Gardner-Webb University
Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University

Cleveland County Early Days Column Series 1 - Personal Papers, Diaries, Scrapbooks

1953-07-09

1953, July 9

Mamie Jones

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-
cleveland-county-early-days-column

Recommended Citation

Jones, M. (1953, July 9). Cleveland County Early Days, The Daily Star. Fay Webb Gardner Collection, Gardner-Webb University
Archives, John R. Dover Memorial Library, Boiling Springs, NC.

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Series 1 - Personal Papers, Diaries, Scrapbooks at Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Cleveland County Early Days Column by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Gardner-

Webb University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@gardner-webb.edu.


https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-papers-diaries-scrapbooks?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/fay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column?utm_source=digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu%2Ffay-webb-gardner-cleveland-county-early-days-column%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@gardner-webb.edu

LIFE

In Cleveland County’s Early Days
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The Rev Thomas Dixon, one of
the outstanding pioneen Baptist
preachers and church builders of
the latter half of the 19th Century
in this county, preached a funeral

sermon 99 years ago, about this
time of year, which uliimately re-
sulted in the founding of ew
Prospect Baptist church, located

| near Buffalo creek, on what was |

then the highway leading from
Shelby to Lincolnton, eight miles

‘| above Shelby.

The handsome brick church, one

| of the outstanding country chur-

ches of the county, has been re-
modelled and is out of debi. It is
therefore meet and fitting that a
grandson of Elder Dixon, name-
1y, the Honorable Frank Murray
Dixon, former governor of Alaba-
mha, should participate in the de-
dication ceremonies which will be
held there on Sunday, August 2nd.

In earlier days, the western por-
tion of Lincoln county, which lat-
er became the eastern portion of
Cleveland county, was settled” by
German immigrants (Pennsylvan-
ja Dutch) who were of the Luth-
eran faith. In 1801, Teeter Beam,
a devout Lutheran, set aside a
plot of land on a hill thickly wood-
ed with oak and hickory, to be
used as a burying-ground for the
entire community, regardless of
denomination., He built a small
church of logs tc be used for fu-
nerals, and for religious services
for the Lutherans.

In the midsummer of 1853, a
prominent Baptist citizen of the
community died, and it was evi-
dent the liftle log church would
not accommodate the crowd that
would attend the services. So a

brush arbor was erected and
handhewn slabs were used for
seals.

A ZEALOUS REVIVALIST

Elder Thomas Dixon conducted
the funeral; and since he was an
outstanding orator and & Yyoung
man of magnetic personality, the

| audience was greatly moved by

his words. $ensing the impression

By MAMIE JONES

G |
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THE REV. THOMAS DIXON,
father of the five famous
Dixons, the County’s most
illustrions family.

he had made, he announced at the
close of the funeral service that
the next day he would begin a
“protracted meeting’ there.
These ' services continued daily
with large attendance for two
weeks, and, since he was a ‘zea-
lous revivalist, there were 40 con-
versions.

The next year, through the ef-
forts of Elder Dixon, Elder Wade
Hill, and Elder Joseph Suttle,
New Prospect Baptist church was
“‘constituted October 6th, 1854,
numbering 85 members.'” Elder
Thomas Dixon was chosen pas-
tor and continued to serve for 56
vears. Messrs. J. L. Ledford, And-
rew Beam, V. H. Elliott, and J.
F. Wilson were elected deacons,

‘-‘

and J. C. Hoyle was appointed
church clerk. Presumably some
sort of arrangement was made
with the Lutherans whose church
it appears they took over.:

BAPTISTS PREDOMINATE

The Rev. Harlan Harris tells
me that according to a survey,
there are 62 Baptist churches
within the county, with more than
121,000 members. This predomin-
ance of the Baptist denomination,
is due in part to the labors and
leadership of Elder ‘“Tommy"
Dixon who, during the 65 years of
his ministry, from 1844 to 1809,
served 32 churches, more than
‘half of which he aided in found-
ing. He was the first moderator
of the Kings Mountain Baptist As-
sociation in 1851. He is said to
have baptized 6,000 converts,

He believed that ‘“‘He who win-
neth souls is wise,”” hence his
preaching was evangelical and is
described as being ‘‘exhortatory
in character and manifests much
pathos.”

His son, Amzi Clarence Dixon,
who ranked among the great Bap-
tist preachers of the world 40
years ago, attended one of his
father’'s revival meetings, and lat-
er remarked: ‘“Father’'s revival
preaching is indescribable, sway-
ing the multitude with a power I
have never seen equalled. I saw
strong men, noted for their wick-
edness, fall from their seats and
cry aloud for mercy. After the
sermon, Father would move a-
mong the audience speaking or
praying with them, his face ra-
diant with joy.” .

A V/ORD PAINTE

Rev. John W. Suttle says that
Elder Dixon had a dozen sermons
—or maybe two dozen—which he
preached over ana over. As a rule,
he held preaching service only
once a month in each church,
and he could easily get by with
this. Mr. Suttle recalls especially
a sermon on ‘“The Children of Is-
rael Crossing ithe Red Sea.” He
says: ‘‘Elder Dixon's description

See LIFE IN Page 20
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was so vivid, so realistic, one was
lost in listening. You could hear
the glad shouts of the on-rushing
Israalites, and the screams of
the thwarted Egyptians. Actually,
one could hear chariot wheels
creaking.”

The Reverend Suttle recalls an
occasion when Elder Dixon was
to deliver the ordination charge to
a young preacher. However, the
two speakers who preceeded him
had, together, talked for mnearly
two hours and the audience was
restless. Elder Dixon, who seldom
preached more than 20 minutes,
knew the wvalue of brevity. He ad-
dressed the young preacher: ‘‘My
brother, preach the Word, the
whole Word, and nothing but the
Word,” and sat down. When Eld-
er Dixon was asked about permit-
ting playing the fiddle in the
church, he replied: ‘It makes
sweet music. But the fiddle has
been in bad company. Leave it
out of the Church.”

CHARGED WITH HERESY

His famous son, Thomas Dixon,
Junior, author of “The Clans-
man,’” “The Birth of a Nation,””
and other novels and plays, says
that one of the most humillating‘
experiences his father ever had
|was when he was tried for heresy
about 1854, “The heresy consist-
ed in his having invited a Metho-
dist preacher into his pulpit to as-
sist him in one of his services.
An _old deacon in the Baptist
church in Shelby was an intense|
old-timer and did not like the Me-
thodists at all. He called a coun-
cil (after my father had this min-
ister in the pulpit with him), and
of course Father attended the
trial. The deacon Wwho gave the
use of the church did not know
what it was being used for. When
the old deacon Hoyle found out
they were going to try my father
for heresy, he nailed every win-
dow and padlocked the door, and
then went to meet my father and
apologized to him; and told him |
he had been called as pastor of
New Prospect” church.”

During Elder Dixon's early min-
istry the theatre was considered
very wicked, and he never over- |
came his aversion for it. When
The Clansman was being present-
ed on fhe stage at Charlotte, Tho-
mas, Junior, sent his father com-
plimentary fickels for the show.
His father replied promptly:
“Dear Son, I have your letter
and tickets for which I thank you.
But I have lived all these years
without ever going inside a thea-
tre. And by the help of the Lord, |
I shall not go in now. Neverthe-:
less I wish you good success.' |




'l A HORSE TRADER

His daughter, Dy. Delia Dixon
Carroll, for many years physician
t Meredith college, wrote: “Fa-
er ioved a trade better than any
Ver form of amusement. He
~ould swapfa jack-lii<’e, a mule,
a horse, a farm, or a house, at
the wink of an eye. When he left
home in his buggy with a pretty
|bay mare, he was liable to return
next day driving a skinny grey
mule, so poor it could hardly
stand; and the next day come
home with a black prancing colt
that had never been driven be-
‘fore."” |
| Thomas Dixon, senior, was born
in South Carolina in 1820, right
near where the Battle of Kings
Mountain was fought in 1780. It
was in this battle that his grand-
father Col. Frederick Hambright,
one of the seven Colonels com-
manding the American {forces,
proved himself a leader. |

Thomas’' mother, Mrs. Suannah
Hambright Dixon, wis the 22nd
child of Col. Hambright. At the
age of 104 she—as the sole surviv-
ing child of the War of the Revolu-
tion in South Carolina—was one
of the distinguished guests at the‘
centennial celebration held Oct.
7, 1880, at the Kings Mountain
battleground, and shared honorsi
on the platform with the speal;_e:r,‘
Hon., John Daniel. |

At an early age, Dixon showed
outstanding apfitude for preach-
ing, and since he had not the
money to get an education, some
of the Baptists in the neighbor-
hood of Antioch church provided
a litfle money for his schooling.
In 1844 he was ordained.

According to such records as I
can find, Thomas Dixon and
Amanda McAfee were married in
1848. It would appear that Aman-
da was very young. Her tomb-
stone at New Prospect church
cemetery says she was born in
1835. He and his young bride liv-|
ed in a white house on the corner
of W. Warren and S. LaFayette
street where Penney's department
store now siands. Here he operat-
ed a small store for a number of
| years.
| MOVED TO ARKANSAS
About March, 1861, he and his
| family and 32 Negro slaves, which
| had been a part of his wife's dow-
|er, left Shelby and migrated to|
|the Territory of Arkansas. They |
stayed there more than three
vears. When he returned to this
|county in the Fall of. 1863, Elder
Dixon had only $100 in gold.

I recall that one day sometime |
during 1900, Mr. Dixon came to
see my father on business. I re-
call him as a tall 80-year-old
man with white hair, and of com-
manding appearance. He told my
father he had borrowed, money to
send all his children to school. ,

LOVED AND REVERED - |

A womar who was a member of
one of Elder Dixon's churches in
the late 1890's told me: ““We child-
ren loved to see him come intg
our home. We felt his presence
was a benediction. He loved peo-
ple; and because of his kindliness
|and charm people loved him.”

i ‘‘Church servites in the country
prior to 1900 were not formal,”
my informanti continued, *‘Serv-
L, a
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ices would begin ,when the con-

gregation had assembled, rather
than at a specified hour. Preach-
er Dixon would drive up in his
bugegy on Sunday morning — or
maybe Sunday afternoon — would
hiteh his horse, and come imme-
diately into the church through
the front door. When he entered
the church he would begin singing
and continued as he proceeded up
the aisle. The assembled congre-
gation would take up whatever
hymn he was singing, and by the
time he reached the pulpit the
song was going in full force.”

Frank Dixon, father of Maj.

Frank Murray Dixon, above vre-
ferred to, was a Baptist minister,
but gave up the pulpit, and be-
came a Chautauqua lecturer.

With the exception of Mrs. Ad-
die May Dixon Thacker, all the
five famous Dixons, who consti-
tute Cleveland County’s most illus-
trious family, are dead, Mrs.
Thacker is a lecturer and writer
of novels and religious articles.
She is now at work on a bwgraphy
of her father.

Thomas Dixon. senior, lived fo
be ninety years old. He died in

1909, and is buried in the ce
tery at New Prospect church.
(Copyright by Mamie Jones, 1

Prisoner Kept Going
LAURINBURG, N. C. H—Rob
Morrison, 43, a Negro, escaf
Monday from Prison Camp
near Wagram. Superintendent
D. Thames said Morrison, a co
went to a field for vegetables,
down his basket and kept goi
He was senténced in Lee Cour

in 1948 to 20 years for m:
slaughter.
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