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Abstract

A Study of Student Attitudes and Dispositions toward the Use of the Inquiry Method in
Teaching Eighth-Grade Social Studies. Bolling, Michael G., 2017: Dissertation,
Gardner-Webb University, Critical Thinking/Dispositions/Inquiry/Historical Thinking

Despite a recent emphasis on instruction that utilizes higher level critical thinking skills
in middle schools, too many history teachers rely primarily on rote memorization due to
state standards that place an emphasis on teaching to a multiple choice standardized test.
The difficulty of having to teach copious amounts of information is that it can give rise to
the problem of coverage. Teachers feel they must cover massive amounts of material so
their students will do well on the standardized test at the end of the school year. This
leaves little time for engaging the students in higher level critical thinking instruction. In
addition, in an effort to cover the standards, teachers rely on traditional methods of
instruction that bore the students and cause negative attitudes toward social studies
classes.

A study was conducted at a southeastern middle school. The students were given a
pretest and posttest of the CM3II+ measuring student dispositions toward critical
thinking. A pretest and a posttest of a researcher-created survey measuring student
dispositions toward their social studies classes were also given. Between the pre and
posttests, a 12-week course of inquiry was inserted into the normal course of study. In
addition, the study sought to determine if there was a correlation between dispositions
toward critical thinking and dispositions toward social studies classes.

The purpose of this study was to determine what affect a 12-week course of inquiry
would have on eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical thinking and their history
classes and whether there was a correlation between the two.

While the quantitative research did not support the researcher’s anticipated outcomes, it
did reinforce previous studies that found that strengthening dispositions takes a
substantial amount of time. In addition, the qualitative research showed that student
dispositions toward their social studies class were strengthened while students were
actively engaged with the material and practicing historical thinking. This study builds
on previous studies and its results warrant future investigation.

v



Table of Contents

Page
Chapter 1: INtrodUCTION .......eieiiieeciie ettt e ee e et eetae e saae e sareeessseeesnseeennns 1
Statement of the Problem ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1
Purpose of the STUAY .....oeeeeeiieiece e e et 2
Background and Significance of the Problem ...........ccccoeoieiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiecieeeeee e, 4
Definition Of TEIMIS ...ccvvieeiiieiiie et e e eetae e et e e e raeessreeeeareeennns 9
SUMMATY ..eieiiiiieeie ettt e et e ettt e et e e estteessbbeeesbeeeensteesnseeennseeennnes 10
Chapter 2: LIiterature REVIEW .......cc.eieiiiieiiii ettt ettt evee e v e e sree e 12
INEEOAUCLION ..t sttt b ettt sae e 12
Critical TRINKING ....oeeeviieeiie ettt e e e stae e st e e s aeeesssaeesabaeessseeessseeesnseeenns 13
The Importance of Critical ThinKing .........c.cccveeeiiiiiiiiienieeiiee e 18
The Teaching of Critical ThInkKing ........ccccoceriiiriiiiniiieeeee e 22
Critical Thinking DiSPOSITIONS ........cccuieriieiiiieriieeiieriieeieeriee et esieeesteeseeeeseessaeeseessseanseenens 23
Elements of Critical Thinking DiSPOSIIONS .......ccccecuerieriienierienieiieieneeie et 24
Improving Critical Thinking Dispositions Using Specific Instructional Methods............. 27
Problems with Critical Thinking Instruction in Secondary History Classes ..................... 41
The Importance of Encouraging Historical Thinking............ccccocevviiniieiiieniiiiienieeieenne, 46
Inquiry and Disposition to Use Critical Thinking SKills ..........cccooiiiiniiiininiiinie 49
Chapter 3: MethOdOIOZY .....cc.eeviiiiiiiiieiieeie ettt ettt saeebaeseaeeebee e 52
INETOAUCTION. ...eeiiiieeiiee e ettt e et e et e e e ta e e s sbaeeesseeessseesssaeesnsaeensseeas 52
PaTtICIPANES.......eiiiiiieiiecie ettt et ettt e et eete e et e et e e s sbeesbeesabeenseeesbeensaeenseenseennns 53
INSEIUIMENLS......eiiieiiiie et e e et e e et e e e e abaeeeesseteeeeesnsaeeeeensaeeesnnnnns 54
PrOCEAUIES ...ttt sttt et sa et 58
330V 21 5 o) o SO PRSPPI 60
Chapter 4: RESUILS ....cociiieiiieecie ettt ettt e e et e e s eesnree e s beeesnbaeenns 63
INEEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt e et e st e et eeeneeenbeenees 63
Quantitative RESUILS .......ooiiiiiiiiiccee e et e 64
Research QUESTION 1 ......oiiiuiiiiiiieiiee ettt et e e e te e e e e e earae e e aeeesaraeenes 64
Research QUESTION 2 .......oiiiiiiiiecceee e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e aeaeas 70
Research QUESTION 3 .. ...ooieiiiiiie et ettt e et e e et e e e e e e s araeesnneeesareeenes 73
Qualitative RESUILS ........vviiieiiecee e et e 78
SUMMATY <.t ettt et e ettt e ettt e e bt e e s bt e e e bt e e sabteesabeeenabeeenanes 80
Chapter 5: DISCUSSION ...eeevuiiieiiieeiiieeiieeesieeesteeerteeesteeestaeesseeesaseeasseeessseeesssneesseeessseeens 82
INEEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt e et e st eenbeeeneeenbeenees 82
ANLICIPALEd OULCOMES. ... .uvieeiiieeiiieeiiee et e este e e te e e eeeeeteeesbeeesaaeeesabeeessseeessseeensseeennseeennns 83
Methodological IMPlICAtIONS .......ecueieiieiiieiieeie ettt 85
RESCATCH DESIN.......uiiiiiiiiiiiie e et e et e e e e e et e e e saaeeebeeeenreeenns 85
Threats to Internal Validity .........coociiiiiiiiiiiieieceee et 86
Threats to External Validity.........cccveriiiiiiiiiiie et 89
Pedagogical IMPlICALIONS ........eeviiiiieiieeie ettt ettt et 92
Implementation of @ Course of INQUITY ........coooiiiriiiiiiiieecee e 93
Group or Individual INQUITY ....cc.eiiiiiiiiiiiiecie e e 94
Theoretical IMPIICAIONS ......cccviieiiieeiieeiiee ettt e e e e sae e e s aeeesnreeenes 97
LAMIALIONS ..uvtiiieiiieieeieeit ettt ettt et b et sttt ettt be bt et e sbeeaeeanes 102
RecOMMENAAIONS......ootiiiiiiiiiie ettt 105



RETEICIICES ...ttt ettt ettt et e et st eaeeas 108
Appendices
A Researcher-Created Survey Measuring Eighth-Grade Student Dispositions

tOWArd HiStOTY CIASSES ....c.vieviiriiieiieiie ettt ettt saee e 121
B Correspondence with Insight Assessment Regarding Use of CM3I1+

SaMPIe QUESTIONS. ....ecuvieiieeiieiieeieeiee ettt ete et et e et e eabeebeeesbeeseessaeesseessseenseas 125
Tables
1 Five-Scale Scores and Explanations as Reported by the California Measure of

Mental Motivation I ..o 55
2 Internal Consistency Scores of Each Attribute Domain (Scale Score) of the

CM3II+ Test using the Chronbach’s Alpha Measure..........ccccceeecvveeecvieencvieenneeens 56
3 Research Question, Type of Data Collection Used and Instrument of Measure

FOT BACK ot e 58
4 Results of a Paired-Samples ¢ Test for Mental Focus ..........ccccoevvieviiniieieenieenen. 66
5 Results of a Paired-Samples ¢ Test for Creative Problem Solving .........c..c..c...... 67
6 Results of a Paired-Samples ¢ Test for Learning Orientation .............cccceeeeevnnne. 68
7 Results of a Paired-Samples ¢ Test and Descriptive Statistics for Cognitive

INECEITLY veeeereeiieeie ettt ettt ettt e s b e et e e s b e esseessbeebeeeaaeenbeensbeennaas 69
8 Results of a Paired-Samples ¢ Test and Descriptive Statistics for Scholarly

RIZOT oottt ettt ettt e et e e s b e e e e sbeebeeeabeenreennreenneas 70
9 Results of an Independent ¢ Test for Traditional Methods of Teaching

HISTOTY 1ttt ettt ettt et e s b e ebeesaaeenseessaeeaseeesseenseensseenneas 71
10 Results of an Independent 7 Test and Descriptive Statistics for Critical

Thinking Methods of INStrUCLION .........cceeviieriieiiieiie et 72
11 Results of an Independent ¢ Test for Dispositions/Attitudes Toward

HIStOTY CLASS .nvtiieiiie ettt ettt tee e et e e st e e sebeeesnseeennnee s 72
12 Pearson’s Product Moment Correlations for CM3II+ Scholarly Rigor

Scale Pretest and Researcher-Created Survey for Attitude toward

History Class Scale Pretest .......coouoviiiiiiniiiinienieieeteeeeeeteneeeee e 75
13 Pearson’s Product Moment Correlations for CM31I+ Scholarly Rigor

Scale Posttest and Researcher-Created Survey for Attitude toward

History Class Scale POSEEESt ........cccviieiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeere e 77
14 Pretest Researcher-Created Survey Questions 1-10 and Percentage of

Student RESPONSES .......eevviieiiiiiiiiieeiie ettt et e e saee e aeeeenns 99
Figures
1 Last Four Questions from Researcher-Created Survey Measuring Eighth-

Grade Student Attitudes/Dispositions toward History Class..........cccceveeveeiennnnne 74
2 Scatterplot Showing No Correlation between CM31I+ Pretest Scores for

Scholarly Rigor and Researcher-Created Pretest Scores for Attitudes or

Dispositions toward HiStory ClIass .........cccccuieeiieieiiieniieeeieeceeeeee e 76
3 Scatterplot Showing No Correlation between CM3II+ Posttest Scores for

Scholarly Rigor and Researcher-Created Posttest Scores for Attitudes or
Dispositions toward HiStory Class...........covererieriiieniienienieeienieseceeeeseeeee s 78

vi



Chapter 1: Introduction
Statement of the Problem

Despite a recent emphasis on instruction that utilizes higher level critical thinking
skills in middle schools, too many history teachers rely primarily on rote memorization
due to state standards that place an emphasis on teaching to a multiple choice
standardized test (Cutler, 2014b; Eamon, 2006; Edmonds, Hull, Janik, & Rylance, 2005;
Kelly & VanSledright, 2001; Sample, 2011; Savich, 2008). Marzano (2003) found that a
typical k-12 school system’s standards contain 3,093 benchmarks. Marzano estimated
that 9,042 hours of instructional time are available to cover these, yet it is also estimated
that 15,465 hours of instructional time would be needed to cover the benchmarks.
According to Martin and Wineburg (2008), 48 states and the District of Columbia have
established academic standards that address academic achievement in history. Document
lengths vary in size. Some state standards contain as little as three (Wisconsin), five
(Connecticut), and 11 pages (Montana). The problem lies with those states that contain
large amounts of information such as Virginia (580 pages), Nevada (376), and
Mississippi (301). Nearly half of the states use these documents in order to inform state
assessments of history and social studies (Martin & Wineburg, 2008).

The difficulty of having to teach copious amounts of information is that it can
give rise to the problem of coverage. Teachers feel they must cover massive amounts of
material so their students will do well on the standardized test at the end of the school
year (Doolittle, Hicks, & Ewing, 2005; Harris, Smith, & Harris, 2011; Hicks, Carroll,
Doolittle, Lee, & Oliver, 2004; King, Newmann, & Carmichael, 2009; Martin &
Wineburg, 2008; Nosich, 2005; Stoskopf, 2001). Sample (2011) explained that enduring

understandings or what we want students to deeply understand about a course of study



can become lost by the need to cover substantial amounts of material. Traditional
methods of teaching history may solve the problem of coverage but do not encourage
students to think beyond knowledge level, causing negative attitudes among students
toward history classes and inhibiting their dispositions toward critical thinking (Cutler,
2014b; Doolittle et al., 2005; Harris et al., 2011; Kelly & VanSledright, 2001; King et al.,
2009; Martin & Wineburg, 2008; Stoskopf, 2001). Dispositions, as defined by Leader
and Middleton (2004), are predilections, tendencies, or attitudes toward critical thinking
as opposed to ability.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to discover what affect a course of inquiry will
have on eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical thinking and dispositions toward
their history classes. The purpose of the study rests upon three research questions.

1. Is there a difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical

thinking after exposure to inquiry method teaching?

2. Isthere a difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward their social

studies classes after exposure to inquiry method teaching?

3. Is there a correlation between dispositions toward critical thinking and

dispositions or attitudes toward the students’ social studies class?

A sample group of 50 eighth-grade students received direct instruction consisting
of textbook reading and related activities, note taking, and lecture. In addition to these
traditional methods of social studies instruction, the students engaged in inquiry-based
lessons over a 12-week period.

Lazar (2011) and Lesh (2011) described the inquiry method of instruction as

using independent and group research as a means to solve an historical problem or



answer an historical question. Lazar identified two competing tasks that history teachers
must perform: equipping students with a degree of cultural literacy while at the same time
ensuring that students gain the skills and knowledge necessary to be critical thinkers.
Lazar concluded that the best model available to perform these competing tasks is the
inquiry model. Lazar then identified the elements of the inquiry model as carefully
crafting questions, student engagement in examining the evidence, moving on to more
nuanced questions, navigating myths with the inquiry approach, identifying helpful
resources, and preparing students to be critical thinkers.

This method of instruction is also encouraged by the Stanford History Education
Group (2006), which offers lessons that draw upon familiar, real-life situations to help
students understand historical thinking and prepare them to engage in inquiry using
primary and secondary sources. According to the Stanford History Education Group,
their lessons “engage students in historical inquiry. Each lesson revolves around a central
historical question and features sets of primary documents designed for groups of
students with diverse reading skills and abilities” (para. 1). Stanford History Education
Group maintains a website that provides inquiry lessons for American and world history
called “Reading Like an Historian.” These lessons are utilized for the inquiry instruction
component of this study.

Critical thinking dispositions were measured using the California Measure of
Mental Motivation (Giancarlo, Blohm, & Urdan, 2004) developed to measure
dispositions among elementary and secondary level students. At the conclusion of the
study, it will be determined whether frequent use of inquiry lessons, in addition to direct
instruction, can improve student attitudes toward social studies class. Can it help

diminish student reliance upon having the answers supplied to them for the purpose of



memorization and instead increase their dispositions toward critical thinking?
Background and Significance of the Problem

In a study measuring elementary and high school student dispositions toward
social studies, Schug, Todd, and Beery (1982) found that students were mostly
ambivalent toward social studies, emphasizing the idea that social studies classes were
neither unique nor enjoyable. In addition, students cited a lack of variety of instructional
methods and a need for more independent projects. Since that study, according to Zhao
and Hoge (2005), similar studies have found that many students find the instruction of
history as boring and useless with students preferring other subjects and having negative
attitudes or dispositions toward social studies.

In an interview, Sam Wineburg cited a national survey which found that when
1,500 Americans were asked to pick one word or phrase to describe their elementary or
high school history classes, “boring” was the most frequent answer. Wineburg attributed
this negative disposition toward history classes to “bland textbooks stuffed with dry facts
that dominate instruction in today’s high schools” (Trei, 2004, “Boring Classes,” para. 2).
Reliance on textbooks and other traditional methods of instruction can be attributed to
teacher attempts to cover material. According to Doolittle et al. (2005), “covering
material is often the result of teachers feeling pressured to prepare students for year-end
assessments” (para. 3). The pressure of covering the standards is exacerbated by the
large amount of material, leaving little time for any type of in-depth examination of any
particular topic (Stoskopf, 2001). Coverage-oriented survey courses, prevalent in public
schools, that do not encourage students to do and think give rise to tedium (Calder, 2006).

In 1956, Benjamin S. Bloom (1984) published one of the first systematic

classifications of thinking, which identified three domains of educational activity. The



first, known as the Cognitive Domain, involved the development of intellectual skill and
included a multi-tiered taxonomy of six educational goals including knowledge,
comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. The taxonomy required
achievement of the prior skill or ability before the next and more complex one could be
achieved (Forehand, 2005). According to Tankersley (2005),
Bloom’s Taxonomy is widely taught in teacher preparation courses yet many
teachers seldom challenge students beyond the lowest two levels of
comprehension, and most 21st century jobs require employees to use the four
highest levels of thinking—application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation—this
is unacceptable in today’s instructional programs. We must expect students to
operate routinely at the higher levels of thinking. (p. 148)
The lack of challenging instruction that encourages students to think beyond
knowledge and comprehension levels has implications for the future. Many
students graduating from our public schools lack the ability to think critically
upon entering college and/or the work force (Achieve Inc., 2005; Arum & Roksa,
2011; Toland, 2011;
Wagner, 2008). Wagner (2008) revealed that only about one third of U.S. high school
students graduate ready for college, and the rates are lower for poor and minority
students. Furthermore, 40% of all students who enter college must take remedial courses.
In addition, 65% of college professors report that what is taught in high school does not
prepare students for college. Wagner explained that the reason for this is the tests that
students take in high school for accountability purposes only measure knowledge-level
ability and are primarily multiple-choice questions that rarely ask students to explain their

reasoning or apply their knowledge. Wagner also cited a recent work-readiness survey of



more than 400 employers in which less than a quarter reported that their new employees
with 4-year college degrees had “excellent” basic knowledge and applied skills. Wagner
made the argument that it is increasingly difficult for the United States to lead in the
global economy when many students are graduating from high school and college
unprepared for the working world.

Of Wagner’s (2008) list of seven survival skills, the first of these are critical
thinking and problem solving. To meet the challenge of teaching critical thinking and
problem-solving skills, public schools have renewed their efforts to implement higher
level thinking instruction. The calls for implementation of standards that measure higher
level thinking skills have led many to encourage the nationwide acceptance of the
Common Core standards. These standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the
real world and reflect the knowledge and skills that young people need for success in
college and careers (Common Core State Standards Initiative, 2012).

Despite some renewed efforts to implement higher level thinking skills in our
public schools, Kohn (2000) believed that standardized testing continues to be utilized in
our public schools at a rate that is unprecedented in history, despite the fact that
standardized tests tend to measure the temporary acquisition of facts and skills. This
includes the skill of test taking itself, more than genuine understanding. Contrary to a
more genuine understanding, students have been largely conditioned up to the present to
expect instruction of history as a more traditional process of relying solely on rote
memorization of facts and not in a more heuristic fashion (Fischer, 2010; Waring, 2012).

Lesh (2011), a high school teacher and department chair in Reistertown,
Maryland, wrote of his initial experience teaching history:

Despite my best effort, the initial experience teaching history to high school



students was frustrating. What I found in the classroom was that my students

generally did not share the same feelings about the utility of the past, nor did they

sense a connection between the course and their goals for the future. For my
students in 1993, just as for “Natalie” (a current student) in 2009, history was an
exercise in memorization and something akin to a rite of passage necessary to
proceed to the next grade. The order of the presidents, the names of state capitals
and treaties- these and other facts constituted the whole of history for my students.

“Just tell me what I need to know for the test” was a refrain I heard frequently

during my first year of teaching.” (pp. 8-9)

For students to improve dispositions toward critical thinking in social studies,
they must become “doers” of history (Burenheide, 2007; Eamon, 2006; Hicks et al.,
2004; Martin & Wineburg, 2008). Teachers must balance their instructional methods of
“sit and get” and rote memorization with historiography, the active exploration of
historical topics and issues (Bass & Good, 2004; Ciciora, 2009; Kek, Yih, & Huijser,
2011). According to Edmonds et al. (2005), “history has traditionally been taught not as
a practice in which students engage but rather as a collection of data they master” (p. 4).
Eamon (2006) stated, “using primary and secondary sources in the teaching of history
transcends the rote learning of facts and figures” (p. 1).

Realizing that traditional methods of instruction that rely almost exclusively on
rote memorization have had a negative effect on student attitudes and dispositions toward
history classes, more interactive, student-centered teaching methods are needed (Maloy &
LaRoche, 2010). According to Lesh (2011), the traditional methods of rote memorization
and direct instruction bore students and give them a negative attitude toward history

class, yet the students are comfortable with this method because it largely provides them



with the answers. Brenda Trofanenko, a professor of curriculum and instruction in the
College of Education at the University of Illinois, stated,

American’s historical apathy is also an indictment of the way history is taught in

grades K-12. Teaching history by rote, having students memorize historical dates

and then testing them on how well they can regurgitate that data on a test, is a

pedagogical method guaranteed to get students to tune out and add to our

collective civic and historical cluelessness. I agree that there should be a base
knowledge that students need to know about their country and their community
affiliations, but its relevance lies not just in knowing historical fact but being able
to see what can be gleaned from historical inquiry, including cause and effect,

progress and decline, and historical significance. (Ciciora, 2009, pp. 1-2)

The school included in this study is a medium sized, southeastern middle school.
It serves a diverse student body with a variety of ability and socioeconomic levels. This
school was recently visited by a Making Middle Grades Work team that issued a report
that found that the school in question needs to do more to implement higher level
thinking skills overall and in its history classes.

The Team visited the school for 2 days and conducted interviews and classroom
observations. They found that the school needed to improve classroom practices that
engage students in their learning; and upon future visits, they want to see more high-level
teaching strategies being employed (Southern Regional Education Board, 2012). Of 76
observations conducted during the visit, only 13 lessons or 17% observed displayed high
rigor (Southern Regional Education Board, 2012). According to P. Costello, (personal
communication, March 16, 2011), Making Middle Grades Work defined a lesson

displaying high rigor as “those that make use of higher level thinking skills.” The same



report stated that of 14 observational visits made to social studies classes at the school
included in this study, four classes were observed being engaged in low rigor lessons.
Seven were engaged in lessons labeled as medium rigor, and only three were observed
engaging in lessons considered to be of high rigor (Southern Regional Education Board,
2012). In addition, teachers were told prior to the team visit to plan lessons that
encourage high rigor or higher order thinking skills. One might conclude that had
teachers not been told this, the number would have been significantly lower, with the
conclusion being that there needs to be more rigorous lessons on a daily basis. Based on
this study (Southern Regional Education Board, 2012), higher rigor lessons, those that
engage students in higher level thinking skills, need to be implemented in social studies
classes at this school.

Definition of Terms

Rigor. Refers to lessons that are considered “high rigor” and require the use of
higher level thinking skills.

Inquiry method. An instructional method that requires the instructor to create a
question that students answer by pointing to factual evidence that the students uncover
through individual and cooperative research.

Critical thinking. Critical thinking is defined as the ability to solve problems
and think at a higher level such as the application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation
levels of Bloom’s taxonomy.

Direct instruction. Direct instruction is the teaching of an objective using lecture
or demonstration of the material rather than exploratory methods such as the inquiry
method. For the purpose of this study, direct instruction will consist of traditional

methods of instruction such as lecture, textbook work, and note taking.
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Dispositions. Dispositions are defined as “predilections, tendencies or attitudes”
toward critical thinking or social studies classes” (Leader & Middleton, 2004, p. 1).
Summary

Due to state standards that emphasize multiple choice standardized tests, too
many history teachers rely on teaching methods that utilize rote memorization as opposed
to higher level critical thinking skills (Cutler, 2014b; Eamon, 2006; Edmonds et al., 2005;
Kelly & VanSledright, 2001; Leader & Middleton, 2004; Sample, 2011; Savich, 2008).
In some cases, states have too many standards or the standards contain massive amounts
of information, compelling teachers to try and cover the material to ensure that their
students score well on standardized tests (Carlson, 2011; Doolittle et al., 2005; Harris et
al., 2011; King et al., 2009; Martin & Wineburg; 2008; Nosich, 2005; Stoskopf, 2001).
This type of instruction does little to contribute to the student’s “enduring
understandings” or what we want them to know (Sample, 2011).

The dispositions of middle school students toward social studies classes range
from ambivalent to negative due to boredom (Schug et al., 1982; Zhao & Hoge, 2005).
Culpability for these negative dispositions lies with coverage due to standardized testing
(Doolittle et al., 2005). Coverage and traditional methods of instruction such as rote
memorization also contribute to negative dispositions toward critical thinking (Leader &
Middleton, 2004). Furthermore, the lack of encouragement of students to think beyond
the knowledge and comprehension levels of Bloom’s taxonomy (Bloom, 1984) have led
to an inability of public school students to think critically upon entering college and/or
the work force (Wagner, 2008).

Martin and Wineburg (2008) stressed that for students to improve their

dispositions toward history and critical thinking, they must become historians in the



classroom. One method that encourages students to become historians by having them
answer historical questions and solve historical problems is the inquiry method (Lazar,

2011).
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Chapter 2: Literature Review
Introduction

Prior to exploring student dispositions toward critical thinking in the classroom
and student dispositions toward social studies classes, a brief investigation of the nature
of critical thinking will first be undertaken. This element of the review of the literature
will focus on a definition of critical thinking, including a brief history and discussion of
the components of critical thinking: ability and dispositions.

The broader discussion of critical thinking having been narrowed to dispositions
exclusively; the difference between critical thinking ability and dispositions will be
clearly delineated. The research question asking whether or not critical thinking
dispositions can be improved by utilizing a specific instructional method will be
reviewed. Though there seems to be a gap in the literature regarding whether or not
middle school students specifically, and middle school history students in particular, can
improve their dispositions to think critically, there are a myriad of studies to be analyzed
researching elementary, high school, and college students. These studies provide
valuable insight into answering this research question.

In order to analyze the second research question that asks whether or not student
attitudes toward social studies classes can be improved using the instructional method of
inquiry, one must investigate the predominant, traditional instructional methods widely
used in history classes that affect these attitudes. In addition to instructional methods,
some of the inherent challenges teachers face due to the structure of the public
educational system such as comprehensive standardized assessments and coverage must
be investigated and understood.

The last section of the review of the literature will conjoin the two research
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questions by focusing on the need for students to investigate history or to engage in
historiography and become historians in the classroom. In order to investigate history,
students were encouraged to engage in higher order thinking. Before they can do this
however, they must have a disposition to do so (Tishman, Jay, & Perkins, 1992). The
instructional method for use in this study was the method of historical inquiry. It is this
methodology that was used and tested to discern what the effect would be on student
dispositions toward critical thinking and their social studies classes. The review of the
literature concludes with an investigation of the challenges of using an inquiry-based
approach when teaching history.
Critical Thinking

It is beneficial for this study to investigate the history and beliefs of modern
proponents of critical thinking. Modern advocates of critical thinking often do not agree
on a universal definition of critical thinking. Many have taken the beliefs of earlier
scholars and expanded upon their previous ideas. By investigating these myriad of
definitions, we can gain a clear picture of the characteristics of critical thinking.

The modern critical thinking movement in the United States began with the
psychologist, philosopher, and educator John Dewey. Dewey (2012) placed an emphasis
on problem solving and defined the essence of thinking as maintaining a state of doubt
and carrying on systematic and protracted inquiry. Dewey further referred to critical
thinking as “reflective thought” and defined “reflective thinking” as

active, persistent, and careful consideration of any belief or supposed form of

knowledge in the light of the grounds that support it and the further conclusions to

which it tends includes a conscious and voluntary effort to establish belief upon a

firm basis of evidence and rationality. (p. 5)
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Dewey believed that reflective thinking is initiated when one is faced with a problem and
how to solve it. In order to solve the problem, the learner takes an active role in asking
his/her own questions and drawing his/her own conclusions during the process, while the
instructor takes a more passive role. In addition, Dewey believed that there were three
attitudes necessary to engage in critical thought: open-mindedness, responsibility, and
whole-heartedness. According to Fisher (2001), Dewey’s definition of critical thinking is
“essentially and active process — one in which you think things through for yourself, raise
questions yourself, find relevant information yourself, etc. rather than learning in a
largely passive way from someone else” (p. 2). Maloy and LaRoche (2010) believed that
this would seem to contradict the modern methods of teaching in some U.S. history
classes where questions and answers are often teacher driven.

Glaser (1941), the co-author of one of the most widely utilized critical thinking
tests, the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal, defined critical thinking as (a) an
attitude of being disposed to consider in a thoughtful way the problems and subjects that
come within the range of one’s experience, (b) knowledge of the methods of logical
inquiry and reasoning, and (c) some skill in applying those methods. In building upon
Dewey’s definition, Glaser introduced attitudes and dispositions. Glaser recognized that
critical thinking requires certain skills, but the thinker must be disposed to use these
skills. Thus, Glaser recognized that critical thinking consists of skills and dispositions.
Following this line of thinking, the logical assumption can be made that critical thinking
skills can be useless without first possessing an attitude or disposition to use the skills.

One of the most prolific writers concerning critical thinking for the past 40 years
and the co-author of the Cornell Critical Thinking Test, Robert Ennis, gives us one of the

most widely utilized definitions of critical thinking. Ennis (1991) defined critical



15

thinking as “reasonable, reflective thinking that is focused on deciding what to believe or
do” (Critical Thinking and Thinking section, para. 1). The emphasis on critical thinking
as being “reasonable” and “reflective” is in agreement with the former explanations, but
Ennis (1991) spoke of making a decision what to believe or do. In addition, Ennis (1991)
also emphasized the importance of dispositions as well as skills by providing a set of 14
specific taxonomies of critical thinking dispositions. He included being clear about the
intended meaning of what is said, written or communicated; determining and maintaining
focus on the conclusion or question; taking the total situation into account; seeking and
offering reasons; trying to be well informed; looking for alternatives; seeking as much
precision as the situation requires; trying to be reflectively aware of one’s own basic
beliefs; being open-minded, seriously considering other points of view and being willing
to consider changing one’s own position; withholding judgment when the evidence and
reasons are sufficient to do so; using one’s own critical thinking abilities; and being
careful and taking into account the thoughts and feelings of other people (Ennis, 1991).
Richard Paul (1992), Director of Research and Professional Development at the
Center for Critical Thinking and Chair of the National Council for Excellence in Critical
Thinking, felt that critical thinking can be defined in a number of ways consistent with
one another, therefore he does not place too much weight on any one definition; however,
given this reality, critical thing can be defined as “thinking about your thinking while
you’re thinking in order to make your thinking better” (p. 4). Two things about this
metacognitive definition are crucial: “(1) critical thinking is not just thinking but thinking
which entails self-improvement; and (2) this improvement comes from skill in using
standards by which one appropriately assesses thinking” (Paul, 1992, p. 4). The premise

of Paul’s definition is that thinking can be made perfect through the use of intellectual
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standards. Without these intellectual standards, thinking cannot be measured to ensure
whether or not it is disciplined and well thought out. Paul also believed that critical
thinking requires more than higher order skills and abilities. His concept of critical
thinking includes attitudes, dispositions, passions, or traits of mind.

Facione (1990) was one of 46 nationally recognized thinkers who participated in a
2-year qualitative study commissioned by the American Philosophical Association. He
published the findings of the study, commonly known as the “Delphi Report.” The
Delphi Report defined critical thinking as “purposeful, self-regulatory judgment which
results in interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference, as well as explanation of the
evidential, conceptual, methodological, criteriological, or contextual considerations upon
which that judgment is based” (Facione, 1990, p. 3). According to Facione, critical
thinking is essential as a tool of inquiry: “It combines developing critical thinking skills
with nurturing those dispositions which consistently yield useful insights and which are
the basis of a rational and democratic society” (p. 3). Like Paul (1992), the use of the
terms “purposeful” and “self-regulatory” allude to the idea of critical thinking as being a
metacognitive process. In addition to a definition of critical thinking, Facione and
Facione (1992) created a 75-item survey using a six point Likert scale that ranges from
“strongly agree” to strongly disagree” to measure critical thinking dispositions. In their
California Critical Thinking Dispositions Inventory (CCTDI), Facione and Facione
(1992) identified seven critical thinking subdispositions that include truth seeking, open-
mindedness, analyticity, systematicity, critical thinking, self-confidence, inquisitiveness,
and maturity.

Ennis (1991), Facione (1990), and Paul (1992) all interpreted critical thinking as

an active process that rejects the passive learning to which so many children in today’s
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schools are primarily subjected. In Facione and Facione’s (1992) description, they
include specific skills that mirror the higher levels of Bloom’s taxonomy. According to
Facione and Facione’s (1992) description, it is not enough to merely reach a conclusion;
but in order for the process to be considered critical thinking, one must be able to explain
the methods and evidence that lead students to a certain conclusion. Once again, as a
metacognitive process, students must understand the process of their own thinking.
Halpern (1998) cited Russell’s definition that critical thinking is “the use of those
cognitive skills and strategies that increase the probability of a desired outcome” (p. 8).
Halpern (1998) used critical thinking to describe thinking that is “purposeful, reasoned
and goal-directed and involves solving problems, formulating inferences, calculating
likelihoods, and making decisions” (p. 8). Like Ennis (1991), Facione (1990), and Paul
(1992), Halpern (2014) believed critical thinking is a metacognitive process, but she
expounded on the idea that when engaged in critical thinking, certain cognitive processes
should be used for different types of information. In addition to her definition of critical
thinking, Halpern (2014) proposed that critical thinkers exhibit the following dispositions
or attitudes: “willingness to plan, flexibility, persistence and the willingness to self-
correct, admit errors and change your mind when the evidence changes, being mindful
and consensus-seeking” (p. 20). Though these educators, researchers, and philosophers
have differently worded definitions and explanations of critical thinking, their various
conclusions converge to help better delineate the shared characteristics of critical
thinking. Critical thinking contains two components: skills and dispositions (Dewey,
2012; Ennis, 1991; Facione & Facione, 1992; Glaser, 1941; Halpern, 2014; Paul, 1992).
Critical thinking contains the element of problem solving (Dewey, 2012; Glaser, 1941;

Halpern, 2014). Critical thinking is metacognitive in that the thinker must think about
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his/her thinking, leading to improvement in an individual’s ability to think critically
(Facione, 1990; Facione & Facione, 1992; Facione, Facione, & Giancarlo, 1997; Halpern,
2014; Paul, 1992). Critical thinking involves inquiry (Dewey, 2012; Ennis, 1991;
Facione, 1990; Facione & Facione, 1992; Facione et al., 1997; Glaser, 1941; Halpern,
2014; Paul, 1992). Lastly, critical thinking emphasizes higher level thinking skills
(Dewey, 2012; Ennis, 1991; Facione, 1990; Facione & Facione, 1992; Facione et al.,
1997; Glaser, 1941; Halpern, 2014; Paul, 1992). All of these researchers emphasize self-
improvement through critical thinking that leads naturally to improvement for the greater
society (Dewey, 2012; Ennis, 1991; Facione, 1990; Facione & Facione, 1992; Glaser,
1941; Halpern, 2014; Paul, 1992).

The Importance of Critical Thinking

Though it is difficult to construct an official, universal definition of what critical
thinking is, based on the work of proponents we can determine that critical thinking is a
metacognitive process where one is disposed to use higher level thinking skills in order to
solve a problem or engage in inquiry to answer a question. Having made this
determination, we must ask ourselves whether critical thinking is important. What makes
critical thinking beneficial and what evidence is there that critical thinking skills are
needed in today’s schools and in the broader society?

Specifically, some research (Achieve Inc., 2005) suggests that our public school
students are graduating unprepared for college or a career. A study conducted by Peter
D. Hart Research Associates/Public Opinion Strategies for Achieve Inc. (2005), an
independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit education reform organization dedicated to working
with states to raise academic standards and graduation requirements, improve

assessments, and strengthen accountability, interviewed 1,487 public high school
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graduates from the classes of 2002, 2003, and 2004. The total sample comprised 861
students currently enrolled in 2- and 4-year colleges and 626 high school graduates not
currently enrolled in college, including 267 who had been enrolled in college but have
withdrawn. The total sample includes oversamples for a total of 303 African-Americans,
287 Hispanics, and 353 current college students who have taken a remedial course. From
December 10-16, 2004, they also interviewed 400 employers who make personnel
decisions including owners, CEOs, presidents, and human resources professionals. From
December 13, 2004 to January 5, 2005, they interviewed 300 instructors who teach first-
year students at 2- and 4-year colleges. Achieve Inc. found that 40% of the nation’s high
school graduates say they are inadequately prepared to deal with the demands of
employment and postsecondary education. The college instructors were the most critical
of public high schools. They estimated that over 40% of college students are not
adequately prepared by the education they received in high school to meet the overall
expectations of college. Conspicuously, with regard to critical thinking, large majorities
of instructors were dissatisfied with the job public schools are doing in preparing students
for college when it comes to their ability to read and comprehend complex materials
(70%). Majorities of instructors were dissatisfied with their students’ preparation in a
number of other areas including their ability to think analytically (66%), their work and
study habits (60%), their ability to do research (59%), and applying what they learn to
solve problems (55%). Large proportions of employers who were asked similar
questions regarding their satisfaction with the job that high school is doing preparing
graduates for a number of skills needed in the work force said they were dissatisfied with
graduates’ abilities to read and understand complicated materials (41%), to think

analytically (42%), and to apply what they learn to solve real-world problems (39%;
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Achieve Inc., 2005). All of the skills emphasized by the instructors and employers
require the ability to think at a higher level by engaging in critical thinking (Achieve Inc.,
2005).

A second study of more than 2,300 undergraduate college students from 24
schools that is highly critical of the ability of colleges and universities to challenge
students academically with more rigorous instruction found that 45% of the students “did
not demonstrate any significant improvement in learning during the first two years of
college” (Arum & Roska, 2011, para. 2; Toland, 2011, para. 1). Released by The Social
Science Research Council, the book Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on College
Campuses and the accompanying report found that colleges are not challenging students
academically (Arum & Roksa, 2011). Thirty-six percent of students demonstrated “no
significant gains in critical thinking, complex reasoning and written communication over
all four years of college” (Arum & Roksa, 2011, para. 2; Toland, 2011, para. 2). Half of
the students did not take a course requiring 20 pages of writing during their prior
semester. “One-third did not take a single course requiring even 40 pages of reading per
week” (Toland, 2011, para. 2). Based on these studies (Arum & Roksab, 2011; Toland,
2011), college instructors feel they are unable to go forward with higher level instruction
and instead must spend valuable time teaching remedial skills not mastered on the
secondary level of high school. Furthermore, many students in the study reported having
to take intermediate courses in college (Arum & Roksa, 2011; Toland, 2011).

These factors illustrate a need for more rigor in our public schools and colleges.
Blackburn and Williamson (2009) defined rigor as “creating an environment in which
each student is expected to learn at high levels, each student is supported so that he or she

can learn at high levels and each student demonstrates learning at high levels” (para. 3).
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Defining rigor in this fashion, by placing an emphasis on learning at high levels,
is synonymous with higher order or critical thinking. This lack of rigor or higher order
thinking instruction in our public schools and colleges leads to a lack of preparedness in
college and the work force (Achieve Inc., 2005; Arum & Roksa, 2011; Toland, 2011).

Success in the 21st century workforce requires proficiency in 21st century skills.
Twenty-first century skills can be defined as problem solving and interpersonal
communication skills or acquiring information from others. These skills are more in
demand today than basic skill sets (Levy & Murnane, 2005; Saavedra & Opfer, 2012;
Walser, 2008). Despite this, Wagner (2008) stated that we have education backwards by
emphasizing an information-based curriculum that places an emphasis on acquiring
information first and then acquiring skills second.

As an ancillary explanation for the importance of teaching critical thinking in our
public schools, colleges, and universities, Halpern (1998) believed that it is the sheer
amount of information at the disposal of anyone with computer access. The problem is
what is to be done with this considerable amount of information. According to Halpern
(1998),

information has to be selected, interpreted, digested, evaluated, learned and

applied or it is of no more use on a computer screen than it is on a library shelf. If

people cannot think intelligently about the myriad issues that confront them, then
they are in danger of having all the answers but still not knowing what the
answers mean. The dual abilities of knowing how to learn and knowing how to
think clearly about the rapidly proliferating information that they will be required

to deal with will provide the best education for citizens in the 21st century. (p.

450)
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The Teaching of Critical Thinking

Is it possible to teach critical thinking? If so, how should this instruction be
given? If critical thinking cannot be taught, then it is an inherent skill that we are or are
not born with and any discussion concerning whether we should teach higher level
thinking skills becomes pointless. A variety of theories have been forwarded and studies
conducted involving whether or not certain types of instruction can increase a student’s
ability to think critically and what form that instruction should take. These studies
contain varying opinions and results.

According to Ennis (1989), there are four approaches to fostering thinking and
understanding in students. These approaches include the stand-alone approach or general
approach, the infusion or embedding approach, the immersion approach, and the mixed
approach. The stand-alone approach advocates teaching a set of thinking skills separate
from subject matter content. The primary goal of this explicit method is to improve
student abilities to process information. Advocates of the stand-alone approach include
Nickerson, Perkins, and Smith (1985) and Kruse and Presseisen (1987). The infusion
approach imbeds thinking skills into the regular curriculum. Proponents of this approach
include Resnick (1987), Dewey and Bento (2009), and Davies (2006). With the
immersion approach, the principles of good thinking are not made explicit (Ennis, 1989).
Advocates of this approach include Warren, Memory, and Bollinger (2004) and McPeck
(1981). The mixed approach to fostering critical thinking consists of an amalgamation of
the stand-alone approach and the infusion approach or the emersion approaches. The
students are engaged in subject-specific critical thinking instruction while at the same
time receiving instruction in the general principals of critical thinking (Abrami et al.,

2008; Ennis, 1989). Advocates of this approach, which uses explicit and implicit
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instruction of critical thinking, are Facione (1990); Kennedy, Fisher, and Ennis (1991);
and Paul (1992).
Critical Thinking Dispositions

Can students be taught to think critically if they do not first possess the
disposition to do so? Dispositions are attitudes and an attitude can be defined as “a
disposition or readiness for some kind of action” (Gagne, 1977, p. 236). Critical thinking
has a dispositional or attitudinal component known as attitudes, dispositions, passions,
and traits of mind that a learner possesses (Paul & Nosich, 1992). This readiness to think
(or not) or dispositional dimension of critical thought has gained in importance recently,
yet the idea of critical thinking dispositions is not a new one.

Dewey (2012) recognized the importance of dispositions by referring to a
student’s habits, attitudes, and interests and went so far as to claim that these traits were
being overlooked yet were more important than skills and knowledge. Liu (2006)
defined dispositions toward critical thinking as “tendencies that motivate one to practice
and apply critical thinking skills” (p. 1). These attitudes are in essence a second
component of thinking critically and very well may be the most important. Mathews and
Lowe (2011) propagated the viewpoint that it is the sensitivity and inclination to question
and seek dissenting views that are at the core of a disposition for critical thinking.
Despite the various, specific definitions of dispositions, almost all scholars in the field of
critical thinking agree that it would be useless to learn critical thinking skills and then fail
to use those skills because one does not have a disposition or inclination to do so (Center
for Comprehensive School Reform, 2005; Giancarlo et al., 2004; Liu, 2006; Tishman et
al., 1992; Walker, 2005).

In summary, a person with good critical thinking skills uses those skills when
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faced with a problem to solve, ideas to evaluate, or decisions to make (Athman, Monroe,
& Monroe, 2006; Facione et al., 1997). The skills are worthless if left unused, and a
focus on critical thinking should include dispositions and not cognitive skills exclusively
(Giancarlo & Facione, 2001; Giancarlo et al., 2004; Liu, 2006; Tishman et al., 1992).
Elements of Critical Thinking Disposition

Philosophers, educators, and researchers agree on the importance of the
component of critical thinking known as attitudes or dispositions; however, they offer a
myriad of traits or characteristics that a critical thinker possesses as varied as the
definition of critical thinking.

Marzano, Pickering, and McTighe (1993) identified dispositions as “habits of
mind” (p. 3) in their five Dimensions of Learning. These are habits used by critical,
creative, and self-regulated thinkers. The fifth dimension is labeled “Productive Habits
of Mind” (Marzano et al., 1993, p. 3). Marzano et al. made the claim that perhaps this is
the most important dimension because developing mental habits that will enable
individuals to learn on their own, whatever they want or need to know at any point in
their lives, is probably the most important educational goal. These “habits of mind”
include being clear and seeking clarity, being open-minded, restraining impulsivity, being
aware of your own thinking, evaluating the effectiveness of your actions, pushing the
limits of your knowledge and abilities, and engaging intensely in tasks even when
answers or solutions are not immediately apparent (Marzano et al., 1993).

Gagne (1977) defined attitudes as dispositions or readiness for some kind of
action. Given this description, attitudes and dispositions are closely related if not
identical. Fazio (1990) submitted that attitudes are either spontaneous or deliberate.

Spontaneous attitudes are activated by memory by an attitude-inducing object, while
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deliberate processing takes place through careful examination and analysis. This Mode
Model identifies opportunity and motivation as the catalyst that will determine which of
the two processes will occur. Fazio (1995) identified five important attitude-
strengthening elements including “direct experience, sensory experience, emotional
reaction, freely chosen behavior, and attitude rehearsal” (p. 247).

Perkins, Jay, and Tishman (1993) outlined three elements that comprise
dispositions: “abilities refer to the skills and capabilities needed to perform the behavior,
sensitivities refers to an alertness to appropriate occasions for engaging in the behavior
and inclinations that refer to the tendency to behave in a certain way” (p. 4). In addition
to the elements that comprise dispositions, the authors included seven specific thinking
dispositions. The first disposition is to be broad and adventurous. This disposition refers
to “being open-minded and able to identify close-minded thinking” (Perkins et al., 1993,
p. 7). The disposition toward sustained intellectual curiosity includes “a zeal for inquiry,
identifying problems, being alert for anomalies, close observation and being able to
formulate questions” (Perkins et al., 1993, p. 7). The disposition to clarify and seek
understanding refers to “a desire for clear understanding, seeking clarification and
connections and a need for focus” (Perkins et al., 1993, p.7). The disposition to be
planful and strategic pertains to “goal setting and the execution of plans” (Perkins et al.,
1993, p. 8). The disposition to be intellectually careful applies to “being precise,
organized and thorough, alert to errors and inaccuracies” (Perkins et al., 1993, p. 8). The
disposition to seek and evaluate reasons touches upon the “ability to question given
information, demand justification and being alert to the need for evidence” (Perkins et al.,
1993, p. 8). Last, the disposition be metacognitive refers to “being aware of and able to

monitor one’s own thinking and be reflective” (Perkins et al., 1993, p. 8). Ritchart (2014)



26

closely equated dispositions with emotions. It is his submission that if we are serious
about promoting critical thinking skills in the classroom, we cannot ignore the role of
emotions. Ritchart believed that our initial emotional reactions must be recognized and
controlled to develop dispositions, attitudes, and habits. Ritchart quoted Goleman
(1995), stating that the “first read of a situation is always centered on emotions, feelings
and attitudes” (p. 1). Emotions lay the groundwork for the thinking that is soon to take
place (Goleman, 1995); and it is this initial emotional reaction that prohibits students
from using the critical thinking skills that the students have been taught and, as a result,
more attention needs to be paid to the development of thinking attitudes and dispositions
(Ritchart, 2014). Goleman further explained that in order to harness the power of
emotion, we must first recognize the immediate emotional response and be aware that
this is simply an emotion-based first response. Though the initial emotional reaction may
not be negative or unproductive, it still warrants consideration and review. Ritchart
stated, “we must develop an awareness of opportunities for effective thinking” (p. 4).
This requires us to develop sensitivity to occasions to think critically (Perkins et al.,
1993). Perkins et al. believed that when we are sensitive to occasions for thinking, we
see beyond our emotional reaction to a situation. Ritchart explained that there are two
components to sensitivity: the first is an awareness of when and where the thinking
around a situation is becoming slovenly or narrow. The second component is to identify
what kind of thinking might be useful and more productive in a situation. The last
approach in harnessing the power of emotion, according to Ritchart, is to act your way
into a new way of thinking. This means that we must develop certain habits or patterns
of action that will incline us toward certain behaviors in the future.

Tishman and Andrade (1999) emphasized that dispositions are both positive and
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negative and both contribute to overall thinking performance. On the positive side, one
might be disposed toward fair and open-minded intellectual behavior; and on the negative
side, one might be disposed toward biased and one-sided thinking. Most of the work
being done in the field focuses on the productive thinking dispositions, those dispositions
that contribute to and characterize high-level critical and creative thought (Tishman &
Andrade, 1999). There must be an emphasis placed on negative dispositions as well,
because it is the negative attitudes and dispositions that can hinder productive high-level
critical thinking (Giancarlo et al., 2004; Liu, 2006; Tishman et al., 1992). In order to
ensure that students are thinking critically in the classroom, one must investigate whether
or not dispositions can be improved or made more positive.
Improving Critical Thinking Dispositions Using Specific Instructional Methods

The first research question to be investigated in this study was whether or not
there is a difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical thinking after
exposure to inquiry method teaching. There is a gap in the literature concerning inquiry
specifically; however, there are studies that investigate the question of whether or not
specific instructional methods can improve dispositions. These often include an inquiry
component.

A longitudinal study of five classes of community college students conducted by
Bers, McGowan, and Rubin (1996) sought to investigate the extent to which disposition
and academic success are related. The CCTDI was administered pre and posttest. The
study experienced mixed results regarding whether or not academic success and
dispositions were related. Based on this study, it is still unclear; however, findings
suggested that some critical thinking dispositions could be improved using particular

instructional methods. The study was inconsistent, with some subscale scores showing
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improvement or slight improvement while other subscale scores showed no improvement
or regression. The data suggest that the degree to which the students change their
disposition to think critically over a semester is minimal; however, there was quite a bit
of movement illustrated by both gains and losses in different subscales. These mixed,
inconsistent findings could be explained by the time factor. The authors question the
extent to which dispositional changes of any sort are reasonable over a period as short as
16 weeks. Little attention was given to exactly what types of classroom instruction were
given during the course of the study. There is a reference to “analytical inquiry” but no
details as to what exactly that inquiry entails. In summary, the results of this study are
inconclusive as to whether a certain instructional strategy can improve dispositions;
however, it does suggest that certain dispositions are more easily improved than others.
A study conducted by Durr, Lahart, and Maas (1999) investigated the efficacy of
utilizing an explicit instructional approach to help develop and improve critical thinking
skills in high school math and social studies students. Data were collected from parent,
teacher, and student surveys and the Cornel Critical Thinking Test Level X. This test
was given as a pretest and was used to illustrate the student’s lack of critical thinking
skills. Various interventions were used, including an inquiry component where the
students were engaged in problem solving and interpreting points of view for 5 months
prior to giving the Cornel Critical Thinking Test Level X as a posttest to measure student
improvement. Results of the study were mixed. The interventions implemented
appeared to have little effect on critical thinking skills; however, there was some
improvement shown in student dispositions to think critically. Improvement was
observed in student perseverance when faced with challenging problems. Students were

observed increasing their time reading and asking for clarification of directions before
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starting a task. Other evidence of improved dispositions included an increased
willingness to listen to other points of view and an increase in willingness to take risks
and ask questions, in some cases higher level questions (Durr et al., 1999). The
quantitative data showed no gains in the ability to think critically; however, the
qualitative data showed that student dispositions to think critically benefitted from the
interventions utilized in this study.

Giancarlo and Facione (2001) conducted a longitudinal, 4-year study of
undergraduate students at a private, Catholic, comprehensive university to measure
attitudes and dispositions. Like Bers et al. (1996), the authors utilized a pretest/posttest
CCTDI as a measure of student attitudes or dispositions. The study did not utilize a
particular instructional method but sought to find out whether exposure to college-level
instruction increases critical thinking dispositions. The results of the CCTDI scales were
varied; however, overall, the study found that across all seven CCTDI scales as well as
the overall scale, means for student scores were consistent or higher in 1996 than they
were in 1992. Evidence suggests that critical thinking dispositions were either sustained
or increased in strength over a 4-year period of undergraduate education at the university.

Warren et al. (2004) conducted a study advocating an immersion approach to
teaching the Vietnam War to high school and college students. In using the immersion
approach, the authors placed a greater importance on richness of content knowledge and
an atmosphere conducive to encouraging a positive attitude or disposition toward critical
thinking. They supported using a variety of direct instructional methods such as
traditional lectures, textbook and secondary readings, film or film excerpts, presentations
by Vietnam War veterans, and examinations of internet sites. After the initial base

knowledge had been disseminated, the students began the immersion instruction by using
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more indirect methods of instruction such as critical reading, argument and discussion in
groups, and writing of a paper. This approach contained an inquiry element in that the
students explored questions raised by the Vietnam War. The authors believed that this
approach best encourages student transfer of critical thinking to real-world settings by
increasing the disposition to do so. The authors simply stated that they have used this
method and it is effective. The authors presented observational evidence only; however,
there is no empirical evidence in this study to reinforce its efficacy.

Leader and Middleton (2004) focused on the disposition of “sensitivity to
occasion” (p. 2) and advocated ill-structured problems as a method of helping students
identify occasions that call for thoughtful attention. Leader and Middleton asked the
question, “How can middle school students learn to identify occasions that call for
thoughtful attention?” (p. 2). They began with the similarities between dispositions and
attitudes. The disposition to “seek and evaluate reasons” for example can be identified
through that person’s behavior. A strong or well-developed disposition to seek and
evaluate reasons is manifested in situations where seeking and evaluating reasons is
appropriate. This cause-effect relationship between disposition and action points out the
similarity between dispositions and attitudes.

Gagne (1977) defined an attitude as a “disposition or readiness for some kind of
action” (p. 236). Attitudes are activated from memory by strength of association between
an object, issue, or event and an individual’s evaluation of that object, issue, or event.
According to Fazio (1990), judgment and actions stem from two types of processing
modes, spontaneous or deliberative process. If there is low motivation to deliberate
(spontaneous), preexisting attitudes are activated from memory and they are often biased

and free from the processing effort required for critical thought. Leader and Middleton
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(2004) identified this as the evidence that “sensitivity to occasion is the bottleneck to
critical thinking” (p. 3).

Leader and Middleton (2004) contended that recognition of an occasion that calls
for thoughtful attention may occur in one of two ways:

1. The student may not normally recognize an occasion that calls for critical
thinking but on a particular occasion, the student is afforded the opportunity
and may be motivated to deliberate over a situation. Upon examining the
options, the student’s inclination and ability to make thoughtful choices come
into play.

2. A student may have already acquired a strong attitude of critical thinking in
certain situations. In such situations, this attitude will be spontaneously
activated and the person will recognize the need for thoughtful attention.
They will then most likely be inclined to act thoughtfully and carry out his/her
intentions.

Leader and Middleton (2004) maintained that instructors and curriculum leaders
can promote student sensitivity to occasions that call for critical thinking. They can do
this by providing opportunities for student engagement in motivating and deliberative
activities that entail identifying occasions for critical thinking. Students may develop
good thinking dispositions that are strong and accessible. “In other words students might
learn to detect occasions for critical thinking as a natural habit of mind” (Leader &
Middleton, 2004, p. 4). Development of strong attitudes that are readily activated from
memory when an individual encounters a situation associated with the attitude depends
on several factors. Fazio (1995) identified five factors that are major determinants of

attitude strength and accessibility from memory: (1) direct experience, (2) sensory



32

experience, (3) emotional reactions, (4) freely chosen behavior, and (5) attitude rehearsal.
In order to facilitate the learning of sensitivity to critical thinking occasions, instructors
should incorporate into motivating, problem-solving activities the attitude strengthening
factors Fazio identified (Leader & Middleton, 2004).

Leader and Middleton (2004) advocated the solving of ill-structured problems as
a way to incorporate these five factors Fazio identified. Ill-structured problems are the
kinds of problems that are encountered in everyday practice (Jonassen, 1997). They are
problems situated in the real world. They afford students opportunities to (a) directly
experience occasions for critical thinking, (b) engage a number of senses in the richness
of real-world problem situations, (c) react emotionally to those situations, (d) freely
choose a path to solution, and (e) engage in a series of activities that provide repeated
opportunities to rehearse critical thinking dispositions (Middleton, Lesh, & Heger, 2003).

Fifth- and sixth-grade students in nine states were given a questionnaire at the
beginning and end of the school year during which they used at least three Jasper
Adventures, spending approximately one week on each adventure. The Jasper
Adventures immerse students in real-life issues and engage students in real-world
problem solving. Ultimately, the authors concluded that through the use of ill-structured
problems, teachers and instructional designers may promote positive changes in student
thinking dispositions. Instruction that incorporates ill-structured problem solving also
encourages students to invest emotionally and choose freely as they construct arguments
and articulate a personal position on a problem.

Last, this type of instructional design promotes repeated expression of critical
thinking dispositions through the give and take of considering possible alternatives and

developing support for arguments (Leader & Middleton, 2004). Leader and Middleton
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(2004) drew three broad conclusions at the end of the study:

1. Development of attitude strength takes time.

2. Students need to have a stake in their learning.

3. Multiple perspectives on problem solving are built into the design.

The authors used observation and questionnaires in this report but included no
data in the form of a type of measure such as the CCTDI or the California Measure of
Mental Motivation; however, the authors propagate the idea that dispositions can be
improved and attitudes can be increased using ill-structured or real-world problems over
time.

Noting that fine arts students actively engage in open-ended problem solving,
critical inquiry, and reflection, Lampert (2006) conducted a study comparing differences
among disciplines. This study was a replication of the Giancarlo and Facione’s (2001) 4-
year study. These researchers found differences among disciplines; however, due to
small sample size, fine arts students were removed from the study.

As an art educator, Lampert (2006) conducted a similar study with a sample of art
students. Unlike Giancarlo and Facione (2001), this study is not a longitudinal study.
Instead, data were collected at one point in time. The two studies used the same
instrument of measurement, the CCTDI. The CCTDI is discipline-neutral and does not
measure critical thinking. It measures the disposition to use critical thinking ability.

The results upheld the earlier Giancarlo and Facione (2001) study that found that
4 years of undergraduate education increased the disposition to think critically. The
Lampert (2006) study showed that juniors and seniors in the sample had a higher
disposition to think critically than freshmen. This finding sustains Giancarlo and

Facione’s finding that time spent in college increases dispositions to think critically. The
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Giancarlo and Facione study, which did not include fine arts students, showed significant
differences between discipline clusters on several of the CCTDI subscales. The Lampert
study, which included fine arts students, also showed significant differences among
discipline groups on several CCTDI subscales. Fine arts students scored significantly
higher than non-arts undergraduates on truth seeking, critical thinking maturity, and
open-mindedness. This suggests that a visual arts curriculum and instruction may
enhance critical thinking dispositions.

Two of the subscales arts students in the Lampert (2006) study scored
significantly higher on, truth seeking and open-mindedness, are the subscales that
humanities, letters, and languages students in the Giancarlo and Facione (2001) study
scored higher on than all other discipline groups, indicating that there could be
similarities in the critical thinking dispositions of fine arts students and humanities,
letters, and languages students (Lampert, 2006). The Lampert study indicated that
immersion in a discipline that requires constant trial and error problem solving, inquiry,
discussion, and analysis may condition the mind to approach problems with the attitude
or disposition that there are multiple solutions to complex problems. The implication for
this study is that if arts students have a greater disposition toward critical thought than
non-arts students due to more heuristic, problem-based methods of instruction, perhaps
non-arts student dispositions could benefit from this type of instruction as well.

Ernst and Monroe (2006) focused on critical thinking skills, yet included findings
concerning critical thinking dispositions in their study. The authors used the Cornell
Critical Thinking Test Level X, a measure of critical thinking skills, to discover the
effects of environment-based education on student critical thinking skills and

dispositions. Observations by instructors and interviews with instructors were used to
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gather qualitative data in addition to quantitative data. Results of this research suggest
students who participated in environment-based programs were more skilled in critical
thinking than their peers, including peers who were in traditional environmental science
classes. The data further suggest that the ninth- and twelfth-grade grade students in
environment-based programs had critical thinking skill levels that were comparable to or
exceeded those of college students in several American universities. One year of
environment-based education did not improve ninth-grade student dispositions toward
critical thinking. This may be related to the duration of treatment; while ninth-grade
students in the environment-based programs may have developed critical thinking skills,
1 year may not be enough time for them to develop a disposition to use these skills.
Multiple years of environment-based education, however, may have improved student
dispositions, as twelfth-grade students who participated in the environment-based
programs were more disposed toward critical thinking than their peers (Ernst & Monroe,
2006). Though the authors emphasized an environmental-based curriculum/instruction,
the study seemed to uphold two constants, that increasing student dispositions to think
critically is an ongoing process that takes time and requires real-world, problem-solving
activities that engage students and make them feel compelled to use their critical thinking
skills.

The Liu (2006) study highlighted the reciprocity of critical thinking skills and
dispositions. According to Liu,

having strong dispositions, one will apply critical thinking regularly and skillfully.

Likewise, critical thinking is a path to achieve the goals of dispositions. Having a

confidence gain from the improvements of critical thinking skills, one will

continue to engage in thinking. Then, the more successful experiences in learning
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and applying critical thinking skills, the higher level of dispositions can be

developed. (p.27)

In Liu’s (2006) study, the independent variable was the instructional approach;
the dependent variables were critical thinking skills and dispositions. Two instruments
designed by the researcher were used to collect the data of critical thinking dispositions,
including Dispositions Toward Critical Thinking Questionnaire and an observation
checklist. The instrument for measuring critical thinking skills was also created by the
researcher and used for pretesting and postttesting. Interviews were used to measure the
interaction between critical thinking skills and dispositions. The study involved seventh-
grade students with the experimental group receiving content emphasizing critical
thinking skills and dispositions, and various instructional strategies were applied to
explicitly teach critical thinking skills and dispositions. The control group received
instruction in the regular science curriculum. The pretest/postttest provided the
quantitative data, and direct observation provided the qualitative data.

Results of the study found that middle school students’ critical thinking skills are
likely to increase along with age. In addition, overall female students showed better
critical thinking skills than males in each grade. In contrast to the results for critical
thinking skills, the research indicated disposition scores are likely to decrease along with
age. Older students scored lower on the disposition portion of the study than younger
students, even though the difference was not statistically significant. Female and male
disposition scores also had no statistically significant difference. Preliminary findings
supported the idea that dispositions may not develop along with age. The study found
that a correlation between critical thinking skills and dispositions was not statistically

significant.
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Liu (2006) gave two reasons why the disposition score could not effectively
predict critical thinking skills scores. First, Liu found that some middle school students
already had a tendency to think critically; however, they did not have strong critical
thinking skills. They need more time and practice on improving thinking skills. Second,
there was a gap between student self-assessment and real performance. Just one
disposition score cannot fully reflect a student’s disposition level. The experimental
group had better improvement on critical thinking skills and dispositions than the control
group after receiving critical thinking instruction within the science curriculum. Females
in the control group also had a slight increase in critical thinking skills over males.

Burns (2009) conducted a study to find out whether science inquiry would have
an effect on elementary students’ critical thinking skills and dispositions with mixed
results. The quantitative data showed no effect, while qualitative data showed evidence
of improvement.

This mixed-methods study incorporated qualitative methods such as interviews
and observations with the quantitative methods of pretest/posttest with nonequivalent
treatment and comparison groups. The instruments used in the study were the New
Jersey Test of Reasoning Skills to measure a wide variety of the students’ critical
thinking abilities and the California Measure of Mental Motivation to measure the
students’ critical thinking dispositions.

The quantitative data collected using the New Jersey Test of Reasoning Skills
were inconclusive. Both groups’ pre to postttest mean significantly increased; however,
the comparison group’s mean was higher, indicating there was no increase in critical
thinking in the treatment group. The California Measure of Mental Motivation revealed

that the postttest means between the treatment group and the comparison group had no



38

significant difference. The treatment group showed a significant difference on the
creative problem-solving scale indicating that their exposure to the science inquiry kit did
have an influence on their tendency to use their critical thinking skills to solve problems
creatively. While the quantitative data did not yield results that indicate that the use of a
science inquiry kit led to an increase in critical thinking skills and dispositions, the
qualitative data did show positive results. Classroom observations showed students
asking questions, making connections to other areas, analyzing data, reflecting on what
they had learned, and then devising new questions and predictions based on this previous
knowledge and applying their knowledge. Teachers in the treatment group felt that their
students were making connections and asking more thought-provoking, insightful
questions. In addition, the fact that the teachers in the treatment group were willing to
change their classroom practices and use the science inquiry kit the next school year
indicates that the kit had great influence on student critical thinking skills and
dispositions (Burns, 2009).

Miri, Ben-Chaim, and Zoller (2007) illustrated that inquiry, real-world problem
solving, and open-ended discussion can be effective in increasing critical thinking and
critical thinking dispositions of high school students. This longitudinal study included
both qualitative and quantitative methods of data collection including a pre/posttest
experimental design over a 3-year period.

Results found that only two of 10 science and non-science teachers claimed to
have utilized critical thinking strategies in their instruction. During the 3-year study, all
students made gains to some extent in both critical thinking skills and dispositions.
Purposely teaching for the promotion of higher order thinking skills does contribute to

the development of critical thinking skills and disposition toward critical thinking. The
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study showed that critical thinking capabilities might not be disciplinary dependent.
When comparing high school science and non-science majors from traditional classes, no
significant differences in critical thinking and critical thinking dispositions were found.
Last, three teaching strategies were identified as promoting higher order thinking skills:
dealing with real-world cases, open-ended classroom discussions, and fostering inquiry-
oriented experiments.

Stupniski, Renaud, Daniels, Haynes, and Perry (2008) investigated the
interrelation of critical thinking disposition, perceived academic control, and academic
achievement. According to Perry (2003), perceived academic control refers to

people’s beliefs about their capacity to influence daily life events. This

distinction between individuals’ perceived capacity and their actual capacity

results in people assuming they have more or less capacity to influence and

predict events than they have in reality. (p. 314)

Perceived academic control plays an important role in college students’ academic success
(Perry, 2003). When students feel in control, their motivation and performance increase;
conversely, when they do not feel in control, motivation and performance decrease
(Perry, Hladkyj, Pekrun, & Chipperfield, 2005). Stupniski et al. contended that both
perceived academic control and dispositions are valuable qualities for college students
and that they may influence each other; thus, this study explored the reciprocal effects
between critical thinking disposition and perceived academic control and the influence
they have on academic achievement in college students.

The study was a longitudinal one that took place over four time periods from high
school until the end of the student’s first year of college. Results suggested a reciprocal

relationship between perceived academic control and critical thinking dispositions.
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Findings suggest that an advantage of high-perceived academic control in college fosters
a willingness to think critically. The result is intuitive. Students are more likely to invest
effort into critical thinking if they believe their grades will be influenced. In addition, the
results indicate that students who are more disposed to think critically are more likely to
feel in control over the various demands of their college environment. The indications
are that students who are disposed to think critically are more likely to discover the
controllable features of college and therefore have a greater tendency to view college as a
high-control environment.

The effect of critical thinking disposition on GPA was weak. The authors
attributed this finding as possibly an effect of GPAs being based on tests and assignments
that require very little critical thinking. The authors surmised that if the study were
replicated with second-, third- or fourth-year students, with more opportunities to engage
in critical thinking, these results might be different. They also concluded that this finding
could be attributed to the fact that critical thinking disposition is not a predictor of college
students’ achievement their first year because being disposed to think critically and being
skilled at critical thinking are conceptually different and perhaps the skill dimension is a
better predictor of GPA. They posited that even if disposition to think critically is not a
strong predictor of GPA, it is still a valuable asset for college students to possess because
being disposed to think critically makes it likely that they will use critical thinking skills
outside of college (Stupniski et al., 2008).

This study, though conducted using college students, could have great
ramifications on a study using middle school students, given that at this level, it is
believed that many students do not feel they have control over their school culture and

environment. If the students have low perceived academic control, this could have an
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effect on their dispositions to think critically.

Many of the studies concerning critical thinking dispositions highlighted in this
section of the literature review contain mixed results. Some contain conclusions that are
contradictory; conversely, some of the studies support the findings of previous studies.
Some of the consistencies of the studies concerning dispositions can be readily identified.
First, several of the studies seemed to indicate that certain instructional interventions such
as problem solving, inquiry, and open-ended discussion had a positive effect on the
disposition to think critically (Burns, 2009; Durr et al., 1999; Ernst & Monroe, 2006;
Lampert, 2006; Leader & Middleton, 2004; Liu, 2006; Miri et al., 2007; Warren et al.,
2004).

Another correlation between the studies is that critical thinking dispositions are
more likely to improve over longer periods of time (Bers et al., 1996; Durr et al., 1999;
Ernst & Monroe, 2006; Giancarlo & Facione, 2001; Lampert, 2006; Leader & Middleton,
2004; Liu, 2006; Miri et al., 2007; Stupnisky et al., 2008). The authors of studies that
showed weaker dispositions or little or no change in dispositions tended to attribute this
to the short duration of the study (Bers et al., 1996; Burns, 2009).

There are conflicting findings with regard to the reciprocity of critical thinking
skills and critical thinking dispositions, though the evidence weighs heavier that there is
none (Burns, 2009; Durr et al., 1999; Ernst & Monroe, 2006; Liu, 2006). Leader and
Middleton (2004) and Miri et al. (2007) did find evidence of reciprocity. Studies that
concentrated on the effect of critical thinking dispositions on student achievement were
inconclusive (Bers et al., 1996) or weak (Stupnisky et al., 2008).

Problems with Critical Thinking Instruction in Secondary History Classes

The second question to be researched in this study was whether there is a
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difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward their social studies classes after
exposure to inquiry method teaching? It has been established that without

dispositions, critical thinking skills and abilities are useless and cannot take place (Center
for Comprehensive School Reform, 2005; Giancarlo et al., 2004; Halpern, 1998; Liu,
2006; Tishman et al., 1992). In fact, dispositions can negate (Tishman & Andrade, 1999)
any attempt to have students exercise critical thinking abilities that they may possess.

Researchers often define dispositions as motivation or attitudes (Giancarlo et al.,
2004; Leader & Middleton, 2004; Liu, 2006; Tishman, & Andrade, 1999) and student
disposition toward traditional methods of teaching in history classes are often negative
(Schug et al., 1982; Zhao & Hoge, 2005). Cutler (2014b) stated, “for over one hundred
years some instructors have taught history as if they were preparing students for
competition on a quiz show, by rewarding them for how much information they can
recall and it is not relevant or engaging” (para. 1).

The High School Survey of Student Engagement (Kelly & VanSledright, 2001), a
project of the Center for Postsecondary Research at Indiana University, found that
boredom is a major problem among high school students. The central component of the
project is the survey instrument which takes 30 minutes for students to complete. Survey
questions investigate the levels and dimensions of student engagement at high schools,
providing schools with data on student beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors. Since 2006,
more than 350,000 students in over 40 states have taken the survey. Two of three
respondents in 2009 were bored at least every day in class in high school; nearly half of
the students (49%) were bored every day; and approximately one of every six students
was bored in every class. Lack of engagement in the material taught played a role in

student boredom. More than four of five noted a reason for their boredom as the material
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being uninteresting, and about two of five students claimed that the lack of relevance of
the material caused their boredom. The level of difficulty of the work was a source of
boredom for a number of students: About one third of the students were bored because
the work was not challenging enough. Just over one fourth of the respondents were bored
because the work was too difficult. Instructional interaction played a role in student
boredom as well: More than one third of respondents were bored due to having no
interaction with a teacher. Traditional methods of instruction help the instructor to
expedite curriculum at a faster pace, and engaging students in disciplinary exercises and
critical problem-solving projects requires a heavy investment in time. However, Kelly
and VanSledright’s (2001) study showed that emphasis on pure recall has a detrimental
effect on student dispositions toward exercising critical thought.

According to Mayer (2002), there are three types of learning outcomes: no
learning, rote learning, and meaningful learning; and educators must strive to advance
their students beyond simply recalling facts. Mayer believed that in order to encourage
retention and transfer of knowledge and to lead students into meaningful learning,
students must be authentically engaged.

Dicamillo (2010) reported on a study that explored the methods a U.S. history
teacher used to promote higher order thinking and engagement in an urban high school
preparatory class. This class was organized around a list of central topics to be explored
during each unit of study. Students reflected on the central questions through class
discussion, writing assignments, and culminating projects. It was made clear that
students would need to know certain facts and be taught some background knowledge,
but they would not memorize facts just for the sake of a test. The facts would help the

students respond to essential questions. The goals were to develop critical thinking and
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writing skills and develop a deep understanding of history. Culminating projects was the
creation of the teacher. They were called “understanding performances” and used a
variety of readings that gave multiple perspectives and role-playing performances to gain
a deeper understanding and to answer central questions. Informal and formal
assessments were used to gauge student understanding. Interviews with six students
showed that they found the class interesting, relevant, and challenging; though some
students struggled with higher level reading and projects. The teachers and students were
teaching and learning for understanding and not just covering the textbook (Dicamillo,
2010).

Some teachers and instructors still cling to outdated and outmoded traditional
methods of history instruction that bore their students and propagate a negative attitude
toward the discipline. Teachers feel pressured to cover standards that include massive
amounts of facts. Due to high-stakes testing, the teachers are responsible for covering
these facts, and teachers have little time to examine any particular topic in depth
(Doolittle et al., 2005; Harris et al., 2011; King et al., 2009; Martin & Wineburg, 2008;
Stoskopf, 2001). Nosich (2005) believed that in some cases, teachers may or may not be
able to incorporate critical thinking due to coverage; but if they do, it is not to the degree
that it is needed. Sam Wineburg, director of Stanford Educational group, believed that
we try to teach too much content and that history curriculum and textbooks books are
excessively long. Wineburg (2005) believed that coverage does not mean that students
are learning (Carlson, 2011). Wineburg stated,

History courses made up of all facts and no interpretation are guaranteed to put

kids to sleep. And that’s exactly what seems to be happening. In a national

survey some years ago, 1,500 Americans were asked to “pick one word or phrase
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to describe your experience with history classes in elementary or high school.”

“Boring” was the most frequent answer. (para. 6)

Gallagher (2009) stated, “coverage sacrifices deep, rich teaching, chips away at student
motivation and extinguishes student curiosity” (p. 10).

In addition to coverage, many teachers may choose to engage in traditional
methods of instruction such as rote because they lack confidence in their content
knowledge (Doolittle et al., 2005; Fragnoli, 2005). This does not mean that there is no
place for rote memorization in the classroom or that reading textbooks cannot be useful.
It is difficult for students to engage in problem solving, discussion, or inquiry without
background content knowledge (Willingham, 2007). The teaching of critical thinking
skills or higher order thinking skills is not practical in the absence of content. Swartz and
Perkins (1990) stated that when thinking and content are learned together, the thinking
illuminates the content and vice versa. The students are “learning ways of problem
solving relevant to the content they are acquiring” (Swartz & Perkins, 1990, pp. 29-30).
In order for effective learning to take place, both content and higher order thinking must
have a place in instruction. The content helps give relevance to the thinking that is being
engaged in. Effectiveness is achieved when teachers create a balance between domain
knowledge and 21st century skills (Ciciora, 2009; Kek et al., 2011).

Bass and Good (2004) referred to this balance as “educare” v. “educere” (p. 162).
They highlighted two Latin words for education: “educare,” which is defined as to
training or molding. This definition is interpreted as one that calls for rote memorization
and becoming good workers; and “educere,” which means the opposite. According to
Bass and Good, this term means “to lead out” or questioning, thinking, and creating. The

authors pointed out that despite the need to balance the two and for schools to engage in
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both functions, too often, they concentrate solely on educare. Bass and Good maintained
that schools should strive for balance.

Brady (2008) gave yet another reason for a certain amount of coverage of
material. He submitted the idea that the older generation has answers to very important
questions about how the world works, and passing these answers along saves the young
from having to figure out everything for themselves. According to Brady, it transmits
certain insights to modern-day students, allowing them to concentrate more intensely on
certain historical questions of great importance and not have to figure out all historical
questions for themselves.

The third research question asks if there is a correlation between dispositions
toward critical thinking and dispositions toward the student’s social studies class. There
is a gap in the literature as to this question; therefore, this study seeks to provide an
answer.

The Importance of Encouraging Historical Thinking

Can particular types of instruction have an effect on both student dispositions
toward using higher critical thinking skills and dispositions toward social studies classes
themselves? According to Maloy and LaRoche (2010), “many history and social studies
teachers who might otherwise use student-centered instructional practices now view
teacher-centered instruction as the best way to teach students the large amounts of
material needed for the test” (p. 47). Additionally, it has been established that history is
perceived as boring and unimportant, and many students have negative attitudes toward
the discipline (Kelly & VanSledright, 2001). If they have these negative attitudes toward
the discipline, it is difficult to imagine that they are disposed in those classes to use their

critical thinking skills. How then do we make sure that students are engaged and excited
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and that attitudes toward history classes are positive?

Many think the way to accomplish this is to make sure students are not just
absorbing facts but actually “doing” or engaging in the study of history. This type of
student-centered instructional method should analyze and question historical texts and
practice historical thinking (Martin & Wineburg, 2008). According to Martin and
Wineburg (2008), “Analyzing and questioning historical texts seems mysterious and even
unnecessary in many history classrooms, even though practicing historians see it at the
heart of their daily practice” (p. 3). In an interview with David Cutler (2014a) in The
Atlantic Online, Pulitzer Prize winning historian Eric Foner stated,

We try to teach people the skills that come along with studying history. The skills

of evaluating evidence, of posing questions and answering them, of writing, of

mobilizing information in order to make an argument. I think all of that is
important in democratic society if people are going to be active citizens.

Teaching to the test does not really encourage emphasis on those aspects of

studying history. (para. 7)

Burenheide (2007) gave the results of an ongoing research project entitled What
Good History Teachers Do? 1t is a qualitatively grounded theoretical study in which the
participants share the activities of their classrooms and how instructors have gotten their
students to struggle with historical issues. The literature and interviews with
participating teachers found that successful teaching of history occurs through active
inquiry and involvement with the content. In short, participants highlighted the
importance of an investigative curriculum (Burenheide, 2007). According to Hicks et al.
(2004) an investigative curriculum includes historiography, a critical examination of

sources, and an exploration of historical sources. Students are encouraged to more
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deeply study history (Eamon, 2006) and engage their minds on historical evidence,
practice inquiry, evaluation, problem solving, judgment, and synthesis (Edmonds et al.,
2005).

Levy and Petrulis (2012) conducted a qualitative, longitudinal study investigating
a cohort of student inquiry and research experiences as they progressed through their
undergraduate programs. They found that when students developed their own ideas or
made their own discoveries, it fostered a student’s sense of intellectual freedom, personal
authority, and identification with their academic or professional discipline.

They conducted an annual cycle of three interviews comprised of two group
interviews, one which took place at the beginning of the year and one at the end, and one
individual interview held halfway through the year. The focus of the study followed the
evolution of experiences closely over time. These results only reported the first year of
each student’s experience. The students cited experiences that included question-oriented
lectures, seminars, online discussions, essays, case studies, and small-scale empirical
investigations and active inquiry. The students experienced inquiry in four ways:
gathering information, exploring other people’s ideas, evidencing and developing
students’ own ideas, and making discoveries. The students defined inquiry as finding
things out for themselves instead of having things given to them. Research and gathering
information was cited as the most common approach. They defined research as locating
and collecting information beyond what was made readily accessible.

The results found that the students expressed excitement about engaging with a
knowledge base through inquiry. They cited that enhanced motivation and interest in a
subject matter improved retention of information when they found out things for

themselves. The Levy and Petrulis (2012) study illustrated that engaging the material in
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more depth, and in the case of history, actually using the historian’s skills, improves
student attitudes toward the discipline and possibly has an effect on student dispositions
to use their critical thinking skills.

Inquiry and Disposition to Use Critical Thinking Skills

One of the recurring characteristics of effective critical thinking instruction
mentioned in the previous studies is engagement in inquiry. According to the Hewlett
Steering Committee (Lee, Greene, Odom, Schechter, & Slatta, 2004), a loosely organized
coordinating body for various inquiry-guided learning groups at North Carolina State
University, inquiry guided learning refers to “an array of classroom practices that
promote student learning through guided and increasingly independent investigation of
complex questions and problems, often for which there is no single answer” (p. 9).
Rather than teaching the results of other investigations which students learn passively,
instructors assist students in mastering and learning through the process of active
investigation. The process involves the ability to formulate good questions, identify and
collect appropriate evidence, present results systematically, analyze and interpret results,
formulate conclusions, and evaluate the worth and importance of those conclusions. It
nurtures curiosity, initiative, and risk taking (Lee et al., 2004).

Nosich (2012) stated that curiosity is a natural catalyst of any investigation and
encourages questioning. He noted that effective inquiry is predicated upon well thought
out questions, and critical thinking begins with asking questions. “Authentic inquiry,”
according to Donham (2010), “requires risk-taking; it requires entering into the quest for
answers to unanswered questions—exploring unknowns” (para. 3). Barton (2005) stated
that

inquiry, in an historical context, requires that students not only ask questions, but
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that they develop and pursue meaningful questions, make informed choices about

the evidence that they can use to answer those questions and then gain experience

drawing conclusions from the evidence. (p. 753)

Golden (2011) believed students begin to think like expert thinkers when they are
encouraged to ask thought-provoking questions. It encourages them to learn the skills
and dispositions of critical thinkers.

Rusche, Kendra, and Kendra (2011) conducted a study to see whether students
would be disposed to develop critical thinking skills through inquiry-guided learning and
critical self-reflection. They described five inquiry exercises and three reflection
exercises given to students culminating in an analytical essay. The students engaged the
course material based on inquiry and analyzed their own writing as data. By doing this,
the students learned the importance of inquiry-guided instruction and self-reflection. The
authors found that the students showed growth as intellectual thinkers by examining their
writing from the start of the study until the end. In addition, the authors maintained that
the students gained a skill set such as independent inquiry, critical thinking, and reasoned
judgments that can be used in lifelong learning (Rusche et al., 2011).

Savich (2008) was concerned with apathy and boredom created in secondary-level
history classes that rely almost solely on rote memory. He sought how to most
effectively teach critical thinking skills to his history students and to how to motivate his
students to change their negative attitudes and apathy about history.

Two classes of eleventh- and twelfth-grade high school history students were
chosen to participate in the study for 8 weeks, or two units of instruction. Both
quantitative and qualitative measures were used for conducting action research to

determine what method of instruction would be most effective. One group, the control
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group, was given direct instruction through the lecture method; and the other
experimental group was taught using an inquiry approach. The author used performance
on essays, assignments, quizzes, and test grades to determine whether students could
analyze, evaluate, conceptualize, and synthesize information. These assessments were
used to collect quantitative data, while the researcher kept a logbook to record qualitative
data. This recorded, observational data included logging a score for participation,
discussion, and activity. The inquiry method utilized in this study included role playing,
reenactments, examining and analyzing multiple texts, studying oral and visual
presentations, examining different viewpoints, and analyzing primary source documents.

The results indicated that when critical thinking was emphasized under the
inquiry method, students scored higher on assessments. When students were motivated,
engaged, and showed a positive attitude toward higher order thinking or a strong
disposition toward critical thinking, positive results were gained. The researcher pointed
out that the lecture method was useful for providing background knowledge and that
critical thinking was most effective when combined with subject content. This study also
reinforced the idea that dispositions and critical thinking ability might be reciprocal and
may have a positive effect on achievement and performance.

As discussed previously, Miri et al. (2007) found after their longitudinal study of
the effects of purposefully teaching for the promotion of higher order thinking skills
among high school science students that inquiry was one of the teaching strategies

identified as being effective.
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Chapter 3: Methodology
Introduction

Sample (2011) believed that coverage of too many standards causes the enduring
understandings, or what we want students to understand about the material taught, to
become lost. In addition, traditional methods of teaching do not encourage history
students to think beyond knowledge level, leading to negative attitudes among students
toward history classes and inhibiting their dispositions toward critical thinking (Cutler,
2014b; Doolittle et al., 2005; Harris et al., 2011; Kelly & VanSledright, 2001; King et al.,
2009; Martin & Wineburg, 2008; Stoskopf, 2001).

This study sought to discover if a change would occur in eighth-grade history
students’ critical thinking dispositions after implementing an instructional program of
inquiry, if a change would occur in eighth-grade student dispositions/attitudes toward
their social studies classes after that same instructional program of inquiry, and whether
or not there would be a correlation between the two.

As explained in Chapter 2, research highlighted in this study yielded varying
results and included multiple instructional methods (Durr et al., 1999; Leader &
Middleton, 2004; Liu, 2006; Miri et al., 2007). The research measured elementary or
college-level students and not secondary school students (Bers et al., 1996; Burns, 2009;
Giancarlo & Facione, 2001; Lampert, 2006; Stupniski et al., 2008), measured data from
disciplines other than history (Bers et al., 1996; Burns, 2009; Ernst & Monroe, 2006;
Giancarlo & Facione, 2001; Lampert, 2006; Leader & Middleton, 2004; Liu, 2006; Miri
et al., 2007), or measured data from other disciplines in addition to history (Durr et al.,
1999; Stupniski et al., 2008).

There 1s a gap in the literature with few studies focused solely on the effect of



53

inquiry on the critical thinking dispositions of middle school students generally and
eighth-grade middle school students particularly. In addition, there was a gap in the
literature concerning student dispositions toward social studies classes. No appreciable
studies have been conducted regarding student dispositions/attitudes toward social studies
since the 1980s (Schug et al., 1982).

Participants

This study was a quasi-experimental design due to its use of intact groups
(Creswell, 2012). Because random assignment of participants to groups in the proposed
study would have disrupted the learning process, intact groups were utilized.

The guidance department and administrators select academic teams based on
certain criteria. According to the eighth-grade guidance counselor (personal
communication, February 26, 2016), the guidance department and administrators strive to
keep a balance between teams with regard to gender, ethnicity ratio, and numbers of
special education students. Discipline history and behavior are also factors. Counselors
and administrators separate students who have had discipline issues with one another in
the past, and they take into account teacher/student personalities and team makeup. They
strive to give each team an equal number of students and an equal number of advanced
and regular classes. Due to the meticulous selection of students for team structure by the
guidance department and administrators, an approximate homogeneity was achieved;
however, the researcher was prohibited from altering the sample groups or meticulously,
homogenously grouping the sample in any way.

Eighth-grade students at the school utilized in this study were divided into two
teams. Since the researcher teaches one of these teams of eighth graders, the other team

of eighth graders was chosen as the sample group in order to reduce bias. A sample of 50
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students comprising two classes from this eighth-grade team was utilized in the study.
The sample team of students consisted of two “regular” or college-preparatory classes.
Each class included students with a wide range of ability levels. The abilities in these
classes ranged from resource students, special education students, “average” performing
students, and students who could perform adequately in advanced classes but chose not to
enroll in those classes.
Instruments

The study was mixed methods (Creswell, 2012), relying on statistical analysis,
student responses to validated and researcher-created surveys, and researcher
observation. The first instrument used in the study measured the first research question:
whether or not there is a difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical
thinking after exposure to inquiry method teaching? The California Measure of Mental
Motivation was created because Giancarlo and Facione (2000) cited a lack of knowledge
about critical thinking dispositions of elementary and secondary students. They
attributed this to lack of a suitable assessment tool for this population. The tool was
designed to measure the degree to which an individual is cognitively engaged and
mentally motivated toward intellectual activities involving reasoning. It targets four main
dispositional aspects of critical thinking: open-mindedness, self-regulation, commitment
to learning and mastery, and creative problem solving (Giancarlo & Facione, 2000). This
instrument was used to measure mean averages gathered at the beginning and conclusion
of the study. It has been utilized in previous studies of student dispositions and therefore
can be considered a reliable instrument (Burns, 2009; Giancarlo & Facione, 2001).

For the purposes of this study, the California Measure of Mental Motivation 11

(Insight Assessment, 2014) was utilized to measure middle school student dispositions
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toward critical thinking. This updated version measures the degree to which older
children and adolescents in Grades 6-12 (secondary school) are cognitively engaged and
mentally motivated toward intellectual activities. Five scale scores were reported
including mental focus, learning orientation, creative problem solving, cognitive
integrity, and scholarly rigor. Table 1 explains the scale scores that are used by the
CM3II+ to measure student dispositions toward critical thinking (Insight Assessment,
2014).

Table 1

Five Scale Scores and Explanations as Reported by the California Measure of Mental Motivation
17+

Scale Score Explanation

Mental Focus The discipline or habit of being diligent, systematic, task oriented,
organized, and clearheaded.

Learning Orientation The tendency or habit of seeking to increase one’s knowledge and
skills; toward valuing the learning process as a means to
accomplish mastery over a task; toward being interested in
challenging activities; and toward using information seeking as a
personal strategy when problem solving.

Creative Problem Solving The habit or tendency of approaching problem solving with
innovative or original ideas and solutions; toward feeling
imaginative, ingenious, original and able to solve difficult
problems; toward engaging in activities such as puzzles, games of
strategy; and toward striving to understand the underlying function
of objects.

Cognitive integrity The habit of interacting with differing viewpoints for the sake of
learning the truth or reaching the best decision, it is the tendency to
express strong intellectual curiosity and value fairmindedness and
sound reasoning.

Scholarly Rigor The habit of working hard to engage and correctly interpret new
material; it is the tendency to put forth the mental effort to achieve
a deeper understanding of complex or abstract ideas and
information.

The California Measure of Mental Motivation (CM3II+) was given to the sample

of students at the beginning and the conclusion of the study, 12 weeks apart. According
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to Creswell (2012), a ¢ test is an effective measure of variance when analyzing
quantitative data among one group; therefore, a matched-paired ¢ test was used to
determine increase or decrease in dispositions toward critical thinking. A table of mean
scores was used to illustrate increase or decrease in dispositions toward critical thinking
(Creswell, 2012).

According to Laerd Statistics (2013a), Chronbach’s alpha is the most common
measure of internal consistency or reliability. The internal consistency of scores of the
CM3II+ test was evaluated in three validation studies using this instrument. Table 2
demonstrates the internal consistency scores of each attribute domain of the CM3II+ test
using the Chronbach’s alpha instrument (Insight Assessment, 2014). According to
Goforth (2017), an alpha coefficient of .50 or above is acceptable.

Table 2

Internal Consistency Scores of Each Attribute Domain (Scale Score) of the CM3I1+ Test
using the Chronbach’s Alpha Measure

Attribute Domains Alpha Coefficient
Learning Orientation .79 - .83
Creative Problem Solving 70 -.77
Mental Focus .79 - .83
Cognitive Integrity 53-.63
Scholarly Rigor .60 - .78.

A researcher-created survey was used to determine student dispositions toward
their history class. No existing survey was found that specifically measured middle
school student dispositions toward their history classes; therefore, despite the issues of
internal consistency, a survey was created utilizing a four-point Likert scale. According
to Laerd Statistics (2013a), Cronbach’s alpha is the most common measure of internal

consistency in a Likert survey; therefore, this measure was used to determine internal
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consistency. The alpha coefficient of the teacher-created survey was .70. An alpha
coefficient of greater than .50 is considered acceptable (Goforth, 2017). The survey was
given at the beginning and end of the 12-week treatment period to determine any changes
in student dispositions toward history class after receiving inquiry-based lessons.

Given that the focus of the study was holistic scores and independent student
identifications were not recorded for this survey, Laerd Statistics (2013b) suggests an
independent ¢ test as an effective measure of variance when analyzing quantitative data
among two unrelated groups.

In order to analyze the results of the last research question asking if there was a
correlation between dispositions toward critical thinking and dispositions or attitudes
toward the student’s social studies class, a Pearson r test was employed to compare and
analyze the two data sets. According Horst (2013), a test of correlation or a Pearson r
should be employed to measure strength of correlation between two noncontrolled
variables. Table 3 below summarizes the three research questions, the types of data

collection utilized, and the instrument of measure for each.
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Table 3

Research Question, Type of Data Collection Used, and Instrument of Measure for Each

Research Type of Data Instrument of
Question Collection Measure

Is there a difference in eighth grade California Measure Matched-Pairs ¢
student dispositions toward of Mental Motivation Test

critical thinking after exposure I+

to inquiry method teaching?

Is there a difference in eighth-grade Researcher-created Independent ¢
student dispositions toward four-point Likert Test

their social studies classes after survey

exposure to inquiry method

teaching?

Is there a correlation between Both the CM31I+ and Pearson’s
dispositions toward critical the researcher-created test

thinking and dispositions or four-point Likert

attitudes toward the students’ surveys

social studies class?

Procedures

The first step of the study was to determine the participants. The study was quasi-
experimental (Creswell, 2012); therefore, intact groups were utilized. The researcher and
the instructor of the sample of the eighth-grade social studies students determined which
classes were included in the sample. A sample of 50 eighth-grade social studies students
containing two college-preparatory or “regular” classes was utilized. Once the sample
was selected, the students were administered a pretest of the CM3II+ by the eighth-grade
teacher in order to answer the first research question, asking if there would be a
difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical thinking after exposure to a
program of inquiry method teaching.

Upon completion of the CM3II+ pretest, the eighth-grade teacher administered

the researcher-created four-point Likert scale pretest designed to answer the second
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research question that asked whether or not there was a difference in eighth-grade student
dispositions or attitudes toward their social studies classes after exposure to inquiry
method teaching.

With the sample group having completed both pretests, the eighth-grade teacher
proceeded to incorporate nine critical thinking lessons into his primarily traditional-based
program of study which included lecture, note taking, textbook reading, and bookwork.
The Stanford History Education Group created the critical thinking lessons that were
utilized. The Stanford History Education Group is collaboration among many people:
full-time staff, graduate student RAs, practicing teachers, and undergraduate volunteers
and interns. It was founded in 2002 when Sam Wineburg moved from the University of
Washington to Stanford. Stanford History Education Group’s (2006) Teacher Education
Program (STEP) became the originator for new ideas about teaching students how to read
history texts and think about them in creative ways. The Reading Like a Historian
curriculum has passed 3.3 million downloads. It is used in all 50 states and in 127
countries (Stanford History Education Group, 2006). Each lesson revolves around a
central historical question and features sets of primary documents designed for groups of
students with diverse reading skills and abilities and include plans of instruction. Nine of
these lessons were interspersed with the traditional methods of instruction over a 12-week
period. Although each lesson plan included exactly what the teacher should say when
introducing and delivering the lesson, the researcher met with the teacher before
implementing each lesson to discuss the structure of the lesson. In addition, the
researcher observed the teacher’s classroom on the day each lesson was implemented in
order to ensure fidelity of implementation. Upon conclusion of the 12-week treatment

period, the teacher administered the CM3II+ postttest and the researcher-created four-
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point Likert survey to the students again in the form of a postttest.

Insight Assessment (2014) compared the resulting data of the pre and posttests
(CM3II+) using matched-pairs analysis. The data were analyzed by the researcher to
determine any increase and/or decrease in dispositions toward critical thinking among the
students. A match-paired ¢ test (Creswell, 2012) was utilized to compare results of the
two researcher-created surveys to determine any increase and/or decrease in student
dispositions/attitudes toward their history classes.

In order to analyze the results of the last research question asking if there was a
correlation between dispositions toward critical thinking and dispositions or attitudes
toward the students’ social studies class, it was determined that the data are categorical
and have a normal distribution and are therefore parametric. The parametric measure for
strength of correlation that was utilized is the Pearson’s » (Horst, 2013).

Any significant qualitative data that were included in the proposed study were
based on the researcher’s observations during the course of the study.

Limitations

The first limitation of the study concerns the sample of students included. This
study is quasi-experimental (Creswell, 2012) because random assignment of the sample
groups would result in a disruption of the learning process. Intact groups had to be
utilized. This meant that students could not be grouped based on any particular
characteristic.

A second limitation of the study concerned fidelity of implementation. Although
the Stanford Reading Like an Historian lessons have meticulous, ordered instructions for
implementation, a colleague, as opposed to the researcher, implemented the critical

thinking lessons. This leaves the implementation of each lesson open to the instructor’s
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interpretation to some degree. To minimize this limitation and to ensure fidelity of
implementation, the participating teacher stayed true to the scripted directions for
implementation of the lesson as much as possible. In addition, the researcher met with
the teacher in advance of each lesson to discuss the expectations of each lesson and their
understandings of how each lesson should be executed. The researcher also observed the
introduction of each lesson by visiting the teacher’s classroom when instructions were
given.

To minimize any effect on the participating teacher and students’ standardized
test scores, the Stanford lessons were given in addition to the standard curriculum.
Material that appears on the yearly state standardized assessment can be found in the state
standards and the state support document. Notes given by the eighth-grade social studies
teachers are based on information found in these documents. This ensures that the
material found in the state standards and indicators tested by the state standardized test
for social studies were fully covered. The Stanford lessons were used only to reinforce
the notes given and were added to the curriculum. Nothing was excluded from the
curriculum.

The third limitation of the study was length of treatment. Based on previous
studies, it is difficult to determine a proper length of study. Previous studies contained
treatment times where data collection was not longitudinal and was collected at one point
in time (Lampert, 2006) to 4 years (Giancarlo & Facione, 2001). Treatment length for
this study consisted of 12 weeks.

Though attitude surveys can be found in abundance, this researcher could find no
instruments measuring student dispositions/attitudes among eighth-grade history students

toward their history classes specifically. As a result, a researcher-created survey utilizing
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a four-point Likert scale was created. This raised the issue of internal consistency (Laerd
Statistics, 2013b) of the instrument, in that it had never been utilized in any previous

study.
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Chapter 4: Results
Introduction

Too many history teachers rely on rote memorization due to state standards that
place an emphasis on teaching to a multiple choice standardized test. These tests are
based on state standards that contain so much material that the enduring understandings
get lost in the need to cover them all (Eamon, 2006; Martin & Wineburg, 2008; Sample,
2011). Traditional methods of teaching may solve the problem of coverage but do not
dispose students to think beyond the knowledge level and can lead to negative attitudes
toward history class (Cutler, 2014b; Kelly & VanSledright, 2001).

The number of studies measuring dispositions toward critical thinking is small
(e.g., Leader & Middleton, 2004; Liu, 2006; Miri et al., 2007; Stupnisky et al., 2008), and
the results are varied. The number of studies measuring student dispositions toward their
social studies classes is smaller still, but the results do not vary and show consistently
negative student attitudes toward their history classes (Savich, 2008; Schug et al., 1982;
Zhao & Hoge, 2005).

This study sought to measure the dispositions of eighth-grade history students
toward critical thinking and history class after incorporating a 12-week course of inquiry
into regular classroom instruction. It would be difficult to determine whether any change
in dispositions after an intervention of inquiry lessons was caused by the lessons
themselves or a general increase in positive attitudes toward the course after participating
in something other than traditional instruction. For this reason, the study also sought to
determine if there is a correlation between dispositions toward critical thinking and
dispositions toward social studies class.

Due to a miscommunication between the researcher and Insight Assessment,
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student identification numbers were included in the pre and posttest surveys that they
scored. Creswell (2012) recommended the match paired 7 test when analyzing
quantitative data within one group. For this reason, a matched paired #-test analysis was
used to determine if there were any significant changes in dispositions toward critical
thinking. The focus of this study was to measure the scores holistically and not
individually. Therefore, student identifications were not recorded when the students
completed the pre and posttest researcher-created survey measuring student dispositions
toward social studies class. Given that this data set included finding the mean of two
unrelated groups, an independent ¢ test was used (Laerd Statistics, 2013b).

Finally, a Pearson’s r test was utilized to determine if there was any correlation
between dispositions toward critical thinking and dispositions toward the students’
history classes. By answering this question, the researcher sought to determine whether
or not students who have a greater/lesser disposition toward critical thinking in history
class also have a more positive/negative disposition toward their history class. In turn,
the researcher sought to determine whether or not students who have a greater/lesser
disposition toward history class also have a more positive/negative disposition toward
critical thinking. A test of correlation or a Pearson r is often used to measure strength of
correlation between two noncontrolled variables (Horst, 2013).

Quantitative Results
Research Question 1

The first research question asked if there is a difference in eighth-grade student
dispositions toward critical thinking after exposure to inquiry method teaching over a
span of 12 weeks. The survey instrument used to measure eighth-grade student

dispositions toward critical thinking was purchased from Insight Assessment (2014).
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Because the CM3II+ can only be purchased exclusively from Insight Assessment, it is
confidential and cannot be reproduced. In any capacity, the researcher requested to have
the company release sample questions to provide here; however, the request was denied
as found in Appendix A.

Of the 50 students who took the pretest CM31I+ and 47 students who took the
posttest CM3I1I+, only 41 cases could be compared. Some posttest scores were
eliminated due to large amounts of missing data, some students skipped items, some
engaged in repetitive marking (e.g., b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b,b), and some students
transferred out of the school, were suspended, or expelled.

The instrument assessed five scales that measure middle school student
dispositions toward critical thinking such as mental focus, creative problem solving,
learning orientation, cognitive integrity, and scholarly rigor. The first scale measured by
the CM3II+ was Mental Focus. According to Insight Assessment (2015), Mental Focus

measures the discipline or habit of being diligent, systematic, task-oriented,

organized, and clear-headed. A student who obtains a positive score on this
scale stays on task, and approaches problems in a systematic, organized,
focused and timely way. A positive score on Mental Focus indicates a student
who stays on task and approaches problems and learning in a systematic, focused,

organized, timely and clear-headed way on most occasions. (“Measures,” para. 1)
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Table 4

Results of a Paired-Samples t-Test for Mental Focus

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
Outcome M SD M SD n p t df

261 64 259 5.2 41  -1.27,1.76 0.75 032 .24

Note. *p >.05. There was no significant difference in the scores for pretest (M=26.1, SD=6.4) and posttest
(M=25.9, SD=5.2) conditions; ¢ (81)=.32.

Table 4 shows the results of a paired-samples ¢ test comparing pre and posttest
CM3II+ scores for 41 eighth graders for the scale Mental Focus. The ¢ value for the pre
and posttest was 0.32, showing no statistical significance at the p < the .05, specifically a
p (insignificance) = 0.75. The students’ mean score stayed constant at 26 after the
program of inquiry. Based on these data, one can conclude that there is no significant
difference in mean scores for Mental Focus after a 12-week period of inquiry lessons.

The second scale measured by the CM3I1+ was Creative Problem Solving.
According to Insight Assessment (2015), Creative Problem Solving

measures the habit or tendency of approaching problem-solving with innovative

or original ideas and solutions; toward feeling imaginative, ingenious, original

and able to solve difficult problems; toward engaging in activities such as
puzzles, games of strategy; and toward striving to understand the underlying

function of objects. A positive score on Creative Problem Solving indicates a

student with intellectual curiosity, creativity, and a preference for challenging and

complicated activities. (“Measures,” para. 2)
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Table 5

Results of a Paired-Samples t Test for Creative Problem Solving

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
Outcome M SD M SD n p t df
259 6.1 272 5.8 41 -3.0,.30 .11 1.66 -1.3

Note. *p >.05. There was not a significant difference in the scores for pretest (M=25.9, SD=6.1) and
posttest (M=27.2, SD=5.8) conditions; t (§1)=.1.66.

Table 5 shows the results of a paired-samples 7 test comparing pre and posttest
CMB3II+ scores for 41 eighth graders for the scale Creative Problem Solving. The ¢ value
for the pre and posttest was 1.66, showing no statistical significance at the p < the .05,
specifically a p (insignificance) = .11. The students’ mean score stayed constant at 26-27
before and after the program of inquiry. Based on these data, one can conclude that there
is no significant difference in mean scores for Creative Problem Solving after a 12-week
period of inquiry lessons.

The third scale measured by the CM3II+ is Learning Orientation. According to
Insight Assessment (2015), Learning Orientation

measures the tendency or habit of seeking to increase one’s knowledge and

skills; toward valuing the learning process as a means to accomplish mastery

over a task; toward being interested in challenging activities; and toward using
information seeking as a personal strategy when problem solving. A positive
score on Learning Orientation indicates inquisitiveness and a desire to learn

things. (“Measures,” para. 3)
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Table 6

Results of a Paired-Samples t-test for Learning Orientation

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
Outcome M SD M SD n p t df
31.7 7.0 30.8 7.3 41 -14,3.3 .80 .81 .93

Note. *p >.05. There was not a significant difference in the scores for pretest (M=31.7, SD=7.0) and
posttest (M=30.8, SD=7.3) conditions; t (81)=.80.

Table 6 shows the results of a paired-samples 7 test comparing pre and posttest
CMB3II+ scores for 41 eighth graders for the scale Learning Orientation. The ¢ value for
the pre and posttest was .80, showing no statistical significance at the p < the .05,
specifically a p (insignificance) = .80. The students’ mean score stayed constant at 32-31
before and after the program of inquiry. Based on these data, one can conclude that there
is no significant difference in mean scores for Learning Orientation after a 12-week
period of inquiry lessons.

The fourth scale measured by the CM3II+ is Cognitive Integrity. According to
Insight Assessment (2015), Cognitive Integrity

is the habit of interacting with differing viewpoints for the sake of learning the

truth or reaching the best decision, it is the tendency to express strong

intellectual curiosity and value fair-mindedness and sound reasoning. A

positive score on Cognitive Integrity indicates a student who is motivated to use

there thinking skills to solve problems, and who values courageous truth seeking
and open-mindedness even when dealing with complicated or difficult problems

or issues. (“Measures,” para. 4)
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Table 7

Results of a Paired-Samples t Test and Descriptive Statistics for Cognitive Integrity

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
Outcome M SD M SD n p t df
26.7 6.3 254 74 41 -1.31, 3.94 32 1.0 1.3

Note. *p >.05. There was not a significant difference in the scores for pretest (M=26.7, SD=6.3) and
posttest (M=25.4, SD=7.4) conditions; t (§1)=1.0.

Table 7 shows the result of a paired-samples ¢ test comparing pre and posttest
CM3II+ scores for 41 eighth graders for the scale Cognitive Integrity. The ¢ value for the
pre and posttest was 1.0, showing no statistical significance at the p < the .05, specifically
a p (insignificance) = .32. The students’ mean score dropped almost imperceptibly from
27 before and 25 after the program of inquiry. Based on these data, one can conclude
that there is no significant difference in mean scores for Cognitive Integrity after a 12-
week period of inquiry lessons.

The last scale measured by the CM31I+ was Scholarly Rigor. Insight Assessment
(2015), defined Scholarly Rigor as

the habit of working hard to engage and to correctly interpret new material, it is

the tendency to put forth the mental effort to achieve a deeper understanding of

complex or abstract ideas and information. A positive score on Scholarly Rigor
indicates a person with the habit of putting forth effort to engage difficult material

and to strive for deeper understanding. (“Measures,” para. 5)
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Table 8

Results of a Paired Samples t-Test and Descriptive Statistics for Scholarly Rigor

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
Outcome M SD M SD n p t df

264 52 273 52 41 -2.313,0.557 022 12 -0.88

Note. *p >.05. There was not a significant difference in the scores for pretest (M=26.4, SD=5.2) and
posttest (M=27.3, SD=5.2) conditions; ¢ (81)=1.2.

Table 8 shows the results of a paired-samples ¢ test comparing pre and posttest
CM3II+ scores for 41 eighth graders for the scale Scholarly Rigor. The ¢ value for the
pre and posttest was 1.2, showing no statistical significance at the p < the .05, specifically
a p (insignificance) = 0.22. The students’ mean score stayed constant at 26 before and 27
after the program of inquiry. Based on these data, one can conclude that there is no
significant difference in mean scores for Scholarly Rigor after a 12-week period of
inquiry lessons.

Research Question 2

The second research question asked if there was a difference in eighth-grade
student dispositions toward their social studies classes after exposure to inquiry method
teaching. The pre and posttest surveys used to measure student dispositions toward their
history classes were researcher created. The instrument can be found in Appendix B.
The surveys consisted of 14 four-point Likert scale questions grouped together into three
groups. The first five questions asked the students about traditional methods of teaching.
The second group of five questions asked the students about higher level thinking
methods of instruction. The last four questions asked the students about their attitudes
toward their history classes. Due to insurances of confidentiality, individual

identification of each survey taker was not recorded; therefore, the researcher is finding
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the mean of two unrelated groups (Laerd Statistics, 2013b). As a result, independent ¢
tests were conducted as opposed to paired-samples ¢ tests.

The first five items on the survey were grouped as questions that asked the
students if they felt their history classes had primarily used traditional instruction such as
textbooks, worksheets, notetaking, lecture, and memorizing facts. The second five items
on the survey were grouped as questions that asked the students if they felt their history
classes had primarily used instruction that utilized critical thinking methods such as
projects, independent research to answer historical questions, independent research to
solve historical problems, group research to answer historical questions, and group
research to solve historical problems. The last four items on the survey were grouped as
questions about the students’ attitudes toward their history classes such as whether or not
their classes were boring, interesting, important, or exciting.

Table 9

Results of an Independent t Test for Traditional Methods of Teaching History

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
M SD n M SD n p t df

Teaching Methods  15.36  2.65 50 1446 244 45 -.150,1.937 .093 1.69 93

Note. *p > .05. A single samples ¢ test was conducted to measure use of traditional methods of teaching
scores for pretest and posttest conditions.

Table 9 shows the results of a single-samples ¢ test comparing pre and
posttreatment survey scores for 50 and 41 eighth graders respectively for traditional
methods of teaching history. The ¢ value for the pre and posttest was 1.7, showing no
statistical significance at the p < .05, specifically a p (insignificance) = .093. The
students’ mean score dropped almost imperceptibly from 15.4 before to 14.5 after the

program of inquiry. Based on these data, one can conclude that there is no significant
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difference in mean scores for traditional methods of teaching history after a 12-week
period of inquiry lessons. This shows the students did not perceive a change in
instructional methods used in their social studies class.

Table 10

Results of an Independent t Test and Descriptive Statistics for Critical Thinking Methods
of Instruction

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
M SD n M SD n p t df

CT Methods 13.00 2.73 50 1434 2.14 45 -2.37,-320 011 -2.6 90

Note. *p > .05. A single samples ¢ test was conducted to measure use of critical thinking methods of
teaching scores for pretest and posttest conditions.

Table 10 shows the results of a single-samples ¢ test comparing pre and posttest
survey scores for 50 and 45 eighth graders respectfully for critical thinking methods of
teaching history. The ¢ value for the pre and posttest was -2.6, showing a statistical
significance at the p < the .05, specifically a p (significant) =.011. The students’ mean
score increased from 13 before to 14.3 after the program of inquiry. Based on these data,
one can conclude that there is a significant difference in mean scores for critical thinking
methods of teaching history after a 12-week period of inquiry lessons. This means that
the students perceived a change in the critical thinking methods employed within this
social studies class.

Table 11

Results of an Independent t Test for Dispositions/Attitudes toward History Class

95% CI for Mean
Pretest Posttest Difference
M SD n M SD n p t df

Dispositions 11.12 170 50 10.84 1.75 45 -430,.989 44 .79 92

Note. *p > .05. A single samples ¢ test was conducted to measure Dispositions/Attitudes toward history
class scores for pretest and posttest conditions.
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Table 11 shows the results of a single-samples # test comparing pre and posttest
survey scores for 50 and 45 eighth graders respectively for dispositions toward history
classes. The ¢ value for the pre and posttest was .79, showing no statistical significance at
the p < the .05, specifically a p (insignificance) = .437. The students’ mean score
decreased from 11.1 before to 10.8 after the program of inquiry. Based on these data, one
can conclude that there is no significant difference in mean scores for student dispositions
toward history class after a 12-week period of inquiry lessons.

Research Question 3

Research Question 3 sought to determine whether or not there was a correlation
between eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical thinking and eighth-grade
student dispositions or attitudes toward history class in general. Because the CM3II+ is
an instrument that is divided into five scales measuring different attributes of dispositions
toward critical thinking and the teacher-created survey is divided into three sections
measuring different aspects of dispositions toward history class, it must be determined
which subscale of the CM3II+ and which section of the researcher-created survey come
closest to measuring similar dispositions.

According to Insight Assessment (2015), the Scholarly Rigor subscale measures
students’ habits of working hard to engage and correctly interpret new material and the
mental effort that students put forth to understand that material. It was decided that this
subscale was best compared with the section of the researcher-created survey that
measures disposition or attitude toward history class specifically. These questions from

the researcher-created survey are illustrated in Figure 1.
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11. My social studies classes were boring.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

12. My social studies classes were interesting.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

13. My social studies classes were important.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

14. My social studies classes were exciting.

Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree

o
o
o
o Strongly Disagree

Figure 1. Last Four Questions from Researcher-Created Survey Measuring Eighth-Grade
Student Attitudes/Dispositions Toward History Class.

The pretest scores for the CM3II+ subscale Scholarly Rigor were compared with
the pretest scores for the researcher-created survey section measuring Attitudes toward
History Class using a Pearson’s » measure of correlation. Additionally, the posttest
scores of the CM3II+ subscale Scholarly Rigor were compared with the posttest scores of
the researcher-created survey section measuring Attitudes toward History Class, using a

Pearson’s r measure of correlation.
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Table 12

Pearson’s Product Moment Correlations for CM311+ Scholarly Rigor Scale Pretest and
Researcher-Created Survey for Attitude toward History Class Scale Pretest

Student Dispositions
CM3II+ Pre SR R-Created Pre SA

CMB3II+ Pretest S Rig  Pearson Correlation 1 -.155

Sig. (2-tailed) 284

N 50 50
R-Created Pre SA Pearson Correlation -.155 1

Sig. (2-tailed) 284

N 50 50

Table 12 illustrates a Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation coefficient analysis
that was computed to assess the relationship between CM3I1+ pretest scale Scholarly
Rigor and researcher-created survey pretest section, Attitudes toward History Class.
There was no correlation between the two variables, » =-.56, n =50, p = .284. A
scatterplot summarizes the results (Figure 2). Based on these data, there was no
correlation between pretest scores for Scholarly Rigor and pretest scores for Attitudes or

Dispositions toward History Class.



76

16.00-
o}
14.00 O
O (@] o O 0 [#] O o]

J
I
a 1200+ o o O 0 o Q
(1]
[+
[- W
(7] 9] [#] (= o] o o]
J
[+

10.00 o o o 0 o 0 o

o O
E.00 Q o Q
O
6.00 T T T T T T
15.00 20.00 25.00 30.00 35.00 40.00
CM3PRESR

Figure 2. Scatterplot Showing No Correlation between CM3II+ Pretest Scores for
Scholarly Rigor and Researcher-Created Pretest Scores for Attitudes or Dispositions
toward History Class.

The Figure 2 scatterplots illustrate no clear upward or downward slope from zero
and therefore show no positive or negative correlation between variables. In this case,
lack of a linear scatterplot shows no correlation between pretest scholarly rigor scores

and pretest student attitudes toward history scores (Statistics Help for Students, 2008).
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Table 13

Pearson’s Product Moment Correlations for CM311+ Scholarly Rigor Scale Posttest and
Researcher-Created Survey for Attitude toward History Class Scale Posttest

Student Dispositions
CM3II+ Pre SR R-Created Pre SA

CMB3II+ Pretest S Rig  Pearson Correlation 1 -.131

Sig. (2-tailed) 425

N 45 45
R-Created Pre SA Pearson Correlation -.131 1

Sig. (2-tailed) 425

N 45 45

Table 13 illustrates a Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation coefficient analysis
that was computed to assess the relationship between the CM31I+ posttest scale Scholarly
Rigor and researcher-created survey posttest section Attitudes toward History Class.
There was no correlation between the two variables, » =-.13, n =45, p = 425. A
scatterplot summarizes the results (Figure 3). Overall there was no correlation between
posttest scores for scholarly rigor and posttest scores for attitudes or dispositions toward

history class.
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Figure 3. Scatterplot Showing No Correlation between CM311+ Posttest Scores for
Scholarly Rigor and Researcher-Created Posttest Scores for Attitudes or Dispositions
toward History Class.

The Figure 3 scatterplots illustrate no upward or downward slope from zero and
therefore show no positive or negative correlation between variables. In this case, lack of
a linear scatterplot at all shows no correlation between posttest scholarly rigor scores and
posttest student attitudes toward history scores (Statistics Help for Students, 2008).
Qualitative Results

Though not the major focus of this study, the qualitative results of the study
yielded mixed results as well. In order to ensure fidelity of implementation, the

researcher visited the control classrooms to observe the instructions given and when
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possible to observe students working. Throughout the 12-week treatment period, the
instructor observed the students working daily on each of the inquiry assignments. In
addition, the researcher and the instructor met at the beginning and conclusion of the
study to discuss their observations. The researcher and the instructor met weekly to
discuss progress of the study formally and met almost daily informally.

In the course of the researcher and the instructor discussions, both noted that
many of the students seemed engaged in some lessons more than others. It was noticed
that students were more on task during those lessons that required the students to work
individually. When working in groups, the students were more talkative and the
instructor had to repeatedly remind some of them to get back on task.

The inquiry lessons were very challenging for the students, especially the special
education students. The researcher observed and the instructor related that many of them
had to have the directions explained individually after directions had been given to the
whole class. The researcher also noticed that during many of the inquiry lessons, it was
often difficult for the instructor to assist each student who needed one-on-one instruction.
In the poststudy meeting, the instructor noted students describing the lessons as “hard.”
The instructor also related that a few students in both classes asked for help on each
question stating that they did not understand. He believed that some of the students
wanted him to provide them with the answers if the item was challenging or time
consuming.

There were some positive observations by both the instructor and the researcher.
When engaging in the lessons that were more sensational or controversial, such as the
sinking of the Lusitania or the Atomic Bomb, many of the students asked interesting

questions about the subject matter and seemed more interested in the material. The
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instructor noted that the students requested less help during these lessons. Overall, the
instructor noted that the students were sometimes more engrossed in their task when
working on the inquiry lessons than they were when taking notes or answering
knowledge-level questions from the online textbook.

Last, both the instructor and the researcher observed students discussing the
material with one another on their own and taking contrary viewpoints regarding the
issues. Both agreed that the students seemed to delve deeper into the historical materials
when challenged with difficult inquiry-based instruction.

Summary

With the exception of the question group “critical thinking methods of
instruction,” the data analysis did not support the anticipated outcomes. The reasons for
this will be discussed at length in the next chapter. With regard to the first research
question, there was no significant effect on eighth-grade student dispositions toward
critical thinking after receiving inquiry lessons for 12 weeks. Though certain subscales
gained or lost mean points, none of these losses or gains were significant; and in most
cases, the scores were relatively constant. The mean points for the subscale Mental
Focus showed no change, while the mean points for the subscales Creative Problem
Solving and Scholarly Rigor showed a slight increase. Finally, the mean points for the
subscales Learning Orientation and Cognitive Integrity showed slight losses.

With regard to the second research question, there was no significant change in
eighth-grade student attitudes/dispositions toward their history classes after a 12-week
course of inquiry with the exception of the section “critical thinking methods of
instruction.” The sections of the researcher-created survey entitled “traditional methods

of teaching history” and “attitudes toward history classes” showed no significant increase
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or decrease in mean points. Though not significant, the section measuring Traditional
Methods of Instruction showed a slight decrease, and the last section measuring attitudes
toward history class stayed constant. Interestingly, the section measuring critical
thinking methods of instruction showed a slight increase, validating the fact that students
recognized an increase in instruction that solves historical problems and answers
historical questions. This was substantiated by the qualitative data that demonstrated
students were engaged in critical thinking scenarios but did not always know how to

enact the process.
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Chapter 5: Discussion
Introduction

The overriding purpose of this study was to determine what effect a course of
inquiry would have on eighth-grade student dispositions on critical thinking and their
history classes. The study sought to answer three research questions.

1. Is there a difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical

thinking after exposure to an inquiry model of teaching?

2. Is there a difference in eighth-grade student dispositions toward their social
studies classes after exposure to an inquiry model of teaching?

3. Is there a correlation between eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical
thinking and eighth-grade student dispositions/attitudes toward their social
studies classes?

To conduct the study, the literature review largely focused on the nature of critical
thinking and the need to increase critical thinking dispositions in order for students to
think critically. In addition, the literature review focused on student attitudes/dispositions
toward history and the need for students to be disposed to think critically when engaging
in historical thinking. Last, the nature of inquiry as a method of instruction was
discussed. Having defined and discussed these elements, the research was conducted.
This chapter reports on conclusions and recommendations resulting from this study.

Two survey instruments were utilized and administered pre and posttest to two
control classrooms of eighth-grade history students after a 12-week course of inquiry.
The first survey was the CM3II+, a four-point Likert survey measuring student
dispositions toward critical thinking. This survey instrument was purchased from Insight

Assessment (2014). The second survey utilized was a four-point Likert survey created by
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the researcher that measured student dispositions/attitudes toward students’ history
classes. Stanford History Education Group’s (2006) Reading Like a Historian provided
the course of inquiry lessons. The pretest CM3II+ survey and the pretest researcher-
created survey were given followed by 10 Reading Like a Historian lessons over a 12-
week period. These lessons were incorporated into the traditional course of study. Upon
completion of the 12-week treatment period, the CM3I1I+ posttest and the researcher-
created survey posttest were administered. Data were then collected to address the
research problems posed in Chapter 1 of this dissertation. Last, elements of the pre and
posttests of both surveys were tested for correlation. The data indicated no significant
effect of the inquiry lessons on eighth-grade student dispositions toward critical thinking
or toward their history classes. Additionally, no correlation was found between these two
dispositions.

This chapter discusses the study through a methodological, pedagogical, and
theoretical framework. Limitations to the study such as grouping, sample size, treatment
length, time of academic year of the study, student honesty, fidelity of implementation,
and the random assignment of groups are discussed. Last, recommendations are made for
researchers who are interested in conducting similar studies dealing with dispositions
toward critical thinking, dispositions/attitudes toward certain disciplines, and/or the effect
of inquiry on teaching and learning.

Anticipated Outcomes

Given the treatment groups’ responses to the researcher-created pretest, many of
them had received a preponderance of traditional methods of teaching such as lecture and
textbook usage prior to eighth grade. It was anticipated that a 12-week course of inquiry

would significantly increase student dispositions toward critical thinking. Given that
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many had been conditioned to respond positively to rote memorization prior to eighth
grade, it seemed that exposing them to inquiry would condition them to respond
positively to higher levels of thinking. Although the study did not meet the anticipated
outcome in this area, it did reinforce the findings of other studies concerning dispositions
toward critical thinking.

The results of this study reinforced Leader and Middleton’s (2004) conclusion
that development of dispositions takes time. Those studies that included multi-year
treatment periods, such as Giancarlo and Facione (2001), Lampert, (2006), and Miri et al.
(2007), found significant increases in student dispositions toward critical thinking; while
studies utilizing shorter treatment periods yielded results that were less significant
(Burns, 2009; Ernst & Monroe, 2006).

Leader and Middleton (2004) also believed that students might learn to detect
occasions for critical thinking as a natural habit of mind. These habits of mind (Marzano
et al., 1993) must be developed over time through daily reinforcement. Based on
observations, the inquiry lessons did help students become more aware of their own
thinking, become more accurate in their own thinking, become more open-minded, and
work more intensely to solve a task.

Another anticipated outcome was that a 12-week course of inquiry would increase
student dispositions or attitudes toward their social studies classes. Student surveys have
shown that many students have a negative attitude towards their history classes (Kelly &
VanSledright, 2001; Schug et al., 1982). Many attribute this to teacher use of traditional
methods in order to cover the copious state standards that teachers are forced to teach in
preparation for standardized tests (Doolittle et al., 2005). Again the study did not meet

the anticipated outcomes completely. In the researcher-created survey group of questions
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that included “critical thinking methods of instruction” questions, there was a significant
increase. This reveals that the students recognized that they were engaging in lessons
that required them to answer historical questions and solve historical problems more than
they had been previous to the pretest survey. This significant result could be evidence
that the students were developing “sensitivity to occasion” that Leader and Middleton
(2004) identified as the “bottleneck to critical thinking” (p. 3). This study reinforces the
idea that students can develop sensitivity to occasion to think critically and once
developed, over time, can become more disposed to critical thought.
Methodological Implications
Research Design

A discussion of the methodological implications of the study will begin with the
research design. Methodologically, the study utilized a quasi-experimental pretest/
posttest design consisting of intact or nonequivalent groups. There are some advantages
to this experimental design. The use of intact groups, though seen by some as a
weakness, can bring to the study a higher level of authenticity (Bryman & Bell, 2007).
The school’s administration and guidance department determined the makeup of the two
classes that acted as the treatment group. It was impossible for the researcher to
randomly allocate students to the treatment group without disruption of the normal school
day but this ensured that the treatment group was not contrived, designed, or artificial. In
addition, using intact groups reduces the time and resources needed for experimentation
by eliminating prescreening and randomization (Shuttleworth, 2008).

Unfortunately, this research design does introduce threats to internal validity.
According to Creswell (2012), threats to internal validity refer to problems in drawing

correct inferences about whether the covariation between the presumed treatment variable
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and the outcome reflects a causal relationship. In this study’s quasi-experimental design,
pretests and posttests are utilized and therefore history, testing, instrumentation, design
contamination, experimental mortality, maturation, and regression can be a threat to
internal validity (Creswell, 2012).
Threats to Internal Validity

This study uses a one-group design model. History is an unanticipated event
occurring while the experiment is in progress that can affect the group, or dependent
variable (Michael, 2004). History is a threat for the one-group design model. During this
study, history was a major issue in that there were so many events that could have
affected the dependent variable of the group as a whole. The environment was contained
and events were closely monitored; however, this study was conducted during the last 12
weeks of the school year. During these 12 weeks, the students were out of school for 1
week for spring break and many of them returned with a sense that the end of the year
was close. Some of the students lost some motivation to work after this date as student
fatigue became a factor. In addition, the end-of-year standardized test was given over the
course of 3 days in early May. Given that the inquiry lessons were given the last 12
weeks of school, many students may have perceived them as not being part of the
standard curriculum and merely “thrown in.” Testing may have intensified the perceived
irrelevance of the curriculum, in that all units were to be completed prior to the testing
dates. Those lessons given after the testing dates may have not been taken seriously or
seen as important by the sample group.

This study uses a one-group design model. History is an unanticipated event
occurring while the experiment is in progress that can affect the group, or dependent

variable (Michael, 2004). History is a threat for the one-group design model. During this
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study, history was not an issue as there were no unanticipated events that arose that could
have affected the dependent variable of the group as a whole. The environment was
contained and events were closely monitored; however, there was no way to control
unanticipated events that might have taken place in the personal lives of individual
members of the control group.

Testing is another threat to the validity of the pretest/posttest quasi-experiment
design. Testing occurs when the pretest scores affect the posttest scores in a
pretest/posttest design (Michael, 2004). It is possible the validity of this study was
affected in that the CM3I1I+ pre and posttests and the researcher-created pre and posttests
used in the study were identical. The CM3II+ is a very lengthy survey and though it is
unlikely that the students remembered each individual item after a 12-week treatment
period, the possibility does exist; and even a superficial familiarity with the questions
may have changed student responses to the instrument. With this instrument, it is less
likely that testing was a factor in the results. However, the researcher-created survey
measuring student attitudes contained only 14 items; therefore, it is more likely that
student memory could have made familiarity a factor in the results.

Instrumentation is when the instrument between pre and posttest can change,
posing a threat to internal validity of the experiment (Creswell, 2012). In this study, it is
difficult to determine the extent to which instrumentation affected the study. The
Stanford inquiry lessons were not standardized, so the instruments were constantly
changing to some extent; however, the basic structure of each lesson stayed the same.
This did not affect the pre or posttests. These were standardized, and the students
received the same posttest as pretest; so it is believed that instrumentation was a minimal

factor.
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There are two more internal validity threats to this research design that may have
had some impact on the results. Design contamination was evident from pretest to
posttest. Insight Assessment had to exclude some student scores on the CM3I1I+ due to
repetition of answers. For example, some students repeated the same answer for every
survey item (e.g., a,a,a,a,a,3,a,a,a,a,a,a,a,a). Others skipped items completely. It is
impossible to discern the motive behind these actions, but design contamination could
have skewed results to some extent. Some amount of experimental mortality took place.
Experimental mortality asks whether or not the same number of students completed the
entire study (Michael, 2004). A few of the students did not take the postttest due to
absence or during the 12-week treatment period the students were given out-of-school-
suspension or were serving in-school suspension. These posttests could not be made up
because the posttest was taken at the end of the school year and the students did not
return to school following the posttest’s delivery.

Maturation is when students develop or change during the experiment and these
changes may affect their scores from pretest to posttest (Creswell, 2012). There are two
elements of this study that guard against this threat to internal validity. First, the short
treatment time, 12 weeks, does not give enough time for maturation to pose a major
threat. In addition, all of the students are of the same general age; grade; and to some
extent, ability level. This also helps to ensure that maturation is not a major factor in the
study’s results.

Regression and selection are two threats to internal validity that were not a threat
to this study. Regression is when a researcher chooses individuals for a group based on
extreme scores (Creswell, 2012). This could not affect the study due to the fact that the

study used intact groups and students were not selected using any particular criteria.
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Selection refers to “people factors” that might introduce threats that influence the
outcome of the experiment (Creswell, 2012). Creswell (2012) recommended that random
selection can partially address this threat. Again, using intact groups minimized any
chance that selection would be a factor in the study.

Threats to External Validity

In every research design, there are threats to internal validity. In addition to this,
there are also threats to external validity. Creswell (2012) explained threats to external
validity as “problems that threaten our ability to draw correct inferences from the sample
data to other persons, settings, treatment variables, and measures” (p. 306). The threats
to external validity that were pertinent to this study include interaction of selection and
treatment and interaction of history and treatment.

Interaction of selection and treatment is defined by Creswell (2012) as “the
inability to generalize beyond the groups in the experiment, such as other racial, social,
geographical, age, gender or personality groups” (p. 306). This study utilized intact or
nonequivalent groups. As mentioned previously, the two teams of eighth-grade students
were carefully grouped by team and by individual classes by the administration and the
guidance department. They try to maintain a balance between teams with regard to
gender, ethnicity ratio, number of special education students, discipline history, and
behavior. They also try to assign to each team an equal number of students and an equal
number of advanced and regular classes, if possible (Anonymous, personal
communication, February 26, 2016). Taking this factor into account, these randomly
selected students are very diverse. The two “regular” classes selected for the study
include a variety of ability levels, personality types, ethnicities, and both genders. This

ensures some external validity as far as being able to compare findings to other groups of
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a similar grade, age, and ability level.

Interaction of history and treatment is the second threat to external validity that
was pertinent to this study and is defined in Creswell (2012) as “when the researcher tries
to generalize findings to past and future situations” (p. 306). This was the greatest threat
to external validity of this study. The treatment period took place during the last 12
weeks of the school year. The study might have achieved significant results if conducted
at the start of the school year. Had the study taken place at the start of the school year,
the inquiry lessons would have been integrated into the daily plans in such a way as to
make them seem like a component of the normal course of study. Because the inquiry
lessons were integrated into the normal course of study three fourths of the way through
the school year, student perceptions toward these lessons could have been that they were
inauthentic. Imposing a new strategy at this late date in the school year could have led to
negative attitudes on the posttest. Student fatigue at this time of the year could account
for the mean score concerning student attitudes toward history class staying constant at
11 from pretest to posttest. The end of the school year is a very chaotic time involving
standardized testing and spring break. These events involve major disruptions of the
schedule and could have had an effect on student mean scores. Because the state
standardized tests, which take days to complete, and the weeklong spring break are
scheduled each year close to the end of the school year, many students may not have
taken the posttests seriously as they are anticipating summer break. The instructors are
encouraged to finish the curriculum prior to state standardized testing. Though
instruction continues weeks after testing, the academic year when this study was
conducted, no exams were given. It is possible that many of the students perceived the

standardized testing as marking the end of the year. Indeed, the instructor involved in
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this study observed a marked disinterest in classwork among some students after spring
break and particularly after standardized testing was completed. The high numbers of
students who marked repetitive answers on the posttest surveys or did not mark certain
items at all could be evidence of this fatigue and disinterest.

Based on prior studies, the length of treatment for this study may have played a
role in the lack of significant results. Leader and Middleton (2004) found that
development of attitude strength takes time; and those studies that included a lengthy
treatment period (Giancarlo & Facione, 2001; Lampert, 2006; Miri et al., 2007) found
more significant results than those studies that used a shorter length of treatment (Bers et
al., 1996; Burns, 2009). Based on responses to the first five pretest questions on the
researcher-created survey measuring student attitudes toward history classes, many of
them have spent significant time in past history classes engaged in bookwork, lectures,
notes, and worksheets. At the start of the study, 47% of the students agreed or strongly
agreed that their social studies classes primarily used textbooks during instruction.
Eighty-two percent agreed or strongly agreed that worksheets were primarily used during
instruction. Ninety-percent agreed or strongly agreed that note taking and lecture were
primarily used during instruction. Sixty-four percent agreed or strongly agreed that they
primarily memorized facts during instruction in their social studies classes. The posttest
only showed a significant decrease when asking if the social studies classes primarily
used lecture. Ninety percent of the students responded on the pretest that lecture was
primarily used in their social studies classes. After the treatment of inquiry lessons for 12
weeks, the percentage dropped to 80%. With the exception of lecture, there was
insubstantial decrease or increase. Given these responses, it is probable that a multi-week

study is inadequate to show substantial differences in student dispositions. Based on this
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study and those mentioned above, multi-year studies yield more substantial results. If
students in social studies classes have primarily been conditioned to respond to direct
instruction for a number of years, it may be unrealistic to expect significant changes in
disposition in 12 weeks.
Pedagogical Implications

Active versus passive learning. With the exception of student attitudes toward
critical thinking methods of instruction, the study did not find significant quantitative
effects on student dispositions toward critical thinking or the students’ history classes.
However, from a qualitative standpoint, observations were made that suggest that
teachers and students would benefit from implementing a course of inquiry. During
formal meetings and informal discussions during the course of the study, the instructor
pointed out that students were more actively engaged in the inquiry lessons than they
were with traditional methods of instruction. He reported hearing complaints when the
students found out that they were going to take notes or read from the book. Neither the
researcher nor instructor heard such complaints when inquiry lessons were introduced.
The researcher and instructor observed that most of the students were busier and
authentically engaged while completing the inquiry lessons. Based on this study,
teachers and school districts wishing to implement a program of inquiry will find that this
program encourages active learning as opposed to the passiveness of notes and textbook
reading.

Teacher-centered learning versus student-centered learning. Often, history
teachers engage in lectures or textbook reading while students sit passively and listen. It
is this kind of instruction that caused many students to have negative views of history

classes (Trei, 2004). One of the things the instructor enjoyed most about the inquiry
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lessons was that he was able to act more as a facilitator than a transmitter of historical
information. The instructor stated that he gained a certain satisfaction with watching the
students become problem solvers as opposed to direction followers. The inquiry lessons
transferred much of the responsibility of the learning from the teacher to the student.
Once the lessons were introduced, it was the teacher’s responsibility to move around the
room and help those students in need or to encourage students to stay on task. It was the
students’ responsibility to gather information from sources that included contrary points
of view. From these sources, the students then formed their own positions. This is a
complete reversal of the traditional role of teacher and student in many history classes.
Most of the students seemed to react positively to taking responsibility for their own
learning and gaining a measure of intellectual autonomy and confidence. This study
reinforced Martin and Wineburg’s (2008) contention that history students should go
beyond rote memorization and practice historical thinking. The researcher and the
instructor observed that students seemed excited when they made an historical discovery
independently, as opposed to having the answer given to them. This benefit of a course
of inquiry for middle school students is similar to the benefit that Levy and Murnane
(2005) found among college students. When the students developed their own ideas or
made their own discoveries, it fostered a student’s sense of intellectual freedom, personal
authority, and identification with their academic or professional discipline.
Implementation of a Course of Inquiry

This study reinforces the findings of previous studies that it takes time to develop
critical thinking dispositions in students. Those studies with longer treatment periods
(Giancarlo & Facione, 2001; Leader & Middleton, 2004; Lampert, 2006; Miri et al.,

2007) found significant quantitative results, while quantitative results for this study and



94

others (Bers et al., 1996; Burns, 2009) that had shorter treatment periods were
insignificant. These results inform the researcher that teachers, schools, or districts
wishing to implement a course of inquiry must exercise patience. In addition, teachers
and researchers must implement the inquiry lessons at the beginning of the school year
and continue them throughout the school year. Approximately half of the eighth-grade
social studies students who participated in this study indicated that they had received
mostly traditional methods of instruction such as textbooks, worksheets, notes, lecture,
and memorization of facts. For students who have received primarily traditional methods
of instruction for 7 years of their school experience, a 12-week treatment period is
inadequate to affect change resulting in significant results.

Group or Individual Inquiry

Qualitative results were positive for most of the studies but were based solely on
observation. The problem with observation is that it cannot be easily discerned whether
the students were displaying increased dispositions/attitudes toward critical thinking
and/or their history classes due to the inquiry lessons or some other factor such as being
able to work in groups with friends.

Both the researcher and the team teacher observed enthusiasm among the students
when working in groups more so than when working individually. This would seem to
indicate that the increased enthusiasm and confidence in doing the work was based more
on the fact that the students were allowed to work with others and therefore was based on
social factors. The teacher in this study had no particular criteria for forming
collaborative groups. The teacher wishing to implement a program of inquiry should
group students within the class in a way that discourages socializing as much as possible

and encourages students to stay on task. According to Brame and Biel (2015), informal



95

cooperative grouping consists of small, informal, ad hoc groups that work together to
answer questions or respond to prompts from the instructor. The instructor in this study
used informal cooperative groups. It is possible that the lack of structure, which included
allowing the students to choose their own groups, led to a visible increase in positive
attitude but for the wrong reasons. During inquiry lessons where students worked
independently, both the teacher and the researcher observed most of the students staying
on task. During lessons when the students worked in informal groups, there was more
socializing and the students had to be encouraged to stay on task more often. Researchers
replicating this study or teachers implementing a course of inquiry should use formal
cooperative groups. Regular eighth-grade classes consist of a wide range of students with
a range of maturity levels. Some of them require more structure than others. According
to Brame and Biel, formal cooperative groups are characterized by
e Instructor defines the learning objective;
e Instructor-assigned, heterogeneous groups;
e Particular attention is paid to skills needed for success in the task;
e Assignment of specific roles within the groups;
e Communication by the instructor of the criteria for success and the types of
social skills that will be needed;
e Instructor plays an active role during the groups’ work, monitoring, and
evaluating group and individual performance; and
e Instructor encourages groups to reflect on interactions to identify potential
improvements for future group work.

This study’s informal cooperative group structure included some of the elements listed
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above, such as defining the learning objective, which were built in to the inquiry lessons
and monitoring of groups to evaluate individual and group progress.

Nine inquiry lessons were included in the regular course of study. It is possible
that nine lessons in a 12-week treatment period were excessive. The short treatment
period could have possibly caused the researcher to include an overly ambitious number
of inquiry lessons. These lessons require more thought and effort than many traditional
lessons and trying to cover too much material could have had the opposite effect than
increasing dispositions toward critical thinking and history classes. Teachers and future
researchers, besides increasing the length of treatment period, should include a realistic
number of inquiry lessons. The lessons chosen to be included in the study proved to be
difficult and frustrating for some of the students. According to Allington (2005), the
average student in secondary classrooms reads below grade level and some of the lessons
included in this study required large amounts of reading and writing. Teachers and
researchers need to encourage students to think deeply but also must be careful not to
overreach when implementing the lessons. A related factor with these lessons was the
time of year of the study. The SC PASS standardized test was given toward the end of
the 12-week treatment period. The teacher involved in the study stated that he felt
“rushed” to get through the material so he could get to the notes where facts that would
be on the PASS test were located. A longer treatment period will give educators and
researchers time to implement the material effectively. It will allow the students time to
work with less frustration and the instructor will have time to give aid to frustrated
individuals and groups. Finally, by implementing the program of inquiry earlier in the
school year, the teacher/researcher will be able to create long-range plans to deal with

holidays, state testing, and unforeseen interruptions to the school schedule.
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Pedagogically, it takes time to implement an effective course of inquiry. The
most effective courses of inquiry tend to last at least a year with multi-year courses
having the best result. For classroom teachers and researchers utilizing collaborative
groups, formal collaborative grouping provides the most structure for “regular” students
at this level to minimize social distractions. Inquiry requires higher level thinking and
adequate time must be allotted for students who have various abilities to complete the
lessons without frustration. Frustration can have the opposite effect of increasing
dispositions. Implementing the program of inquiry at the start of the year will help to
minimize disruptions from planned and unplanned events that disrupt the school
schedule.

Theoretical Implications

The genesis of this study sprang from my own experience as a classroom teacher.
I have always believed the most effective way to teach my history classes was through
allowing students to be more than passive listeners and absorbers of facts and instead
become historians for the approximately 36 weeks they are with me. Each year at the
beginning of the school year, when the students receive their first inquiry-based
classwork assignment, student hands are immediately raised. Like Lesh (2011), I found
that many students wanted me to give them the answers and they had no interest in
finding the answers themselves. These ambivalent and in some cases negative
dispositions or attitudes toward critical thinking caused me to think about whether or not
inquiry would improve these dispositions.

The theoretical implications of the study are that many of these eighth-grade
students have been conditioned to learn by rote memory. Table 14 illustrates that except

for textbook usage, which was still 47% of the 50 eighth-grade social studies students
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who responded to the teacher-created survey, 64-90% felt that they primarily used
worksheets, took notes, listened to lectures, and memorized facts. Conversely, students
who cited using projects, using independent and group research to answer historical
questions or to solve historical problems, ranged from 41-72%. Though some students
are being engaged in problem-based, higher level thinking types of instruction, the
majority is still being conditioned to learn history through primarily traditional methods
of instruction. As discussed earlier in this study, it takes time for a program of instruction
to have an effect on dispositions. This is especially true if the students have been

conditioned to memorize through traditional methods of teaching year after year.
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Pretest Researcher-Created Survey Questions 1-10 and Percentage of Student Responses

Question Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree

My social studies classes primarily 10.20% 36.73%  42.86% 10.20%

used textbooks during instruction.

My social studies classes primarily 50.00% 32.00% 16.00% 2.00%

used worksheets during instruction.

My social studies classes primarily 70.00% 20.00 8.00% 2.00%

used note-taking during instruction.

My social studies classes primarily 46.00% 44.00% 8.00% 2.00%

used lecture during instruction.

In my social studies classes we 20.00% 44.00% 30.00% 6.00%

primarily memorized facts during

instruction.

My social studies teacher primarily 4.00% 44.00% 38.00% 14.00%

used projects as history instruction.

In my social studies classes we 32.00% 40.00% 24.00% 4.00%

primarily used independent

Research to answer historical questions.

In my social studies classes we 22.00% 50.00% 20.00% 8.00%

primarily used independent research

to solve historical problems

My social studies classes 8.00% 38.00% 40.00% 14.00%

primarily used group research

to answer historical questions.

My social studies classes 6.12% 34.69% 48.98% 10.20%

primarily used group research
to solve historical problems.

Repetition is one of the earliest forms of learning. According to Weibell (2011),

Aristotle in ancient Greece stated, “it is frequent repetition that produces a natural

tendency and the more frequently two things are experienced together, the more likely it

will be that the experience or recall of one will stimulate the recall of the other” (para. 1).

It is entirely possible that when some students receive an assignment in class, they
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perceive that assignment as just another worksheet asking them to peruse a book for facts
to recall on the test. However, when they realize that they are being asked to compare
points of view or draw conclusion of their own for example, they do not have the
disposition to do so due to repeated reinforcement and repetition of a particular form of
thinking. In order to change this disposition toward rote memorization, students must be
conditioned to think in other ways. They must develop certain habits of mind that are in
contrast and even conflict with the way they learn in traditional social studies classroom
environments.

Through repeated pairing of a conditioned stimulus and an unconditioned
stimulus, Ivan Pavlov was able to condition a reflex to be triggered by the conditioned
stimulus (Weibell, 2011). Edward Thorndike conducted research on animals using
puzzle boxes and found that an animal makes a response; and when rewarded, the
response is learned. If the response is not rewarded, it eventually disappears. He called
this the “Law of Effect” (Reinemeyer, 1999). Watson extended the work Pavlov and
Thorndike did on animals to the experimental study of humans. He identified repetition
as one of the factors that establishes a habit (Weibell, 2011). Based on studies
concerning student attitudes toward social studies (Kelly & VanSledright, 2001) and this
study, I believe many social studies teachers have conditioned their students to rely
primarily on rote memorization. A certain amount of base knowledge is necessary in a
history class (Ciciora, 2009); however, when the students have been conditioned to
respond with requests for answers and the expectation of memorizing a collection of facts
until it has become habit, they have little inclination to seek answers themselves. They
have not actively engaged and are unfamiliar with the thinking necessary to engage in a

critical approach to learning social studies. It was hoped that a course of inquiry would
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encourage the students to apply the base knowledge by solving historical problems or
answering historical questions. By entering “deeper learning,” the process of fusing
content knowledge and real-world situations, students will transfer knowledge rather than
memorize it (Towler, 2014).

If some of these eighth-grade history students have been conditioned to respond
primarily to rote memorization and other traditional methods of instruction, how do we
help them to respond positively to inquiry? We assist the students in developing mental
habits that encourage them to learn on their own whatever they need or want to know
(Marzano et al., 1993). Marzano et al. (1993) identified five dimensions of learning. The
fifth-dimension is productive habits of mind. The first is self-regulated thinking and
learning. This habit of mind consists of being aware of your own thinking. This can help
students figure out themselves what they are doing wrong when working on a task. This
habit of mind also includes planning and being aware of necessary resources. Neglecting
to plan ahead and not having the necessary resources limits the students’ performance.
Being sensitive to feedback and being able to evaluate the effectiveness of their actions
assists the students in preventing careless mistakes and learning from mistakes when they
are made. The second habit of mind is critical thinking and learning. This habit of mind
includes seeking and being accurate when completing a task that requires precision.
Being open-minded and resisting impulsivity teaches the student to be less dismissive of
new ideas and to think before being so quick to respond. This habit of mind aids the
student in being confident about taking positions yet to be taken by others and being
sensitive to other people’s positions. The last of Marzano’s (2003) habits of mind is
creative thinking. This habit of mind encourages students to engage intensely in a task

when answers are not immediately apparent. It prompts students to push the limits of
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their knowledge and ability and to trust their own standards of evaluation and to look at a
problem from a different perspective.

The inquiry lessons teach some of the habits of mind by their very nature, such as
critical and creative thinking; but in order to change student dispositions, teachers must
encourage habits of mind, such as self-regulated thinking and learning, daily in their
classrooms. Theoretically, forming and strengthening these habits of mind will make the
students more receptive to inquiry and increase dispositions, balancing the habits of mind
with the students’ habits of relying on rote memorization. At the same time, it is hoped
that by learning and strengthening these habits of mind, and as students gain confidence
by becoming more effective at inquiry, their dispositions/attitudes toward history class
will improve. All conditioning takes time. It took years of conditioning for the students
to form traditional learning habits that limit their dispositions to think critically. It stands
to reason that it would possibly take months or years to condition them to form these
habits of mind. This exposes the core of the weakness of this study. The treatment must
be long enough to effectively condition the students to form habits of mind and positive
dispositions.

Limitations

This study presents several limitations. The first is sample size. The sample size
of the study was limited by budget constraints. The cost of purchasing the CM3II+ was
prohibitive, yet this is the only test the researcher was aware of that specifically targets
secondary education student dispositions toward critical thinking. According to Marley
(2016), larger sample sizes give more reliable results with greater precision and power,
but they also cost more time and money. The number of students who skipped survey

items or gave repetitive responses that invalidated their posttest scores and further
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lowered the sample size exacerbated this limitation.

The length of treatment could have had an effect on the outcome of the study.
Leader and Middleton (2004) found development of attitude strength takes time, and
those studies that included a lengthy treatment period (Giancarlo & Facione, 2001;
Lampert, 2006; Miri et al., 2007) found more significant results than those that included
shorter treatment periods (Bers et al., 1996; Burns, 2009). Based on responses to the
researcher-created survey, many social studies students have spent 7 years engaged in
bookwork, lectures, notes, and worksheets that do not challenge them to think critically.
It is probable that a multi-week study is not substantial enough to cause significant
differences in some students’ dispositions. If it takes years to condition students to
memorize and respond to direct instruction, it is probable that it would take a multi-year
practice of inquiry to positively dispose students to higher level thinking instruction.

A third limitation to this study is the time of year when the study was conducted.
By the time the proposal defense was concluded and the study could go forward, most of
the school year was completed. The 12-week treatment period comprised part of the
third 9-week grading period and all of the last 9-week grading period. Based on
researcher/teacher observation and the number of students who skipped items or wrote
the same response for every question and thus did not take the survey seriously at
posttest, some of the students were fatigued and ready for the school year to end. If the
study is not a multi-year study but one year or less, it is recommended that the researcher
complete the posttest early in the year before end-of-year fatigue sets in among the
sample group.

Student honesty is another study limitation. With all surveys, the results rely on

honesty. It cannot be guaranteed that all of the students answered the survey items
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truthfully and objectively. Based on skipped and repetitive items on the posttest survey
results for both the CM3II+ and the researcher-created survey, some students were
dishonest in their survey responses. The sample students were contained in the same
room and all were given the pre and posttests at the same time. Though the environment
was distraction-free and unlimited time was given for completion of the surveys, having
all of the students in the same room while administering pre and posttests could have
proved a distraction for some.

Fidelity of implementation may have been an issue when introducing the Stanford
inquiry lessons. Steps were taken to minimize this limitation as much as possible by
observing the instructions being explained by the teacher included in this study.
However, the presence of the researcher in the class may have proved to be a distraction
for some students. The lessons include meticulous instructions and are not open to much
interpretation by the teacher delivering the instruction. Although it changes the dynamic
of the classroom, the presence of the researcher was needed to ensure that the teacher did
not go “off script” and to ensure that instructions were delivered as written. Of course,
this cannot guarantee fidelity of implementation fully, and the researcher was unable to
stay in the teacher’s room for the entire lesson. A certain amount of trust in the
classroom teacher had to be given to ensure that the lessons were executed as they were
intended.

The sample students included in the study could be a limitation. The study was
quasi-experimental (Creswell, 2012) because random assignment of the sample groups
would have resulted in a disruption of the learning process; therefore, intact groups were
utilized. This means that students could not be grouped based on any particular

characteristics. Both eighth-grade classes contained students with a wide range of ability
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levels; and the guidance department and administrators attempted to keep a balance
between teams in regard to gender, ethnicity ratio, and number of special education
students; however, the researcher was prohibited from altering the sample groups or
grouping the sample in any way.

In broad terms, there are many variables that affect dispositions such as too many
standards, the nature of the content, instructor delivery, planned and unplanned
interruptions, foreseen and unforeseen events in the lives of the sample group, time of
school year, types of grouping, and student honesty. Though some could be controlled,
the researcher could not control all of the variables that affected this study.
Recommendations

The results of this study recommend further research. Though there are no other
studies that specifically seek to find out what effect inquiry has on eighth-grade
dispositions, there are studies that suggest that specific instructional methods can have a
positive effect on student dispositions toward critical thinking given an adequate
treatment period. As discussed in the literature review, students are often not encouraged
or disposed to use critical thinking skills. Further research is warranted to determine
what methods of instruction are most effective and to what degree. When we find those
methods of instruction that work best in increasing student dispositions toward critical
thinking, we can implement these in the classroom and help our young people compete in
the world of higher education and the 21st century workforce.

There are few recent studies that gauge student attitudes toward history class and
few that investigate whether or not a course of inquiry will have an effect on eighth-grade
student attitudes/dispositions toward history classes. Schug et al. (1982) and Kelly and

VanSledright (2001) found negative attitudes toward history class with the students using
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terms such as “boring,” “uninteresting,” and “irrelevant.” Like these studies, many
sample students in this study responded positively to these negative responses on the
researcher-created survey pre and posttests. There was little or no significant change in
student attitudes pre to posttest after a course of inquiry. This is a neglected area of study
with a gap in the literature concerning student attitudes toward history class and whether
or not they can be improved with specific methods of instruction. It is recommended that
more studies be conducted in an effort to find methods of instruction that can make
history more exciting and relevant for students.

It was decided to pursue Research Question 2 as an outgrowth of Research
Question 1. If student dispositions were increased to any extent, was it because of a
positive attitude toward critical thinking or was it a consequence of engaging in
something other than traditional methods of teaching history? The third research
question asked whether there was any correlation between dispositions toward critical
thinking and dispositions toward history class. There were no previous studies that
investigate this question and no correlation was found. The lack of studies warrants
further investigation in this area with a larger sample group, a longer treatment period,
and an earlier treatment window.

Further studies of any of the three research questions included in this study must
utilize a larger sample size of students. The researcher must take into account the fact
that some students may drop out of the study for a myriad of reasons, and some may not
take the surveys seriously, lowering the sample numbers. In addition, it is recommended
that future researchers conduct research on groups of students such as gifted and talented
students and advanced classes as well as regular classes. These studies should be

conducted over a course of years as opposed to months, if possible, to yield more
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significant results.

This study focused primarily on quantitative research and utilized informal
observation as the qualitative component. Past studies achieved significant results
through qualitative research as opposed to quantitative research (Leader & Middleton,
2004; Warren et al., 2004). It is recommended that future researchers conduct thorough
qualitative studies that utilize student and instructor interviews, formal observations, etc.

This study focused on dispositions as attitudes; however, Goleman (1995) and
Ritchart (2014) concentrated on the importance of emotions in developing dispositions.
They maintained that emotions lay the groundwork for any thinking that is to come and
the importance of controlling these emotions. It is recommended that future studies
concentrate on the role of emotions and how they affect student dispositions. Finally,
more future research should be conducted on middle school students. Of all of the grade
levels included in the studies of student dispositions, these groups of students are the
most underrepresented.

Summary

The results of this study were contrary to the anticipated outcomes that a course of
inquiry would improve dispositions. Several factors discussed could have impacted the
results such as sample size and treatment period. The findings were mixed with some
subscales and sections remaining constant, some slightly improved, and some slightly
decreased; however, none of the subscales and sections showed significant differences.
In addition, no correlation was found between dispositions toward critical thinking and
dispositions toward history class. The results show that further studies are needed
concerning whether or not particular instructional methods, such as inquiry, have any

effect on student dispositions toward social studies learning.



108

References

Abrami, P. C., Bernard, R. M., Borokhovski, E., Wade, A., Surkes, Rana, T., & Zhang,
D. (2008). Instructional interventions affecting critical thinking skills and
dispositions: A stage 1 meta-analysis. Review of Educational Research, 78(4),
1102-1134. Retrieved from
http://www.physics.emory.edu/faculty/weeks//journal/abrami-rer08.pdf

Achieve, Inc. (2005). Rising to the challenge: Are high school graduates prepared for
college and work? A study of recent high school graduates, college instructors
and employers. Retrieved from http://www.achieve.org/RisingtotheChallenge

Allington, R. L. (2005). Ideology is still trumping evidence. Phi Delta Kappan, 86(6),
464-468.

Arum, R., & Roksa, J. (2011, January 18). Are undergraduates actually learning
anything? The Chronicle of Higher Education. Retrieved from
http://chronicle.com/article/Are-UndergraduatesActually/125979/

Athman, J., Monroe, E., & Monroe, M. (2006). The effects of environment-based
education on students’ critical thinking skills and disposition toward critical
thinking. Environmental Education Research, 12(3-4), 429-443,
doi:10.1080/13504620600942998. Retrieved from
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ceer20

Barton, K. C. (2005). Primary sources in history: Breaking through the myths. Phi Delta
Kappan, 86(10). Retrieved from
http://www.kappanmagazine.org/content/86/10/745.full.pdf+html

Bass, R. V., & Good, J. W. (2004). Educare and educere: Is a balance possible in the
educational system? The Educational Forum, Winter 2004(68), 161-168.
Retrieved from http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ724880.pdf

Bers, T. H., McGowan, M., & Rubin, A. (1996). The disposition to think critically among
community college students: The California critical thinking dispositions
inventory. Journal of General Education, 45(3), 197-223. Retrieved from
https://gardnerwebb.illiad.oclc.org.ezproxy.gardner- webb.edu/Il
liad/illiad.dl1?Action=10&Form=75&Value=17072

Blackburn, B., & Williamson, R. (2009). Increasing rigor. Principal Leadership, 9(8), 28-
31. Retrieved from
http://r.search.yahoo.com/ ylt=A0SO8yVa8JJW8FY A3pxXNyoA; ylu=X30DM
TByc3RzMXFjBGNvbG8DZ3ExBHBvewMOBHZ0aWQDBHNIYwNzcg--
/RV=2/RE=1452499163/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2{%2fwww.barbarablackburnonli
ne.com%?2fapp%2fdownload%2£f7005469604%?2fIncreasing%2bRigor%2b%28Pr
incipal%2bLeadership%29.pdf/RK=0/RS=XKbeBWMuLIA7wyl.A7a_e2auuB§-


http://www.physics.emory.edu/faculty/weeks/journal/abrami-rer08.pdf
http://www.achieve.org/RisingtotheChallenge
http://chronicle.com/article/Are-UndergraduatesActually/125979/
http://www.kappanmagazine.org/content/86/10/745.full.pdf+html
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ724880.pdf
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~AU%20%22Blackburn%2C%20Barbara%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~AU%20%22Williamson%2C%20Ronald%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~JN%20%22Principal%20Leadership%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0SO8yVa8JJW8FYA3pxXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDM
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0SO8yVa8JJW8FYA3pxXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDM

109

Bloom, B. S. (1984). Taxonomy of educational objectives book 1: Cognitive domain.
New York: Longman.

Brady, M. (2008). Cover the material or teach students to think? Educational Leadership,
65(5), 64-67. Retrieved from www.marionbrady.com

Brame, C. J., & Biel, R. (2015). Setting up and facilitating group work: Using
cooperative learning groups effectively. Retrieved from
http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/setting-up-and-facilitating-group-work-
using-cooperative-learning-groups-effectively/

Bryman, A., & Bell, E. (2007). Business research methods. United Kingdom: Oxford
University Press.

Burenheide, B. (2007). I can do this: revelations on teaching with historic thinking. The
History Teacher, 41(1), 55-61. Retrieved from
http://www.scribd.com/doc/140669455/1-Can-Do-This-Revelations-on-Teaching-
With-Historical-Thinking

Burns, E. (2009). The use of science inquiry and its effect on critical thinking skills and
dispositions in third grade students. (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.gardner-
webb.edu/pqdthss/docview/304922830/fulltextPDF/C69A00459B61403BPQ/1?a
ccountid=11041

Calder, L. (2006). Uncoverage: toward a signature pedagogy for the history survey. The
Journal of American History, 92(4), 1358-1370. Retrieved from
http://www.iub.edu/~tchsotl/part3/calder%20uncoverage files/ContentServer dat
a/20248906.pdf

Carlson, P. (2011) Sam Wineburg: Critic of history education. American History, 46(5),
28. Retrieved from
httsp://ehis.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer?vid=4&sid=9af08d36-8c58-41e2-
bac7-daf29c476ced%40sessionmagr4001&hid=4203

Center for Comprehensive School Reform. (2005). Using scientifically based research in
schools. October 2005 Newsletter. Retrieved from
http://www.centerforcsri.org/index.php?Itemid=40&id=204&option=com_content
&task=view

Ciciora, P. (2009). Rote memorization of facts leads to collective cluelessness. News
Bureau: University of lllinois. Retrieved from
http://news.illinois.edu/news/09/0212history.html

Common Core State Standards Initiative (2012). Read the standards. Retrieved from
http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/


http://www.marionbrady.com/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/140669455/I-Can-Do-This-Revelations-on-Teaching-
http://www.scribd.com/doc/140669455/I-Can-Do-This-Revelations-on-Teaching-
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.gardner-webb.edu/pqdthss/docview/304922830/fulltextPDF/C69A00459B61403BPQ/1?accountid=11041
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.gardner-webb.edu/pqdthss/docview/304922830/fulltextPDF/C69A00459B61403BPQ/1?accountid=11041
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.gardner-webb.edu/pqdthss/docview/304922830/fulltextPDF/C69A00459B61403BPQ/1?accountid=11041
http://www.iub.edu/~tchsotl/part3/calder%20uncoverage_files/ContentServer_dat
http://www.iub.edu/~tchsotl/part3/calder%20uncoverage_files/ContentServer_dat
http://ehis.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer?vid=4&sid=9af08d36-8c58-41e2-bac7-
http://ehis.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdfviewer?vid=4&sid=9af08d36-8c58-41e2-bac7-
http://www.centerforcsri.org/index.php?Itemid=40&id=204&option=com_content&task
http://www.centerforcsri.org/index.php?Itemid=40&id=204&option=com_content&task
http://news.illinois.edu/news/09/0212history.html
http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/

110

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: planning, conducting, and evaluating
quantitative and qualitative research (4th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson.

Cutler, D. (2014a). You have to know history to actually teach it: An interview with Eric
Foner, Pulitzer prize-winning author of The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and
American Slavery. The Atlantic Online, January 10, 2014. Retrieved from
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/01/you-have-to-know-history-
to-actually-teach-it/282957/

Cutler, D. (2014b). High school history doesn’t have to be boring: by tying past events to
contemporary issues, teachers can move beyond rote memorization. The Atlantic
Online, May 1, 2014. Retrieved from
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/05/how-i-
teachhistory/361459/

Davies, M. (2006). An ‘infusion’ approach to critical thinking: more on the critical
thinking debate. Higher Education Research & Development, 25(2), 179-193.
Retrieved from
http://www.academia.edu/448881/An_Infusion Approach to Critical Thinking
Moore on_the Critical Thinking Debate

Dewey, J. (2012). How we think: A restatement of the relation of reflective thinking to
the educative process. USA. Renaissance Classics.

Dewey, J., & Bento, J. (2009). Activating children’s thinking skill (ACTS): The effects
of an infusion approach to teaching thinking in primary schools. British Journal
of Educational Psychology, 79, 329-351 Retrieved from
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardnerwebb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?
sid=2b8f37ac-d701-4576-909¢c-
d9956638693b%40sessionmgr4002&vid=6&hid=4202

Dicamillo, L. (2010). Linking teaching for understanding to practice in a U.S. history
class. The Social Studies, 101, 10-16. Retrieved from
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00377990903284088

Donham, J. (2010). Deep learning though concept-based inquiry. School Library
Monthly, 27(1), 8. Retrieved from
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001454/Centricity/Domain/136/Deep%
20Learning%20Through%?20Concept-Based%20Inquiry.pdf

Doolittle, P., Hicks, D., & Ewing, T. (2005). The doing of history. Historical inquiry:
Scaffolding wise practices in the history classroom. Retrieved from
http://historicalinquiry.com

Durr, C. R., Lahart, T., E., & Maas, R. M. (1999). Improving critical thinking skills in
secondary math and social studies classes. (Master’s Thesis). Retrieved from
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED434016.pdf


http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/01/you-have-to-know-history-
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/01/you-have-to-know-history-
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/05/how-i-teachhistory/361459/
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/05/how-i-teachhistory/361459/
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001454/Centricity/Domain/136/Deep%25
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001454/Centricity/Domain/136/Deep%25
http://historicalinquiry.com/
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED434016.pdf

111

Eamon, M. (2006). A “genuine relationship with the actual” new perspectives on primary
sources, history and the internet in the classroom. History Teacher, 39(3) 297-
314. Retrieved from http://eds.a.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardner-
webb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=15ae70a8-d1ee-497¢-ac3d-
12ab99415ff0%40sessionmgr4005&vid=6&hid=4205

Edmonds, M., Hull, J., A., Janik, E. L., & Rylance, K. (2005). History and critical
thinking: A handbook for using historical documents to improve students’
thinking skills in the secondary grades. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Historical
Society. Retrieved from
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/pdfs/workshophandbook.pdf

Ennis, R. H. (1989). Critical thinking and subject specificity. Educational Researcher,
18(3). Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/1174885711d=3739896&uid=2482526453
&uid=2134&uid=2482526463 &uid=2&uid=70&uid=3 &uid=2482526453 &uid=3
739256&uid=60&sid=21103980517041

Ennis, R. H. (1991). Critical thinking: A streamlined conception. Teaching Philosophy,
14(1). Retrieved from
http://faculty.education.illinois.edu/rhennis/documents/EnnisStreamlinedConcepti
on.pdf

Ernst, J. A., & Monroe, M. (2006). The effects of environment-based education on
students’ critical thinking skills and disposition toward critical thinking.
Environmental Education Research, 12(3-4), 429-443.
doi:10.1080/13504620600942998. Retrieved from
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ceer20

Facione, P. A. (1990). Critical thinking: A statement of expert consensus for purposes of
educational assessment and instruction. Research findings and recommendations.
American Philosophical Association. Retrieved from

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED315423.pdf

Facione, P. A., & Facione, N. C. (1992). Test manual: The California critical thinking
dispositions inventory. Millbrae, CA: The California Academic Press.

Facione, P. A., Facione, N. C., & Giancarlo, C. A. (1997). The motivation to think in
working and learning. In E. A. Jones (Ed.), Preparing competent college
graduates: Setting new and higher expectations for student learning -New
directions for higher education, 96, 67-79. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Fazio, R. H. (1990). Multiple processes by which attitudes guide behavior: The MODE
model as an integrative framework. In M. P. Zanna (Ed.), Advances in
Experimental Social Psychology, 23, 75-109. New York: Academic Press.


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/pdfs/workshophandbook.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ceer20
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED315423.pdf

112

Fazio, R. H. (1995). Attitudes as object-evaluation associations: Determinants,
consequences, and correlates of attitude accessibility. In R. E. Petty & J. A.
Krosnick (Eds.), Attitude strength: Antecedents and consequences. Mahwah, NJ:
Lawrence Erlbaum.

Fischer, F. (2010). Uncovering history for future history teachers. History Teacher, 43(3).
Retrieved from http://eds.a.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardner-
webb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=48f9b612-4180-43bf-8429-
4c9adab214d7%40sessionmgr4003 &vid=9&hid=4211

Fisher, A. (2001). Critical thinking: An introduction. Cambridge, United Kingdom:
Cambridge University Press.

Foner, E. (2014). You have to know history to actually teach it. The Atlantic online.
Retrieved from http://ericfoner.com/articles/01142141atlantic.html

Forehand, M. (2005). Bloom’s taxonomy: Original and revised. In M. Orey (Ed.),
Emerging perspectives on learning, teaching, and technology. Retrieved from
http://epltt.coe.uga.edu/index.php?title=Bloom%27s Taxonomy

Fragnoli, K. (2005). Historical inquiry in a methods classroom: Examining our beliefs
and shedding our old ways. Social Studies. November-December 2005. Retrieved
from
http://ehis.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardnerwebb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?v
1d=3&sid=e62¢c4106-21bb-4672-a61b-
90166bc377c5%40sessionmgrl 12&hid=102

Gagne, R. M. (1977). The conditions of learning (3rd ed.). New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston.

Gallagher, K. (2009). Readicide: How schools are killing reading and what you can do
about it. Portland, ME. Stenhouse Publishers.

Giancarlo, C. A., Blohm, S. W., & Urdan, T. (2004). Assessing secondary students’
disposition toward critical thinking. Development of the California measure of
mental motivation. Educational and Psychological Measurement, 64(347).
doi:10.1177/0013164403258464. Retrieved from
http://epm.sagepub.com.ezproxy.gardner-
webb.edu/content/64/2/347.full.pdf+html

Giancarlo, C. A., & Facione, P. A. (2000). The California measure of mental motivation.
Millbrae: California Academic Press.


http://epltt.coe.uga.edu/index.php?title=Bloom%27s_Taxonomy
http://ehis.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardnerwebb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?v
http://ehis.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardnerwebb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?v

113

Giancarlo, C. A., & Facione, P. A. (2001). A look across four years at the disposition
toward critical thinking among undergraduate students. The Journal of General
Education, 50(1). University Park, PA: The Pennsylvania State University.
Retrieved from
http://r.search.yahoo.com/ ylt=A0SO8z4wBO9hTsgYA oZXNyoA; ylu=X30DM
TEzY2hzbGYzBHNIYwWNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2dxMQR2dGlkA1ZJUDQ2
OF8x/RV=2/RE=1406695345/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2{%2 fwww.insightassessm
ent.com%?2fcontent%2fdownload%2{753%2{4773%2ffile%2{Giancarlo%2526Fa
cione JGE%2b2001.pdf/RK=0/RS=K8h HxZcmJfFNHcqvsfrlj.J fg-

Glaser, E. M. (1941). An experiment in the development of critical thinking. New York:
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University.

Goforth, C. (2017). Using and interpreting Chronbach’s alpha. Research data services
and sciences. University of Virginia. Retrieved from
http://data.library.virginia.edu/using-and-interpreting-cronbachs-alpha/

Golden, C. (2011). Educating for critical thinking: Thought-encouraging questions in a
community of inquiry. Higher Education Research & Development, 30(3), 357-
370. doi:10.1080/07294360.2010.499144. Retrieved from
http://eric.ed.gov/?1d=EJ923823

Goleman, D. (1995). Emotional intelligence. New York: Bantam.

Halpern, D., F. (1998). Teaching critical thinking for transfer across domains:
Disposition, skills, structure training, and metacognitive monitoring. American
Psychologist, 53(4). Retrieved from
http://projects.ict.usc.edu/itw/vtt/Halpern AmPsy98CritThink.pdf

Halpern, D. H. (2014). Thought & knowledge. an introduction to critical thinking. New
York: Psychology Press.

Harris, P., Smith, B. M., & Harris, J. (2011). The myths of standardized tests: Why they
don’t tell you what you think they do. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers Inc.

Hicks, D., Carroll, J., Doolittle, P., Lee, J., & Oliver, B. (2004). Teaching the mystery of
history. Social Studies and the Young Learner, 16(3), 14-16. Retrieved from
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/publications/scimMystery.pdf

Horst, A. (2013). Parametric v. non-parametric data. Stats the way I like it. University of
California, Santa Barbara. Retrieved from
http://statsthewayilikeit.com/about/parametric-v-non-parametric-data/

Insight Assessment. (2014). Retrieved from
http://www.insightassessment.com/Products/Products-Summary/Critical-
Thinking-Attributes-Tests/California-Measure-of-Mental-Motivation-Level-11


http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ923823
http://projects.ict.usc.edu/itw/vtt/HalpernAmPsy98CritThink.pdf
http://www.historicalinquiry.com/publications/scimMystery.pdf
http://statsthewayilikeit.com/about/parametric-v-non-parametric-data/
http://www.insightassessment.com/Products/Products-Summary/Critical-
http://www.insightassessment.com/Products/Products-Summary/Critical-

114

Insight Assessment. (2015). California measure of mental motivation users manual. San
Jose, CA: The California Academic Press.

Jonassen, D. H. (1997). Instructional design models for well-structured and ill-structured
problem-solving learning outcomes. Educational Technology Research and
Development, 45(1), 65-94. Retrieved from
http://webkelley.com/HBS/ID%20Models%20for%20Well-Structured.pdf

Kek, M., Yih, C. A., & Huijser, H. (2011). The power of problem-based learning in
developing critical thinking skills: preparing students for tomorrow’s digital

futures in today’s classrooms. Higher Education Research and Development,
30(3), 329-341.

Kelly, T., & VanSledright, B. (2001). Wise social studies teaching in an age of high
stakes testing: Essays on classroom practices and possibilities. In 4 Journey
toward Wiser Practice in the Teaching of American History, Chapter 11. Edited
by E. A. Yeager and O. L. Davis, Jr. The University of Texas at Austin,
Information Age Publishing.

Kennedy, M., Fisher, M. B., & Ennis, R. H. (1991). Critical thinking: Literature review
and needed research. In L. Idol & B. F. Jones (Eds.), Educational values and
cognitive instruction: Implications for reform (pp. 11-40). Hillsdale, NJ:
Lawrence Erlbaum & Associates.

King, B. M., Newmann, F. M., & Carmichael, D. L. (2009). Authentic intellectual work:
Common standards for teaching social studies. Social Education, 73(1), 43.
Retrieved from
http://centerforaiw.com/sites/centerforaiw.com/files/AIW.SocEd _.pdf

Kohn, A. (2000). Standardized testing and its victims. Education Week. September, 27.
Retrieved from http://www.alfiekohn.org/article/standardized-testing-victims/

Kruse, J., & Presseisen, B. Z. (1987). A catalog of programs for teaching thinking.
Philadelphia, PA: Research for Better Schools Inc. Retrieved from
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED290125.pdf

Laerd Statistics. (2013a). Cronbach’s alpha using SPSS. Retrieved from
https://statistics.laerd.com/spss-tutorials/cronbachs-alpha-using-spss-statistics.php

Laerd Statistics. (2013b). Pearson product-moment correlation. Retrieved from
https://statistics.laerd.com/statistical-guides/pearson-correlation-coefficient-
statistical-guide.php

Lampert, N. (2006). Critical thinking dispositions as an outcome of art education. Studies
in Art Education: A Journal of Issues and Research, 47(3). Virginia
Commonwealth University. Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/254757827&seq=2#page scan_tab contents


http://webkelley.com/HBS/ID%20Models%20for%20Well-Structured.pdf
http://centerforaiw.com/sites/centerforaiw.com/files/AIW.SocEd_.pdf
http://www.alfiekohn.org/article/standardized-testing-victims/
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED290125.pdf
https://statistics.laerd.com/spss-tutorials/cronbachs-alpha-using-spss-statistics.php
https://statistics.laerd.com/statistical-guides/pearson-correlation-coefficient-
https://statistics.laerd.com/statistical-guides/pearson-correlation-coefficient-
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25475782?&seq=2#page_scan_tab_contents

115

Lazar, S. (2011). Teaching history through inquiry. Education Week. Published online
November 1, 2011. Retrieved from
http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2011/10/31/tln_lazar.html

Leader, L. F., & Middleton, J. A. (2004). Promoting critical thinking dispositions by
using problem solving in middle school mathematics. Research in Middle Level
Education Online, 28(1). Retrieved from
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ807418.pdf

Lee, V. S., Greene, D. B., Odom, J., Schechter, E., & Slatta, R. W. (2004). What is
inquiry guided learning? Virginia Lee (Ed.), Teaching and learning through
inquiry: A guidebook for institutions and instructors (p. 9). Sterling, VA: Stylus
Publishing.

Lesh, B. (2011). Why won't you just tell us the answer? Teaching historical thinking in
grades 7-12. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

Levy, F., & Murnane, R. (2005). The new division of labor: How computers are creating
the next job market. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Levy, P., & Petrulis, R. (2012). How do first year university students experience inquiry
and research and what are the implications for the practice of inquiry-based
learning? Studies in Higher Education, 37(1), 85-101. Retrieved from
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardner-
webb.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?sid=69ecce1¢c-05d1-47¢c5-b8bc-
a8321392b419%40sessionmgr4004&vid=4&hid=4113

Liu, C. (2006). Connecting the dots between critical thinking skills and dispositions for
middle school students. (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from ProQuest
Dissertation and Theses. (3243081)

Maloy, R. W., & LaRoche, 1. (2010). Student-centered teaching methods in the history
classroom: Ideas, issues, and insights for new teachers. Social Studies Research
and Practice, 5(2). Retrieved from http://www.academia.edu/420967/Student-
Centered Teaching Methods In the History Classroom Ideas Issues and Insi
ghts for New Teachers

Marley, S. (2016). The importance and effect of sample size. Select Statistical Services.
[Blog Post]. Retrieved from https://select-statistics.co.uk/blog/importance-effect-
sample-size/

Martin, D., & Wineburg, S. (2008). Seeing thinking on the web. The History Teacher,
41(3). Retrieved from
http://www jstor.org/action/showShelf?action=add&doi=10.2307%2F30036914

Marzano, R. J. (2003). What works in schools: Translating research into action.
Alexandra, VA: ASCD.


http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2011/10/31/tln_lazar.html

116

Marzano, R. J., Pickering, D., & McTighe, J. (1993). Assessing student outcomes:
Performance assessment using the dimensions of learning model. Alexandria,
VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. Retrieved from
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED461665.pdf

Matthews, S. R., & Lowe, K. (2011). Learning classroom environments that foster a
disposition for critical thinking. Learning Environments Research. Retrieved
from
http://teachinghistory.org/system/files/teachinghistory special report 2011.pdf

Mayer, R. (2002). Rote versus meaningful learning. Theory into Practice, 41(4).
Retrieved from http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-94872709.html

McPeck, J. E. (1981). Critical thinking and education. New York: St. Martin’s Press.

Michael, R. S. (2004). Threats to internal and external validity. Retrieved from
http://www.indiana.edu/~educy520/sec5982/week 9/520in_ex_validity.pdf

Middleton, J. A., Lesh, R., & Heger, M. (2003). Interest, identity, and social functioning:
Central features of modeling activity. In Doerr, H. & Lesh, R. (Eds.), Beyond
constructivism: A models and modeling perspective on mathematics problem
solving, learning and teaching (pp. 1-21). NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Miri, B., Ben-Chaim, D., & Zoller, Y. (2007). Purposefully teaching for the promotion of
higher order thinking skills: a case of critical thinking. Research in Science
Education, 37(4), 353-369. doi:10.1007/s11165-006-9029-2. Retrieved from
http://ejournals.ebsco.com.ezproxy.gardner-
webb.edu/Direct.asp? AccessToken=5W64R4RTRBQIQSSUVINWVPBFZOR6T
66FWQ&Show=0bject

Nickerson, R. S., Perkins, D. N., & Smith, E. E. (1985). The teaching of thinking.
Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Nosich, G. M. (2005). Problems with two standard models for teaching critical thinking.
New Directions for Community Colleges, 130(Summer 2005) 59-67. Retrieved
from http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cc.196/pdf

Nosich, G. (2012). Learning to think things through: A guide to critical thinking. New
York: Prentice Hall.

Paul, R. (1992). Critical thinking: What every person needs to survive in a rapidly
changing world. (pp.103). Santa Rosa, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking.


http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED461665.pdf
http://teachinghistory.org/system/files/teachinghistory_special_report_2011.pdf
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-94872709.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cc.196/pdf

117

Paul, R., & Nosich, G. (1992). 4 model for the national assessment of higher order
thinking. Santa Rosa, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking. Retrieved from
http://ehis.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.gardnerwebb.edu/ehost/detail?vid=3&hid=124
&s1d=d4b9101c-c24b-492e-
98682b2555e9¢c97%40sessionmgr15&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbG127Q%3
d#db=eric& AN=ED353296

Perkins, D. N., Jay, E., & Tishman, S. (1993). Beyond abilities: A dispositional theory of
thinking. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 39(1), 1-21. Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/23087298?uid=3739896 &uid=248252645
3&uid=2134&uid=2482526463 &uid=2&uid=70&uid=3 &uid=2482526453 &uid=
3739256&uid=60&sid=21104414021023

Perry, R. P. (2003). Perceived academic control and causal thinking in achievement
settings: Markers and mediators. Canadian Psychologist, 44(4), 312-331.
Retrieved from http://psycnet.apa.org/journals/cap/44/4/312.pdf

Perry, R. P., Hladkyj, S., Pekrun, R. A., & Chipperfield, J. G. (2005). Perceived academic
control and failure in college students: A three-year study of scholastic
attainment. Research in Higher Education, 46(5), 535-569. Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/40197357?searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBa
sicSearch%3FQuery%3DPerceived%2Bcontrol%2Bin%2Bcollege%2Bstudents%
253 A%?2BImplications%2Bfor%?2Binstruction%2Bin%2Bhigher%2Beducation%
26amp%3Bacc%3Doff%26amp%3Bwc%3Don%26amp%3Bfc%3Doff&resultite
mClick=true&Search=yes&searchText=Perceived&searchText=control&searchT
ext=in&searchText=college&searchText=students%253 A&searchText=Implicati
ons&searchText=for&searchText=instruction&searchText=in&searchText=highe
r&searchText=education&uid=3739896&uid=2482526453 &uid=2134&uid=2482
526463 &uid=2&uid=70&uid=3 &uid=2482526453 &uid=3739256&uid=60&sid=
21104551958513

Reinemeyer, E. (1999). Edward Lee Thorndike. Muskingum College Department of
Psychology. Retrieved from
http://www.muskingum.edu/~psych/psycweb/history/thorndike.htm

Resnick L. B. (1987). Education and learning to think. Washington, DC: National
Academy Press.

Ritchart, R. (2014). Of dispositions, attitudes, and habits: Exploring how emotions shape
our thinking. Retrieved from
http://www.academia.edu/2282849/0OF DISPOSITIONS ATTITUDES AND H
ABITS EXPLORING HOW_EMOTIONS SHAPE OUR_THINKING

Rusche, S., Kendra, N., & Kendra, J. (2011). “You have to absorb yourself in it”: Using
inquiry and reflection to promote student learning and self-knowledge. Teaching
Sociology, 39(4), 338-353. doi:10:1177/0092055X11418685. Retrieved from
http://www.asanet.org/images/journals/docs/pdf/st/Oct1 1 TSFeature.pdf


http://psycnet.apa.org/journals/cap/44/4/312.pdf
http://www.muskingum.edu/~psych/psycweb/history/thorndike.htm
http://www.asanet.org/images/journals/docs/pdf/st/Oct11TSFeature.pdf

118

Saavedra, A. R., & Opfer, D. V. (2012). Learning 21st century skills requires 21st
century teaching. Phi Delta Kappan, 94(2), 8-13. Retrieved from
http://eric.ed.gov/?1d=EJ1003128

Sample, M. (2011). Teaching for uncoverage rather than coverage. The Chronicle of
Higher Education. Retrieved from
http://chronicle.com/blogs/prothacker/teaching-for-uncoverage-rather-than-
coverage/35459

Savich, C. (2008). Improving critical thinking in history. Retrieved from
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED501311.pdf

Schug, M. C., Todd, R. J., & Beery, R. (1982). Why kids don’t like social studies. Paper
presented at the annual meeting of the national council for the social studies.
Boston, MA. Retrieved from
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED224765.pdf

Shuttleworth, M. (2008). Quasi-experimental design. Retrieved from
https://explorable.com/quasi-experimental-design

Southern Regional Education Board (2012). Making middle grades work technical
assistance visit report. Atlanta, GA: Paula Costello.

Stanford History Education Group. (2006). Reading like a historian. Retrieved from
http://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh

Statistics Help for Students. (2008). How do I interpret data in SPSS for Pearson’s r and
scatterplots? Retrieved from http://statistics-help-
forstudents.com/How_do I interpret data in SPSS for Pearsons r and scatter
plots.htm#. WGmmKunolFI

Stoskopf, A. (2001, Feb.). Reviving clio: Inspired history teaching and learning (without
high stakes tests). Phi Delta Kappan, 82(6), 468-473. Retrieved from
http://www.kappanmagazine.org/content/82/6/468.short

Stupniski, R. H., Renaud, R. D., Daniels, L. M., Haynes, T. L., & Perry, R. P. (2008).
The interrelation of first year college students’ critical thinking disposition,
perceived academic control and academic achievement. Research in Higher
Education, 49(6). Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/25704580?uid=2134&uid=3739896 &uid=
2482526463 &uid=2&uid=70&uid=3 &uid=2482526453 &uid=3739256&uid=60&
sid=21106160429331

Swartz, R. J., & Perkins, D. N. (1990). Teaching thinking: Issues and approaches. Pacific
Grove, CA: Midwest Publications.


javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~AU%20%22Saavedra%2C%20Anna%20Rosefsky%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~AU%20%22Opfer%2C%20V.%20Darleen%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~JN%20%22Phi%20Delta%20Kappan%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');
http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1003128
http://chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/teaching-for-uncoverage-rather-than-
http://chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/teaching-for-uncoverage-rather-than-
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED501311.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED224765.pdf
http://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
http://www.kappanmagazine.org/content/82/6/468.short
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/25704580?uid=2134&uid=3739896&uid

119

Tankersley, K. (2005). Literacy strategies for grades 4-12: Reinforcing the threads of
reading. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development.

Tishman, S., & Andrade, A. (1999). Thinking dispositions: A review of current theories,
practices and issues. The Cognitive Skills Group at Harvard Project Zero.
Retrieved from
http://r.search.yahoo.com/ ylt=AwrBT8qhfSFVQN4A8KJXNyoA; ylu=X30DM
TEyaDhtbm12BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvewMxBHZ0aWQDQjAzNjJIfIMQRzZW
MDc3I-
/RV=2/RE=1435627554/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2{%2fwww.thinkingschoolsinter
national.com%2fsite%2fwp-content%?2fuploads%2f2012%2109%2{Thinking-
Dispositions-tishman-and-
andrade.doc/RK=0/RS=W47 SrRPd76is9wpy.kDKwQIIAO0-

Tishman, S., Jay, E., & Perkins, D. N. (1992). From transmission to enculturation.
Harvard University. Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/23087298?uid=3739896&uid=248252645
3&uid=2134&uid=2482526463 &uid=2&uid=70&uid=3&uid=2482526453 &uid=
3739256&uid=60&sid=21103980517041

Toland, S. (2011). The ill-prepared workforce: new report argues that lack of academic
rigor undercuts educational attainment and skills of U.S. college students.
Corporate Voices for Working Families. Retrieved from
http://corporatevoices.wordpress.com/2011/01/27/the-ill-prepared-workforce-
new-report-argues-that-lack-of-academic-rigor-undercuts-educational-attainment-
and-skills-of-u-s-college-students/

Towler, L. (2014). Deeper learning: moving students beyond memorization. NEA Today.
Retrieved from http://neatoday.org/2014/11/25/deeper-learning-moving-students-
beyond-memorization-2/

Trei, L. (2004). “Growing historical ignorance” among teens a myth, scholar says.
Stanford Report, Stanford University. Retrieved from
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2004/march3 1/history-331.html

Wagner, T. (2008). The global achievement gap: Why even our best schools don’t teach
the new survival skills our children need and what we can do about it. New Y ork:
Basic Books.

Walker, S. E. (2005). Encouraging the disposition to think. Athletic Therapy Today,
10(2), 42-44. Retrieved from
http://www.academia.edu/1561752/Encouraging_the disposition_to_critically thi
nk


http://corporatevoices.wordpress.com/2011/01/27/the-ill-prepared-workforce-
http://corporatevoices.wordpress.com/2011/01/27/the-ill-prepared-workforce-
http://neatoday.org/2014/11/25/deeper-learning-moving-
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2004/march31/history-331.html

120

Walser, N. (2008). Teaching 21st century skills: what does it look like in practice?
Harvard Education Letter. Sept/Oct 2008. Retrieved from http://hepg.org/hel-
home/issues/24 5S/helarticle/teaching-21st-century-skills 184

Waring, S. M. (2012). Preserving history: The construction of history in the K-16
classroom. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.

Warren, W. J., Memory, D., & Bolinger, K. (2004). Improving critical thinking skills in
the United States survey course: an activity for teaching the Vietnam War.
History Teacher, 37(2). Retrieved from http://eric.ed.gov/?1d=EJ 764884

Weibell, C. J. (2011). Principles of learning: 7 principles to guide personalized, student-
centered learning in the technology-enhanced, blended learning environment.
Retrieved from https://principlesoflearning.wordpress.com

Willingham, D. T. (2007). Critical thinking: Why is it so hard to teach? American
Educator, Summer 2007. Retrieved from http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ794281

Wineburg, S. (2005) A history of flawed teaching. The Los Angeles Times. Retrieved
from http://articles.latimes.com/2005/feb/24/opinion/oe-wineburg24

Zhao, Y., & Hoge, J. D. (2005). What elementary students and teachers say about social
studies. The Social Studies. September/October 2005. Retrieved from
http://www.academia.edu/963028/What elementary students_and teachers say
about_social studies


http://hepg.org/hel-home/issues/24_5/helarticle/teaching-21st-century-skills_184
http://hepg.org/hel-home/issues/24_5/helarticle/teaching-21st-century-skills_184
http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ764884
http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ794281
http://articles.latimes.com/2005/feb/24/opinion/oe-wineburg24
http://www.academia.edu/963028/What_elementary_students_and_teachers_say_
http://www.academia.edu/963028/What_elementary_students_and_teachers_say_

121

Appendix A

Researcher-Created Survey Measuring Eighth-Grade Student Dispositions toward
History Classes
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Survey Measuring Eighth-Grade Student Dispositions toward Social Studies
Classes

1. My social Studies classes primarily used textbooks during instruction.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

2. My social studies classes primarily used worksheets during instruction.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

O O O O

3. My social studies classes primarily used note-taking during instruction.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

o O O O

4. My social studies classes primarily used lecture during instruction.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

5. In my social studies classes we primarily memorized facts during instruction.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

o O O O

6. My social studies teacher primarily used projects as history instruction.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

o O O O
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7. In my social studies classes, we primarily used independent research to answer
historical questions.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

8. In my social studies classes, we primarily used independent research to solve
historical problems.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

9. My social studies students primarily used group research to answer historical
questions.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

10. My social studies classes primarily used group research to solve historical
problems.

o Strongly Agree

o Agree

o Disagree

o Strongly Disagree

11. My social studies classes were boring.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

o O O O

12. My social studies classes were interesting.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

o O O O



13.

14.

My social studies classes were important.

Strongly Agree
Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

0 O O O

My social studies classes were exciting.

Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree

o
O
O
o Strongly Disagree
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Appendix B

Correspondence with Insight Assessment Regarding Use of CM3II+ Sample Questions
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L T e L L R L e

Subject: RE: sample survay
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2016 1:08:35 PM Eastern Standard Time

From: S

To: Michael Bakling
Hi Michael,

You can use anything found anline on our website or anything in the user manual, Unfortusatily we do
not have any specific sample guesticns for the CA3 He, There are a few generic sample questions on the
website; Let me know if yvou have any further questions,

Best Wishas,

Customer Felutions Specinlisg
Insight Assessment
LE0-697-5628

w1 L S sk FTLET, i

From: Michasl Bolling [maiito:MBalling@rbmail.org]
Sant: Thursday, Movember 10, 2016 B:25 AM

To:

Subject: sample survey

==

Is it possibhe to procure some type of sampla survey that can be included in my dissertatbon? In chapter 4 where |
discuss the CM3IH it would be helpful to have a few sample questions or somathing to refer to in the appendix
Please ket me know if there is anything avallable. | understand the confidentiality of the survey dself and will
allude to that when | cite the sample

Thanks,

Mike
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