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PROMINENT SHELBIANS LIVED HERE—Gen-
erally referred to as “the old McAfee house,” in
earlier days, the home pictured above was one of
the most interesting in the city beocause of the
many important persons who have lived in it. The

McArthur).

house was built in the late 1850’s by Augustus W.
Burton and was located on South Washington
gtreet, a residential area that has produced some
|\ of the state's outstanding personalities. (Photo by

LIFE

When Shelby was\laid ‘off in
1840, the town limits were one-
fourth mile each way from the
Court Square. In 1849, these limits
were extended to one-half mile

each way, On all these Shelby|

streets there have lived citizens
whose spheres of inrluence have
been wide.

‘However, no area so small has
produced so many outstandihg
personalities (or the progeni-
tors of outstanding personali-
ties) as has the small neigh-
borhood on South Washingion
Street extending approximately
two blocks morth and two blocks
south of the house pictured
above., It is doubtful whether
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in all of North Carolina there
is another area of such small
dimensions from which there
have come so many citizens
who have rendered important
services in such varied fields
of activities.

The house pictured above whlch,
in earlier days, was generally re-
ferred to as “the o0ld McAfee
house,” is one of the most inter-
esting in Shelby because of the
persons who have dwelt within its
walls.

AUGUSTUS W. BURTON !

In the late 1850's Augustus W.
Burton built this house, using a
portion of the $5,000 in golden

eagles he had won in the Louisiana
| 4

of certain important Shelby peo-

Fsive grounds were landscaped by

lottery to pay for it. He would
indeed be astonished if he could
know the important Shelby people
who have since lived there , . .
including the (respective) mothers

ple.
The house was designed by a

well known architect (I think his/|
‘hame was Guion), and the exten-

a highly competent gardner. There
was a beautiful Carolina cherry |
hedge around the yard, with'ml
which there was much rare shrub-[
bery, At the time the above pic-
ture was made house and g:'c:'m'u:l.rs|

See LIFE Page 13
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had deteriorated greatly.
Mr. Burton and his wife, the

former Julia Olmstead of Linecoln- |
ton, had lived in their new home
but a short while when the War
Between the States came, and Mr.
Burton was elected captain of the
Cleveland Guards, the first mili-
tary company that went out from
Shelby to fight for State’s Rights
and the Confederacy. He sold the
house to Reese Roark who, with
his family lived there for a num-
ber of years.

CLYDE ROARK HOEY

Reesé Roark’s daughter, Char-|
Iotte, married Capf. Sam’l A. Hoey.
Their son, Clyde Roark Hoey, is
one of the State's most prominent
citizens. He is just now complet-
ing a six-year term as United
States Senator, and will doubtless|
be re-elected this Fall. |

Although his schooling was lim-
ited, his education is broad. When
he was 16 years old he established
the Cleveland Star, a weekly news-
paper in Shelby, and before he
had reached his 21st birthday he
was elected, in 1898, as this coun-
ty’s representative in the legisla-
ture, and later served in the State
Senate.

In 1936, he was elected Governor
of the State of North Carolina, |
and during his four-year term was|
known as “the friendliest Gover-
nor.”

He is one of the State's leading
attorneys, and is frequently refer-
red to as “the siiver tongued ora-
tor from North Carolina. He Is
known all over the State as an
outstanding Sabbath School teach-
er, and is prominent in the work
of the Western North Carolina
Methodist Conference.

EARLE McFARLAND

This young man who attained
considerable prominence in govern-
mental circles in Panama before
his untimely death in 1932, was the
son of Reese Roarks daughter,
Belle, who married W. W. McFar-
land. :
LeROY McAFEE :

Col. McAfee bought  the house
from the Roarks. When the War
Between the States came, LeRoy
McAfee was practicing law in the
eastern part of this State. He came
back to Shelby, got a commission
28 Colonel and served during the
War. During those humiliating
days of Reconstruction from 1868
to 1874, {following the crushing
(not conquering) of the Confed-
eracy, when the legally constituted
officers of the State and Federal
governments were intent on creat-
ing chaos instead of order and the
Ku Khix EKlan became a necessity,
he is said fo have been the Cyclops.

Col. McAfee was twice married.
His second wife was a widow,
Mre Fddins. e .




MISS MINNIE EDDINS ’
When Mrs, Edding married Col.

MicAfee, her young daughter, Min-
nie Edins, lived with them in this
house.

Miss Eddins was an accomplish-
ed musician. She taught voice and
music at Shelby Female College.
When she toured the state for a
benevolent  organization, giving
concerts in a number of cities, the
Btate papers referred to her as
“the mocking bird of North Caro-
lina.”

She married W, Josh Roberts,
and affer her death he confinued
to live in the house. Later, his
son, W. J. Roberts, Jr., sold the
place,

J. A. ANTHONY

More than 40 years ago Mr. and
Mrs. J. A.  Anthony bought the
house, and lived there for a num-
ber of years. Mrs. Anthony, who
was quite artistic, remodelled the
front, thereby changing its ap-
pearance, and making it most at-
tractive.

Mr. Anthony was prominent in
educational circles in the county.
He served for (fiffeen years as
County Superintendent of Instruc-
tion. He was also a lawyer, and in
the late 1890's was elected as State
Senafor from this senatorial dis-
trict.

GRAHAM ANTHONY

Their son, Graham Anthony, was
14 years of age when they moved
there. Later, he was graduated
from State College with a degree
in Mechanical Engineering. He now
lives in Hartford, Conn., and by
sheer pluck and perseverence has
become president of the Colt Mfg.
Co., the biggest firearms manufac-
turing company in the U. S. A. He
is listed in Who's Who, and is

nerally rated. as a millionaire,

HE WEBB-GARDNER HOME

In 1811, Judge James L. Webb
end his wife, Kansas Andrews
Webb, with their daughter Madge,
now Mrs. Riley, and their daughter
Faye and her husband, O. Max
Gardner, a rising young attorney,
bought the house and moved in.
They added some rooms in the
back, but the front remains as
Mrs. Anthony remodelled it in
1906. 1t is now known as the Webb-
Gardner residence at 403 South
Washington St., and the house and
grounds are generally considered
as among the prettiest in Shelby.
JUDGE JAMES L. WEBE

Rev, G. M. Webb, father of
James L. Webh, moved to Shelby
from Rutherford county in the
1870's and was pastor of the First
Baptist chureh here. James prac-
ticed law, was elected for two
terms as State Senator, and later
served 12 years as solicitor of the
11th Judicial District. In 1904, he
was appointed Superior Court Judge
and held this office unt:l his death
in 1930.

OLIVER MAX GARDNER

Mr. Gardner practiced law in the
office of his father-in-law, Judge
Webb, and later with O. M. Mull.
e was elected State Senator, and
in 1916 was elected Lieutenant)
Governor, and served with Gov-
‘ernor Bickett. |

About 1095 he and his assooimi




organized  the Cleveland @ Cloth
Mills of Shelby, a most profitable
business venture.

In 1928, he was elected Gover-
nor of North Carolina, and soon
after completing a four-year term

he removed to Washington, D. C,,
where he engaged in the practice
of law. In February, 1946, he was
appointed Under Secretary of the
Treasury by President Truman. In
January, 1947, President Truman
appointed him as Ambassador to
ihe Court of St James in London.
Four hours before he was to sail

he died of heart attack. .
Mr. Gardner was a man of very
high ambitions, and he seemed to
have the faculty of achieving those
ambitions. I heard him-make an

Shelby High School, not long after
he finished his term as Governor.
His subject was, “If you want to,
you can.’ He said that when he
Ewus nineteen years old he made
| up his mind he would be governor
|of North Carolina.

EDWIN YATES WEBB

Judge Edwin Yates Webb, bro-
ther of Judge J. L. Webb, lives next
door to the Webb-Gardner home.
After he had practised law for
several years he was, in 1908, elect-
ed to represent the 9th District in
Congress. Here he served on the
Judiciary Committee, and took an|
active part in fighting liquor andl
narcotics, He was co-author with
Senator Sheppard of the National
Prohibition Amendment. Affer 16
years in Congress he was appoint-
ed by President Wilson as Judge
of the N. C. Western Federal Dis-
trict Court, which position he re-
cently resigned.

EDWIN YATES WEBB, JUNIOR

Judge Webb's son, Edwin Yates
Webb, junior, now lives in Wash-
ington, D. C. An electrical engineer
of unusial ebility, he is listed in
Who's Who. After the War he wus
sent by the Government to Ger-
many to examine certain German
patents, and bring back to the
U.S.A. such patents as he thought
might be used here advantageously.
THE WEBBER HOUSE

A few doors below the above-
pictured house, at 505 S. Washing-
ton Etreet, the Shem Blackley |
house stands on the site of what
used to be referred to as “the old
Webber house.” When the Black-
leys built their home, this Webber
house was moved off the lot, and
part of it now stands on 8. De-
Kalb Street.

According to my information,
Amanda McAfee was living with
her mother in this old Webber
house at the time of her (Aman-
da’s) marriage, Later, the mother,
widow of Abner McAfee, married
Mr. Webber.

AMANDA McAFEE

According to such records as are |
available, Amanda McAfee was 13
(thirteen) years old when she was

i it 1 e of her moth-

for London fo take up his duties,|.

address to a praduating class at|,
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| become a mnovelist and attained
| fame as a writer of stories of the|
| South, including the “Clansman”

| Nation.” Her daughter, Delia, was
| a pioneer North Carolina physi-
| eian, and her daughter, Addie May,
| was well known as an author and

| become a Chautauqua lecturer.
| TOM DIXON, JUNIOR

| White's residence). This was soon
| after his marriage to Miss Harriet

-| for years senior member of the

Im to Rev. Thomas Dickson (Di\on)[

| . who was nearly 30.( L'nirtv) years-of |
age.

She became the mother of the
fhree Dixon preachers: Amzi Cla-
rence, who ranked among the
world’s greatest Baptist preachers
forty or fifty years ago; Tom, ju-
nior, who gave up the ministry to

and the “Leopard Spots,” and the
moving picture, “The Birth of a

speaker, Frank Dixon, the young-
est son, gave up the ministry to

Shelby’s most famous son, Tom
Dixon, Jr,, lived for a short whlie
at 508 South Washington (David

Bussey, who taught in Shelby Fe-
male College. A% that time Mr.
Dixon was practicing law here,
ROBERT L. RYBURN

A block further down the street
was the home of Robert L. Ry-
burn, an attorney. Mr. Ryburn was

firm of Ryburn & Hoey. He is des-
cribed .as: “The perfect gentle-
man, the wise counsellor, admirably
equipped to occupy a seat on the
judicial bench, a fine mind care-
fully trained and stored with use-
ful knowledge, a character pure
and without blemish, a heart full
of love and tenderness.” He died
in 1935,

THE DURHAM HOUSE

On the vacant lot just below the
DNixie Home store, about two blocks
north of the house above pictured,
there stood until recently the for-
mer home of another Cleveland
County and North Carolina leader
and statesman. |

During those awful Reconstruc-
tion days of 1868 to 1874, Capt.
Plato Durham stood as a rock in a
weary land to the distressed eciti-
zenship of Shelby and Cleveland
county.

Without his work in the legisla-
ture, North Carolina would have
been even worse off than she was.

In this house were born his
three sons: Rev. Plato Duwrham,
jr,, dean of the School of Religion
of Emory University; Robert Lee
Durham, educator and author, of
Beuna Vista, Va., and Stonewall
Durham, formerly a prominent at-
torney of Bessemer City.

Those named above are by mno|
means all the persons who merit |
inclusion in this story. Later, I,
shall write of many others includ- |
ing' Dr. W. J. 'T. Miller, and his
sons, Andrew C. Miller, Dr. John |
F. Miller, W. H, Miller, and R. B,
Miller, and Ansel Irvine Hardin
an inventor.

Among the women I shall men-

| tion; Mrs, R, B, Miller, Mrs, R, 1,/

Ryburn, Mrs. MeDonald, teacher
in Shelby Female College, and
lMl‘ﬁ. O, Max Gardner, who was the
- | State’s first lady when her husband
| was governor.

s{ (Coppright by Mamie Jones)
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