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JOHN E. LAWRENCE T IR kg
Born, Scotland Neck, Ne C., December 21, 1916

Educated: Scotland Neck|school system
Wake Forest College, Wake Forest Law School
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

DBgI‘BeSZ B'A!’ LL.B:, BiDc

Experience: Practiced law with late Senator Willis Smith, Raleigh, N. C. 1939-40 " -
Served as North Carolina State Baptist Student Union Secretary, 19L0-12
Served in U.S:\Navy as line officer aboard aircraft carrier INTREPID, 19L2-)5
Pastor, Littlt Flock Baptist Churech, Shepherdsville, Xy., 1947=L9 '
Pastor, Sunsel Park Baptist Church, Wilmington, N. C., 1949-5)
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Shelby, N. C., 195L=6}

Chairman, board of trustees Gardner-Webb College, Boiling Springs, N. C., 1956
Member, board of trustees, lars Hill College, 1961« <7(Vice-chairman, 1963)
. Member; Brovierhood Commission of S.B.C., 1959-65 :

Vice Presidamt, N. C. Baptis, State Convention, 1953=5), 1960-61

Selected % preach conventioy sermon, Baptist State Convention, 196}
Chairman, State Convention Camittees:

; ﬂ..t{m CL
1. Orcer of Busine8s (<., re=8) =55 ﬁ’m}’j}nfﬁ?nﬁf Pj—fa /d.ch 4
2. Replutions €4 ., . 2 L it 1 4
3. Norinations (acting ciairman)-/o. 7
Served on ommi.ttee to find sccessor to Dr. Douglas Branch

Moderator, ngs Mountain Baptist Association, 1963-6l
Chairman, Selby Human Relatims Council, 1963-6l

Varried, 193, to Laura Bateman, former student secretary, WCUNC
One child, ohn E. Lawrence, Jr., 18

Facts and sitistics of 10 Jeer pastorate, First Baptist Churchl Shelby, N. Ce.

Additions -%&X 1636/By baptimm 621 Vembership - 1963 -~ 227  (seventh)
/By letter 1015

Sunday Sct;o enm}hnent, 1953 = 1938  X2XK
1]

1963 « 2259  XXEK Gth
Aver;ge bn:'ldanco 1953 - 1079

05 dk
1963 - 12),2 2nd (L4
Training Uni enrollment = 1953 = 358 12th B
" » 1963 - 690  1st it
Avar:ge a;idanee 1953 = 206

1963 ~ 379 /st

Budget, 195:§106,);50
Budget, 196:$246,000

& -
(154 = 8 03 )
Misgion givi 1953 =« $36,191

Mission givi 1963 - $122,032 2nd  (2nd in gifts to Cooperative Program, from 6th)

Bophherhood dlment - first

W. M. U. enrent - third



LAWRENCE MINISTRY CONCLUDED

Ten Years' Achievements

With the lsgrvices of this Sunday, Mr. Lawrence's ministry among us comes
to a close. ‘UnFFar his ten years of dedicated leadership the church has méde
much real PNSI#BB in the areas of church administration, evangelism, stewarde
ship, mission gifing, and long range planning.

Early in"hié ministry the church adopted a constitution and by-laws which,
beyond defining tle nature and purpose of our church, set up a systematic
procedure for the l“Ia],am-,ion of officers and committees, setting foi-th the duties
and responsibilitixt\s of each.

During his pasltorate there have been 1665 additions to the church, 635 by
profession of 'féith' or béptism and 1029 by letter. Sunday School enrollment
has increased from 38, with an average attendance of 1079, to 2210, with an

| average attendance o} 1278. Training Union enrcllment has grown from 358, with

_;%Ganmp gt.t,endmé , to 696, with 368 average attendance. The Woman's
M.ssionary Union,- with a total membership of 588, is the third largest in the
gtate. The Brotherhed, with a total membership of 226, is the state's largest.

The church buggt was increased from $106,L50 in 1953-5) to our current
pedget of szué,ooo, fith mission giving growing from $38,19i7t§9§g22.032 the
psbt church year. oer this decade, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
Foreign Miggions hag jncreased from $2206 to $11,877; the Annie Armstrong Offering
fof Home NMiggioms incfeased from $1478 to $3678; The Mother's Day Offering for
tho Baptist fospita) Jcreased from $1000 to $1600; and the Thanksgiving Offering
fof OUr orphardges jpgreased from $520.00 to $2943. During this time our church
mot?d fTom g3#th to ggrond place among North Carolina churches in gifts both to
the CoOPerati?® Progry and in total mission giving.

Alun. tnf Chupgy, gPloyed its fiodkk first full-time youth director, and has
Lé gpitut.d ap 2val y/'th Camp, a breakfast honoring high school graduates, a

g, Corm‘r}nn Sam ; and the past two years has bad a pastor-led Youth

F.J}W"mp ui" ing h@“@'ﬂ@ sch term. A program of weekly




ﬁsitation of new comers and prospects was initiated and has been carried on by
the Fisherman's Club. For the past three years, during the fall and winter
months, Mr. Lawrence had conducted a Wednesday morning Bible study.

Our sanctuary has been extensively renovated and air-conditioned, the church
purchased two lots for future expansion, and has on hand $56,000 to be used
for this purpose.

Mr. Laﬂrencq is concluding a term as Moderator of the Kings Mountain
Association, as dhairman of the Shelby Human Relations Goungil, and a four year
term as trustee o\ Mars Hill College. While he has been our pastor he has
served as chairman\of the Board of Truetees of Gardner-Webb College, Vice President
of the Baptist smﬂ? Convention, and as a member of the following State Convention
Committees: GQNﬁ-fv\ge to report on General Board Report (Chairman, 1956);
Committee on Nominatons (Acting Chairman, 1957)3 Committee on Order of Business
(Chairman, 1958)3 G"h‘,nﬁ.trl;ae’ to select successor to Dr. Douglas Branch. He is
qurrently serving as |i member of the Bpotherhood Commission of the Southern
paptist Conventioen, E. Lawrence was selected to preach tf:e convention sermon
at the 196l meetingof the State Baptist Convention in Greensboro this November.

How grateful we are for the dedicated ministry of Mr. Lawrence during this
yoar pptorate‘, and we pray God's richest blessings upon him and

more than ten
his family ag he beghs 2 challenging new work at the Forest Hills Baptist

Church of rareigh, N. o
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