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LIFE |

From Page 1, Second Section.

 the first settlers reached Lincoln
| county about 1745. The county seat

|&t Lincolnton was established about
' 1785. The county seat at Ruther-
fordton was established about 1787.
(The records of old Tryon county
were left in Lincoln county.) The
interlying present Cleveland county
area was settled somewhat later.

i GOD-FEARING IMMIGRANTS

The Scoteh-Irish were not Irish,
but Scots whose Presbyterian an-
cestors had been sent into North-
ern Ireland to check the rise of
Catholicism. In 1702, when Queen
Anne ascended the English throne
harsh laws affecting their religion
were enacted, and soon thereafter
500,000 Scotch-Irish came to Am-
erica, many of them seftling in
North Carolina.

Both Scots and Germans were
thrifty, hard-working, God-fearing
people; and wherever they went
their ordained ministers went with
them. Since the ministers were
usually also teachers, they soon had
schools and churches.

They were seeking peace and free-
dom. Freedom to work and enjoy
the fruits of their toil. Freedom to
worship God as they pleased.
WORSHIP GOD THEY MUST!

The following religious require-
ment is quoted from Ashe's History
of North Carclina, Vol, I:

“In regard to religion, while
freedom of conscience was al-
lowed, yet it was enacted that
no man should become a free-
man of Carolina ‘or have any
estate or habitation within it,
that doth not acknowledge a
God; and that God must be
publicly and solemnly worship-
ped.

“And while no person of the age
of 17 years or over could have any
protection of the law unless a mem-
ber of the church, yet any seven
persons agreeing in any religion
could constitute a church or pro-
fession on which they could be-
stow some name to distinguish it
{from others.”

CUT OFF HIS EARS

Sometimes the kind of religion
they had was very cruel. The fol-
lowing sentence imposed by a judge
in Rutherford Superior Court sounds
like some of the things that came
out of Germany and Japannot long
since. Af the time of this incident
in 1814, half of the present Cleve-
land county, including what is now
the city of Shelby, was part. of
Rutherford county.

\ The following story is quoted from
Hlstory of Old Tryon, by Griffin:

“As an example ofi the barbarity
of justice, and cruelty imposed upon
offenders against the law in the
early days. the following judgment
of the Rutherford Superior Court
is given. This sentence was passed
Friday, April 14, 1814, against Ar-
| thur Clarke, who had been indicted
for perjury. Clark had earlier rep-
rezsented Rutherford county in the
General Assembly and had been,
for many years, a justice of the
peace and a man of means.

“Tf is ordered and adjudged that
the said Arthur Clarke do pay to
the State a fine of 250 pounds; and
that ke stand in pillory one hour,
at the expiration of which time
both ears of the said Arthur Clarke
shall be eut off and entirely sever-
ed fre 1,h:< head; and that the ears
so cuboff shall he mnailed to the
pillory. by the sheriff, and shall re-
main there until the setting of the
sun.
|  “That the sheriff of Rutherford
county do carry this sentence into
execution . . . on Tuesday, the 12th
of July next,“

Correction: Last week in writ-
ing about liguor, I quoted Judge
E. Y. Webb as saying that al-
though there were legal liguor
stores in and around Shelby
from 1803 to 1899 that many
persons were indicted for moon-
shining and bootlegging.

I wrote: “So, it would appear thab
legal liguor stores DID NOT pre-
vent bootlegging.”

But somebody—maybe fype grem-
lins, maybe an assistant editor,
maybe a printer, or maybe a proof
reader—left out the word NOT. It
was my intentlon to show thati legal
Hduor stores DIDN'T prevent bunt-
1 leg likker.
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