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LIFE

PROMINENT CLEVELANDERS
53 YEARS AGO

In a special edition of the Cleve-
land  Star published in October,
1807, by the then youthful editor,
Clyde R. Hoey, appear pictures and
briel write-ups of the prominent
men of Shelby and Cleveland county
63 years ago.

I quote from the columns of this
tattered paper:

“The growth of Shelby from a
small village of 900 in 1880 to a pros-
perous little municipality in 1889
shows that its business and natural
advantages have not been without
recognition. At the present time
(October. 1897) the population is
considerably more than 2,000, and
almost every day adds a new fam-
iiy.”

(Note: According to the official
census . in 1900, Shelby had only
1,874 people. But in Number 6
Township there were 4,349; and in

* the whole of Cleveland county there
were 25,078 people. In 1890 there
were only 20,394 people living in the
county. M. J.)

“JUNIUS T. GARDN . one
of the most prominent citizens of
Shelby is serving his sixth term
as mayor. Since first elected he
has' never been defeated . . . is
gifted |jwith fine execufive ability
. . live, progressive, . . . To his
efforts is largely due credit for es-
tablishing and maintaining our fine
Graded School system. He is presi-

. dent of the Board of Trade .. . a

tireless worker. He owns and op-
erates Gardner's Pharmacy, one of

the town's largest drug stores . . .

~is a fine political manager and a

walking encyelopedia of political
information. He is capfain of the

Cleveland Guards '‘Military Com-

pany, He married Miss Texie

Nooe."

/

In Cleveland County S Early Days

By MAMIE JONES

(Note: Mr. Gardner served several
addifional terms as mayor. A far-
sightéd business man, he insisted
on taking over, about 1912 or 1913,
the electric light plant from private
owners. And to Mr.- Gardner is due
much of the credit for the city's
ownership of this valuable business
asset. M. J))

“R. 8. JONES (Shelt), Chief of
Police, is one of the finest amateur
detectives in the State. . . . They
have long since learned that Shel-
by's invulnerable Chief is ever on
the alert and can seent a guilty
one on a mighty cold frail, . . . He
served his apprenticeship as a brick
mason, and a fine one. He mar-
ried Miss Kate Beattie. He has been
Chief of Police for nearly five years
and has made a capital officer, . . .
has plenty of coolness and eour-
age.”

LEADING FARMERS

“D. D, LATTIMORE, of Polkville,
that patriarchal looking, delightful
old gentleman, is one of the county’s
unique and interesting men. ... Is
genial, wholehearted . . . one of the
best farmers in the State. He under-
stands the science of farming by
the successful practice of the seien-
tific principles that his head full
of “horse sense' and his own good
judgment  dictate. Mr, Tattimore

|owns a big plantation and .is one

county’s most ‘suceessful
. . He married Miss Mary

or the
farmers.
EIIiott 2

“D, LOVELACE, Esq., of Boll-
ing S]‘)l ings, is one of the staunch-
est of the State's most loyal sons.
He was born in 1848 on Sandy Run,
He began plowing very early, and
has been found between the plow
heandles eyery vear since. . . . When
he was 13 years old he could not
read, At 18 years of age he could

seareely add up a line of figures.

type of southern manhood of ante-

/He learned the carpenter's trade and

- \\ ] -\I \ " ____) ~

At that age he married Miss Pri-

cilla Jane Lee. ., . . He used his
books and a lighted pine knot . .
and acquired knowledge rapidly. H,
is today (1897) one of the best in-
formed men in the county. H
taught school 12 months ; . . serve
as Magistrate 18 years . .. as Coun
ty Commissioner one term. ... H
been clerk of the K. M. Baptis
Association 13 years and is now
member of the County Board o
Education.”

“G. HAMP SIMMONS of Pearl,
does not confine himsel! solely to
managing the farm.. . . HMas other
interests . . . such as saw mill, cot-
ton gin, etc. He was married in
1878 to Miss Josephine Martin.”

“ROBERT G. WELLS, Esq., of |
Polkville, another of the county's
leading farmers, is public spirited
and takes a lively interest in any-
thing that pertaing to the welfare
of the county or promises to ad-
vance the interest of his fellow man.

. . He married Miss Virginia Latti-
more. . . . He taught school a few
vears, but the major portion of his
time has been spent supervising his
large and magnificently ecultivated
farm . . . 576 acres of good land
in a high state of cultivation. . . 4
For 25 years Mr. Wells has been a
Magistrate . . . has served as school
commissioner. 'Squires Wells is the

bellum days. His regal residence

(and) everything «round his
hause 1§ absolutely perfect in ap-
pointment, He is truly a well-fixed,
independent man.”

“M. M. MAUNEY, ohe of the
finest business men of the county
and a gentleman of unguestioned
native ability, was reared on a farm.

Bee LIFE Page 13




	Gardner-Webb University
	Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University
	1950-03-02

	1950, March 2
	Mamie Jones
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1563808638.pdf.V9vrF

