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LUTHIA FOUNTAIN—The honse piciured above in the days when Shelby was known as “The
was looated on the Northeast cormer uf the ity of Springs.” It was torn away

|

|
Court Square, and from this boilding the fam- l iwenily wvears ago.
ons Uihisn water was dispensed from 1891 to 1821,

about
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4N oOeldys beautiiul Court
Square, is located the lithia-
water fountain, where pure
mineral water is sold at two
cents a .glass, The water is
brought from the famous lithia
spring  (formerly 'known as
Herndon’s  spring) 21 miles
north of Shelby through pipes,
and passes through ice-covered
lead pipes in the {fountain-
house on the Square. It is
served as cool and pure as it
is refreshing. N
/" “Mr. H,B.Quinn is the clever'
; / manager and proprietor. He
/A sells large quantities of water

the year round. Its medicinal

values are well known.,K Many

have been benefitted and a

vast number cured entirely of

various maladies by the use of
this valuable mineral water.
“The water comes from a
bold spring which is arranged
so as to protect the water from

all impurities.,” (Quoted from a

booklet written by T. J. Gold,
v Esq., advertising Shelby in ;{
%1905.) N

he' picture shown at bottom
‘left. of this page was made some-
time between 1910 and 1918. The
small decorative fountain in the
foreground is nobt to be confused
with the lithia-water| fountain
within the building above pictur-
ed.
HEALTH-GIVING WATER

The beneficent effect of thissul-
phur water on many of those who
drink it has been so remarkable
that about 1890 a group of promi-
nent, eivic-minded Shelby citizens
felt that if the water were more
readily available to those who
might want to drink if, that its
fame would spread, and that
through this lithia water, and also|
through the already well known
white sulphur waters of Cleveland
Mineral Springs and Patterson’s
sulphur spring, and the lithia wa-
ters of MecBrayer spring, Shelby
might become really famous as a|!
watering place. '

The Shelby Land & Improve-
ment Co. a corporation made up
of some of the town’s leading cit-
izens, ineluding Burrell Blanton,
ite first president, W. P. Love, its
second president, T. D, Lattimore,
its treasurer, J. Calvin Beam, H,
D. Wilson, Albert Green, and oth-
ers, decided it would be patriotic
and profitable to finance a project
bringing to Shelby this unusual
. | ¥thia water with remarkable medi-
¢inal qualities, and fo promote its
sale through advertising.

Crawford Durham owned this
spring and the land around it.
He so greatly desired that the
public should have ready access to
this mineral water, that he agreed
to .give the spring to the Shelby
Land & Improvement Co., if they
would convey the water to Shelby
and make it available to the pub-
lic.

Under date October 2, 1890, Dur-
ham made a conditional agreement |
with the Shelby Land & Improve- |
ment Company, and executed to|
it a deed for one acre of land,
containing the spring. (See Book
232, pages 481-482, Repgister's office
‘of Cleveland county.) Later, he
made deed to this same company
for one-half aere of land onwhich
the water-motor was located.
| The deed and agreement stipu-
lates that the Bhelby DLand & |
Improvement Co., shall convey the |
water from the spring fo the town |
of Shelby and that “one place of |
its discharpe. shall be on the|
northeast corner of the Court)
Stuare, near  two  large forest
oaks.” |

It appears all parbles to the”
agreement hoped that when the
project was completed, the fown
of Shelby would buy the property
| from the Shelby Land & Imp. Col,
and supervise disposition of t-hei'
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water on the Square. This was;erator was T. W. (8kinny) Ham—,_]

never done.
The deed
vide:

“If the parly of the second
ipart (The Shelby Land & Im-
provement Co.) . . . or its suc-
0essors . . . after the 2nd day
of Qctober, 1893, abandon the
use of said spring and water,
absolutely, then . . . the prop-
erty herein conveyed shall re-
vert to the party of the first
part, his heirs or .. . assigns.”
About 1801, or maybe it was in

and agreement pro-

}'the early part of 1892, the SL.&

Imp. Company installed a slow-
john pumping machine at the
spring, and erected on the Court
Square the above pictured build-
ing to house the. machinery nec=
essary to dispense the water, and
iald 2% miles of lead pipe between
the spring and ‘the fountainhouse.
The laying of this pipe cost ape
broximately $23,000. ¢

The lithia water was sold from
this fountain-house. The first op-

rick. Later, Claude Webb took over

‘the job. Both these hard working

young men found selling water at
a penny a glass from. this fountain
profitable. i
A great many people from va-‘
rious sections of the counfry came
here to drink the water. Some
were cured of whatever they
thought ailed them, and many oth-
ers were greatly benefitted. J. Cal-
vin Beam, as agent, shipped large
demi-johns of it to a considerable
number of regular customers every
week,
WATER NOT VALUED
LOCALLY

Unfortunately, we do not appre-
ciate the things that are easiest
to get. When T was a' little girl
we lived near Stices’ Shoals in
the country. I had a severe kidney
condition. Dr, Vick McBrayer told
my father the lithia water would
be good for me. Two or three

See LIFE Page 13
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times each- week Papa rode over
eight miles of muddy, rutty roads
to get this water for me. I got
well. Later, we moved to Shelby.
Then I did not drink the water.
Cshier people also neglected to
buy, and sales fell off.

In 1903, the Shelby Land & Im-\L
provement Cq. sold whatever rights
i, had in the land to H. Beckl
Quinn and Dr. R. H. Morrison fof
$700. Mr. Quinn dispensed the wa-=

ter after that time, occasionally
being assisted by Beth and Sue
Andrews, and others.

On the benches near this Ioun—-
tain, except in bitter cold weather,
. a Eroup of cronies—the wits of the

town—gathered every day to dis-
~cuss the state of the world. These

were; H. Beck Quinn, Charlie

Hardin, T. Kandy Barnett, A. B,

Suttle, Hatcher Webb,” and R. B.

McA/rayer. :

SPFRING ABANDONED

H, B. Quinn died in 1922. Aboufy
the same time, flood waters dams~

aged the slow-john pumping ma-|tate, which included about 40
chine beyond repair, Since there|acres of land surrounding the
was no machinery to convey the | spring, descended to his only heir,

water from the spring to the
fountain house, it could not
sold on the Court Square, and th
spring was abandoned.

Crawford Durham died in 1897.
Be willed all his property, of

il ing years, as she sat on the porch
of her home which stood on the

‘ed me of Queen Victoria. She was

/'who died in 1866. By him she bore

whatever nature, as follows: *“To
my beloved daughter-in-law, Mar-
garet F. Durham, and to my be-
loved daughter, Zulia J. Green,
share and share alike.,” He made
his son, Solon Durham, husband
of the legatee Margaret E. Dur-
ham, one of the executors of his
estate.

Zulia, J. Durham above mention-
ed, was one of the belles of early
Shelby. She must have been quite
pretty. I recall her in her declin-

curner of North Washington and
East Marion. She always remind-

first married to W. S. Corbetf,

a son “Billy Corbett,” Who was
Lier only heir. Later, she married
Albert Green. Billy Corbett died
some years ago in Texas. Several
members of his family still live
tlere, T do not know where the
heirs of Solon and Margaret Dur-
ham live. 1
WHO OWNS THE

I am not certain as fo the pre-\
sent ownership of the spring.
When H. B. Quinn died, his. es-

DeWitt Quinn. More than 15 years
ago DeWitt Quinn disposed of this
property to the First National
Bank, About 1941, the Bank dis-
osed of it to other parties.

However, under the terms _o_}"

the deed above quoted, it seems
to me that the spring, and the
acre of ground whereon it is lo-
cated, and the half-acre of ground
on which the water motor former-
ly stood, belong to Crawford Dur-
ham’s heirs. It is possible there
has been some transfer of this
property right to the present own-
ers, which I overlooked when T
zlanced casually over the records
ir. the Register’s office.

My purpose in mentioning all
this is to suggest that since
Crawford Durham wanted the
town of Shelby tfo have this
wafer and make it available
to, the populace, that some
arrangement might be made
with the present owners and
the heirs of €., C. Durham
whereby this  healing water
could again be piped fo Shel-
by, and made available to the
citizens of this community.
Crawford Durham lived in the

house just behind and slightly to
the left of the fountain-house in
the above picture. He was the first
clerk of the Superior Court of
Cleveland County in 1841, and was
one of the leaders in the town of
whelby from its beginning, He and
Iis cousin, Captain Plato Durham,
published a paper about 1871, This
paper was a source of great an-
nayance to Lt. Albion Howe, who

here with his Yankee Army

Occupation to quell disturbances

arising from K.EK.K. activities.

The quaint house ta the righi
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of the fountain house was the
“Dr. Williams’ House” which stood
on the lot where Central Methodist
church now stands. 1

There used to be another spring
i the town that added to Shel-
by's fame as the “City of Springs,”
;| when people came from afar to
.| board here and drink the health-
| giving waters: That spring was
;| known as the iron spring, and was
located on the Sisk-Forney prop-
erty (owned then by theit grand-
mother, Mrs. F. L. Hoke). The
spring was at the foot of a hill
about two hundred feet from the
family residence on East Marion
street. However, when some bhig
oak trees mnearby were cut dﬂwn
the spring disappeared,

(Copyright by Mamie Jones)
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