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THURSDAY, JULY 30, 1953

SECTION TWO

AMZI| CLARENCE DIXON

In Cleveland County’s Early Days

By MAMIE JONES

Continuing the story of the illus- est message, for saveral in the (famous, Dr. Dixon discontinued
ti _us vixon tamily: congregation were convicted of|using the name Clarence, and us-

winety - nine years ago this
mench, in the little village of Shel-
by, in a white house on West War-
ren Street where Penney's depart-
ment siore now stands, there was
boin a litfle boy who was to be-
coine one of the greatest Baptist
preachers of his generation and
wiioge preachivgs and writings
were so widely heard and read

tha! they influenced thinking in
re..zious ecircles -all around the
woriid.

te preached in tamous pulpits
here in America, and in London,
in China, in France, in° Norway,
in Sweden, in Scotland, in Wales
and in other foreign pulpits
arough internreters. He was the
elithor of 18 religious books and
many pamphlats. The baby was

ngmed Amzl Claretice, and was
the son of Rev. Thomas Dixon,
stnior, pionees Baptist preach-

err of whom I 1ecently wroie.

As a growinu boy Clarence did
ot pian to be a preacher. When
he Iinished shoiby Academy and
ceniered Wake Forest Baptist coi-
Iege; he planned to be a lawyer
like his meciher’s brother, Col. Le-
Roy McAiee. (Locally the name
LeRoy Mcal>e brings recollec-
tions of his leacdeiship of the Ku
nlux Klan in heccnstrueclion days,
when the Kiap was necessary for
our physical and material pre-
servation.)

A DETAINING HAND

One Sunday moiuing in  mid-
summer 1873, while the Dixon
family was living on the 1000-
acre farm bordering Buffalo
Creek, Elder Dixon asked OClar-
ence to go fo New Prospect
Church and tell the assembled
congregation, he would be unable
to keep his preaching appoint-
ment that day because he was
engaged in a revival at another
chureh.

The young man ‘made the trip
on horseback, and as he entered
the churchyara he approached a
group of men =tanding in front of
the meetinghouse, and gave them
his father's message. As he was
about to turn to ride home, one of
the men touched him on the knee
and said: “ My young brother,
won't you come in and lead the
meeting for us It is a pily to let
these folks go home without some
kind of a relizious service.”

Clarence had never led a
church service though he had
probably led sinden' prayer-meet-
ings at college, and had read a
great many of Spurgeon’s ser-
maons. He was only 19 and was
embairassed. But he was asham-
ad to refuse. They all went into
the church, and after Bible read-
ing and songs and prayar, he falk-
aed informally He spoke of sin
and of salvation through Christ.
He must have given a very earn-

sin, and the deacons asked him
to return for a meetinz next day.
These services continued for two
weeks, and there were forty con-
verts to be baptized. After this

experience Clarence determined
to make saving souls his life
work.

The next year he was praduat-
ed from Wake Forest at the head
lof his class, and that fall accept-
{ed, temporarily, the pastorates of
two Baptist churches, Mt. Olive
and Bear Marsh, in the country
near Raleigh.

ONE HUNDRED BAPTISMS

Shortly after he took up his
work at these two churches he
began to pray that Le might have
100 baptisms duribg the nine
months he planned to serve as
pastor before entering the Bap-
tist Seminary at Greenville, S, C.

When he presched his last ser-
mon at Bear Marth on Sunday
morning, he was disappointed be-
euse he had baptized only 94 con-
verts, Bu! at the close of the ser-
| vice: that day t*ere were five can-
|didates for baptism A{ the mill-
‘pond that afternoon, after sery-
ices had bezun a man came up
asked to be bantized with his wife
regardless of the fact that he
would have ‘9 walk
Illome in his wet clothing. Clar-
fence had his hundred baptisms!

Altcr Jinishing Seminary Clar-
ence held eight pastorates, which
ineluded two of ths famous pul-
'pits of the world. His first pasto-
rate was a combination of Chapel
JHill and  Asheville Baptist chur-
ches. He went to Raltimere next,
|then to Brooklyn, then to Boston.
From 1906 tn 1911 he was pastor
jof the Dwight L. Moody church
|in Ohicago. This was an non-deno-
minational chureh He also taught
'in the Bible TIrgtitute operated in
|conrvection’ ‘Wi that church. In
(1911, he was called to the Metro-
politan  Taberracle in London,
This was the pulpit that Charles
Spurgeon had ocevpied for so
ilong. He was there during the
war years, and in 1919 came back
to America.

In 1880, Clarence Dixon W as
married to M.ss Mollie Faison, of

| Warsaw, N, ¢, a yYoung womand

lof aristocratic backgrounds Sh e
'died in China in 1922, while He
Was on a preaching mission there,
'In 1924, he was married to Mrs,
|Helen Alexandoer, an Englishwo-
man, widow of Charles Alexand-

ler, the revival singer, whom the |

!Dixons had  bnown
[ through the yesrs.
Mrs. Helen Tixon Wrofe a hook,
| “The Romance Of Preaching,”
|the story of A "€, Dixon's lfe. Tt
is from this bouk that T have got-
(ten. much ‘of the information in
| this story,
' In ater life, afler he became

pleasantly

two miles |

ed only his initials “A.C.”

A CLARION-TONGUED
EVANGEL

In appearance A. C.. Dixon was
a picturesque and forceful figure,
vigorous and magnetic, very ta.ll:
(about six feet, twu inches) and!
very thin. He was referred to as
a spiritual firsbraund, a clarion-
tongued evangel Dr. Richard
Vann said of him: “His ministry
was to him a divine commission.
He entered into it whole heartedly
with every power of his heart a.ndI
mind and soul Religion became
this life, and concerr for souls his
i passion. His wveligious faith was
llike that of an ancient mystic, a
|sacred thing for which he was
| ready to face the flames.”
| At the time of his death in 1925,
lhe was pastor of the University
| Baptist Church in Baltimore. The
Baltimore Sun which had been
openly hostile to almost every-

thing Dr, Dixon had stood - for,
!sald editoriallv
“Internationally, -he wag as

rbr&:u';ul as the map of the world
He was one o' the most aggres-
sive leaders of the church militant.
The dictionary contained for him
no such werd as compromise. He
asked and gave no quarter to
those whom he congidered as
enemies of Christianity or of meo-
rality in whatever guise they
came, whether as modernists,
| evolutionists, sniritualists, or emi
| garies of alcohcl.
| “A curlous ccmplex of breadth
(and narrowness, of pacifism and
bellizerency, he had a magnificent
moral courage that nothing could
appaii or weaken, a splendid sin-
cerity that even the devils must
have respected We stand uncov-
ered in revercnt admiration for
his brave and unfaltering faith.”
All five of the Dixons (the
name was Dickson until 1885)
(were outstandiLg in appearance,
(tall and distinguished looking,
[Each of them had a remarkable|
gift for public speaking, and each |-
of them had ar exceptionally fine |
mentality which, in my opinion,
|they inherited largely from their
| Scoteh-Irish mother, Amanda Me-
Afee.
DR. DELIA DIXON-CARROLL
Delia, the eller oi the Dixon
daughters, was graduated in 1895
from Woman's Medical College
with highest honcrs She later set
up practice n Raleigh, and be-
|came one of the pioneer women
{physicians in  North Carolina,
|'though she was not the first wo- |
man doctor in {he State. '
She and her younger sister, Ad-!
die. May, after finishing Shelby
| Schools, entered college at Belh- |
|lehem, Penn. She was a giffed |
| paiter, and planned to study art. |
I recall her maother called me ln—l
See IN CLEVELAND, Page 13
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