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Incoming Students Receive
Surprise Visits from GWU
Admissions Team
As everyone has adjusted to the changes brought about by Covid-19, the Gardner-Webb University
Admissions staff came up with a plan to demonstrate GWU’s welcoming community to some
members of the Class of 2024. Because the pandemic limited the way these new students
experienced campus, the admissions staff took the traditional Gardner-Webb family welcome on the
road.

“The goal was to celebrate some of our incoming students and surprise them with a special yard sign
and some Gardner-Webb swag—GWU face masks, hand sanitizer, and a T-shirt,” shared Alice
Manning, enrollment communications coordinator. “This is a good example of how genuine our
community is, from staff to students. Giving them a yard sign was just one way that they could
showcase their GWU pride. Even before they step foot into a classroom, incoming students have an
entire team in the Admissions office who are here with them every step of the way.”

Meredith Bridges shows off her GWU swag.

When the team showed up at Meredith Bridges’ house, she was happy to see them. A resident of
Kings Mountain, N.C., Bridges plans to major in English with a concentration in general writing. She
was already familiar with Gardner-Webb as the place where she attended her little brother’s soccer
games, and various concerts and performances. But, through the admissions staff, she has been
introduced to the heart of the GWU community. “As I’ve come to know Gardner-Webb better over the
past few months, with scholarship interviews and campus tours, I realized that I very much like the
community and want to be a part of it,” Bridges affirmed. “God really opened the way and made my
path clear towards GWU by showing me how the University feels more like a family than any other
school I have looked at.”

Her parents also appreciated the visit from the team, as well as how the GWU staff guided Meredith
through the entire admissions process. “She felt most at home with what she has learned and seen
of GWU,” they said. “She took her time weighing options, praying, and was so excited to come to the
decision that GWU is the right fit.”

Lillian Gardner, right, with Mac and her admissions counselor.

Lillian Gardner of Waco, N.C., was surprised when the Admissions team knocked on her door.
“Receiving the visit from Mac (GWU’s mascot) and some of my future GWU family meant so much to
me,” Gardner offered. “High school ended abruptly on March 13th due to the pandemic, and
completing my senior year remotely was unsettling to say the least. However, it is exciting to turn
over this new page! Although I do not know every detail of the Lord’s plan for my life, I know that He
has a plan, and it is so much greater than what I could ever imagine. I am ecstatic knowing that I will
be at GWU this fall. Receiving a personal visit from my future family meant more than words can
describe!”

Gardner plans to major in nursing, and her goal is to become a nurse practitioner. “I am most excited
about the opportunity to continue to grow in my faith while I pursue a degree in nursing,” she
asserted. “I look forward to meeting new people, attending athletic events, and getting involved in
The Gathering (student-led worship service), clubs, and organizations at Gardner-Webb.”

Her father, Larry, is a two-time graduate of GWU, having received his bachelor’s in social sciences
with minors in history and professional education and his master’s in school administration. “GWU
holds a special place in my heart, and I am excited that one of my daughters will be attending my
alma mater,” he said. “The individualized attention she’s received at each step along the way has
stood out the most thus far. In addition, the growth and improvements at GWU are phenomenal. I
am excited for her and grateful to God for allowing her this opportunity.”

Learn more about GWU Admissions.
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P R E V I O U S  N E W S  A R T I C L E

Dr. William M. Downs Officially Inaugurated as
Gardner-Webb University’s 13th President
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N E X T  N E W S  A R T I C L E

Gardner-Webb University CrossFit Offers Virtual and
Outdoor Options
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Related News See All News

N E W S  A R T I C L E President’s 2022 Early Career Award
Recognizes Social Sciences Professor

Dr. Aihua Zhang Honored for Exceptional Productivity in Scholarship, Creative Discovery
and Instruction BOILING SPRINGS, N.C.—Dr. Aihua Zhang, assistant professor in the
Gardner-Webb University Department of Social Sciences, has been […]
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N E W S  A R T I C L E Stanly Community College Partners with
Gardner-Webb to Offer Co-Admission
Agreements

‘Bulldog-Bound’ and Pathway Agreements Make Transferring to GWU Easy for SCC
Students BOILING SPRINGS, N.C.—Officials from Gardner-Webb University and Stanly
Community College (SCC) in Albemarle, N.C., signed agreements on April […]
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N E W S  A R T I C L E Gardner-Webb Presidents Switch Places for
the Day

While Student Government President Jada Newton Attends Meetings, President William
Downs Goes to Class BOILING SPRINGS, N.C.—This week, Gardner-Webb University had
a new president for eight hours. Student Government Association […]

W E B  CO M M U N I C AT I O N S  |  A P R I L  5 ,  2 0 2 2

Give Request Apply

Gardner-Webb University’s publications, including, but not limited to, its catalogs, handbooks, policies, procedures, website, guidelines, communications, and social media posts do not constitute a contractual agreement between the University

and any person or entity. The University reserves the right to unilaterally modify all such publications and/or modify its operating practices without prior notice.

Apply Info Give Contact Webmaster © 2022

110 South Main Street
P.O. Box 997
Boiling Springs, NC 28017
(704) 406-4000

M A I N

About

Academics

Admissions and Aid

Resources

Student Life

University Police

U T I L I T Y

Athletics

Accessibility

Title IX Compliance

Directions

Directory

Job Openings

Contact Us

I Am ...

Media & Events

Academics Admissions and Aid Student Life VISIT APPLY GIVE

https://gardner-webb.edu/news-category/admissions/
https://gardner-webb.edu/news/
https://gardner-webb.edu/
https://gardner-webb.edu/academics/
https://gardner-webb.edu/admissions-aid/
https://gardner-webb.edu/student-life/
https://gardner-webb.edu/visit/
https://gardner-webb.edu/apply/
https://gardner-webb.edu/give/

	Welcome Class of 2024
	tmp.1652288893.pdf.YUUpI

