
Reading Rahab through 
the Lens of Colonization

By Rebecca Majorel



Colonization
Acts of colonization can exert 

control over both material goods 
as well as symbolic, cultural, and 

religious resources.

The more types (material, 
religious, cultural or religious) of 

resources affected by a 
colonizers actions, the stronger 
the act of colonization can be 

said to be.



Colonizing powers in Joshua

The Imperial 
Powers of Jericho

-undisputed

-central to the plot of 
the story

Patriarchal 
frameworks
-requires the 

understanding that 
patriarchal systems 

are forms of 
colonization to begin 

with

Joshua’s army
-less discussion about 

this in mainstream 
biblical research

-central to my 
research



Imperial Powers
● Rahab is a citizen
● Egypt ruling over Jericho at this 

time
● The king exerts power over Rahab
● “Prostitute” likely means low 

socioeconomic status
● Primarily colonizing material 

wealth



Patriarchal Frameworks
● Prostitute looked down upon by 

church leaders throughout 
history

● The text has been used in 
patriarchal biblical interpretation
○ Ex.: the author of Hebrews



Joshua’s Army
● Entire community destroyed
● Makes decision to save her family
● Still left without any outside 

opportunities
● Forced to become part of a 

culture that is not hers
● Colonization of culture, religion, 

and material wealth: therefore 
the most extreme colonizing 
force in the narrative



Rahab must be centereding the story
She was left with few options and in order 
to save her family, she used her 
“trickster” personality to overcome the 
situation and save her family

This did not lead to a happy ending for 
Rahab though, she was excluded from the 
Israelite camp and dealt with the death of 
her community and therefore her culture 
the rest of her life.
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