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MINUTES,

FRIDAY, September 18th, 1868. "“

Trr AssoCIATION convened according to appointment.—
The Introductory Sermon was delivered by Elder G. M. Webb,
from Leviticus, 16th Chapter and 34th verse. After prayer
by Elder J. H. Yarboro, took a recess of one hour for refresh-
ment, after which the delegates again assembled. After
prayer by Elder R. P. Logan, Elder J. H. Yarboro, former
Moderator, called the body to order, and appointed Elder
A. A. McSwain, and Brother J. A. Roberts as Reading
Clerks.

A call was then made on the churches for their represen-
tation and statistics, which were communicated by letter, and:
minuted by the clerk.

On motion, a call was then made for newly constituted-
churches, to join our body ; none presented.

On motion, Elder J. H. Yarboro was elected [Moderator,
and Elder G. M. Webb, Secretary. The body now being ful-
ly organized, proceeded to business. /

Messengers from corresponding bodies were then called
for. Elders M. C. Barnett, T. Dickson, L. C. Ezeil. and
Brethren R. E. Porter, J. Moore, J. R. Logan, and R. Whis-
nant, presented themselves and were received from Broad:
River. Irom the Green River Association, Eider W. Haines
received with a letter. From the Catawba River Association,
Klders E. A. Poe, J. Broome and J. C. Ikhine. No correspon-
dence was presented from the Brown’s Creck and Dethel As~
sociations.

On motion, agreed to suspend correspondence with the
Brown’s (reek and Bethel Associations for the present.

An invitation was then extended to visiting Ministers,
when Elders J. S. Bzell, E. Allison, and J. J. Jones, and
Brethren Wm. Walker, M. T. Walker, and J. H.. Mills, Edi-
tor of the Biblical Recorder, came forward and took seats
with us.

Elders R. Poston, R P Logan, and Brother B Setzer, with
the Moderator and Clerk, were appointed a committee to ar-
vange business for the consideration ofifhe body.

Brethren J. A, Roberts, W. B. Stroud, and John Beam,
with the Pastor and Deacons of this chureh, were appointed
a committee to arrange preaching during the session of this
body. On motion, adjourned until to-morrow worning 10 o™
¢lock, *Prayer by Elder W. Haines, - -
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8 CIRCULAR LETTER

much enlisted in his cause, as they are in the accumulation of
worldly gain? The world, would soon have the gospel
preached! in all its benighted regions, and the wheels of
Zion would roll on conguoring and to conguor. Itis certain-
Jy the duty of the churches and ministry,to put forth more
girenuous cfforts to build up and stistain the gospel in all
destitute regions. We know this to be so from the injunc-
tion of our Savior to the primitive christians. Was not Je-
rusalem an important place? far more important, compared
with other cities of that time, than any city in the United
States? And yet all the apostles, except one, were required
not only to leave that city, but to go beyond the Tits of
Palestine. Antioch was an important place, yet Paul and
Barnabas were net suffered to remain in that city. Thus
in the early ages of the gospel dispensation the gospel was
carried into destitute regions by missionaries; and. as much
as ome persons may oppose missionary operations, we from
the scriptures, regard it @s an apostolic and scriptural
work. And, brethren, it is a difficult, important, and respon-
sible work. The Holy Spirit thought so in apostolic times ;
beause, when a man was needed to preach to (lornelius and
his household, a man of just such ability and infiuence as
Peter, was sent.  And when the gospel was to be preached
in Antioch, Barnabas, a man of great piety and influence
was sent.  And when two preachers were cailed to go the
heathen, we sce that Simeon, Lucius or Manean were not
chosen ; but the Holy Ghost said “Separate me Barnabus
and Saul,” men of the greatest ability, experience, piety
and wisdom. And thus it seems that the work of a mis-
sionary requires greater talents, more mature wisdom, and
deeper piety, than pastoral charges in the largest and most
influential churches. And, brethren, this idea seems to ac-

cord perfectly with the instructions of the Ioly Ghost, as

well as with the dictates of common sense. W eakmen were
not chosen in the apostolic age to penetrate into the very
midst of the enemy, and to grapple with the enemies of
Christ; but the strong, the powerful and influential, were
selected to bear the gospel into the enemy’s land. And,
surely, if talent, ability, and influence, are needed anywhere
in all the kingdom of our blessed Redeemer, it is needed
in the great and important work of missions.

Let us then, Brethren, try to discharge our duty, so far
as we can, in this great work, both foreign and domestic.
So as that the recording angel {shall not he compelled,
with aching heart and streaming eyes, to ingeribe IcuABoD
on our Zion ; but with willing soul and ready hands, shall
write in fairer lines, “BEAUTIFUL FOR SITUATION THE
Joy or THE WHOLE Baryir!”
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