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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25,

1951

THE FOREST CITY (N. C.) COURIER

Rev. Drury Dobbins

FLLENBORO MAN
FOUNDED CAUSE
IN TWO COUNTIES

Baptists Have Honored Him

With Three Memorials In
« Rutherford And Cleveland

By STAFF WRITER

With a membership 1 excess of
25.000 members, Rutherford and
Cleveland counties are said fo be
the banner Baptist counties in
North Capolina. &

The Baptist cause in this area

1 ENBORO

| started shorfly after the American

Revolution and continued to grow.
|  OnOe of the leaders of the
| movement, who is often referred
{to as the *“father of the Baptist
[ denomination” in this area . was
Rev. Drury Dobbins. Today his
memory is kept green and revered
in the Sandy Run, Green River
and Kings Mountain Baptist asso-
[ciation. He has been honored with
|at least three memorials to his
memaory. On the lawn of the San-
dy Run Baptist church at Moores-
{ Loro, Cleveland county, stands a
magnificent monument erected by
that church and the association.
The association also erected a
[ manument to the graves of Mr.
{ Dobhins and his wife, in the fam-
[ ily cemetery, near Elleboro, Ruth-
""ri'n:'(l county, when the leftering
the twoe soapsione headstones
[ began to fade. mile away
{ from the family» cemetery is.-the
| Drury Dobbins  Baptist church,

founded in 1918, astride th® Ruth-
| erford-Cleveland boundary.

Rev. Drury Dobbins was born in
what is now Spartanburg county,
S, €., on the State Line on April
7, 1776, shortly before the signing
{of the American Declaration of
Independénce. Litile'is known of
his early life, but as a child his
| parents, William and Susannah
| Dobbins, removed a few miles
| north to Colfax township of Ruth-
orford county. Young Dobbins ac-
quired considerable real estate
[along Sandy Run creek in that
[township. The family cemetery
|and Drury Dobbins church are
{iocated on this property. By oc-
| cupation he was a farmer and a
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THE DRURY DOBBINS Baptist church (top) stands east of
Ellenboro almost on the Rutherford Cleveland line. Grave of Dob-
bins and wife, with new marker placed by Baptists of this area in
family ‘cemetery near Ellenboro. Monument to Dobbhins on laws
of Sandy Run Baptist church. (Staff Photos)
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Memorials Honor . Rev. Drury Dobbins

shoemaker, and seemed {o l\:\\'clhllm(;r: Onece he heard that men
accumulated mueh of worldly | Were praising him, telling of his

3 0 rodle rorf " L
| goods before being called to the |< od deeds and powerful ln(‘f;;{]v

[ing, and saying how much
! B L admired him for the great work
ho‘ was a lover of books and it is | he was deing for the Kingdom of
sald that even when he pegged

God. The old fellow became con-
shoes he had a bhook at his side. | cerncd. He recalled the Biblical
For fifty years he rode horseback | admonition “Beware when  all
[ through Cleveland and Rutherford ‘ men speak well of you.” He began
[ counties preaching the gospel and |q wonder if, since he was pleas-
| founding new churches, and l"“ling men, he was pleasing God.
[ceived the munificent sum of $24 | Tile Eblisois Mg Y

| Baptist ministry. Next to people

5“':“‘.\‘](;;';111-\. was a godly man, but | while passing “ll‘m,'g’h the church
t oAl ¢ 01 ']" 1 Fidpr ! I fm‘]_ o | yard before preaching-time, h e
\f il il ?‘” _‘\ £00d SENSE O jverheard one man say to  anoth-

{er: “There goes that - - - -0ld hypo-

licved. Obviously he was not pleas-

| crife, Drury Dobbins”. He was re-
i
[ all men were

ing evervhody and

|
county and one of the greatest
men of his age. Died May ‘19, 1847,

aged 72 years. His body lies in
the family graveyard.”
On the Dobbins homestead, on

Sandy Run creek, near Ellenboro,
is the Dobbins family cemetery.
Nearby is the site of the Dobbins
home, long since fallen to decay.
The headstone reads: “In memory
ol Rev. Drury Dobbins who died
May 19, A. D. 1847 in the %72nd
vear of his age. The deceased was
an able minister of the Baptist
church about 50 years. Pastor of

wife. The simple inscription reads:
“Hannah Dobbins, died Jan. 8,
1848, aged 80 years”. The inscrip-
tion on the original soapstone
headstones are fading and are now
almost illegible. The Sandy Run
Baptist association has placed a
marble headstone between the
two graves and put the inscrip-
tion on that shaft.

Less than a mile from the old
home stands a new, modern Bap-
tist church building, named for
the old patriarch. This church
building sits almost astride the
boundary lines of Rutherford and
Cleveland. It is rather symbolic
that it should be thus located,
since his life’s labors were spent
in those two counties. Located on
the same property once owned by
him, the § uilding stands in Cleve-
land, whiie its back yard and part
of the cemetery is in Rutherford
county.

The Baptist denomination of this
area owes more to Rev. Drury
Dobbins than to any other single
individual for the growth and de-
velopment of thé Baptist cause in
Cleveland and Rutherford ecoun-
ties. The overwhelming, top-hea-
vy Baptist population in the two
counties is today evidence of his
good works,
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er: “There goes that - - - -old hvpo-
crite, Drury Dobbins”. He was re-
licved. Obviously he was not pleas-
ing everybody and all men were
not speaking well of him.
' Dobbins had no opportunity for
| formal ‘education, but was a self-
taught man. As he progressed in
!the minisiry he became a polish-
(d orator, and his sermons could
Gway multitudes. He was a great
student of the Bible,

For upwards of fifty years he
covered hoth Cleveland and Ruth-
orford counties. ~Contemporaries
deceribe him as a large man, rid-
ing a bhay mare. His saddlebags
¢ontaining a Bible, a hymnal, a
«lah of hacon and a pone of corn-
iread. with a blanket tied to the
caddle. On his trips over the area
he would frequenfly camp out
ander the stars when no home was
available in the neighborhood. He
conducted countless brush ardor
meetings, and held hundreds of

homes. He was the pastor of  San-
dy-Run Baptist church at Moores-
Loro for 44 years.

He was frequently called upon

{o write the circular letters ‘to
{he Broad River Bapfist associa-
tion. and was very active in the
affairs of that organization.
_In early life he married Mrs.
Hannah Sams, nee Miss Hannah
Calahan, and they lived harmoni-
ously together through a long se-
vies of years, during which time
a daughter was born to them, who
afterwards married Richard Har-
rill, from whom descended num-
crous progeny of respectable
standing in the Rllenboro and Col-
fax communities.

A marble shaft stands before the
Sandy Run Baptist church at
Mooreshoro. Around the base is
engraved the following inscrip-
tion: “Reév. Drury Dobbins, a
member of the Baptist church for
50 vears, pastor of the Sandy Run
chureh for 44 years. Founder of
the Baptist cause throughout this

corvices over the area in private.
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