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By MADGE WEBB HILEY

: The p-re‘loht' gohération of Sholb'y is fortﬁn#te“in thaﬁ t};ero are.
many residents of this comnity who are direct. ducondanta of the ﬁ.rst
ut.tlera and who have heard fron their. pmnt.s ‘and grandpax-onta many hcnoly :
events of the beginning ot the new t.own of Sholby.

1 premo I was asked by L'r. %’oathor: to vn'it.o about. the enrly
days for the roauon 3 am one of the many mnt-srmdchildren of Janu and
Susan Love, who gave the J.and,' 147 acres, upon which the present uptown
section of Shelby is today l'ocat‘ed;. Ve met i‘c:‘xdnber that our »ancoé}tors
did not make the mistake of locating the county seat of Shelby until after ‘
they had won the fight to create the new county of Cleveland. The first i
meeting to orhnizo the nﬂ; county of Cleveland was held in the upper part
of Lincoln county in th’d dwcluw house of “Testor Bean' on Thursday, September
C 22, 1836. At t.hia nnting Goorao Cabinul was oloote‘ chairman md Williem
Roberts, secretary, and plans were A.lnid to ma,k,_q the fight farv t.h,o new county.

1 have been told that ‘our forefathers believed it would help them
with the Legislaturs and meet with lcai oppoaif.ion from R;ith.rrérd‘ and Lincoln
Counties, if the promoters of Cleveland County exercised patriotic wisdom by
proposing to.name the town and county after two distinguished heroes of the
Battle of Kings Mountain. |

It will be observed that our anéutcrl, in their plans for the new
county, were from the beginning good politicians. I have always heard that
Dr. W. J. T. Miller, the father of the late; A, C, Miller, Robert Miller and
William Miller, who was Senator from Rutherford County at this ti-;, and who
introduced the bill on January 11, 1841 to create Cleveland, made a great
spsech in behalf of the new county, in which he emphasized its isolation
and also pald elogquent tribute to the patriotism and public interests of



- our people and to th3 gfandeur Qf Col. Isaég Shaigj‘ahd Col. Behdaninl
'Clév¢lnédg‘ His érﬁﬁment and eloquence was irresistible and the bill
| passed without serious diffieulty. Senator Miller muat;havc mads a pro-
i found imprellibn throughout the county for today there are porhapa- 8 do‘aon oy
i cities and ccuntios 4in the Unitod States namod after oithor Colonel - Shalhy
.‘or Golonel Clovehnd. | '
' It must be borne in mind that in 18A1 what is now Shelby was
nothing but uparcaly pettled gnd largely virgin farm lands. = The nearest
Appfoach ﬁo actually locating the town of Shelby wai'thg provision in the
Act that the countyAuuat waa g be 1b§§t6d "not more than 4 miles fram
wilson's mineral lpringo"v now Cleveland Springs. "Th; cbn-ittee authorized
to make the selection of the county seat wers theﬂloading citisenl of this
uoction. ?hoy were Durham Bryant, D.Gray, D.McDaniel, Samuel Andrcws, ny
groat—grnndfuther, R.S.Burton, BlL Hgylé, and H, Capllqr, This committee,
under the law, couid"lo&it.e the ’tov‘n of Shelby in w direction it choaa,
providnq’xphj did not\ooldcf,n site more than 4 miles from Cleveland Springs.
This was ti;;onlj iﬂiﬁtatidh in the bill.  Of course, every section - North,
South, lahtvind West set out to secure the county seat. It should be rcgcmborod
that Wilson Springs was not only regarded as the center of the county, but was
the best known point in this section. Its nincril waters had been famous long
before the new county was heard of.

The committee to make this selection had 2 most difficult time. They
were urged by every known pressure, personal, political, and otherwise. The
Lineoln county group, that was coming into the new county of Cleveland, was
led by S. Oates, John Roberts, Robert Falls, Joshus Seam and William Graham.

The wanted the county seat located in the Lineoln County territery of Cleveland.
Thev first proposed to locate Shelby st whal is now known as the "Rock Cut" near
the station of Stubbs on the Seaboard Air Line railroad, To this the Rutherford

County group offered violent ebjection. The lLinceln County group then proposed



,"-3-‘.

'to‘locati the tcm of Sh’éib} on the éounty nrie':_-'x'oad with part of the town
being in ¢ld Lincoln and paft in old Rutherford. = This proposed compromise
suggested the area of the present county home, embracing the E]..iziabet;h’ Church
section.. 'Tha' ‘Rut.herford' Countj group, compoied of . Samuel Bailey, Ymcel'
Reieandena, Thomas Roberts, Gaorge Cabiness, and William Ccvington , wers de-
t.orminod to locate 'oha ‘new to\m in the torritory taken from Rutherford. Hot

} . and bit.t.or 'debatol enaued. (- had all the elementa of log rolling‘ that dms
arilsa in such controvcroio-. _

At. t.hia point, Jamoa I.ovo mudo his atrategical meve., He olncd all
the land on both sides of what 13 now Route #18 trom Zoar Church thmgh tho
preunt. town of Shelby. Hé lived 4in a big house on t.hc vacant landl near
the Sholby cotton Eill just off South Lagayette Street where the Duke Powar
Sub-station is now located. James Love appeared before tho con'mnding rroups
and nid, "I have the solution to thw whole situation that ought to please
everybody"., He contended that he had a site within 2 miles of Cleveland
Springs and in the center of the county. He proposed to make a deed to the
comaission for 147 or 150 acres of his land in what h now the heart of
Shelby for a county seat. He submitted his proposition in the form of a
desd and wes accepted. Recitals in this deed show that James Love was a
far-sighted man. He was planning for the future and he had a vision bayond
his time. The deed recited that it was made with "perfect understanding that
6 onesacre lota were to be dedicated and set apart by the commissioners for
the purpose of religlon and education, 2 acres of which were to be appropriated
for & male academy and a female acedemy, (he evidently did not believe in co-
education), sad 4 acres were set aside for the use of such churches as may be
permitted thereon". There were evidently such churches at that time in Awerica
that my ancestor did mot think would be allowed to locate in the new town. The
Baptist, Wethodist, Presbyterian and Epigiopll churches n due time became the



benatioiarioa undor this deed. ' ’f’he deed a.lao held out to the oomiasionur.
‘an Appoaling offer.- The new county must have a oourthmss, a Jail, md county |
hom s and it had no uonoy. Love provided that t.he camniasioueraura emponrod
to sell the remainder of the 147 acret, blocked out in lo'ca at publio auction ,
‘and to wuse the »pvro\co'sds for public p\ll"pOlel. ThuAa,‘_ James Love created the.
ha;ckground for the first real eaiat:g auction and beom in Shelby. We may well
Me the alluring pict.ur@ that wde"iaid out befere the laﬁd speculators
of that pcri.od. It is well to remember that at that time thoro was not a ra:ll-.
road in the county, nor u store within niln. ~ The present courthmae.gquaro
was a corn patch and the block of the First National Bank, & cow pasture, the
most of the acreage being in woedland. The commisslioners sent all ‘he way
to Lincolnton to get John Herry, uvnativo of’ far-away Maryland, as auctioneer.
In 1842 the grand public sale was held. fthe vstory foot that John Harry was
blessed With a fortile ard vivid imsgination. He put on the heat and painted
a glowing picture of the future of Sholby that would some day possess 4 popu-
lation of 500. Everybody thought he was exaggersting, but we had speculators
then, as we have them now, and the lots sold freely &nd the written report is
that they bought "fabulous prices". They actually sold the 14l acres for less
than $15,000 snd immedistely the commissioners proceeded to build a log court-
house, a tight jail, and & rude poor house.

I have been told by my grandfather, Dr. William Andrews, that
James Love who had recently visited our national capital had been greatly
impressed with the wide streets of Washington, D. C. He insisted that
in laying off the strests for the town of Shelby that they be made wide
and commodious. MNe urged that the same mistake not be made in Shelby that
was made in laying off the ‘towns of Lincolnton and Rutherfordton where the
streets were very narrow.

John R. Logan, the progenitor of the late sheriff Hugh Logan was
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‘acleotéd-hl sﬁrv§yof"ofith§‘nsw town. It is said tﬁ;t,iéﬁei‘Lova and

‘surveyor Lozaq'iaré.roundly'oritioiiod for thelr plans and wisting 80

iuch'godd land for what was terlod "useless purposes". Of course, they -
did not contamplute autonobiles, parking apanes and traffio Jama, ‘but thqy

‘did have.an eye for the beautiful.

_ Ve owe no little to James Love tnd John R, Logan and tho'wiao
commiaaionors who roally approached their responlibility in ths making of

. & new town with a degreq of high intellig'nno, wisdom and foresight for the

future.
One other word - I am pleased to say that my sister, krs. 0. Max

Gardner, is planningltavﬁrosont,bo the county commissioners during the

,cintennial, a portralt of our grelt-grahdtather, James Love, to be hung on .

the courthouse walls. At that time an appropriate speaker will further
develop the history of the life, character and public service of the

father of the town of Sholby.

James Love and his wife, Susan, are buried at Zoar Baptist Church,

and the following inscription is on his marker:

"Peace to & good man's ashes

James Love
born

Jan, 6, 1796
died

Nov. 15, 1878

Blessed a'e the dead who die in the Lord,
and thelr works do follow them".
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