
upbringing of Virginia. Virginia is raised to be a virgin, like her mother was w8hen
married Gardner. This was the virtue that Gardner admired most about his wife, and
wanted to make sure that his daughter would be virtuous as well. Even Virginia’'s name
reflects the importance of a woman'’s chastity to Gardner. It is ea@afdner to make
sure that his daughter is pure because she is isolated from male influenoe@sity c
since there is only one other boy that is present in her life, Carlos. Gardnertes able
keep a careful watch on the relationship that his daughter has with Carlos, and when he
sees that temptation might be heading towards his daughter, he hinders theiranteract
by accusing Carlos of rape. Although Gardner’s intentions to keep his daughter pure
were not incited from negative wishes, the virtue of virginity was forced upgmi
since she was not allowed to interact with any boys her age. Virginia does nttdnave
choice to be a virgin, but to accept that she is one because she has no other options.
Virginia may very well have kept her chastity from the morals that wet#léadl in her
from her father if she interacted with boys, but the fact remains that shienwed into
this role of purity without any other options. It is simply another part of heritigléimat
her father has created for her.

Gardner maintains governance over Virginia through domination and control.
The act of isolating his daughter is only one way in which he is able to control his
daughter, but he also instills a sense of fear in her through molestation. Thel@mgsica
sexual violence that is forced upon Virginia by her father not only forces her into
submission, but also teaches her that this is a form of violence that happens within

families. In order to maintain Virginia’s “purity”, Gardner does not vagynape his
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daughter, but forces her to perform oral sex. This form of rape creates angilerthin
Virginia—literally and metaphorically. Paula Morgan and Valerie Youappfoach the
act of rape as “a system of gender and power relations”, stating that “lee gonidbt,
sexuality is a particularly appropriate slate on which to signify poweraesd (171).
With men, generally, being the rapist and women the raped, the power is given to men
because they are able to dominate women and force unwanted sexual relations upon
them. This forces women into submission as they are silenced due to the act: “For the
victim, the trauma of rape is so severe that she [...] is often constrained tdhelive
horror in a struggle to grasp it and bring it into the realm of articulation and
representation” (Morgan and Youssef 170). The molestation that Gardner forces upon
Virginia silences her, as she does not speak about the rapes to anyone. Her voice has
been taken from her; therefore, taking part of her identity away from hegllas w
Virginia’s identity formation is affected by Gardner’'s dominance beches®t only
teaches her how he believes a woman should think and act, but also takes her body from
her. “The body shelters, masks, reflects, expresses, shields the body frometbétha
other” (Morgan and Youssef 171), and through molestation Gardner has taken the only
sense of security and individuality that Virginia could have possessed by invading he
body. After being molested, Virginia’s ability to “permit or deny actasser own
body is taken from her (Morgan and Youssef 171). Virginia recognizes this losk of se
when reflecting on the rape:

| lose part of myself when | glimpse back to that first time when Fatheatgl

me, the self | need to believe is lovable, is gooduie The self | need to

believes wasot soiled was nodefiled The self | fantasize has a girlhood like
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the girlhood of those innocent girls, those pretty women, in the stories | read.
This fantasy keeps me steady; it holds me back from tumbling down the tunnel of
despair from which | fear | may never return (Nunez 252, my emphasis)
Virginia self-admits to living in a fantasy world because of the sexualngeléhat was
forced on her by her father. She is taught by her father that womenhareveigins or
whores, and she is neither. She is technically not a virgin, but she is not a whore either
because her loss of purity is not by choice. This causes Virginia to reatipetha
identity falls somewhere in between, and hinders her ability to recognize sl falls
in this classification that is placed upon women.
The hybridity of Virginia’s sexual identity links into the theme of hybyiditat is
used to develop Caribbean identity. Virginia has been moved to the Caribbean as a child,
and does not remember what life was like in England. She is being raised s difat
spent his life in England, and therefore teaches her how to be an English woman. Even
though Virginia is native to England, she never had the exposure to the culture, which
moves her to the same category as native Caribbeans in the sense that slamtast le
be European from the thoughts and ideals of others that have brought this culture to the
island. Virginia is an Other—she is not Caribbean nor is she British, she falls keraew
in between: “She was not born here, but she had known only [Chacachacare]. The
landscape, the sun, the sea had shaped her” (Nunez 191). Virginia’s identity ighbat of
Caribbean landscape: beautiful, lush, innocent, and susceptible to European influence and
domination. Virginia knows she is not like her father because she was not raised in

England, and also is aware, from her father’s influence, that she is not ldtea/md

*Nunez, ElizabethProspero’s DaughterNew York: Ballantine Books, 2006. Print. All
subsequent references to Nunez in this section will refer to this citation.
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Carlos because of their skin color. However, the lack of interaction with a larger
community prohibits Virginia from understanding identity development through racial
identification; although, this type of identification is expected of her from Gardner
Isolation has shielded Virginia from racial identification and racism, évamh it is
presented to her from her father.

Fanon recognizes the affect that racism has in the development of identity withi
both the black and white races. Both races are alienated due to the resaitions
expectations that are socially placed on them due to the color of their skin. Fanon
believes that “The Negro [is] enslaved by his inferiority, the white maawssby his
superiority alike behave in accordance with a neurotic orientation” (60). Although
Fanon’s main argument is the impact this alienation has on the black race, lige brief
acknowledges that the white race is also affected by the lines that\areidithe
Caribbean community based on skin color. The white race has to alienate itseli throug
superiority in order to maintain dominance over the community. Even though the white
community is taking the authoritative role in this situation, they are also mgdeeir
ability to prosper and move past stereotypes that are placed on them. Expectations of
prosperity, wealth, and class are placed upon the white men in the Caribbean. As such, a
white woman is expected to marry a man of this stature. The disconnect between the
expectations of white women in the Caribbean Rraspero’s Daughteis that Virginia
is not exposed to the influence of Caribbean society, but merely the influence of her
European father. Even though Virginia forms a relationship with Carlos, there is not
much exposure to Caribbean culture as a whole because Carlos is isolated ondlas isla

well. His mother was an outcast white woman (because she had a black child), and
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Carlos was never really brought into the Caribbean culture. The bond these two develop
is based upon Carlos’ ability to further Virginia’'s education. Gardner atseimpiiffuse
this relationship between the children because he wants to preserve Yéngimeness
and teach her that she is “better” than Carlos because her race grantsdrer\ioginia
does not understand the implications of her race because she is alienated #®om soci
Growing up in isolation with only the influence of her father hinders her ability from
being influenced by others in society, and causes confusion because she does not
understand the social implications of her race. This causes an identity dhamsher
because she does not recognize that her white skin implies that she is superamao Ari
and Carlos, which is why she is treated better by Gardner, not simply the fattehs

his daughter. The literal alienation from the world prohibits Virginia frony full
understanding the expectations that are placed on her by her father.

Even though Virginia is isolated from the world outside of Chacachacare, she is
exposed to racism within her home. Gardner treats Ariana and Carlos veryndiffere
than he treats her, but Virginia does not exactly know why. Ariana is kept in theethome
cook, clean, and tend to other “womanly” duties, while Carlos is brought out to the
garden to be taught how to cultivate the land and perform other manual labor tasks.
Virginia, however, is left to be tended to by Ariana, but not to perform the “womanly”
duties that Ariana does. Gardner makes it very clear that due to their skin cialog Ar
and Carlos must work, while Virginia is tended to by the workers in the home. Gardner
is the ideal character to utilize when representing how colonialism idféete
Caribbean. He believes that “before the arrival of his people [Afro-Canbpe&re

nothing—wild, savage creatures who had accomplished nothing, achieved nothing, had
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made not one iota of contribution to the advancement of human civilization” (Nunez
168). Gardner is a white male from England that escaped his past and fled to the
Caribbean in order to start a new life. He dominates his new home and takes it as his
own without a care for the current inhabitants. Gardner is the colonial mindset and
European civilization personified, and according to Fanon, “European civilization and its
best representatives are responsible for colonial racism” (90). It is théarginer’s
ability to manipulate and conquer, that he is able to hold control over his daughter’s
identity. She has no way of knowing that what her father is doing is necessarity, wron
or that he is instilling racism in a secluded island, but thinks that he has her best inter
at heart. Even after Gardner has violated Virginia and abused the other chiltheen in t
home, she questions whether he is motivated by evil: “I clung to his flamboyant
declaration of paternal love, hoping to chase away the dark shadows drifting between us
Would a father who so loved his daughter, who lived for her, given up friends, comfort,
England, all for her, do anything to harm her” (Nunez 245)? Being isolated froen larg
scale racism enables Virginia to realize there is an inconsistency tGa@mer views
others, but she does not have the capacity to understand the identification and stereotypes
that are related to one’s race.

By not clearly understanding the instilled racism in Gardner, Virginia qussti
why he feels that skin color is significant to the identity of a person. Even thoughsther
a clear distinction between how Ariana and Carlos are treated as companeginia,V
Virginia relates herself to the two other children in the household. Vinginvaite, but
her skin has been tanned by the Caribbean sun, which makes her look at her own skin as

being brown just as Ariana and Carlos’. Ariana and Carlos recognize thentfenf
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their skin color to Virginia’s, and understand the implications that the color of her skin
holds for her:
The European colonist had set the rules. They had discovered that they could use
gradations in skin color to replicate a class system that would give them ranking
impossible for them to attain in their own countries. Here, they realized, color,
not bloodlines, could make a lord. White skin alone was all the credential they
needed for entry into the upper class. The rest followed (Nunez 160).
Gardner was completely aware of the implications of being born with whrteaskwell.
He was a fugitive in England, but in the Caribbean he was a notable doctor thatdreceive
respect from the outside community. Although the color lines were clear to the other
children and Gardner, Virginia was not able to comprehend why she was treated
differently than the other children. Virginia assumed it was due to the fashthatas
her father’s only child and that he was allowing the other children to live in thehobdise
with him. In fact, Gardner was instilling these outside ideologies on the sectlaisd |
because he was the only adult that could influence these children: “A child doesikot thi
less of another child because the color of that child’s skin is different from heudts A
are the ones who plant the disease; adults are the ones who nurture it” (Nuneng56). J
as Gardner nurtured his botanical gardens, he also nurtured the ideology thakinhge
“better” than black skin. This is an idea that he holds as truth and infects thedkemgr
with racism.
Race is a socially constructed phenomenon that is utilized in order to overpower a
group of people. In order to achieve domination, the superior race must instill

stereotypes that eventually become truth in society in order to achieve anaimthieit
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power. Race then denotes specific traits because of the stereotypes tetemapiaced

on people and begins to factor into the development of identity. When one is raised in
isolation from society at large, he or she is unable o self-identify throaghwaich
becomes problematic when everyone they associate with recognizes thepdwe

impact that race plays on the individual and social identity. Since Virginia &bfeto
understand why her skin color made her different than her playmates, the matter of rac
which is a defining characteristic in terms of Caribbean identity, confuse Gardner
instills a hierarchy in his household; Virginia relays this when stating: gMge, he said,
was just below his place and above the place where he had put Carlos and Ariana”
(Nunez 243). The social order implemented in the household in Chacachacare by
Gardner is the same order instilled in the social hierarchy of the Caribbegsnvale,
white female, black male, black female. It is also instilled that a wémtale should not
enter into a courtship with a black male. When Gardner realized there wereicomant
feelings developing between Virginia and Carlos he immediately hinderealbiigy to
communicate. Virginia did “not think Father allowed himself to imagine 8te][could
have feelings for Carlos, yet something instinctual in him that he could not or would not
articulate made him decide that night to block my view” of Carlos from the dirbiler ta
(Nunez 242). The fact that Virginia views this separation from communicatthg wi
Carlos as something instinctual within Gardner implicates that Virginiardueslly

grasp the racial ideologies that Gardner is presenting to her. She undefsitihds t
father recognizes that they are above Ariana and Carlos, but the socieatrap$ of

race are not completely engrained in her method of thinking. The isolation from social

interaction with people outside of her household and the only strong influence in her life



Delli Santi 69

being her father’s, hinders Virginia from being able to form opinions of her ows. Iti
clearly played out in the text that racial ideologies are being preseriédinia, she
acknowledges that she understands she is considered above Ariana and Carlos, but does
not understand why these stereotypes hold true within her household. She knows that it
is because of the color of their skin that Ariana and Carlos are looked at as bhalow he
but Virginia relates the coloring of her skin to being similar to her playmates

The inability to recognize her own race causes identity confusion withim\irg
She does not believe that she was white. In a discussion with Gardner, Virgirda is tol
that she is better than Ariana and Carlos because she is white, but this only comfuses he
further because of her alienation from society. Virginia literally intésghee meaning of
white: “He had shown me white. Snow was white; flour was white. ‘No Fatherd.l sa
stretched out my arm. | wanted to prove to him that | had learned my colors.sTois i
white” (Nunez 234). As much as Gardner tried to explain the difference betweien w
and black, even if tanned by the sun, Virginia does not comprehend the difference
between skin color and the underlying implications of what these indicate to the
individual in Caribbean society. The fact that Virginia is not able to understasthrici
not what hinders her ability to recognize a sense of self, but the fact that sach a
major part of Caribbean development of self and she is not able to recognize the
difference between skin colors. Virginia views the world with color-blinsindsnking
that everyone is equal regardless of their skin color. It is this noble ttagitises her to
not understand how she is perceived by others and develop a strong sense of identity.
She is not a white woman that is striving for equality between races in titd&2ar, but

a woman that does not recognize herself in the community. One must recognize who
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they are within society before they can move for a change in society, ywlid/does
not have the ability to recognize her standing due to the fact that she wasrraised i
isolation.

Prospero’s Daughtellluminates the need for maternal or female guidance in the
development of female identity. Virginia’'s identity is solely dictated to fidreln
father—forcing patriarchal and racist ideals into Virginia's develaogm@lthough in
1950’s Trinidad Virginia would have been presented with a male dominated world that
also presented social standards of race, she does not have the ability to take on an
identity of her own. Virginia is trapped by the domination of her father, and forced to
take on the identity he creates for her because she does not have any makemealeor
influence to demonstrate femininity to her. The fact that Virginia does nobitaée
racist identity is not the key to her inability to develop an identity; it expbseseed for
social interaction. Gardner has an ideal set on how a white female should behan€,
and he believes this is the identity of a female. Virginia is taught bebabigrwithout
having a social setting to incorporate these to, her identity remains confuzszoh’s
“law of the father” exhibits that the father will enforce acceptable behgwut it is the
mother that will exemplify how to put the behaviors into practice. The ferhddevaill
then mimic the mother and adapt a way of incorporating these behaviors into her own
identity. Since Virginia does not have a female influence in her life, shebteuna
mirror the actions of how a female. Her isolation also affects her abildgvelop an
identity because her social interaction is limited and she is unable to learathers in
society. Virginia’s identity fails to cohesively develop because helaawent is

confused. She has ideals dictated to her, but no female to teach her how to be female, or
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social interaction to put the ideals she has learned into practice. Virgdeatgy
remains fractured as she is unable to connect lessons taught by her fathdrsfgven i

chose to not agree with them) to the practice of associating with others.
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Conclusion

The role of the mother is critical to the development of the female in society.
Lacan asserts that the mother plays an essential role by first beingin source of
comfort and guidance for the child, and then allowing for the child to realize that he or
she is not one with the mother. Even after this initial detachment from the mother, the
female child will still seek out her mother for identity development becdngsis she
figure that will solidify acceptable social behaviors. These will be lddbebaviors that
are dictated by that father, or male in society, and reinforced by behaviorsttier m
presents in her daily actions. This breakdown of female identity development slabws t
identity is compiled by a set of learned behaviors that are taught by therrttabugh
example.

Historical approaches to female identity development are that she develops out
a lack. The lack that she does not have a phallus, and the way society has verbalized
what it means to be female by comparing how she is not male. Languagarmlays
integral role in the development of the female psyche as on overall whole becdsutise it
vehicle which allows society to instill her inferiority. Irigaray aidghe notion that the
female must overcome her lacks in order to understand her femininity and build an
identity with it. The only way for a female to understand her femininity is through
observing other females actions in order to incorporate learned social behaeidrsri
identity. Society, which is dictated by the male, has a set of standardspaathérns
of the female role already laid out for her. The female must be able tocentibedack
of inferior demeanor as she does not have the phallus, and incorporate set expectations,

that often include double standards, in order to create an identity. She must fiesteembr
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that she is the Other in society, and then create an identity for hersegtthinau
demands enforced by social ideology.

Transferring the development of female identity to the Caribbeangsattords a
second notion of Otherness. Afro-Caribbean identity as an overall whole develops
through a lack because of the racial hierarchy that is built in the Caribbean. réhe Af
Caribbean female must overcome her race and gender. White Caribbeas feithale
have to overcome their Otherness of being female for their identity develbpime
order to overcome these barriers that are created for these femaleble&asociety,
strong female influence is necessary. The problem for Caribbean womenteihat
identity has been created for them. Fanon plays a large role of the creation of the
Caribbean female’s identity through his text. The interpretation of the Camildreale,
by Fanon, leaves an identity of a woman that is lustful and only strives to achieve a
higher social ranking by disowning her race and pursuing the opportunity fonedste
by chasing after white men. This generalization creates a loss ofydentiaribbean
women, as they are stereotyped by their own society. Although some women in the
Caribbean may embody these traits, not all women do. The dictation of femaley identit
by a male creates another problem as well. This continues on the sense of amgnizat
even after the colonizing countries have left the islands. Lingering ideslogisent a
persona of how Afro-Caribbeans view themselves and each other, and stereagges fo
forward.

Caribbean female authoresses have the task of factual female repi@sentat
their works. The authoress can write from the female perspective and challenge

stereotypes that have been placed on females. This allows a platform in whieh wom
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can begin to make a voice for themselves in a region that continues to be dictated by the
male, and present the opportunity for empowerment of females in the society. The
creation of role models, even if fictional, allows for a community of women toaaabr
their heritage and adapt historical stereotypes into new methods of power. Nunez
accomplishes this in her fictional writings, as she presents realistatde facing
problems of identification, which the Caribbean female can relate to. Each of s wor
explored in this text offer a female Caribbean child that is searching fdeatity, but
has specific obstacles to overcome. The mother, or lack of, in each of the woekéspres
a connection to the need for female authority in order to establish an identity within
female children. Nunez does not displace current ideologies, or incorporatgidgol
from other countries, but stays true to form of the time period in which she is writing and
addressing. She reinforces the need for female empowerment, and finds refzions
within family units to explore this need. There are specific themes addresseth iof e
the novels—isolation, domination, and mimicking—that coincide with the developmental
struggles females in the Caribbean, specifically Trinidad for her wrjtwmigjssncounter.
Although she does not offer a solution to the problem of social influence, she explores
how female influence will cultivate a stronger, more self-identifeamale future.

Nunez'’s works present different scenarios in the upbringing of a femaddrchil
the Caribbean. Each work has its own approach to how the specific familial situdition w
forward the development of female identity. In order to change the way women in the
Caribbean are viewed, it must first start in the home. Caribbean mothers hag& the ta
teach their daughters that they can embrace an identity that is presehiet and mold

it to a more suitable persona. This will not facilitate a complete changefentiée
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identity or perception immediately from society as an overall whole, but théydent
capable of developing and changing through generations. Power is attainable for
female.

The stability of strong female figures in a female child’s upbringmagples a
sense of empowerment, which will in turn reflect upon a positive advancement of her
psyche development. All people are subject to the societal rules which govern the
community they live in, but change is possible. The problem for females in the
Caribbean is that their identity has been created for them through patriaficteeces
of colonization. The racial and gender stereotypes that have become truth in the
Caribbean, hinder the ability for the female to justify a sense of power goaispun her
life. As reflected in the works of Nunez, the Caribbean authoress must now create a
dialogue in which the female can discover the roots of her inferiority, arniy fistt she
is entitled to a different identity. She can build an identity which she crieatesrself.
Since the Caribbean woman is hindered in her ability to project a powerful standpoint
the female authoress needs to become the mother of the Caribbean to show a new way of
life for the women to follow. The first task of the literature is to relayptioblem, and
then to open avenues for a solution. The solution is to empower the female, and show
there are possibilities for taking on a new identity. To create femalenoalels which
enable the ability to harness the identity of the female and pass it on togememtions
is an undertaking for Caribbean authoresses. This is a task that will not happen
overnight, but will be moved forward with the progression of education and reflection of

the female in society.
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The literature produced from Caribbean authoresses acts as a mirroretgidine
It presents the problems of domination through isolation that have plagued the Caribbean
female for centuries, and establishes an identity that Caribbean womelnseave and
adapt, in order to create a new-found, stronger identity. With literature asting
symbolic mirror of the Caribbean life and family unit, the Caribbean feméléavable
to view the reflection of her life and see what she is willing to accept intowre
identity. Literature becomes the vehicle that cements Lacan’srmtage into a tangible
source, and provides guidance for women that would not have had a solid foundation to
build off of. Domination and control from patriarchal colonial society has crippled the
Caribbean female’s ability to adapt an identity which is created bythalé in order to
represent her femininity in a positive light. However, the literature beirsgipied by
the Caribbean authoress allows for the female to view the problem at hand, detach f
it, mimic learned behaviors from powerful and influential women, and successfidly bre

free from the identity image the Caribbean motherland has created for her.
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