Webbs Taught Political Principle . «

At Home

Yates has been purely federal. Both
men looked and acted like judges
and spoke with force and precision.
They were extremely popular and
held the complete confidence of the

North Carolina experienced while|

First Won Support

Yates Webb, was a college athlete,

Judges Had
Major Roles

In Carolina

By WILL AREY.

“What is back of the wisecrack
that North Carolina governors are

elected from the east one term and
from Shelby the next?” former Gov-
ernor Oliver Maximilian Gardner
was asked on the occasion of a re-
cent visit to his home town.

Judges James L. and Edwin Yates
Webb are primarily responsible for
the force of the pun, thought Mr.
Gardner, who recalled a carfoon in
a Charlotte paper in 1920 which
pictured four of the Cleveland coun-
ty leaders each earnestly applying
himself to a test of a cow represent-
ing the electorate. Gardner, who
was lieutenant governor at that
time, in the way of a reply remarked
how contented the cow looked.

The former state’s chief execu-
tive, now making his home in
‘Washington, D. C, interprets the
philosophy of the Shelby and Cleve-
land county section political lead-
ers as being founded on principles
of “starting out young and first
gaining complete confidence of the
home people.” Mr. Gardner pointed
out that ne Cleveland county man
has ever been repudiated at the
polls by his own people, that none
has ever interfered in home elec-
tions, and that there have been no
factions beiween them—that they
have always worked in perfect har-
mony. He stressed the fact that
the one thing all political leaders
agree upon in politics unless he
has the absolute confidence and loy-
alty of his home people.” He said
the “Webb boys” had created these
ideals in Cleveland county.

A study of the caveers of the two
men who are credited with the
moulding of the successful political
concepts of Cleveland county lead-
ers brings to light, Gardner .says,
two active North Carolinians whose
faith in democratic processes was
absolute and who believed that the
best government is a government
economically administered.
were distinct disciples of Thomas

jefferson. However, both were quite’ guring President
different in their public and judicial ggministration : :
sign due fo sickness in his family.

Die Jate Judge Jim: Webb was 1, 1892, he began @ 32-year career
born at Shelby on November 12, i the courts of North Carolina when
185¢ Hig parents were George Mil- 3o was appointed solicitor of the
ton and Priscilla Blanton Webb. 9t judicial cistrit by Governor
Both his father and grandfather, the 1014 to fill an
Rey. James Webb, were distin- <uaq elected to
He at- jater and served for 12 years. Dur-

lives.

guished Baptist ministers,

tended Wake Forest college for two ing that

and one-half years, returning home
1o begin publishing the Shelby Ban-
ner. Later he studied law in the
office of Capt. Plato Durham in
Shelby until he entered the private
Jaw school of Chief Justice Pearson
in Yadkin county. Judge Webb re-
ceived his license in June, 1877,
Owned First Typewriter.

Until 1893 he was a partner of
Capt. J W. Gidney; that year his
brother returned home from school
and the office of Webb and Webb|
was opened, with the first type-
writer ever operated in Shelby.

He married Miss Kansas Love An-
drews in 1878. Surviving him and
his wife are two daughters, Mrs. O,
Wax Gardner and Mrs. Madge Webb
Riley. -

His public life began in 1880 when
he was elected mayor of his home
town. In 1883 he went 1o the state
senate and in 1887 served as presi-
dent pro-tem of that body. Ac-
guaintances agree he was “a gseful
and strong member and grew in the
Ssteem of those with whom he was
thrown.” He was prominently men-
lioned for lieutenant governor in

lawyer, orator, legislator, congress-
man ,and is now a federal jurist.
He was born May 23, 1872, the young-
est child in his family. He still
lives at Shelby. The Webb brothers’
homes are side by side on one of
the most beautiful and historic
streets in western North Carolina.
Active In Sports

Yates was educated at the Shelby
schools, including the Shelby Mili-
tary institute, and at Wake Forest
college, the University of North
Carolina and the University of Vir-
ginia. At Wake Forest and Chapel
Hill he was an active baseball and
football player.

In November, 1894, when he be-
gan practicing law with his “big

public at large,

As judges, Jim was probably more
tolerant in punishments than Yates
although the latter is not excessive
in his sentences. Both of the broth-
ers, Gardner says, always looked
behind the life of a man before!
them to see what made him go
wrong in crime, no matter how
hopeless he seemed
Active Against Liquor.

Judge Yates has been especially
active in his warfare against intoxi-
cating drinks. He has delivered
many addresses on the subject, and
has been perhaps the greatest single
force in keeping liquor stores out of
the entire western part of the state.
He regards liquor like a rattlesnake,
holding that it should -be killed.

| brother,” he was married to Miss
Willie Simmons, daughter of Prof,
W. G.'Simmons, of Wake Forest col-
{lege. He soon made his initial at- '
| tempt at the polls in the race for
mayor of his home town. His fail-
ure in that mayoralty election is
now considered by Judge Webb as
a blessing, because he believes that
succesg in that election day prob-
ably would have served as a check-)
mate to his career. From 1898 to|
1902 ‘he was chairman of the execu-
tive committee of the Democratic
party in Cleveland county. In 1900
he was elected state senator, and in
1902 was elected representative from
the ninth North Carolina district, a
position he held for the next 17
years,

He was the author of a number
of laws which had great influence
on the nation, among them being
the Webb-Kenyon act, which pro-
tected dry states from liquor ship-
ments from wet states; the war-
time ship bill, and the act erecting
the present monument on the site
of the Battle of Kings Mountain. In
connection with that and numerous
other legislative acts, Representa-
tive Webb delivered elogeunt ad-
dresses and often led the fight for
or against bills pending before the
national Congress. His 17 years
service in Washington can be fol-
lowed by newspaper stories and edi-
torials of that period.
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E, YATES WEBB.

‘time said his name on the ticket
for that office “ywould arouse a per-
sonal interest, as every man in

county and those surrounding
him and his rame
enthusiasm
Both| could awake.”

He was first vice chairman and
made the keynote speech of the
his Democratic convention in 1900 when
Jove Aycock was nominated for gover-
would add an DOL. From 1914 to 1919, which in-
else cluded the period of the world war,

Judge Webb was chairman of the
toffice inspector powerful committee on the judiei-!|
Cleveland's first()ary,

ed to re- legislation.
e On November 5, 1919, Presiden

which nothing

He became PpoOS

Judge Jim held that whisky could
never be wiped out entirely and
believed in temperance.

Textilist John Schenck of Lawn-
dale says: “Judge Jim was the most
remarkable man I have ever known.
He was level-headed, sensible, tol-
erant, and manly. His strongest
characteristic was liberalism and he
had a good feeling toward everyone
that lived. I never heard him ut-
ter an unkind work about any man.
He was my ideal man.”

These two men who apparently
had much influence on the activi-|
ties of Shelby's Governors Hoey|:
and Gardner never had a suspicion|-
or scandal attached with their
names,

So, today Gardner claims these
two brothers replace the “why” in
the Cleveland county philosophy of
political leadership at a time when
the present state’s chief executive
is from Shelby, and when the son
of the last western governor, also
of Shelby, has taken this year his
seat in the state legislature at the
age of 27. This young senator, Ralph
Gardner, polled 1,610 votes out of
a possible 1,700 in the voting dis-
trict of his father’s textile mill,
sticking to the family strategy of
first securing absolute confidence
land loyalty of home people.

which had to pass on much

t

1809, and an Asheville paper at the

unexpired term, He
that office two years

time he was pitted against
some of the strongest and.best law-
yers of the state. At no time, how-
ever, did he know Democrafic op-
position.

Served As Jud_ge.

In 1894 he was appointed Supe-
vior court judge by Governqr Ay-
cock and served in this capacity for
the remainder of his life. Although
he was not even a candidate, Judge
Jim came within a few votes of re-
ceiving the nomination for Congress

Woodrow Wilson appointed Con-
gressman Webb United States dis-
trict judge for the western district
of North Carolina, the position he
has held since. He frequently sits|
with the circuit court of appeals at
Richmond, Va. In western North
Carolina Judge Webb is said to
handle more cases than are disposed
of in any one southern state, Rank-
ing as one of the most brilliant and
most serviceable Carolinians of his
day,’ there are few in the state bet-
ter known or admired.
Honored By Colleges

Judge Webb has been made a
doctor of laws by both Davidson
and Wake Forest colleges.

On November 18, 1923, Mrs. Wil-
lie Webb died. She is survived by

in his district in 1896.

No judge was more beloved in
the state than Judge Webb. He was
in public life for more than 50 years.
He held court in every county in
North Carolina and had as wide ac-
quaintance as any man in the state.
He was diligent, thorougbly versed
jn the duties of his office, and a
forceful and effective speaker. He
died October 1, 1930, at his home 1n
Shelby and his funergl was helgi
at the church organized .by his
grandfather. On the morning fol-
lowing his death,. a Greensborp
paper said “nis life will be his
greatest monumegt." 2 ’

Judge Jim's “kid brother,” Edwin

three children, Edwin, Jr., Eliza-
beth (Mrs. Roy N. Veatch), and
| William Y. Webb. Edwin is now in
| Atlanta, Ga. and the other two
children in Washington, D (ef (04
October 28, 1928, Judge Webb was
married to Mrs. Alice Pender Taylor
of Tarboro. :
Judge Webb pitches no worse
baseball games—a habit of his when
in Congress—doesn't greatly mind
missing a football game or two a
season and by no means accepts
- every invitation to make a speec}_x.
'but he hates to lose his golf. He is
the author of two holes-in-one.
The chief difference in the lives

of thse two moulders of one sec-
tion of the state’s leaders is that

along in life today than in the midst of
thair years, they occupy tistinguished
positiong, they possess the confldence
‘of the people of the Siate and elsewhere,
they have been suscessful ‘n the mere
| matter of acquiring material wealth and
better than all of thess, they have Lie-
come ann orpament to the name of an
honored, but humble parentage. ‘They
have fought their way through without
the “pull”-for which so many are look~
ing today, without the “luck” upon
which 8o many others are depending,
without trying to find the sl}nrt cuts
which yet others are seeking, hut byf
the irksome tedium of toil, by honest, |
perservering endeavour, by fidelity to
every duty which facad them and by

their high mora! idealisms, thes have

come to the top,—i route which is nev-
er closed to any young man and w crown |
that ie nssured every ons of them who |
maka up thefr minds o follow this/

gams2 ravh.
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‘TWO BROTHERS.

The two courts that are now belng
held fn this city, Federal and State,
are made unique by reason of the téu':t
that tiiey are being presided over by
‘two brothers, Judge Yates Webhb of
the United States court and__Judge
James I. Weblh of the State court. No
two jurists in North Carolina, it can
‘be safely hazarded, are held_in nmré

popular regard or have ineasured nore
efficiently up to the standards t'equii‘-
ed of them in their lofty osrofession
than theéss two brothers. They have
‘been signally honored by theie people:
they have never betrayed the trust
which was popularly placed ir: them.

- Judge Yates Webb has been wearing
the ermine of the Y¥ederal couvt for
over three years, during whict time ke
has come into wide favor for his con-
duct of this court, for his fearless de-
fense of the laws of the land. for the
brilliancy of his charges, for the uni-
form kindness whic he has exhibited
to membeérs of the bar, for his hu-
maneéness and charity, for his sympa-
thy toward all defendants, notably the
‘young, end for his determination at all
t;mgs to mingle mercy with judgment.

’th. _sixteen yvears prior to his ap-
pointment to the Federal bench by ror-
.mer President Wilson, Judge Webhb was
Congressman from this, the Ninth dis-
triet, and during that time, ke was
all but idolized by the thousands of
hig party within the district as well as
respected and honored by the oppon-
ents within the other party. His rec-
ord was clean: his official life was ahove
reproach: he éver held the interegts of
the people to be the charge placed upon
him and his representation in Congress
might have been perpetuated for many
years but for the honor which Mr.
Wilson offered to confer upon him.

Judge James L. Webb has an ¢ven
more sihigular record in some respects
that his younger brother, particularly
in the matter of his political career. Fe
has held office continuously for approx-
imately 30 years. In 1893, he was ap-
pointed solicitor of the ninth district
by the late Governor Hoke which office
he held without opposition until 1905
whenr he stepped up from the solicitor-
ship to the Superior court bench and
| for these seventeen years that: he has
{held the judgeship, he has never had
an opponent, giving him the record of
never having been opposed during the
entire 30 years of his public and official
life.

The story of the rise of these two
men from our neighboring county of
Cleveland, the carcer they have carved
out and the success they have attain-
‘ed, the honors which have been mulii-
plie@ vpon them and the dist'nctions
which they have carned, is illastrative
of the oovssililities which are off ‘et ev-
‘ery young man in this combionwealth, |
and under the form of government in‘
our republic, to make the most of
themselves. ;

The father of these twa jurists was
an humble Baptist minister, whoso life
providence decreed should be iived in
the most unfortunate nariod in the his-
tory of the South, rignt at the close
of the Civil War, when the §aath was
prostrated financially and economically,
and when it was more difficult to “get
along’’ than it ever had besn before, or
ever hasg been since. '£he father, strug-
gling against the adversities of that pe-
riod and having chosen a profession,
the most underpaid of all with which
educated and leading men have ever |
become Identified, raised @ family of
children who, with the inkeritance only
of his own good name and the strengti
of character which was pre-eminenti
his, stepped out in the arena of tk
world’s work and, althcugh no furth

I

Tudege Jim's experience was. Erew‘—%




t . - Webb, whose |
- a5 United States congress- |
and federal jurist extends al- |
m@% to the twrn of the cen-
| tury, will observe on ‘Saturday the
20& anniversary of his inaugura-
 Uon as a United States judge.
| It was back in 1919, when Wood-
row Wilson occupied the White
| House, that the Shelby attorney,
“den & congressman, resigned from
| the federal law-making body to ac-
cept the presidential appointment
a5 federal judge. His appointment
by wusox;, came on Octher 31, his
onfirmation: by the senate a day
r two later, and his commission-f
ing by the wartime president on
November 5.

Congressman Webb, ahout to be-
m Judge Webb, journeyed to
Richmond, and there was sworn in

by the late Judge J. C. Prit.cha!}d.
After sifting on the cireuit court
of appeals for a week, he wenf to
Asheville the following week and
held his fivst regular term of Unif=
ed States district court in the
mountain city.
‘Dean’ of Civeuit

He stands today as the oldest
man in fhe circuit in point of sery-
ice, including both circuit and dis-
.tr}cta Jjudges. Many men have died
in federal judgeships since Judge
Webb entfered the hench, andmany
new faces have made their appear-
ance  among the comparatively
small group of jurists who serve as
federal judges.

About to round out his “first 20
years of service,” Judge Webb fto-

day recalled vividly much of the
detail that has paraded before him
and his federal courts during these
J0 years. Outstanding is the me-
%y of the presidential commis~

, the day of being sworn in,
' it first court of appeals session,
that first federal court he held in
Asheville,” “and  various incidepts
‘that. have loomed from time to time
in the court terms that have fol-
lowed each other with precision—,
like regularity. He recalls, too, the
‘personalifies it has been his pleas-
bre to knew—and in these person-
es Judge .Webb finds some of
fondest .recollections.
© During these 20 years Judge Wehb
has held 40 regular terms each .in
Asheville, ‘Charlotte, Statesville,
Shelby and Bryson City, making a
total of 200 regular sessions. In ad-
dition, he has conducted something
Jike 40 special sessions during the
20 years, bas held approximately
2500 .;;".uﬁi.u ‘hearings in Shel-
By, and passed judgment on ap-
proximately 12,000 criminal defend-
ants, and presided o the settlez,'
i of many th

ids of ciy,
2 e

North  Carolina senate in 1908,

ter having been educated at Wake
Forest college, the University of
North Carolina and the University
of Virginia. He had begun the prac-
tice of law ‘ in  Shelby, his home

m«tu he had gone
‘thy y of Virginia fo
special three-months  course
1896. ' ‘

In 1802, following two years
the state senate, he was electe(
the United States c¢ongress,
served continuously until he resi
‘ed to accept the federal judges
_At the time of his resignation
2 member of the judic

3
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In Federal Bench

e 3 3
Celebrate Teir Golden
A2l 1430 )
Tonight at 8 o'clock Judge and
Mrs. J. L. Webb were married fifty |
ears ago.
They were married at the home of
the bride’s parents, Dr. and Mrs. W.
P Andrews on S. Washington street.

The home stood on the lot where
Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Royster now

live. The only person now living in

I'Shelby who attended the wedding,
was Mr, Sam Andrews, a brother of
ers‘ Webb.

A great many will remember at-
tending the 50th wedding anniver-
sary of Judge Webb's father and
mother, Rev. and Mrs. G. M. Webb.
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CHARLOTTE NCAR T47P FEB 28 1930

JUDGE AND MRS JAMES L WEBB

SHELBY NCAR

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON THIS DAY OF DAYS MAY THE YEARS

TO COME BE FILLED WITH AS MUCH HAPPINESS AS THOSE PASSED MUCH LOVE

ECOND ANNIVERSARY OF

SHELBY NCAR

CHARLOTTE NCAR 1030A MAR 1 1930
WE HEARTILY CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR EIFTY s

JUDGE AND MRS JAMES L WEBB
YOUR WEDDING MAY A KIND AND MERCIFUL PROVIDENCE BE WITH

~YOU UNTIL THE JOURNEYS END

—— e .

MR AND MRS HERIOT CLARKSON

!

JERRY AND JOHNSIE
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