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Dear Friend:e 5

e : "Iif wishes were horses all beggars zsould ride™, and

T wishes werz lettera™, you would have hac thiz end other
letters ere this, So many times I have thought of i% and wontel
to write you, but we are nearing the compievion ot three years
of sickness, such sickuess liag been a grea’ suffering for Daar ;
Flora, while for me 1% bas been a lodg arawn oub season of
anxiety, with an almost wunbroken strhng of wnsuccessfui effaorta
to relief, which has Deen an experience for me, cimost 1if not ~--
fully) as hard as sickness itseife Eighteen months ago.we came
to this glozious mountein district where many pecple nave come
and regained healih and sitrengtn, and also a place where summer
conferences are held, Thus we were hoping tha® in a few monthe
we too would be able to0 meturn to our work in health,

-

While T.B, was suspectod, no doctor (of the cight hay=
ing given attention) is fulliy persuaded « it, though ever so
many examinations hove been madee Bub we kncw thal after her
close call with pneumonia she had one relapsc after another of
pleurisys - Thus ort repeated disappointment, wish oli the un-
avoldable noises here, ond likely with som: other difficuliics,
her nerves have collapsede She is edpccially weak and sits up
only about an hour each day, having a poo anpobtitc, thougn she
has eaten sufficicn® o kcep up her weight, £hc can reoad almest
none, can stand but littlc talking, and, though Aeaxshe sHill
has the same social dispositiion as in former days. she can have
company but seldom ahd that for only a fow minutcs at a times
How hard thus to keep up hopec and cheer, bu3 for the most part
she has kept checrful and hopeful.

Thore 1g no doubd bubt that my place ig right here with
her; at least, that is plain to me now, though I was back at
Pochow five monjshe last winters The help we ha7e could not be X
beatens We have o faijhful and efficient young cook, with a :
wife that 1s dovoted %o FlLora and as wiliing ag anyone could be,
and has come to knoWw and understbtand what and how *o do things for
her in a most splendld vmy, We also have a fraincd and expere
lenced German nurse, Who takes much of my loade Thus you may
wonder what therec 1S for me to do, but therc are things that
frequently arise wherc my presencc is most necesSarys

; Building be8an ncar where we thought we Wwere fixed for
e winter and we had to movee Fhe finding and deciding upon a
ouse was a job that I, pnly, could attend %o, Svon affer moving,

‘the servants had a charconi fire {open) in thelT tight 1little
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and has come to know and undcrstand what and how %o do things for
her in a most splerndid way. We also have a ftraincd and expCIw
jonced German nurse, who takes much of my loade <Thus you may
wonder what there is for me to do, but therc are things that
frequently arisc wherc my presence is most necessSarye

7 Building began near where we thought we were fixed for
)Ene winter and we had %o move. The finding and deeiding upon a

ouse was a job that I, dnly, could attond %o. Suen after moving,
the servents had a charcoai fire {open) in their tight 1ittle
room at nighte. The next: AoM. they were late in starbing thelr
worke I went to investigate end found them all but dead (many
do diec of this conl gas) and but for irmediate help of us here
and kind neighbors, “hey likely would have diede "hig, cven with
e here to have the birden of care, was a vory hard shock to
Floras They havc Feea siow at getting pack To themselves and
Flora has had a drogeiag hard exporience following ite But in
conncotion with ®his, wo had an e@xpericnoe that makes one rejolce
ffor the goodness that exists in the hearte of men and women cvery-
where, though this obsorvation and exporiiehos was al abundant surs
sprise and joy to us. Our doctor lives morc than a mile away, 80

T went a quarter of a mile to a dootor who is up lhere for his
health, hoping to get him to either come or socnd (We had no other
servants) for our doctore In a fow seconds after I entored his
door, he was on the way back here and his half=grown boy, coning
to help if therc night be anything he aould dog The wife ond ane
other halfegrown son siarted in the othor direction, and almost
irmediately after I had gotten back home there were ten Americors.
ineluding this dooctor and a trained nurse and two cooks on tle
spot, with a willing heart and a nind t0.do bhings, seceing and
}%ﬁderstanding what 70 doe Mholr arrival also meamt the aryrivi. ©
reakfast for threce, from each of twe hornes, with ‘the offers &0 pi
Nﬁde for our dinncr and supper that sane dave Bub with thelT Lol

g%,  thig oR0Ls

e had a good cook in the kitchen in time Lor Buppex,



staying with us yntil ours was roady for dubys

fhis dlscovery of our neighbars {for only three of tie fen
had eVer boen in our home bofore), was not a Fuli compensaiicn @

what we experienced, but I tell you that it wens a long way towazq
taking off the keen edge of disappoiniments Ihus you sce ané we
saw, "Friends in need are fricnds indeed"e And they arc woirth
nore than silver and golds

With the cxception of five months at Pochow, I have oeen her
these eighteen monthss Besides trying to keep guietnese adboud
the house, encourage to cone, look for and receive the few gussts
that come, and always staying with Flora while guests are with
her lest she ge® overtaxzed in talking, which she does with Just a
tiny bit too much talk, besides the string of other ‘hings about
the house that fall t0 me, I take part in services oocagsionallye
The Universal Wotk of Prayecr was observed here and I had the lead
of one of those services, besides leading the Christmas servioce
at the Chinese Ghurch. There is an English Service Sunday and
Wednesday of each week and I try to attend these and lead ocoa=
slonallye Then there are many natters of real importance that
come up at Pochow, which call for my considerations Thus I have
a great deal to do in the way of keeping in touch with things
there and this requires many letters, So I am far from idles

- There is nuch that might be reported in China as to general

“conditionse The civil war and rebellions, bandits, etc, take up
much space in the Chinese paperss But upon the whole there has
been guiet in our distriet for these several ycarsSe The bandits
have been near enough so that our official has gone to the remote
parts of his county and given them battle, end others have caused
the city to be very watchful, =

Then as to Mission work, the word is heard on all sides
that there never was a rmore opportune time for the spreading of
the Gospel. TYou doubtless have read of the Shantung Revivale
This has been wonderful, and it hag to a large extent spread into
our Ingerior Missione There are so many things of interest in
comneotion with thise Some of the morst sing ever heard of hve
Peen hidden (and unforgiven) in the mind$ and hearts of church
members, and in some instances in the 1ives of preachers and -
churoh leaderse, Many have confessed these and seem greatly: blessed
The matter of restitubion has been made in many instancese .SOMe
of the things that they had gotten wrongfully yetTs back, vhon
they were in our schoolg; others when they have handled money . Tor
the Mission or missionaries; others = and this i8 the point whare
nmore have restored than on anyother particular poin% = have givon
as much as three rionths! salaries trying t0 make Un for the "tithe"
that they had not given into the Lordls work, In most instances
these 1lives seem to have been blessed, following Such awakening and

- restitution. : f
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Our work at Pochow has been going on in an encouraging waye
When we retuwrned from furlough, we brought a new tent that had .
been contributed to the worke We had one already that had heen in
use for twenty yearse These two tents have been in many di?triots
all over our Pochow field, and those atvending these tents (geners
ally three workers with each) on each and every tour, report the
best of interest and many that seem eager to find and follow the
True Ways This team work is about the most strenuous that I know.
Sometines the actual preaching or witnessing time in a day is
from five to ten hours., Besides this tent work, many meetings are
and have been helde One each spring and one each fall, at the cen=~
tral statione Then at set times and appointed places, among our
twenty out-stations, there are meetingse Besides usual meetings -
for preaching, our plan of a Bible conference twice a ydar has been
kept up, when some forty gather at the central station for a class
neeting lasting about a half montha

We get good and encouraging news from the children, The -
very bright plotures that come of the %wo dear litile greand daug®e
térs ‘do much to keep our home and hearis cheered. Aad what is
more, keep our hearts tied to and drawr towsrd old home, I wondier
if any of you try to guess how badly we want to s ee them and eni.v
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