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PROCEEDINGS.

Fripay, September 20th, 1872.

The delegates composing the King’s Mountain Association
met with the Church at Bethlehem. At 11 o’clock A. M. the
sermon was preached by Klder Wade Hill.

introductory
Recess of forty-five minutes.

Text: Mark xvi, 15.
AFTERNOON.

Religious exercises conducted by Elder J. D. Hufham.
Elder T. Dixon called the body to order. The church letters
were read and the delegates enrolled, as follows:

Sandy Run.—Elder G. W. Rollins, L. R. Rollins, W. B.
Stroud, B. B. Harris and M. D. Padgett.

Zion.—R. Poston, A. C. Erwin and D. Poston.

Zoar.—J. R. Logan, M. O. MecIntyre and P, . Wilson,

Double Springs.—E. J. Lovelace and J. M. Bridges.

Now Bethel.—W. B. McCall, W. A. Thompson, R. W.

Gardner and T. J. Dixon.
Pleasant Iill.—J. A, Roberts, 5. A. Wilson, R. Bell and

Jas. Poston.
Oorinth.—D. B. Lynn.
¢.—J. C. Lattimore and W. Chitwood.

Big Springs
Bothiehem—Elder P. R. Elam, J. Barber and P. D. Pat-

terson.
Concord-—W. Harrell and R. L. Metealf.

Thessalonica.—J. J. Hicks.
DBethel, Iredell (Co.—John Setzer.
® Bethel, Rutherford COo.—J. J. Jones.
Mt Sinai.—Elder L. H. MeSwain.
Mt Pleasant.—J. A. Scruggs and J. W. McGinnis.
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Beaver Dam.—Elder Martin Pannell, B. Hamrick, N. S.
" Harrell and C. Green.

Walls.—J. Smart,

Sandy Plains—E. M. Sweazy, R. D. Whitaker and W-
Bridges.

High Shoals—J. M. Goode, W. D. Wiseman and J. -

DBurgess.

M. Paran.—Peter Sepoch, George Martin and A. Earle.
M. Harmony.—J. S. Melton,

Boiling Springs—Flder A. A. McSwain, B. H. Bridges:
W. H. Green and J. Hamrick.

Shelby—Elder N. B. Cobb, J. Jenkins and Elder G M-
‘Webb.

Capernaum.—Elder Wade Hill and Thos. Kendrick.

New Prospect.—Elder T, Dixon, J. L, Ledford, J. C. Hoyles
A. Bean, E. R. Welman and Jas, Parker,

Mt. Zion—F. L. Dillinger and J. R. Moss
Elder T. Dixon and G. M, Webb were re-clected Modera-
tor and Clerk,

The Church at M. Zion, formerly

{4 S a member of the Broad
River Association, w

as received into thig body.

i 3 ; K ! O )

The usual invitation to correspondents from sister Associ

tions was given, and the following appeared ; Catawba River
ado a ¢ s 1 B L

Hi' Padgett and C. Q, Weathers ; Green River, Eld(fl H

Harrell. ;

Elders C. Durham, of t}1e Pamlico Association_, T. Mullinax,

of the Broad River, ang J. i) Iufham, Curresponding sec:
retary of the Baptist St :

ate Convention of N. C., were seated
as visiting ministers,

Cowmittee on order of business appointed as follows: W-
Hill, G. W. Rollins and J. B. attinore, with the Moderato?
and Clerk.

eaToAES o R.ehglou.s Exercises : J. R. Logan, W. B.
Stroud and J. Jenkins, with the Pastor and deacons of the
ahurch,

Adjourned till 9% o'clock A, M., to-morrow. Prayer by
C. Durham.



SATURDAY, 9% A. M.

Prayer by Elder R. Poston. The roll was called. The
minutes of yesterday were read. The committee on order of
business reported. The report was received. The rules of
[ decornm and abstract of principles were read.

; The following committees were appointed :

Sabbath Sehools.—N. B. Cobb, J. C. Lattimore and H. H.
Bridges. ‘

Wissions—J. D. Hufham, J. C. Hoyle and J. J. Hicks.

T empcr(mce-—G. W. Rollins, -J. R. Logan and J. Setzer.

Finance—J. Jenkins, T. Kendrick and W. Harrell,

Periodicals—R. Poston, W. Hill and L. R. Rollins.

Union Meetings—J. A. Roberts, B. B. Harriss and W.
Bridges. 3

Obituaries—A. A. McSwain, M. Pamill and W. B.

McCall.
State of Religion—P. R. Elam, L. McSwain and W, D.

Wiseman.

The following brethren were appointed delegates to the
Baptist State Convention : N. B. Cobb, J. Jenkins, T. Dixon,
G. M. Webb, G. W. Rollins, A. C. Dixon, L. R. Rollins, J.
J. Ticks, A. A, McSwain and B. H. Bridges. :

The Missicnary Committee was appointed, as follows: J.
\ Jenkins, J. L. Ledford and E. J. Lovelace.

' Messengers to sister A ssociations were appointed, as follows :
i Broad River, W. Hill, P. R, Elam, T. Dixon, G. M. Webb,
|
\

N. B. Cobb, G. W. Rollins, L. R. Rollins, J. R. Logan and J.
1. Ledford ; Green River, G. W. Rollins ; Catawba River, A,
A, McSwain, J. Setzer, J. J. Hicks and T. Dickson; York,
‘ P. R. Elam.
Elder G. W. Rollins was appointed to preach the introdue-
{ | fory sermon at the next session of the Association ; Elder G.
'™ )L Webb, alternate.

Elder Wade Hill was appointed to preach the missionary

sermon at the next session ; Elder N. B. Cobb, alternate.

_
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Elder J. D. Hufham was appointed to preach at 11 o’clock,
A. M., to-morrow ; in the afternoon, Elder C. Durham.

It was agreed to hold the next session of the Association

with the church at Zion, commencing on Friday before the
4th Sabbath in September, 1873.

The church at Corinth was, at her own request, dismissed
from this body to join the Catawba River Association.

The following query, sent up by the church at Sandy Plains,
was taken up : ¢ Can the majority of a church grant a letter

of dismission in full fellowship to a member, a minority vo-
ting against it ?”

It was moved that a negative answer be given. Pending
the motion, the Association adjourned for one hour,

AFTERNOON.

The motion to give a negative answer to the query, atter a
full and free discussion, was carried.

The Circular Letter was read by Elder A. A, McSwain and
ordered to be appended to the Minutes.

The report of the Committee on Missions was read, as follows:

REPORT ON MISSIONS.

Our Savior's last commission to his disciples was, that they should * go into
all the world and preach the gospel to every ereature” This command is stilt
in full force and constitutes every believer a missionary, He can not fail to be
2 missionary in heart and practice without proving false to the Savior \(Vh()m e
professes to love. We would call espeial attention to two departments of labor:

I. Stare Misstons.—During the past year the Board of Missions of our ‘St t'~
Convention has been actively engaged in trying to supply the dect: v

8 5 / S S Pply the destitute portions
of our own State with the preaching of the gospel. Singe our last sessi Y
than twenty missionaries have been in the field in different parts ?53;011 more
Under their labors several hundred persons have been baptized, s 0 %l? Stnte:
have been organized :xfn(l houses of worship at impnptﬂnt poin't:;[f:n churghos
slation or in process of construction. There have been fwn rmiaor ;
}in this Association, viz.: Elders Cobb and Webh, 'i‘?:le;"‘l(:;]\?:;%lo?nn?s at work
couraging degree of success, This has been the case wherever a:m&“"ét:: Ao
put forth. Everywhere there is a readiness—in some places a effort has })eexl
to hear us. We only lack the means to carry on this yopl: 1 earnest desire—
God seems to be calling on us to enlarge our efforts V(:ll more extensively.
direction. and our liberality in this

I1. Foreren Missions—From all quarters of the fi
gence reaches ns, Our brethren t}

in coutem-

oreign field cheering intelli-
1ere tell us that their labors are ble:sed now
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more than ever and that new fields are constantly opening before them. By a
wonderful dispensation of God, Rome, so long the head-quarters of Anti-Christ
has Leen thrown open to us; and the Baptists are now preaching the pure o5
pel in the city where Paul suffered martyrdom. Our brethren there are asking
us to help them build a house of worship. Let us see to it that we do not negc-
lect the calls which come to us from these quarters.

[While the Association was engaged in considering the im-
portance of sending the gospel to the world, the body was
thrown into great confusion by the sudden appearance and
curses of one Newton Long who, in a state of intoxication,
came on the charch-yard with a body of United States Cavalry
and by their disorderly conduct created such excitement that
the Association dispersed without formal adjournment. When
the delegates started to their homes they found the roadslead-
ing from the Church, guarded by the soldiers and it was only
after considerable delay that they were allowed to proceed.]

SABBATH.

The exercises of the Sunday School mass meeting were con-
ducted by Elder Wade Hill. Addresses by Elders Cobb and
Hufham. Preaching at the stand at 11 o’clock, A. M., by El-
der Hufham. Text: James,v.: 20. Collection, $43.20. At
9 o’clock Elder C. Durham preached from Ieb. ix.: 27.

—

Monpay, 9 o’clock, A. M.

Prayer by Flder A. A. McSwain. Theroll was called. The
minutes of Saturday were read and approved. The discussion
of the report on DMissions was rfasumed. . After addresses on
Foreign Missions by Elders Hufham, H:ll‘ and Webb, a col-
lection for that object was made, amounting to $52.15, and

the report was adopted.
l?]jile(;pg)olnxnittee on Sabbath Schools reported as follows :

REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

ng reports from some of the Churches,
ent of the number of the

o receive cheeri
ot give a correct statem

While we are happy i
we are sorry that we cann




‘we lament that solittle h
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schools within the bounds of the Association, Bu
are doing more than they report, We think
carly training of children in the paths of vip
the principles implanted in the minds
control them through life,
can we Jabor more usefully than in the Sabbath Schoo] ? We therefore urge the
importance of having a School in every Church, anq hope that this desirable re-
sult will be accomplished session of your body.

B. H. Briers, 0%

t we hope that the Churches
there is no better place for the
tue than the Sabbath School ; for
e Ii e the principles that
early training, where

by the next,

The report was adopted,

Bro. J. R. Logan read the report on Temperance, which was
adopted.

REPORT Ox TEMPERANCE,

The common definition of temperance is, o moderate use of things lawful and
Rl abstmez?ce‘lrom sverything unlawful, pernicious, or detrimental to good
h.(-ahh or morals. It is admitted by all to he a chief and paramount christian
‘virtue. It has therefore been the practice of religious bodies of nearly every
‘name and (.rdcr‘m end_cxh\-or to inculeate the duty of temperance throuchout the
human race and especially amone. those professine | -. ot

: - A ) S¢ professing sodliness, B, t alas! No
withstanding the effortg P 5 i) ¢ss. Bu

ut forth by the advocates of the gteat and good cause,
as been done ; or, rather, that -

8 ne ‘et remains to
be done. - We see, on the right hand and on the Jeft \'“c(x)'yml‘xllt'\llll\? ;? t)(ulll'l ‘\}i)\m.'—,':
men, and cld men .ahke. steeped in the foul sinks of intem e(r‘zwnceA erverting
the cause of ¢hristian progress anq that ciyil liberty which I;n: hiihﬁrto been
the bulwark of every benevolent institution in our once hg D v.f) t now distract-
ed country. lt_ was onee our hoast that we 5 1‘101 }‘ \17 n N
tree Hpdy ol ship our Maker according ¢ty dictates ol'm.o“an.‘vn(-*‘ How
changed is our condition At the present day. By the intemw{httzeadl;;inistm—
vion gf the secular authority, the great bulwark of civil libe ~t,p'e'1‘a (:-]l nigh sup-
planted by I[llllt.m'y domination o despotism, The instrurln'y 1: I‘i\técg used to
carry out this vile system of iniquity are ofgen of the Jowest C;I S5 of society,
R g 11 [iS s and secming to glory in theip s!)a|)1(;~ | aicﬁm qht, times
the sanctuary of God; (listul'bing, and intimidatin » lnvading @

i g : eadly weapons., whole
assemblies convened for g0 worship of the Most High adly yeaj )
o L by an Who fiave the rule over

of profeciion in our civi o
) B ivil an
But we call on the Chup dr

. ratice we ola: sa e { Over this species of
intemperance we claim no jurisdiction op confrol, We can only enter I())ur most
. = voking the attention of thg o
us and asking a gnarantee M)
ches that we represent, g qoq 8 RS mbers
ir whole % © arouse froum their slumbers
and do their whole duty. Resolutions and Associationg) ¥
little unless backed up by

réports will avail very
; acts comformab]le thevetg, | T
purged of intemperate pers

ns and especiall

et the Churches be
XPect a better stat,

are guilty of drunk-
» reater religious health

enness.  Thenmay we e

Y of those wh
and prosperity.

¢ of things

G. W. Roruixs, 0.
The Cotinisies eolifiates reported tlye fullowing amounts:
For Minutes, - L ! §

PR g S AL 8 el g
State Missions, sent up by churches, s : Y $44
State Missions, collected on Sabbath

s 5 - h24sb6
3 = .- - Al 43 20
‘State Missions collected by Webb on Mission field, y y ) 7 20

Total, -

~ Pl AL $167 80
J. JENkINs, Chairman.
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The Committes on Periodicals reported, as follows:
REPORT ON PERIODICALS.

Relieving that the Churches derive great benefit from the perusal of a reli
gious journal containing t}ble articles in the defense ofgospel truth, and impart-
ng the progress of Christ’s Kingdom on the Earth

)

ing glad tidings conceral
your Committee do most heartily recommend the Biblical Recorder as a paper

suited to meet the wants of the denomination.
We also recommend, as a Sunday School paper, Kind Words. Every Sunday

School should take this little paper.
L. R. Rorrixs, Cl'm'n.

Pending the motion to adopt the report, addresses, urging
the claims of the Biblical Recorder, were made by Elders W:j
Ilill, Webb and Iufham. Fourteen subscribers to that paper
were secured.

The Committee on Union Meetings reported, specifying the
church at Sandy Run as the place for next meeting, and IFri-
day before the third Monday in July as the time. Elders G.
W. Rollins, T. Dixon, G. M: Webb, P. R. Elam and L. Mc-
Swain were appointed to attend said meeting.

The Commiittee on Obituaries reported, as follows :

REPORT ON OBITUARIES.

rence to the Church Letters we find that twenty-five members of the
o)

By referencs : :
churches have died during the year. Among them was Sister Susannal Har-
humble, devoted and beneficent christian lady.

A\

ws.  She was an
whose religious life will long be el
Bro. Thomas Wilson has also di
members of the church at Shelby,
the first deacons of that church.

eration.
Bro. Joseph Sepoch, & member of the ¢
0 a good old age and live

asleep. He lived b

service to the 1ast. _

ﬁ\\’el a_ymp:\thizc with all the churches th:;t hlnvc lium beroaved, but trust that
e ‘s the everlasting gain © those who have been taken away.

their loss 18 g5 " A. A, MoSwals, Clm'n.

rerished by those who knew her.

od since our last session. Ile was one of the
when it was first organized, and was one of
He was an upright and useful man in his gen-

R ve
rell, aged 70 y¢

o church at Mount Paran, has also fullen
d before the Lord in humble, faithful

t was adopted.

The repor i
on the State of Religion w

The repors

as read, as follows :

REPORT ON STATE OF RELIGION.
ches have enjoyed pleasant seasons of refreshing and we
oy Jli(ion of soldiers to our ranks. Other churches

8 of our cl
s thened by the ad¢

have been streng

_‘_.———
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are cold and need reviving. Sabbath Schools are kept up here and there but ’
it seems hard to get them established in all our churches,” The spirit of Mis- ‘
sions seems to be on the increase, but some of the churches do not give as they
should; they spend money for parties and useless customs, but for the cause o)f
missions they have no money to give. We rejoice to know that while the devil
is striving to hinder the progress of Christ’s Kingdom, it is yet steadily ad- {
vancing.

@

P. R. Bray, Ohmn.

The report was adopted. ,
On motion, the following was adopted.

Leesolved, That the delegates be requested to present the subject of Missions to
their respective churches and endeavor to secure the adoption” of some system-
atic plan for raising funds for said object. 7 STeenY

On motion of Bro. J. R. Logan, the following were adopted :

Wueress, We have heard, with unfeigned sorrow, of th ;
C. Barnett, who departed this life in SheTby, on the ;light o(i' (:%acﬂé()(gl]il[((l:er‘Mt' -
down in the prime of his manhood and in the midst of hig usefulness; at ~,t.‘411 : 1
too, when, to his family and to his churches, there seemed to be so 1’11‘ 1" 1m((1, A
of him; therefore, ¥ uch nee

Jiesolved, That in the death of Elder Barnett, the churches have lost a faithful
pdst,or and able preacher ; the State an upright cittizen; the cause of r-eiin-‘iol1
as set forth not only in his teachings but also in his life, a successful advoc tn:
his family a wise and affectionate husband and fathep. i 0

Lesolved, That we tender our sympathies to the bereaved N il
fliction and pray that it may be sanctified by Him who hath s?x]}lilt{cllilttl??“ zzf-
their well-being in this life and to their everlasting joy in the world to uox?)l:‘ i

The Clerk was ordered to superintend the printine and
distribution of the minutes, and to receive ten dollars For his
services.

Resolved, That the thanks of this body are due and are hereby tendered to 1
members of this church and the community for theip generous hospitality q 0‘. 1e‘ ‘
our present session. 3 S y during

On motion, adjourned to meet with the churel, at Zion, six
miles north of Shelby, an Friday before the 4th Sabbat.il i;x ~
September, 1873. - Prayer by Elder J. D, Hufham,

T. DIXON, Moougatox,

G. M. Wgss, Clerk.
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» APPENDIX.

—————

tain Baptist Association,
To the Churches in Union—GREETING :

The King's Houn

DrAR BRETHREN: According to an appointment of last year, we address yo
this year upon systemabic beneficence. 2 ess you
Brxsrroesce,” - Is the practice of doing good, or active soodness:” and is
conspicuous quality in the system of movality. Authority compeis us t 13)3
feared, wealth to be prnised, erudition to be esteemed ; but beneficence re ?] b
us useful in society. Some endowments are solitary, and centre mostly ir:l 4
selyes; but beneficence is social, diffusive, and kind. The disciples of J(:)m_
Onrist, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, were beneficent, “And all ;15”'?
helieved were toger,hm'. and had all things common; and sold tiwir possessi Loy
and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.” (Acts i 4:12?_):*
That is, so far as their mutual wants required. What a beautiful ﬁc;tu'r\ 7 "’)-
the first church at Jerusalem. It was a church in which no pel‘sorl: cq]]e(hl i ﬂ.s
thing his: but in the unity of the Spirit, and in the bonds of peace they 1,u?n}'
things common. It was @ church preaching the gospel of Jus3~ (:;( l_a.ll
and praising God day and night; and the word of God was Am;‘,’ };-lét’
and grew mightily ; and the saved of the Lord were added daily Dtm lf‘d’
Church. The objects of our beneficence should be all those who ‘qr)c to the
sphere of our influence and action. T_m\'nrd superiors, lJen(‘f(icc-nl\?e til?
presses itself in esteem, obedience, and sevvice; toward inferiors in 1il')e1"q1':§‘
condescension, protection and support; toward cquals, in the fanctions of : f-l}‘""
tion as their cases require, and for which they have ability. It sHclutles M!; LIL
tepder efforts o the hehalf of the poor, the sick, the fatherless, the widow tlli
distressed, those destitute of religious knowledge, aud especially those “who ﬂ“:
of the Lousehold of faith.” (Geal. ¥i: 10.) Each man should compare his viewl.L
motives, and conduct with the Bi'blc. If they agree with that, they are l'if“l-’tj
and he may rejoice in them as evidences that he is born of God and is an hef.l £
heaveny at if they do not, they are wrong and must be changed, or ‘Vhﬂte‘vgl—
he or they may think, x an outcast frum God and all good foreve
Life is the seed time for eternity, and the fruit of what each one here sows 1r'
will there forever reap. “Tet him that is taught in the S ol (fOImn/uni.C tlc
unto him that teacheth in all good t.Ining%-' (Gal. vi: 6.) Benefactions onwht“te
be ncuum]mniod with prayer; for “the fervent effectual prayer of a TR D 2
man availeth much.”  We should always manifest a deep nterest, a el on Q\.lls
pathy in the joys and sorrows o.f others. Good men will desire to do g‘nndl -n:)‘;
to friends only, OF to such as dofgood o thelp,.but also to enemies and Suohiea
do evil. We ma, ore cll-__«,,r]:y sce the religious (:'hm‘m,‘tel's of men by ﬁmir
tpeatment of enc Hf friends ; and those destitute of religioos knowledae
than those who possess it : “Ro_)nlcxng.\\:lth them that do rejoice, and weep with
them thab weep.” (Rom. XIt 15.) A spirit of beneficence cenerally arises from a
spirit of penevolence t_he Jove of man .ind in general, n.c«:mnpnnie(l with a desire
to promote (heir happiness; extending ta all men universally without excep-
is the pmctice of it ; and is not SO universal, as it is; but is coufined
veral considerations. such as our knowlege of others

tion: and

to objects around us from se s, §
and their different circumstances, and our abilities and opportunities. “As we
let us do good wnto all men.” (Gal, vi: 10.) Our

refore, oppurtunit.y,
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salvation, health, prosperity and reputation, should all be objects of concern;
nor will this clash with the affection we may bear to others; on the contrary,
experiencing the importance of these blessings ourselves, we are anx?ous _for
others to enjoy them also. We owe to men, purel}: on the gl‘(}u.nd of'theu' be_mg
of the same species with ourselves, sympathy, relief and religious instruction.
Obligations to beneficence arise from the law of nature: “And hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath de-
termined the times before appointed, and the bounds of .their .hubitation; T!mt
they should seek the Lord, if happily they might feel after ]11m, and find him,
though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move and
have our being ; as certain of your own poets have said, for we are also his off-
spring.” (Acts xvii: 26, 27 and 28.) If God has caused all men to spring from
one family, and has determined the countries where they shoul(l. live, and the
periods of time during which they should occupy them; and if the object of
God in creatiou and providence, is that men may know, worship and enjoy him;
does not the laws of nature teach us that beneficence is a duty? And this they
may do, for he is everywhere peesent, sustaining, upholding, and governing all
things.  Your own poets— Aratus, of Celicia, a Greek poet, who lived more than
three hundred years before, and Cleanthes, who lived about the same time and
was the successor of Zeno, the founder of the Stoics, both expressed the senti-
ment referred to; and Avatus expressed it in the very word which Paul quotes.
As all the human race are the oftspring, and are under the government of one
common Father, they are all brethren of one family, and are bound to treat one
another as such. Tach has rights given him by his Heavenly Father, of which
no man or body of men can deprive him, without deep injustice against a brother
and flagrant rebellion against God. But where the law of natures leaves us in
obscurity, the law of revelation throws upon us the light of noonday. It is a
pleasure to the christian, to impart blessings as opportunity affords itself, to the
needy. ‘‘But to do good and to communicate, forget not; for with such sacri-
fices God is well pleased.” (Heb. xii: 16.) Tt is not enough for men to be pious,
devotional and grateful. They must also be beneficent, disposed to communi-
cate of their blessings to others, This they are prone to forget, and they neced
often to be reminded that it is with such things God is well pleased. They
would thus give evidence that their natural selfishness, which, if continued, will
ruin them, is in a way of being subdued. A spirit of beneficence, manifests it-
self by being pleased with the share of good every creature enjoys; in a dispo-
sition to increasa it ; in feeling an uneasiness at their suffering ; and in the ab-
horrence of cruelty under every disguise or pretext,

Sysren, is a connection of parts, of a whole connected scheme ; SYSTEMATIC
BENEFICENCE 18 & scriptural method of liberality for the support of the poor and
the spread of the gospel, and for the bencfit of all that are needy. The Taber-
nacle was not only a type of Christ’s human nature, but was a fypc of Christ’s
Church, whose ““‘tent ‘was enlarged, and her curtains stretched out, her cords
lengthened, and stakes strengthened,” when the Gentiles were converted to
Christ, and her gospel state established (Tsaiah liv: 2): and are to be still more
80 when the heathen shall he converted to Christ. When Moses was to erect
the Tabernacle, he gathered a congregation of the people, and, after repeating
the law of the Sabbath, he asked their free gifts for it and its farniture. The
spoils of the “Egyptians were brought as a frec-will offering to Jemovam, jewels
and precim}s metals, sking and woven fabrics, spices, oils, and incense.” Two
men were filled by God with skill for the work, Bezalell, the son of Uri, of the
tribe of Judah, and A]m]mb_, the son of A\)isonm(zh, of the tribe of Dan; and
they \vrmlq.ht with every wise-hearted man, in whom Jeiovan put wisdom and
urlch standing to work _fm' the service of the sanctuary, They soon found the
oln:rngs of the poopl(-,_hu- above what, was required. O, if we could see an Apos-
tQh_c (Jhm-ch._ what a different thing it would appear to one of our Churches! as
different as licht from darkness. There was not, a member of that Chareh, as a

rule, who was half-hearted ; they gave their soul wholly to God. Tn the Apostles’

@
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It was not demanded of them it i

thin‘ks of asking such a thing; still we have l'uﬁlhsg’tﬁzdo:,r\ 15'
y give nothing at all. For we have not the Apostolic modeelf
hile we need means, we want men with Apostolic zeal ; w};Jo
hen he went to Phillippi. Did he know a soul there ? Not
s truth, and he believed in the power of it. L ICIen
hat, from love to Christ, they do for His
purposeth in heart, so let him give, not

days they gaveall their substance.

not now; no one
extreme, and man
liberality, And W
can do as Paul did, W
one, He had the Redeemer’
will be rewarded in proportion to W
«Jiyery man according as he

cause.
n-rudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth the cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. ix: 7.)
ho are in want, or those who are desti-

butiens for christians w
uth, are peculiarly pleasing to God, and the greater the amount
in proportion to their means, which any rightly bestow, the greater will b

their reward. That which is given in expression of love to Christ by his si e
cere and devoted followers, is often thought by others to be wasted an(i lomt,-
But in the view of Christ it is well used, and he will see that it receives a gmcios <
and an honorable reward. “There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth mus
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” A ']s
tem of beneficence, as directed by the Apostle, for the relief of pom: saintsjut:
Jerusalem, was upon the first day of the week; the day set apart and ob-
the apostles and christians as the Lord’s day, which is the Christian

Cheerful contri
tute of gospel tr

gerved by { 3
Sabbath. “Now concerning the collection for the Saints, as I have given order
ch at Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let

to the chur
every one o
no gnlhering
one ought to lay by

f you lay by him in store, as God has prospered him, that there be
when L come. (1 Cor. xvi: 1, 9.) We believe that on that daytclfc}-’;
God has prospered him, at home on each

him in store, as
and every Gabbath; we believe that every one ought to consider the blessings
of God upon them, 'and lay up accordingly for the various benevolent e

that there may be no improper gathering. As the first day of the week is the
Lord’s day, and from his resurrection has been observed by his people, as sacred
to his worship, it is a proper time for us to consider his goodness, and contri

bute, or lay by in store, as he has prospered us, for the supply of the wants oF

our fellow men. Wise and good ministers exceedingly desire that christians should
be prompt and liberal in their benefactions, and will be disposed to malke
honorable mention of such as ave so, that others may be led to imitate their exam-
ple. Faithful ministers of the go‘spel will if practicable, induce their hearers to
liberally contribute for the .beucht, gf the n(:ed):, and for the spread of the gos-
yel, and regular, systematic beneficence will, in the end, be much more abuin-
dant than thab which is merely occasional, and much more useful, both to giver
and receiver. In forming plans for future 'uct-ion, we should remember o, A
pendence on God, seek to understand his will, nqd .commit ourselves in well-do-
ino to his merciful guidance and disposal. Christian Brethren, and even pious
and faithful ministers of the gospel, may dlﬂfcr in ‘]_u(lgmcnt_ about the best way
of doing good; and while they exercise the right of private judgment as to their
own duty, they shuuld.clmorlullx concede the same nl‘l\'llcgc to others. The
posscssiuu of property involves high 1'(45})01.151111}1t1es, increases obligations, and
multiplies duties. “But whoso hath the world’s gO()(l, and .seeth his brother
have need, and shatteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth
the love of God in him.” ( Jobu iil: .17',) By the manner in which men use
what they possess, they show tl}c‘-u' christian character, and the manuner of their
love to God and Jesus Christ. The I)1§c11>l?s ab Jerusalem, continuing in the
Apostles’ doctrine, included Fhe whole body of divine truth, which was based on
the Old Testament, "?G‘V“d in the new ll',':!lthf't:}ll? Spir‘lb, bestowed upon the
apostles t0 Jead them 1(1&})_111[ trath. The lh-l'o‘.\a n(;l), t mug{h a word used in a
wide sense, which is familiar to US seems 11818 to Ei“-m-eh“ﬂt communication
of the goods of this life which was needful o lstlzpplv‘ ft]g necessities of the
llOOl'el'u brethren, and those starviog for the ’I'tflf of life, and the collec-
tion of which seems to have formed a part of t,wuf m]nt(-‘d Wf,l‘shlp. 1f our
churches were like the Disciples, and had a common fund, as theirs, to he divi-
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ded amony the poor, and to send the gospel where it is not; and we would
carry into full effect the principle that “naught of the things which we possess
is our own,” our prayers, as theirs, would he answered by another sign of God’s
presence, in the shaking of the place in which we meet, as theirs and Sinai was
shaken of old; and would be answered by a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
And the Apostolic work would be resumed with fresh power; and the church
would be endued still more manifestly with divine orace
the poor, who form a great part of our number, wounld be preserved from want :
and the heathen, who form a greater part of the world, would receive gospel
light and be saved, by sharing the wealth of the p st, according to their neces-
sities. Brethren, let us try to be more systematic in our benefactions ; that in

and harmony. And

Heaven may be written in fairer lines, with us, Jenovan is well pleased. Aund
way the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen,
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