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In Cleveland Cmmty S Early Days

A\

WO GREAT BAPTIST LEADERS:
REV. DRURY DOBBINS AND
REV. JAMES M. WEBB

Some years ago, Livingstone
Johnson, an eminent clergyman, is
quoted as saying: “There are more
Baptists to the square inch in the
western section of Cleveland coun-
ty than anywhere else in the
world.”

This is somewhat remarkable in
#iat the western section of Cleve-
land was formerly part of Ruther-
ford county and, as is well known,
Rutherford county was seftled
largely by Scptch -Irish Presbyter-
ians.

Two of the meén who heIped to
lay the foundation for this Baptist

strength were Rev. Drury Dobbins
and v. James M:—Webb.
Dul ‘hesd two

preachers in the early 1800’s prac-
tically all the Baptists in this sec-
tion were known as Hardshell or
Predestinarian Baptists. I have
been told that both Mr. Dobbins
and Mr. Webb adhered to
Hardshell doctrines. However, Hon,
Edwin Ya.tes Webb, grandson  of

Jas: ells me his grand=

tather wa=; NUT a Hardshell but

was a Missionary Baptist. et
Note: Antt-mission,"’i—l’a;a;h—ell.

Predestinarian are the names ap-
plied to that group of Baptists who
take the broad ground that God
is not dependent on human efforts
to spread His chiurch and add to
its members. They oppose all for-
eign mission work, They think only
the elect shall be saved. And that
Gaod will spve such persons whether
an effort 1s made In t

or not, (J\(othd Ixorm Religkﬁisl Dea
nominations). »

A GODLY UOBBLEE

Drury Dobbins was a cobblep hy
trade, and a preacher beeause Hej
loved mankind. Next to people, he
loved books. Even while he pegged
shoes he had a book at his side.
For 50 vears he rode horseback
through Clevelancl and Ru}:helforcl
colinties preaching  the ggspeh
he believed dt; and received 4s
compensation the munificent sum
of $2400 (twenty-four) dollars a
year,

In Number Seven Township there
s a community ealled “Drury
Dobbins.” I assume he fived in
that locality. He is buried near
Sandy Run Baptist church, and a
handsome stone marks his last
resting place.

Judging by the stories told about
him, he must have been a godly
man. But withal he seemed 0|
have a nice sense of humor.

'y
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By MAMIE JONES

quote a story he told on himself:
FEARFUL OF PRAISE

Brother Dobbins heard that men
were praising him,
good deeds and powerful preaching;
and saging how much they admired
him for the great work he was
doing for the kingdom of God. The
old fellow became concerned. He
recalled the Biblical admonition:

of you.” He begun fo wonder if,
since he was pleasing men, he was
really pleasing God.

while passing through the churehy
yard before preaching-time, he

“There goes that—— old hypocrit
Drury Dobbins.” Elder Dobbins wa
relieved. Obviously he was not
pleasing everybody. All men were
not speaking well of him.
MARRIED A WIDOW

ler told me this story:
Drury Dobbins married a wi-
dow, Mrs. Calahan, whose hus-

)previous. A few years after the
marriage, Elder Dobbinsg was re-

fturning home one Sunday after-

,noon. when he was met by the an-
gry ex-husband who (unlike Ten-
nyson’s Enoch Arden) demanded
possession of his wife whom Dob-
bins had innocently married, hav-
ing reason to believe that Calahan
was dead.

After a talk together the men
agreed to pub it up to the woman;
to let her say whose wife she would
rather be, GCalahan spoke  first,
making exeuses for his failures;
but insisfing ‘that she return

raglied briefly :
o cle.serted "me in Tennessee;
Teft' me with, small, haln!es@ ¢hil-
dren’ to . support. Youl Were s gons |
“for 10 years. I heard ybu had <led
in ‘Georgia, I then married M.
Dobbins, He has made me & faith-
ful and true
not. I, makeymy chaige, T wish
ta Wmau,f with Mr. Dobbins.

nder the old North Camlma
law—after & very simple’ coutt
procedure—either
marry affer seven years had elaps-
ed dmmg which time the misisng
patty had not been heard from, and
there was reason to believe he (or
she( was dead.

Many prominent men and women
| of this section boast of being re-
latéd to Drury Dobbins .either by
hlend or marriage,

HELPED ORGANIZE BAP'I‘!ST_
CHURCH -~
Hey, James

telling of his
“Beware when all men speak well&
The following Sunday morning,}

overheard one man say to another:)

Many years ago Willlam H. Mil-4

band had deserted her many years |

tog
Yim as his wife. Bhe llstmed an<

husband, You did |

party might re-!

-

ford county, helped organize Shel-
by’s First Baptist church about
1847, and was its first pastor.
The following story is from His-
ory of Old Tryon and Rutherford
ounties by Clarence Griffin:
Rev. James Milton Webb, a man
of many talents, was known far
and wide as one of the leading
Baptist ministers of his day. He
was six feet tall, slender in height,
somewhat stooped, had large black
yes, and the mouth ‘of an orator.
is hair was long, black and
straight.
> At the session of the Broad River
association held af Zoar church
in Cleveland county in 1847, ac-
cording to John R. Logan, he
preached a memorial sermon to the |
1iemory of Rev. Drury Dobbins,
the “father of the Baptist church
in Rutherford and Cleveland coun-
ies.” \
His text was, “My father, My fa-
ther, the chariot of Isiael and the
orsemen thereof, and he saw him
o more! 2nd EKings, 2:12, \
ELD AUDIENCE SPELUBOUND
Logan thus describes the ad-
dress:
“He commenced his sermon by
resenting a singular combination
f historical and textual parts of
is discourse. He then proceeded
illustrate his subject and en-
force its claims in view of the
ceasion on which he spoke, The
ongregation was soon melted by
1is  pathos, and the clearness of
is thoughts. And 'were prepared
o weep tears like dew drops, when
he preacher turned hall around
rom  the hookboard, ralsing his
‘hands and eyes, and in one of those
exciamatfona for which he was ini-
mitable said “Oh, Dobbing, dost thy
of Jordon with the mantle? Every
'I:lh Iell, subdued before him, and
mz« 0 mm-s more he lifted them
 To man assisting him,”
Glmi'tl)i afterwards this incident
as related of him: Two men not
nembers of the Christian faith were
talking rather lightly of a revival
gérmon, and a sermon of Wth's
was mentioned. One said to L‘uel
other I think T saw you crying.'
Yes." replled” the other, “buf that
than Webb could make the deyi

ames M. Webb was born in
Rutherford county in 1802, was
ordained as a Baptist minister it
1834, and died in 1854, He is buried
in the family cemetery two miles
northwest of Rutherfordton. 1
His' son, Reyv. George Milton

tist clergyman of this seotion,

M. Webb of Ru&hes‘-)

Wehb, was glso an illustrous Bap}/
(Copyright by Mamie Jones)
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