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of Struggle
ion Picture Produced; and How It Brougnt Milliens
to Producers—Played Part of Son in

“Sins of the Father.”

?o Get His Great Mo-

DICK Y,

homas Dixon, Jr., was playing The Clansman in the
¥ of Charlotte, which is only a short distance from
eveland counly, where his father, the Reverend Thomasy

Ben ths young playwrighl, au-
and actor -knew ihe date of
ghowling In Charlotte, he sent
tter to his father, enclosing
slimentary tlckets and asking
comes down and ses the

preacher-father sent Dback
etter: “Deoar HBon, I have your
r-and tekets, for which 1
k you. But I have lved all
eip’ yours without ever golng In-
¢’ of a theatsr. And, by the
# of the Laord, T shall not go
gw., Neverthelean, 1 wiah you
od. puvessm'’’

Wris story was told (v me by
#. Farmer, edHor of ths libleal
order, Iulelgh, and glvea a
B-pitohed peep inlo the conflict-
“{deas of father and Bon.
owever, thls takes una loo far
the beglnnings, and wae shall
wwell to hear this flavorful ac-
nt from the words of the young
op ‘himsell:

“Phe greatost excltement 1 ever
in my life was the launching
The (lansman. The opening
st wes In Norfolk, Virginia, on
Jegitimate stags.

“fhat was my first exporiencs
the stage. I was diveciing and
4 the script In my hand all
2t night and never had to cor-
+ an actor or actresa. I knew
body else could do that,
OTILIZED TELDEPATHY.

had an tdea that I could get
tning Into the brainas of those
fayers and that they would not
11 yme. I atd just that. I never
failed to pull mn aclor out of his
Weiculty -without opening my

uth.
“Phat. pight thers were many
oments when thoss fellows wont
erfectly blank. I just atood there
d woetched them untii I got the
i inte thelr brainm It was a
of mental telepathy. It was
® firmt thing of the kind& I ever
d14 in my life, and I never re-
ted it. 1 never had occasion
‘do it smgeln,
“Ygter on, I was In Wilming-
‘with 'The Slns of the Father.
nad produced It and put it on.
‘directed it and went to Wilming-
‘to launch it. I had just finished
rilling the company and was
dy to leave Wilmington and
ready to g0 back to New York.
the -members of the troup
down to Wrightsville Beach,
re my leading actor was killed.
them wers in bathing
épt me. This young man from
siore had not a great deal of
prignce, but he was a very fine
Jitg name was Robert Bar-

‘the part.

41 saw him killéd by e »hark.”

“le war an export swlmmer and
wiag out eyvond the fourth breakoer;
then, afl of a sudden, I prw him
throw up his hands, and hlz feca
Iooked fo me am though ho wera
suffering.
BIXON BRECOMES ACTOR.

“The director beslde mae sald,
‘He ts joking.” ¥ sald, “That boy
s not playlng a prank, o aftor
him ma quickly as you can’

“Thesn, fwo bova, who wars ex-
port awimmers, plunged In to Gy
to resens him.  But when they
reached the place whore they had
tant meen hini, they were unable
to tind him. A shark had taken
him under, and the next day hls
body was washed ashore, and It
wag found that his left leg wus
off.
*The shark had cut his leg off
when 1 first saw him fighting.
e went under, ang the undertow
took him out, and the boyes could
not find him. |

At this polnt, I remembered that
Mr., Jawnes A, Parham, present
managlng editor of The Charloite
Observer, had once toid me that
he remembersd this - instance and
wea in Fayetleviile the next ev-
aning, whero ‘The Hlos of the Father
wag 1o he played. 1ls had told
moe that under thegs circumstances,
and within fewer than twenty-four
hours, Thomas Dixon, Jr, hed te
walk Into the breach ang play the
part of the young man whom the
shark hnd killed.

Thia geomed Bo interesting an
fncldent that % asked tha famous
author of The Slns of the Father
if he recalled it, and if he would
relate the incldent to me as he
remombered it
REICALLS FAYETTEVILLE
NIGHT

Thomas Dixon naver forgets any-
thing., ALl once, he wnas off with
ths story: !

“Our company was to go on wilth
the play in Fayetteville the next
night after our actor was drowned.
I had to go In and play his part.

Ot course, 1 had never played
Yet, I knew 1 could do
{t, because I had created Iit, and
I knew every hit of It,

*1 had no difftculty in playing
the part at all. I just had the
young lady who played opposite
me, reheavse all of it befovs we
went on the siage., And I enjoyed
the performance,

“I eould not got & man te take
the place at ouce, so I had to go
on with the company. The seats
were all sold out In advance In

. THE'CHARLOTTE .OBSERVER

; ,gTi’w

. 1t

frayet{eville. - The performanca was
a blg success: and 1 had lo atick
(o i until 1 eould get & boy to
come down from the north, At
Ihis time I was on ths voad aboul
two weelke,

“Then ! had & man to cams In
to play ths part who wan a fallure.
1 had te replace him. | sent for
a man to thke hiz place, and I
could not get him. 8o, I let thla
young man go, and I went in and
played the part, and played It
throughout the entlre epason.

“1 went with the company over
the whole south end came back
into Chicago and presented the play
in the Great Northern Theater. 1
played the lead and mads them
pay me $500 a week &aa my salary
for acting”

MADBE HIT A8 ACTOR.

At this point, 1 remembered to
have heard Mr, Parham ‘say that
ne recalled very distinctly that oc-
casion In Fayelioville and the eir-
eumstances which made doubiy
interesiing. ] yemember,” aald
Alr. Parham, “as though it had
been yesterday, how Mr, Dixon
lonoked that night zo many years
ago., He stood alx fest two anl
one-half inches tall and was a very
handsome voung man, I recall
that he wa# dressed In a double-

hrensted . very llght hrewn suit,
which neemed to accentuate hls
youth.”

At thim time T mald to Mr. Dixon:
“Mr, Parham wae under the im-
pression that you did that work
superbly that night in Fayetteviile
and sald you made a dlatinet hit.
is 1t your oplnlon, now, that you
acted the part well, and could you
casily concetve of yoursell In the
role of an actor: and If events had
shaped themselves that way, ls It
vour opinion that you could have
probably attained soms outstand-
Ing succesd on the siage?” g

Mr. Dixon answered: 1 dld not
like 1t as a business in life, be-
cause I had to be In the theater
at the =ame hour every night. T
never could be induced to do that
kind of work.”

Ay Mr, Dixgn went on with his
story, one naturally recalled fhat

Thomas Dixon's aulo-
graph of a copy of The
Clensman, the book which
brought him most fame
and fortune.

Tha lanazpan Iater "on evolved
into The Birth of a Nation., 1 was
anxinus to Near him talk about
this, 1t ssemed that the greal
author was just an anxlous (0 talk
aa I was o hear him tall,

“The Clansiman ran on the leglt-
Imata atage for five yeara withe

nut stopping. It was all over fha
tnlled States and thon was ravived
three times afterward.

"Ths Clanaman earned hall =
million dollars for Ha producers,
and at that ttmn I owned one-halfl
inferest in it, x8 well as ths au-
thorship,

“I tnvested my money in my own
production, over the prolest of my
wife and every friend [ had, My
friends sald that it was nonsense
to invest one's own money In one's
own play.

“}ut I had faith in #. And
so, 1 Invested in it—about 4,000,
They pald me a quarter of a mil-

flen dollara,
*The Clansman, of course, was
a very muccessful play. It made

a fortune. It was a towering suc-
cess, 1t was an unexpecied sue-
Cees, .

“That made it naturally a sub-
ject for plctures

“I could not for two years place
{t, The producers of pictures then,
#s now, cut circles.  They would
not have if, because they wanted
Jaxz, .
“{ tnvesfed my own money In i,
and nhow, in vain, I tried to show
them. They would have nothing
fo do with it

“¥inally, 1 got a new company
that had never produced a picture.
1n W, QGriffith was in that com-
pany. ‘They had a little money,
but not much: and up to that time
had never made @ plcture,

“1 placed the contract with them
on a rovalty basiz. They could
not pay for it—luckily, for me.

Ihey gave me a royally con-
tract In Jleu of cash, under which
I made & foriune.

“They pald me over §600,000 In
royaltles,

“That picture grossed more than
18,000,000 far the producers,
Pt dm atill running, %

“1t “la going to be made inlo a
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